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Introduction 


This is a basic self-study course of Islam. Islam, the last of the 
messages of Allah, the Creator, to mankind, is a universal guidance to the 
human race everywhere, up to the end of time. Islamic teachings are 
embodied in the Holy Qur’an, the Word of Allah, revealed to the Seal of 
Messengers, Muhammad (peace be upon him). The Prophet’s teachings 
and life are considered to be a detailed interpretation and a human model 
for the message. 

This book features a comprehensive outline of the knowledge essential 
for every Muslim. The outlines are essentially translated summaries of 
twelve Arabic textbooks. They cover a broad spectrum of Islamic 
knowledge, grouped in seven units: 

1. Sources: The Holy Qur’an, Hadith (Prophet’s tradition), and 
Science of sources 

2. Faith: Principles of faith (Tawhid) and Comparative religion 

3. Worship: Purification, Prayer, Zakah (Alms), Fasting, and Hajj 
(Pilgrimage) 

4. Conduct: Morals and Manners 

5. Family: Marriage and Inheritance 

6. Economy: Wealth, Trade and Business 

7. The Nation: The State, Penalties, and Jihad 

Each study unit includes exercises for self - evaluation. Those who 
wish to pursue a more advanced, as well as challenging, study of Islam 
are urged to study the Arabic language. This will pave their way to 
comprehend not only the magnificence of the Qur’an and the meanings of 
Hadith, but also to be able to use the wealth of the published Arabic 
Islamic literature. 




Unit 1 

Sources 


1-1 Science of Qur'an 

• The Qur’an is the rational inimitable miracle proving the truth of 
the Prophet’s message. Thus, it is an eternal miracle, unlike the 
previous prophets’ material miracles whose evidences were 
restricted to their contemporaries only. 

• The inimitability of the Qur’an is: 

a) elocutionary 

b) scientific 

c) legislative 

The elocutionary inimitability 

• The Arabs throughout time were unable to produce an equivalent to 
the Qur’an although: 

a) The Qur’an challenged them to do so. 

b) The early unbelievers and those of later generations had the 

motive for doing so. 

c) Nothing prevented them from doing so, as they were known for 

their excellence in elocution and linguistics, and the Qur’an 
was written in their wording language, and styles. 

• The elocutionary inimitability is exemplified in: 

a) The perfection of the Qur’anic text and its being beyond any 

criticism. 

b) Its distinctiveness from any other form of human elocution 

whether poetry or prose. 

c) The great difference between the characteristics of the Qur’anic 

wording and that of the Prophet’s Hadith. 

• Among the manifestations of the elocutionary inimitability are: 

a) The eloquent cohesive diction. 

b) The uniqueness in style, as seen in the harmony of words and 

meanings. 
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c) The rich variability of meaning, wording, and style according to 

each subject. 

d) For instance, the elocutionary variability of the Qur’anic 

narratives. 

e) The rhetoric in referring to reality, similitude, or allegory. 

f) The rhetoric in elaboration or briefing. 

g) The musical inimitability in composition and rhythm. 

h) The rhetoric of the Qur’anic style in argument and evidence, 

which suits all levels of perception and intellect . 1 


1 Elocutionary inimitability: 

Allah says: 

1 -* * f jt * ^ ' a ^ y fl d ^ a l ~ - - 

(tjjdjLd >.i ^j) 4 JII .jjJ K'i. 11I Jji. *Ua. j^u jjju t jjU JS dials' 4!^ 

(\r :ij*) 


a * 9 -• a J 


This means: “Or they say, "He (Prophet Muhammad SAW) forged it (the 
Qur'an). " Say: "Bring you then ten forged Surah (chapters) like unto it, and 
call whomsoever you can, other than Allah (to your help), if you speak the 
truth!"” (11, Hud: 13) 


Allah says: 

«* a** # f m ^ ' Q j j a 1 fl ■- o i ^ , q f jt ^ 

(t A ^ju & Alii pjJ ^iKu at &a ljC-.ll j All* j Ijjii JS OJ^A i*'> 


This means: “Or do they say: "He (Muhammad SAW) has forged it?” Say: 
"Bring then a Surah (chapter) like unto it, and call upon whomsoever you 
can, besides Allah, if you are truthful!”” (10, Yunus: 38) 

Allah says: 


9 ° * 9 * J J, * J ; o t-" * J 9 * I ' ' - ■> ^ * * 

^jl Aiil <Jj.i <>* ^S^Ia^-ui Ijfrlilj Ail* (jj» Sjj-uij ijjli U juc i jXe' liyj Maa ujj ^3 


(XT :5jM) 


This means: “And if you (Arab pagans, Jews, and Christians) are in doubt 
concerning that which We have sent down (i.e. the Qur'an) to Our slave 
(Muhammad (peace be upon him) then produce a Surah (Chapter) of the 
like thereof and call your witnesses (supporters and helpers) besides 
Allah, if you are truthful.” (2, Al-Baqarah: 23) 

Allah says: 


( - 4 ^ ^ a oaf i £ " a 9 ' * 

LWJ ' 4 — A 4JI4J IjjL Q\ Jc. §aJ!j CiJUull (Jjl Ja> 


(AA :*! 

This means: “If the mankind and the jinns were together to produce the 
like of this Qur'an, they could not produce the like thereof, even if they 
helped one another.” (17, Al-lsra': 88) 

Allah says: 
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Scientific perfection 

• This is displayed in statements referring to concepts and facts of 
science and history, having been unknown or not understood until 
centuries after the Qur’an was sent down. 

• The scientific proof of the Qur’anic miracle is manifested in its 
indications of: 

a) The main notions of modem science such as scientific laws, life 

cycles, the creatures being in pairs. 

b) The nature of the cosmos: its limitlessness, evolution, 

continuous extension, space travel and its hardships, time 
relativity, and the nature of the sun and the moon. 

c) The earth being a globe and its rotation, the role of mountains in 

stabilizing it, the earth’s atmosphere, the cloud-rain cycle, 
water resources, the existence of gems in rivers and seas, and 
the nature of the agricultural soil. 

d) Animals and the role of water in their lives. 

e) Embryology, the benefits of honey, breastfeeding and hygiene, 

and prohibiting alcohol and harmful meats. 

f) Historical facts like the pharaohs’ mummification, interpolation 

of the good tidings of the Prophet Muhammad in the Torah 
and the Gospels, and the guidance to study natural history. 

g) The prophecy of preserving the Holy Qur’an until the end of the 

world and the failure of human attempts to imitate it due to its 
uniqueness and perfection . 2 


(rt :jJA) a cj) villa) 

This means: “Let them then produce a recital like unto it (the Qur'an) if 
they are truthful (52, At-Tur: 34) 


Allah says: 


(AY <fj£S Ibuil AjS ijJajS <01! jJj u'li 


This means: “Do they not then consider the Qur'an carefully? Had it been 
from other than Allah , they would surely have found therein much 
contradictions." (4, An-Nisa 82) 
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2 

Scientific perfection: 

Fundamentals: 

The laws of science: 

Allah says: 

(i :^ 1 \) {j&j iukk Js Uj) 

This means: “Surely We created everything by a determined estimate . ” 

(54, Ai-Qamar : 49) 

Allah says: 


This means: “The sun and the moon run on their fixed courses (exactly) 
calculated with measured out stages for each (for reckoning , etc.)” 

(55, Ar-Rahman: 5) 

Allah says: 


This means : “And the heaven He has raised high, and He has set up the 
Balance.” (55, Ar-Rahman: 7) 

Life cycles: 

Allah says: 



s- ^ 0 * t y ' ? * ■ . a .1 .« 1 

IjjljAC- UiLut^ JAJ f-luLi (jLLHJ LH filial) 0^ 


This means: “ You bring the living out of the dead, and You bring the dead 
out of the living. And You give wealth and sustenance to whom You will, 
without limit (measure or account).” (3, Al- lmran: 27) 

Creatures are all in pairs: 

Allah says: 


(M lOjjty (ojj& jk t>j) 

This means: “And of everything We have created pairs, that you may 
remember (the Grace of Allah)” (51, Adh-Dhariyat: 49) 

Allah says: 


(f 4 l)^I OjajJ 14^ J*-* JS 

This means: “And of every kind of fruits He made Zawjayn Ithnayn (two in 
pairs).” (13, Ar-Ra d: 3) 

The nature of the universe: 

The universe is endless: 

Allah says: 


(T iJLii <Liii £j>S)j AiSLJ! jju ^ 


This means: “The angels and the Ruh [Jibrael (Gabriel)] ascend to Him in a 
Day the measure whereof is fifty thousand years.” (70, Al-Ma arij: 4) 
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Living creatures of the universe: 


Allah says: 

(Y ^ fLiy I3l tV> Of L^ 4 jUT 


This means: “And among His Ayat ( proofs , evidences , lessons, signs, etc,) 
is the creation of the heavens and the earth, and whatever moving (living) 
creatures He has dispersed in them both. And He is All-Potent over their 
assembling (i.e. resurrecting them on the Day of Resurrection after their 
death, and dispersion of their bodies) whenever He will.” (42, Ash-Shura : 
29) 

The development of the universe: 


Allah says: 


(V * ifLuJVI) (UaUSuAs liij Ul£ <jia J$\j 0^ J4 jfcijf) 


This means: “Have not those who disbelieve known that the heavens and 
the earth were joined together as one united piece, then We parted them?” 
(21, Al-Anbiya’: 30) 


Allah says: 

( \ \ :-1lIu aa) Ulii UHi UjS tc-jia UujI qa J&lj l^jJ JLii jUj p ULO (jjpuJ ^5) 


This means: “ Then He Istawa (rose over) towards the heaven when it was 
smoke (mixture of gas and solid particles) and said to it and to the earth: 
"Come both of you willingly or unwillingly." They both said: "We come, 
willingly."” (41, Fussilat: 11) 

Space travel: 


Allah says: 

((jUaluu V) V I jltili (jijlflj CjIjUL* 1I jUaSi Ijiili q \ 0) 0^' L) 

(rr :c^j\) 


This means: “O assembly of jinns and men! If you have power to pass 
beyond the zones of the heavens and the earth, then pass (them)! But you 
will never be able to pass them , except with authority (from Allah)!” 

(55, Ar-Rahman: 33) 

Allah says: 

This means: “There will be sent against you both, smokeless flames of fire 
and (molten) brass, and you will not be able to defend yourselves.” 

(55, Ar-Rahman: 35) 


Allah says: 


(A Ijj-uL U- ja. ilul« p-LqOJI LLuaj 


This means: “And we have sought to reach the heaven; but found it filled 
with stern guards and flaming fires.” (72, Al-Jinn: 8) 
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Allah says: 

^ ULaj U31S Uj* LilUa ojiua Jxaj <Uaj jl Jjj (>j ^CuijU ojlua 4 jJ$j <ji <131 Jjj j^a) 

(Itfl : f UAl) <OjL^ V 0 u-*> & J 4 i iilliS pUUl) 


7/? /s means: “ And whomsoever Allah wills to guide , He opens his breast to 
Islam, and whomsoever He wills to send astray. He makes his breast 
closed and constricted, as if he is climbing up to the sky. Thus Allah puts 
the wrath on those who believe not” (6, Al-An am: 125) 


Allah says: 

{<jjj^LLU fjfi <jkj Jj UjU-aji Cjjilu UJ) ijlUl .Qjfrju Aji pUL.ll jL Qj ^ j jfc iLua 


0° “ \t :j±±l\) 


This means: “ And even if We opened to them a gate from the heaven and 
they were to continue ascending thereto. They would surely say: " Our 
eyes have been (as if) dazzled. Nay, we are a people bewitched. (15, AT 
H ijr : 14 - 15) 

Relativity of time: 


Allah says: 

{ i V UL Ajum uilU Ujj (jjj a A £ j <111 ljIjxIIj dU 

f * * *■ - , ^ 


This means: “And they ask you to hasten on the torment ! And Allah fails 
not His Promise. And verily, a day with your Lord is as a thousand years of 
what you reckon. ” (22, Al-Hajj: 47) 


The nature of the sun and the moon: 


Allah says: 


( ^ n : t^) J"* o*3&\ ' jji 04^ 


This means: “And has made the moon a light therein, and made the sun a 
lamp?” (71, Nuh: 16) 

The earth: 

The nature and movement of the earth: 

Allah says: 

(° <t£JI > ’JAs J* Jib j<&) 


This means: “He rolls the night over the daytime and He rolls the daytime 
over the night. ” (39, Az- Zumar: 5) 

The mountains stabilize the earth: 


Allah says: 


( ^ O : JaJfl) ^ OA & '*** 3 yMj) 


This means: “And He has affixed into the earth mountains standing firm , 
lest it should shake with you, and rivers and roads, that you may guide 
yourselves.” (16, An-Nahl: 15) 



Animal life: 

Allah says: 


(r . :f L ujV)) ^ js f u 

T/i/s means: “And We have made from water every living thing.” 
(21, Al-Anbiya': 30) 

Medical science: 


Allah says: 

C»Ua£> UiLii Ajlwx* Ailadl l.&lii Aiiuil Ui& ^ jIjS aUIitA, 

(\t - \ r ^ 

TAi/s means: “ Thereafter We made him (the offspring of Adam) as a Nutfah 
(mixed drops of the male and female sexual discharge) (and lodged it) in a 
safe lodging (womb of the woman). Then We made the Nutfah into a clot (a 
piece of thick coagulated blood), then We made the clot into a little lump of 
flesh, then We made out of that little lump of flesh bones, then We clothed 
the bones with flesh, and then We brought it forth as another creation. So 
blessed be Allah, the Best of creators.” (23, Al-Mu’minun: 13 - 14) 

Honey: 

Allah says: 

^ LjjJ jJaj (jj» 

This means: “There comes forth from their ( the bees) bellies, a drink of 
varying color wherein is healing for men.” (16, An-NahT. 69) 

Breastfeeding: 

Allah says: 

(YYT 

This means: “ The mothers shall give suck to their children for two whole 
years.” (2, Al-Baqarah: 233) 

Historical facts: 

Pharaoh of Exodus: 

Allah says: 

Y ^ jjiiiUJ LuLjI (j-4 IjjjS <j)j ^ {jjkl! f jjjli) 

This means: “So this day We shall deliver your (dead) body (out from the 
sea) that you may be a sign to those who come after you! And verily, many 
among mankind are heedless of OurAyat (proofs, evidences, verses, 
lessons, signs, revelations, etc.)” (10, Yunus: 92) 

Corrupting the Tawrah and Iniil: (see the proofs at 2-2) 

Natural history: 

Allah says: 

(T . <juil i'i Jl£ \jja3i uijVI Ij^y, ji> 
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Legislative inimitability 


• Qur’anic legislation is inimitable as it differs from any human 
legislation: it is comprehensive, integrative, and pursues a middle 
course. It begins with liberating the Muslim’s mind from signs of 
polytheistic misconceptions and illusions by relating it to his 
Creator all along his life span; directing the Muslim’s behavior to 
seek Allah’s satisfaction in the Hereafter. It trains him to be pious 
and control his caprices; and it builds a society based on solidarity 
and unity, protecting it from the incitement of Satan by deterring 
punishments. 

• Among the names of the Holy Qur’an are: the Book, the 
Remembrance, the Criterion. It is described as: light, evidence, 
guidance, healing, mercy, admonition, bearer of good tidings, 

wamer, and blessed. ( 


This means: “Say: Travel in the iand and see how (Ailah) originated 
creation." (29, AI-'Ankabut: 20) 


The prophecies: 

Preserving the Holy Qur’an: 

Allah says: 


^ Ul j jkiil li'ji oau U) 


This means: “ Surely We, ever We, have been sending down the 
Remembrance and surely We are indeed Preservers of it” (15, Ai-Hijr: 9) 

There is no similar book to Qur’an: (see the proofs at: the first part of 
elocutionary inimitability) 

Inimitability of the Qur’an being manifest: 


Allah says: 



This means: “We will show them Our Signs in the universe, and in their 
ownselves, until it becomes manifest to them that this (the Qur'an) is the 
truth. Is it not sufficient in regard to your Lord that He is a Witness over all 
things?” (41, Fussilat: 53) 

3 The names of the Qur'an: 

Allah says: 
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This means : “Alif-Lam-Mim. (These letters are one of the miracles of the 

Qur'an and none but Allah (Alone) knows their meanings.). This is the 
Book (the Qur'an ), whereof there is no doubt , a guidance to those who are 
Al-Muttaqun (the pious and righteous persons who fear Allah much)” (2, 


Al-Baqarah: 1-2) 

Allah says: 


(S : J 


This means: “Surely We, ever We, have been sending down the 
Remembrance and surely We are indeed Preservers of it.” (15, Al-Hijr: 9) 


Allah says: 


-.{ft jifl) <I^1S oxaiuil (5^' 


This means: “ Blessed be He Who sent down the criterion (of right and 
wrong , i.e. this Qur'an) to His slave (Muhammad SAW) that he may be a 
warner to the 'Alamin (mankind andjinns).”(25, Al-Furqan: 1) 

The attributes of the Qur’an: 


Allah says: 


« J | , , O J J # ( ’ ’ 

(Y V t (liif* l t>» Cfoji 


This means: “ Verily , there has come to you a convincing proof (Prophet 
Muhammad SAW) from your Lord, and We sent down to you a manifest 
light (this Qur'an).” (4, An-Nisa’: 174) 


Allah says: 

(o v iq* 1 jj) ^ '<& u-All \+j\ Ij) 


This means: “O mankind! There has come to you an admonition from your 
Lord (i.e. the Qur'an, ordering all that is good and forbidding all that is 
evil), and a healing for that (disease of ignorance, doubt, hypocrisy and 
differences, etc.) in your breasts, - a guidance and a mercy (explaining 
lawful and unlawful things, etc.) for the believers.” (10, Yunus: 57) 


Allah says: 


\ ^ : a jJjft) 'I CF 'Ij IjjxLi (jp JL) duiujji Uj)> 


This means: “Verily, We have sent you (O Muhammad (peace be upon 
him)) with the truth (Islam), a bringer of glad tidings (for those who believe 
in what you brought, that they will enter Paradise) and a warner (for those 
who disbelieve in what you brought, they will enter the Hell-fire). And you 
will not be asked about the dwellers of the blazing Fire. ” 

(2, Al-Baqarah: 119) 


Allah says: 






Teach Yourself Islam 


• The Qur’an was sent down at intervals over twenty- three years with 
the wisdom of: matching with events and gradual legislation, 
facilitating its recitation and understanding, making firm the 
Messenger’s heart and making Muslims patient in enduring torture 
and hardships, and displaying the challenge and inimitability in its 
integration and coherence despite being sent down in parts . 4 

• The ways of revelation: 

a) Through Gabriel, who brought it to the Prophet (peace be upon 

him) appearing in a human form, or with the sound of a 
ringing bell (i.e. similar to). 

b) Without mediator like a true vision while sleeping . 5 

• The Surahs of the Qur'an were either sent down in Mecca (before 
Hijrah) or in Medina (after Hijrah), with the exception of a few 


This means: “( This is) a Book (the Qur'an) which We have sent down to 
you, full of blessings that they may ponder over its Verses, and that men 
of understanding may remember.” (38, Sad: 29) 

4 The wisdom of revealing the Qur’an at intervals: 

Allah says: 


(rr iuSjj a* c±h ^ ^ i jiij) 


This means: “ And those who disbelieve say: " Why is not the Qur'an 
revealed to him all at once?" Thus (it is sent down in parts), that We may 
strengthen your heart thereby. And We have revealed it to you gradually, 
in stages. (It was revealed to the Prophet SAW in 23 years.)” 

(25, Al-Furqan: 32) 

5 The wavs of revelation: 


Allah says: 

M ^ vj iii Juisj o' t-*$) 


This means: “ It is not given to any human being that Allah should speak to 
him unless (it be) by Inspiration, or from behind a veil, or (that) He sends a 
Messenger to reveal what He wills by His Leave. Verily, He is Most High, 
Most Wise.” (42, Ash-Shura: 51) 

* Al-Harith Ibn Hisham narrated that he asked Allah’s Prophet (peace be upon 
him), ‘O Allah's Prophet! How is the Divine Inspiration revealed to you?’ Allah's 
Prophet (peace be upon him) replied, ‘Sometimes it is (revealed) like the 
ringing of a bell, this form of inspiration is the hardest of all and then this 
state passes off after I have grasped what is inspired. Sometimes, the 
angel comes in the form of a man and talks to me and I grasp what he 
says.”’ (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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cases of verses sent down in Medina as a part of Meccan Surahs, or 
vice versa. 

• The Meccan Surahs are characterized, concerning content, by the 
following: matters of faith and the Hereafter, the stories of prophets, 
and arguing the polytheists to disclose their error and misguidance. 
Concerning expressions, they are characterized by the following: 
short clauses and strong brief words, statements such as ‘O you 
mankind’, ‘Nay’ (not at all), and verses of prostration. 

• The Surahs of Medina are characterized, concerning content, by the 
following: laws of worship and dealings, arguing with the people of 
the Book, and disclosing the behavior of the hypocrites. Concerning 
expressions, they are characterized by: long clauses, and statements: 
‘O you who believe’. 

• The importance of knowing whether the Surahs were sent down in 
Mecca or Medina is to: differentiate between what is repealing and 
what has been repealed, know the Prophet’s biography, study the 
history and gradual coding of legislations, and understand the 
meanings of the Qur’an and appreciate its various styles. 

• Some verses have been sent down either: on a certain event or in 
response to a question raised by the Prophet ( peace be upon him) or 
the believers. 

• Benefits derived from knowing the reasons behind revelation are: 
understanding and interpreting the verses and knowing the wisdom 
behind revelation . 6 

• Stages of collecting the Qur’an: 

a) Verses were in the heart of the Prophet who recited and taught 

them to the Companions as soon as they were revealed. 

b) Under the command of the Prophet, once the revelation was 

sent down, it was written and read in front of him. 

c) After the martyrdom of many of those who learnt the Qur’an by 

heart in the apostasy war, Abu Bakr, with the consultation of 


6 The reasons behind revealing the verses: 

Allah says: 

(£ t <J> 

This means: " With clear signs and Books (We sent the Messengers). And 
We have also sent down unto you (O Muhammad SAW) the reminder and 
the advice (the Qur'an ), that you may explain clearly to men what is sent 
down to them , and that they may give thought” (16, An-Nahl: 44) 
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'Umar Ibn Al-Khattab, commanded the collection of all 
written and oral Qur’anic texts, including the seven Arabic 
readings (as admitted by the Prophet), 
d) Abu Bakr’s copy of the Qur’an was transferred to 'Umar then 
to Hafsah, 'Umar’s daughter. With the advent of 'Uthman Ibn 
'Affan, he kept Hafsah’s copy of the Qur’an confining its 
reciting to one reading; that of the Quraysh tribe, and burned 
all the other copies, thereby uprooting all tendencies of 
dispute among Muslims. 

• Exegesis is to learn how to utter the Qur’anic words, understand 
their meanings in the context of the verse structure, explain the 
meanings of the verses, and deduce the rulings and wisdom behind 
them. As for “figurative interpretation”, it is the scholar’s opinion 
through deduction from similar words and verses. 

• Methods of exegesis are: explaining the Qur’an with the Qur’an, 
explaining the Qur’an with Hadith, and explaining according to the 
opinion of those who have mastered linguistics, the sciences of the 
Qur’an, the fundamentals of Fiqh (religious understanding), and the 
methods of the previous interpreters. 

• Among the scholars of exegesis via Hadith are: At-Tabari, Ibn 
Kathir, and As-Siyuti. The most well-known scholars of exegesis by 
opinion are: Ar-Razi, Al-Baydawi, As-Siyuti (in Al-Jalalain), Az- 
Zamakhshari, Al-Qurtubi, Ai-Alusi, An-Nasafi, Al-Khazin, and 
Ash-Shawkani. 

• Some of the well-known modem books of exegesis are those by: the 
Supreme Council of Islamic Affairs, Cairo, Muhammad Rashid 
Rida, Sayyid Qutb, Abul-A'la Al-Mawdudi and ' A’ishah ' Abdur- 
Rahman. 

• The text of the Qur’an can never be translated into another 
language, i.e., to be used in worship or to deduce rulings therefrom. 
However, the meanings of the Qur’an can be translated according to 
the translator’s command of understanding and conveying the 
meaning. 


• The Qur’anic verses are: Al-Muhkam, i.e., clear verses that are 
needless of interpretation and are not subject to repeal and Al- 
Mutashabih, i.e. consimilar verses that may be interpreted as having 
more than one meaning and need to be explained. 
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• Kinds of consimilar verses are: 

a) Those which any scholar can explain through other clear verses. 

b) Those which are known only to a few scholars. 

c) Those that are vague to everyone until now. 7 

• The graduation in legislation in the time of the Prophet called for 
the repealing of certain rulings by others. 

o 

• The types of repealing are: the repealing of recitation and ruling 
together, the repealing of recitation only, and the repealing of the 
ruling only. The forms of repealing are: the repealing of the Qur’an 
by the Qur’an, the repealing of a Sunnah by the Qur’an, the 
repealing of a Sunnah, or a Prophet’s deed with a stronger one, and 
the repealing of the Qur’an with a Mutawatir (successive) Sunnah 
(see 1-2), which is permitted by some scholars and prevented by 
others. 


7 Clear and consimilar verses: 


Allah says: 


{y :0' Jl) ,il * a ljUSII dlilc- JjJl (j jJI 


This means: “It is He Who has sent down to you (Muhammad SAW) the 
Book (this Qur'an), In it are Verses that are entirely clear , they are the 
foundations of the Book [and those are the Verses of Al-Ahkam 
( commandments , etc.), Al-Faraid (obligatory duties) and Al-Hudud (legal 
laws for the punishment of thieves, adulterers, etc')]; and others not 
entirely clear . ” (3, Al- Imran: 7) 

8 Repealing: 


Allah says: 


( ^ * *1 *£ yiuJIJ ^ Cjl ^1 1 ^ Vl a uliLi 1^ a *i,u (j* 4 


This means: “ Whatever a Verse (revelation) do We abrogate or cause to be 
forgotten. We bring a better one or similar to it Know you not that Allah is 
able to do ail things ?” (2, Al-Baqarah:106) 


Allah says: 


OAjC'.J UJJJJ pLiaJ La kll\ 


This means: “Allah blots out what He wills and confirms (what He wills). 
And with Him is the Mother of the Book (Al-Lawh Al-Mahfuz).” 

(13, Ar-Ra d: 39) 


Allah says: 


(' * ' (Jjjj Uj p&\ aBj ki\ (jlll y U3 ju Ij)j) 


This means: “And when We change a Verse [of the Qur'an, i.e. cancel 
(abrogate) its order] in place of another, and Allah knows the best of what 
He sends down.” (16, An-Nahl: 101) 
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(see 1-2), which is permitted by some scholars and prevented by 
others. 


1 -2 The science of Hadith 


• The purpose of the science of Hadith is the documentation of the 
Sunnah (The Prophet’s deeds and traditions) according to the narration 
and content, and judging the validity of the Hadiths. 

• In absolute terms, Hadith refers to all that pertains to the Prophet’s 
sayings, doings, tacit approval of a practice, or a description of the 
Prophet presented by one of the Companions. It is also known as a 
traceable Hadith. 

• Al-Qudsi Hadith is that in which Allah speaks through the Prophet 
who expressed the meaning with his own words. 

• Arrested (Mawquf) Hadith is that which is ascribed to the 
companions, not to the Prophet. 

• A discontinuous Hadith is one whose chain of transmission ends 
with a successor, rather than a Companion or the Prophet. 

The chain of Hadith narration: 

• The method of chaining Hadith narration: 9 hearsay from a Hadith 
narrator, reading or showing (for approval) to the narrator, the 
narrator’s permission to assign another to narrate on his behalf, the 
narrator’s reference to the original of his writing, and the narrator’s 
assignment of another to write a copy of his writing. 

• The Hadith is divided, according to its number of channels, into: 
Mutawatir and Ahad. 

• Mutawatir Hadiths are those related by whole groups of trustworthy 
individuals (may be five, ten, or more) from whole groups, in 
multiple generations of transmission, leading back to the Prophet 
himself, such that the sheer number of separate channels, at each 


9 The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: 

“He who deliberately lies on me his abode will be in the Hell.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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generation of transmission is too many to be possible for all to have 
conspired to fabricate the Hadith. 

• Ahad Hadith: it is that Hadith in which the conditions of the 
Mutawatir Hadith are not satisfied in one or more generations of 
transmission: 

a) A Well-known Hadith is one whose channels of transmission 

came through only three people up to five at any poinf in its 

history. 

b) A Rare Hadith ('Aziz) is one transmitted through just two for 

each generation of its transmission. 

c) A Singular Hadith (Gharib) is one transmitted through just one 

individual at any stage in the history of its transmission. 

• A Hadith is also termed Well-known if it is well-known in the 
concerned circles, regardless of the terminological definition. A 
Well-known Hadith, in that sense, is not necessarily an authentic 
one. 

Identification of narrators: 

• The science of Hadith criticizes the narrators according to: 
documentation: their names, surnames, nicknames, dates, 
generation, and Shaykhs, besides evaluation: judging the accuracy 
according to positive and negative factors. 

• The generations of narrators: These are groups of contemporary 
narrators who were similar in age and in their quoting of Shaykhs. 
They are divided into twelve generations, starting with the 
Companions, then the early successors to the six Imams of Hadith 
classification, 

• Knowing the generations of narrators is important in differentiating 
the narrators having similar names, and in discovering breaks in the 
chain of transmission. 

• Knowing the homeland of the narrators is important to investigate if 
the narrator met with the one from whom he transmitted the Hadith. 
Also their identities are thus verified. 

• Knowing the dates of birth and death of the narrators is important to 
make sure the continuity of the chain of narration and to uncover 
any fabrication. 
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• Knowing and comparing the names, surnames, and nicknames helps 
in making sure of the narrator’s identity, avoiding ambiguity, and 
disclosing deception. 

Reliability ratings (positive and negative personal 
factors): 

• The reliability of a narrator is realized if he meets two conditions : 

a) Moral integrity: being a Muslim, mature, and sane, and being 

free from vice and all that is dishonorable. 

b) Exactitude: to directly hear from the narrator, to completely 

understand the meaning, and to learn it by heart till the time he 
transmitted it to another, also, he should be known for his 
strong ability to learn by heart and possess good scrutiny. 

• According to these criteria, narrators are ascribed different 
reliability or unreliability ratings. 

Levels of Hadith acceptance 

• The rigorously authenticated Hadith: It is characterized by five 
conditions: uninterrupted chain of transmission, moral integrity of 
narrators, the exactitude of the narrators, being devoid of 
irregularity, i.e., not to be against a more reliable one, and being 
without any defect. These are the conditions of the rigorously 
authenticated Hadith . 

• The rigorously authenticated Hadith of another: It is a well- 
authenticated Hadith narrated by many methods which strengthen 
each other. 

• The well-authenticated Hadith of itself: It has an uninterrupted 
chain of transmission. Its narrators have moral integrity, but their 
exactitude is lesser than that of rigorously authenticated Hadith. 

• The well-authenticated Hadith of another: This is basically a weak 
Hadith, but narrated by multiple methods which support each other. 
However there must be no doubt of lying or viciousness of the 
narrators. 

• At-Tirmidhi differs from the other scholars of Hadith in the 
definition of the well-authenticated Hadith and the “well and 
rigorously authenticated” Hadith. 
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• The weak Hadith is that which lacks one of the conditions set for 
the rigorously or well-authenticated Hadith. Its weakness and 
degree of unreliability vary according to the extent or the degree it 
lacks such conditions. 

• A Hadith is not accepted because of: 

A- Loss in the chain of the Hadith transmission 

1- Incompletely transmitted Hadith (Mursal): It does not state, in the 
end of its chain of transmission, the Companion who related it 
directly to the Prophet. 

2- Suspended Hadith (Mu'allq): From the beginning of its chain of 
transmission one or more, of the narrators, are successively not 
stated. (Some of the suspended Hadiths of Al-Bukhari and Muslim 
are exceptionally accepted.). 

3- Problematic Hadith (Mu'dil): Two successive narrators or more are 
missing. 

4- Broken-Chain Hadith (Munqatf): This is one in which a narrator is 
missing in (one point or more of) the chain of transmission, or in 
which an unknown narrator is mentioned, but it is neither 
incompletely transmitted, suspended, nor problematic. 

5- Interpolated Hadith (Mudallas): The chain includes a latent missing 
which was deliberately contrived by the narrator to conceal a 
weakness or disruption in the chain of narrators, so as to improve its 
presentation. Among its types is the latent incompletely transmitted 
Hadith in which the narrator quotes some of his contemporaries 
although it has been proved that they never met nor heard from each 
other. 

B- Impeaching the exactitude of the narrator 

1- Defective Hadith (Mu'allal): This is one that embodies a defect 
causing its invalidation. 

2- Incorporated Hadith (Mudraj): This is one in which the narrator 
incorporated his own words into the content, or false narrators into 
the chain of transmission. 

3- Denied Hadith (Munkar): This is a Hadith that contradicts the 
narration of a more trustworthy narrator. 
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4- Irregular Hadith (Shadh): This is one that was narrated by a trusted 
narrator, but differs from that of a more acceptable narrator, having 
better exactitude or greater number of narrations. 

5- Inverted Hadith (Maqlub): This is a Hadith which one of its 
narrators has rearranged the text or the chain of transmission. 

6- Disordered Hadith (Mudtarib): A Hadith narrated in contradictory 
ways, while none is preferred over the other due to their equal 
strength. 

7- Misread or corrupted Hadith (Musahhaf, or Muharraf): This is one 
in which a word or more are changed in the content or in the chain 

. of transmission, due to a change in the place of dots over (Arabic) 
letters or of the letter form. 

8“ Confused Hadith (Mukhtalit): This is one whose narrator is 

mistaken because of senility, impaired vision, or loss of references. 


C- Impeaching the moral integrity of the narrator 

1- Disregarded Hadith (Matruk): This is one in which narrator is 
accused of lying, the Hadith is known only through him, and is 
against the general rules. 

2- Forged Hadith (Mawdu'): This is one invented and falsely 
attributed to the Prophet. There are many motives behind forgery 
undertaken by enemies of Islam, political powers, factions, and 
others, but the scholars of Hadith managed to devise criteria to 
identify and refute forged Hadiths. 


Hadith classifications 

1- Collections according to chains of transmission (Musnad): The 
Hadiths of each Companion were collected separately, whether they 
were rigorously authenticated, well-authenticated, or weak. The 
most famous of such collections are of: Abu Dawud At-Tayalisi, 
Imam Ahmad, Al-Bazzar, Abu Ya'la, and Al-Hamidi. 

2- Lexical collections (Majami'): These Hadiths were collected 
according to the names of Companions, the author’s Shaykhs, or 
countries, and then classified in alphabetical order. The most 
famous of such collections are of At-Tabarani: Al-Kabir 
(Companions’ lines), Al-Awsat and As-Saghir (Shaykhs’ names). 

3- Collections according to subjects (Jami'): These Hadiths were 
classified according to religious subjects. The most famous and 
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authentic of them are: Al-Bukhari, Imam Muslim, and At-Tirmidhi 
(although the latter includes some non-authentic Hadiths). 

4- Collections according to subjects of Fiqh: 

a) As-Sunan (Traditions): These comprise the subjects of Fiqh 

only and are restricted to traceable Hadiths; e.g., Sunan of Abu 
Dawud, An-Nasa’i, Ibn Majah, Ash-ShafTi, Ad-Darimi, Al- 
Bayhaqi, Ad-Daraqutni. 

b) Al-Muwatta’: They are also classified according to subjects of 

Fiqh, but include arrested and discontinuous Hadiths besides 
the traceable Hadiths; e.g. Al-Muwatta’ by Imam Malik. 

c) Subject collections: for specific subjects. 

Reclassification of Hadith 

• This means referring a Hadith to its original sources, where it was 
narrated according to the chain of transmission, and then showing 
its rank when necessary. 

• There are three forms of reclassification: the general reclassification 
in which the narrator’s name is mentioned as well as the source 
collection, the intermediate reclassification in which the names of 
the chain of narrators are mentioned, the source collection, the 
chapter where the Hadith is found, and the rank of the Hadith, and 
the detailed reclassification of the Hadith, all its chains of narration, 
as well as criticizing all narrations and ranking them. 

The methods of reclassification: by the Companion narrating the 
Hadith by searching in the chains of transmission (Musnads), Hadith 
dictionaries etc., by the first word of the Hadith by searching in books 
whose Hadith texts are classified alphabetically, or indices of different 
Hadith books, by knowing a distinguishing word in the content of the 
Hadith, by searching in Al-Mu'jam Al-Mufassar Li Alfazh Al-Hadith An- 
Nabawi (The Indexed Dictionary of Hadith Words), by knowing the 
subject of the Hadith from the index of subjects such as Miftah Kunuz 
As-Sunnah, and by searching in computer databases by choosing a 
distinguishing word, subject, or narrator of the Hadith 
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1-3 The science of the sources of Islamic 
Shari ' ah 

This science deals with deducing the legal rulings based on evidence 
derived from Shari'ah sources. 

Evidence that can be applied: 

• Shari'ah sources are utilized in the following order: Qur’an, 
Sunnah, consensus (Ijma'), and reasoning based on analogy 
(Qiyas). 

• The Qur’anic rulings are unquestionable, as each word was revealed 
by Allah to the Prophet (peace be upon him), and is preserved from 
corruption, until the end of time. 

• The Qur’anic texts concerning meaning are either conclusive or 
presumptive . 10 

• Sunnah is defined as all that was said, done, or tacitly approved by 
the Prophet (peace be upon him). 

• Sunnah confirms a ruling in the Qur’an, explains in detailed form, 
all that was mentioned in the Qur’an in broad terms, restricts what 
is mentioned in categorical terms, and specifies what is mentioned 


10 

Legislative proofs: 

When the Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) intended to send Mu'adh 
Ibn Jabaf to Yemen, he asked: How will you judge when you are asked to 
rule on something? He replied: I shall judge in accordance with Allah’s 
Book. He asked: (What will you do) if you do not find any guidance in 
Allah’s Book? He replied: (I shall act) in accordance with the Sunnah of the 
Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him). He asked: (What will you do) if you 
do not find any guidance in the Sunnah of the Prophet of Allah (peace be 
upon him) and in Allah’s Book? He replied: I shall do my best to reach a 
ruling and I shall spare no effort. The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) 
then patted him on the breast and said: Praise be to Allah Who has helped 
the messenger of the Messenger of Allah to find something which pleases 
the Messenger of Allah.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 
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generally, and establishes a ruling that was not outlined in the 
Qur’an. 


Concerning the number of transmitters, the Sunnah is either Mutawatir 
(well-known) or singular (Ahad). 

• The Sunnah which is Mutawatir is a narration from the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) that can be traced back to the Prophet himself 
without any doubt. The well-known Sunnah is where the 
transmission can be traced back to the Prophet with great 
probability of its being authentic, along with great conclusiveness of 
its attribution to the Companions. The singular (Ahad) Sunnah is 
not confirmed in its authenticity. All the above types should be 
accepted, either as a certain or predominant evidence. 

• The Prophet's (peace be upon him) personal thoughts, inclinations, 
personal habits, and the way in which he dealt with his everyday 
affairs, are not considered abiding legislation, unless they contain 
some element of guidance to be followed . 11 


11 The validity of Sunnah: 

Allah says: 


jdj jii j*i\ i^suLij ^ I4I1 u) 




This means: "O you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Messenger 
(Muhammad SAW), and those of you (Muslims) who are in authority. (And) 
if you differ in anything amongst yourselves, refer it to Allah and His 
Messenger (SAW).” (4, An-Nisa’: 59) 


Allah says: 

* ) f ' i, i i # . . i ' [ J - 1 j ' # S « 1 - 4 - - 


(l® ip ^Luluu 


This means: “ But no, by your Lord, they can have no Faith, until they make 
you (O Muhammad SAW) judge in ail disputes between them, and find in 
themselves no resistance against your decisions, and accept (them) with 
full submission (4, An-Nisa 1 : 65) 

Allah says: 


(V : j-utxllJ tlj ajiai 11 
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• Consensus is to be resorted to only where there is no legal ruling 

included in the authentic texts, i.e. Qur’an and authentic Sunnah. 

Consensus is the agreement of the majority of Muslim scholars of 

those who exercise Ijtihad (independent reasoning based on 

religious sources), after the Prophet's death, pertaining to a legal 

ruling. There is some disagreement on the validity of this method of 

12 

deriving Islamic rulings. 



This means: “And whatsoever the Messenger (Muhammad SAW) gives 
you, take it, and whatsoever he forbids you, abstain (from it).” (59, Al- 
Hashr: 7) 

Allah says: 

(rr JT) as ji) 


This means: “Say (O Muhammad SAW): Obey Allah and the Messenger 
(Muhammad SAW)” (3, Al-'lmran: 32) 

Allah says: 

(A * : f USD) (All) glfcl JjLOll ;>) 


This means: “He who obeys the Messenger (Muhammad SAW), has indeed 
obeyed Allah.” (4, An-Nisa’: 80) 


Allah says: 


This means: “It is not for a believer, man or woman, when Allah and His 
Messenger have decreed a matter that they should have any option in their 
decision.” (33, Al-Ahzab: 36) 

12 The validity of consensus: 


Allah says: 


(M ifluoli) (jJkl* jJi\ yfjij J>-jJ) ijJLjLij All) IjJUjJal Ij) 


This means: “O you who believel Obey Allah and obey the Messenger 
(Muhammad SAW), and those of you (Muslims) who are in authority.” (4, 
An-Nisa 1 : 59) 


Allah says: 


(At » Ajj hjVu ii j <^il) A-*k3 jUVI ^jj Jjl-jl) ojJj 


This means: “If only they had referred it to the Messenger or to those 
charged with authority among them, the proper investigators would have 
understood it from them (directly).” (4, An-Nisa’: 83) 


Allah says: 
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• Analogy means to draw a similitude between two similar incidents. 
One can be judged directly according to the authentic text while the 
other can not, and both have common attributes relevant to the same 
ruling. 

• The use of analogy is considered an authentic means of deducing 
Islamic rulings according to the majority of scholars. 

• The pillars on which analogy is built are: the source (on which the 
analogy is based), the branch (what is to be equated to the source), 
the ruling of the source (based on an authentic text), the “effective 
case” (an attribute of the source which was the cause of the ruling, 
and which is shared by the branch) 

• The effective case should be a characteristic which is: obvious, 
accurately defined, conducive to the wisdom behind the ruling, and 

not restricted to the source alone. 

• The scholars of jurisprudence differ regarding the validity of the 
following evidence: application of discretion, public interest, 
prevalent customs, presumption of continuity, the laws of (pre- 
Islamic) predecessors, and the particular school of thought of a 
Companion. 

• The application of discretion means to prioritize: an exceptional 
ruling over a common one due to a more substantiated proof, a 


M n* - ' J # a ft ^ r ^ , ,, 

cjf flfa. AJIaTj La Aljl ja C- ^ U iu (> 


(no :*L*at) a 

This means: " And whoever contradicts and opposes the Messenger 
(Muhammad SAW) after the right path has been shown cieariy to him , and 
foliows other than the beiievers 1 way. We shaft keep him in the path he has 
chosen , and burn him in Hetf - what an evii destination (4, An-Nisa’: 115) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“And that you could not all agree on an error.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 
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special ruling over a general one, or a latent analogy over an evident 
one. 


• Public interests are those interests for which no explicit ruling exists 
to allow or forbid. 

• Prevalent customs are practices that are known and followed by 
people, but which do not contradict a piece of evidence, do not 
permit what is prohibited, do not prohibit what is permitted, and do 

not annul a religious duty. 

• Presumption of continuity means to maintain a ruling that was valid 
in the past until a real need to change it emerges. 

• The (sacred) law of (pre-Islamic) predecessors, is what is proven to 
be in conformity with our law. 

• The school of thought of a Companion is what is pertinent to him 
other than his narrations of the Hadith. 


Rulings 

• Legal rulings contain either injunctions or stipulations. An 
injunctive ruling is one that enjoins the morally competent 
individual to either perform or refrain from an act, or gives him the 
option to perform an act or to refrain from it. Stipulatory rulings are 
those that encompass a legal reason behind a certain ruling, a 
condition for it, or an interdictor of it. 

Injunctive Rulings 

• There are five types: obligatory, recommended, unlawful, offensive, 
and permissible. 

• The obligatory ruling is divided into several types concerning 
timing, the one who is called upon to perform the duty, the amount 

requested, as well as being determined or optional. 
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• The timing of the obligatory ruling is either not restricted, i.e. the 
obligatory ruling such as prayers and other acts can be made during 
the same time period, or is restricted to a certain act like fasting. 


• The obligatory ruling concerning the one who is called upon to 
perform a duty can be either: obligatory for every individual 
Muslim, or an obligation of a public nature, i.e. if performed by 
some, the rest will be exempted from its responsibility. 

• The amount required is either specified like the five prayers and 
Zakah (the poor's due), or unspecified as in all forms of charity . 

• The obligatory ruling is either prescribed like the acts of worship or 
optional as found in rulings concerning expiation. 

• The recommended ruling is that which the Lawgiver requested, but 
without its being an order. It is ranked according to the following 
degrees: 

a) Confirmed Sunnah. 

b) Unsystematic Sunnah, not consistently practiced by the 

Prophet. 

c) The highly advisable Sunnah, e.g., taking the Prophet (peace be 

upon him) as an ideal concerning his everyday acts out of love. 

• The unlawful is either completely forbidden in itself, like robbery 
and fornication, or forbidden because of something incidental 

related to it. 

• The offensive is what the Lawgiver requested to be avoided, but 
without a direct prohibition. 

• The permissible is that which the competent person has the option 
either to do or not, and is based on either a clear text indicating 
permission, or the absence of a clear text prohibiting it. In principle, 
things are permissible unless clearly made impermissible. 
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The stipulatory rulings 

• It is divided into the following: 

a. Reason: an apparent and accurate characteristic that is necessary 
for a ruling. 

b. Condition: on which the ruling is based. Impediment: if it exists 
there will be no ruling or the reason would have been made 
invalid. 

c. Allowances: rulings legislated by Allah, out of lightening, to be 
carried out optionally by the competent in special cases. 

d. Validity and invalidity: acts that the Lawgiver requested those 
competent either to do or not to do, in the light of the causes and 
conditions that He commanded, the Lawgiver is the Only One 
Who can render something valid or not. 

Things one may be held legally responsible for 

• These are deeds concerning which Allah has imposed as certain 
rulings. 

• It is stipulated that the things one may be held legally responsible 
for, should be: completely known to the competent person within 
his capacity, and the competent person should be able to either 

perform the act or stop doing it. 

The competent 

• He is a person responsible for performing the legal ruling. 

• It is stipulated that the competent person should be able to 
understand, by himself or through others, the evidence for what he 
is responsible. This requires maturity, reason, and sobriety (neither 
drunken nor asleep). Also, he should be eligible for what he is 
assigned for and under no duress to perform the act. 
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• There are two kinds of eligibility: 


a) Eligibility for obligation, i.e. to have rights and duties. 

b) Eligibility for performance, i.e. the sayings and deeds of the 

competent person are fit to be legal Children and the insane 
are not eligible. Eligibility is incomplete for the minor before 
maturity and for the mentally deranged person, while it is 
completely fulfilled for the mature sane person. 13 

The fundamental rulings of Islamic legislation 

• The General Objectives of Shari'ah are to realize the interests of 
people: necessities, needs, and welfare. 

• Necessities: they are the essentials of human life in order to 
preserve: faith, life, intellect, property, and honor. 

• Needs: they are what people need to avoid drudgery, and be able to 
tolerate the hardships of commitments, responsibilities, and the 
burdens of life. 

• Welfare: It refers to those aspects that lead to the improvement of 
the living conditions, appearances of people, and their social 
relations. 

• In legislation, these goals follow an order of precedence , i.e. 
necessity, needs, and lastly welfare. 

• When examining the issue of necessities, several rules should be 
taken into account: 

a) Harm should be eliminated in a legal manner. 

b) Harm should not be eliminated by another harm. 

c) Individual harm should be tolerated to ward off a public harm. 


13 The competent: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

‘‘There are three (persons) whose actions are not recorded: a sleeper till 
he awakes, a boy till he reaches puberty, and a lunatic till he comes to 
reason.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi and Abu Dawud) 
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d) Lesser harm can be tolerated to avoid a more severe one. 

e) Repelling harm has precedence over bringing benefits. 

f) Necessity knows no laws. 

g) Necessity is weighed with its own standard. 

• Rulings for lifting restrictions in pursuing needs: 

a) Hardships justify simplification as exemplified by the 

allowances ordained by Allah, the Almighty, in cases of: 
travel, illness, compulsion, forgetfulness, ignorance, 
prevalence of trials, tribulations, and insufficiency. 

b) Legislation should lift restriction. 

c) Needs are treated like necessities in permitting (some) 

prohibited things . 14 


14 The aims of Islamic Legislation: 
Preserving Faith: 


Allah says: 

( y r :t> jiiii) vj otjusc- ^ ij|ia ^ bAdj ^ (A* 


This means: “ And fight them until there is no more Fitnah (disbeiief and 
worshipping of others aiong with Aiiah) and (aii and every kind of) worship 
is for Aiiah (Alone). But if they cease , iet there be no transgression except 
against Azh-Zhalimun (the polytheists , and wrong-doers )” (2, Al-Baqarah: 
193) 


Allah says: 


(M \ :$ jiJI) (jiail c>* 



This means: “And Al-Fitnah ( temptation , to disbelieve after one has 
believed) is worse than killing.” (2 t Al-Baqarah: 191) 

Allah says: 

(n v :Sjjyi) (jcai \ o* jil 

This means: “And Al-Fitnah is worse than killing.” (2, Al-Baqarah: 217) 


Allah says: 


^ T 6 : JLauVIJ ^ u V 4-Iis 


This means: “And fear the Fitnah (affliction and trial , etc.) which affects 
not in particular (only) those of you who do wrong (but it may afflict all the 
good and the bad people).” ( 8 , Al-Anfal: 25) 


Allah says: 


(vr ^ (jkj ojLij vi) 


This means: “if you (Muslims of the whole world collectively) do not do so 
(i.e. become allies , as one united block with one Khali f ah - chief Muslim 
ruler for the whole Muslim world to make victorious Allah's Religion of 
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Islamic Monotheism), there will be Fitnah (wars, battles, polytheism, etc.) 
and oppression on earth, and a great mischief and corruption (appearance 
of polytheism). ” (8, Ai-Anfal: 73) 



Preserving the lives of the people: 

Aliah says: 


p »' vi iiii fj*. jia i jias v j) 


This means: "And kilt not anyone whom Allah has forbidden, except for a 
just cause (according to Islamic law).” (6, Ai-An'am: 151) 

Allah says: 



L SLa. (joLuaiii 


This means: “And there is (a saving of) life for you in Ai~Qisas (the Law of 
Equality in punishment ), O men of understanding , that you may become 
Al-Muttaqun (the pious)." (2, Al-Baqarah: 179) 

Preserving the mind: 


Allah says: 


£ a Jt 


. jjaiaj (jUaiuiJI UJ) Ijlal 

j jS j P-UaLiij SjIM f&l u ^Uxuiil UJ \ 


^ ^ * lojjUiij ^ji 

This means: “O you who believe! Intoxicants (all kinds of alcoholic drinks ), 
gambling , Al-Ansab, and Al-Azlam (arrows for seeking luck or decision) 
are an abomination of Shaytan's (Satan) handiwork. So avoid (strictly all) 
that (abomination) in order that you may be successful. Shaytan (Satan) 
wants only to excite enmity and hatred between you with intoxicants 
(alcoholic drinks) and gambling , and hinder you from the remembrance of 
Aliah and from As-Salat (the prayer). So, will you not then abstain?" 

(5, A!-Ma’idah: 90-91) 


Preserving property: 


Allah says: 

J £y* 

A A :S jaJI) 


iLjs ijj ijiiij jiauib ^sju jui i jiib Vj) 


This means: “And eat up not one another's property unjustly (in any 
illegal way e.g. stealing , robbing, deceiving, etc.), nor give bribery to the 
rulers (judges before presenting your cases) that you may knowingly eat 
up a part of the property of others sinfully. " (2, Al-Baqarah: 188) 

Allah says: 


(® ^ All) IjjjJ Vj^ 
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This means: “ And give not unto the fooiish your property which Allah has 
made a means of support for you.” (4, An-Nisa ’: 5) 


Allah says: 

o! pji i Vj ji v) jtiib ^ ijiku v i^i-1 W) 

( Y ^ ifLutUlJ ^La.jAj (jlS 


77i/s means: “O you who believe! Eat not up your property among 
yourselves unjustly except it be a trade amongst you , by mutual consent 
And do not kill yourselves (nor kilt one another). Surely , Allah is Most 
Merciful to you.” ( 4 , An-Nisa’: 29) 


Allah says: 

(jts <US) jkl Vj L A j i al b bujkjl Vj 


(Y 


This means: “ And give unto orphans their property and do not exchange 
(your) bad things for (their) good ones; and devour not their substance (by 
adding it) to your substance. Surely ; this is a great sin.” (4, An-Nisa’: 2) 


Abu Bakrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that while the Messenger 
of Allah (peace be upon him) was delivering a sermon on the Day of Sacrifice at 
Mina during the Farewell Pilgrimage, he said: 

“Verily your blood and property are as sacred and inviolable as the 
sanctity of this day of yours, in this month of yours, and in this city of 
yours. Behold! Have I conveyed this message to you?” (Reported by Al- 
Bukhari and Muslim) 

Preserving the honor of the people: 


Allah says: 

fjufj JJjUi SjaVIj bikil ^ d UJP-i d) 

(^ :j#») V 


This means: “Verily, those who like that (the crime of) illegal sexual 
intercourse should be propagated among those who believe, they will have 
a painful torment in this world and in the Hereafter. And Allah knows and 
you know not.” (24, An-Nur: 19) 


Allah says: 

(Y T : j^ 13I) 4 jbl’C' dlifr SjiVlj b&Ii \ u l uAal l u!) 


This means: “Verity, those who accuse chaste women, who never even 
think of anything touching their chastity and are good believers, are 
cursed in this life and in the Hereafter, and for them wiil be a great 
torment ” (24, An-Nur: 23) 

Removing restriction: 


Allah says: 
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• The deeds of competent persons are either: Allah's Right, people's 
right, a right of both. 


• All ah’s Right is embodied in: acts of worship, Zakah (the poor's 
due) and other financial obligations, punishments for adultery, 
larceny and robbery, depriving the killer from inheritance and 
expiations. 


• The competent person's right is related to his financial rights over 
others. 


• What combines the two rights (that of Allah and that of people) are 
the punishment for slandering a woman with adultery and 

retaliation for killing. 


• There is no room for Ijtihad (independent reasoning based on 
religious sources) for what has been ruled by a clear-cut text. 


This means: “Allah does not want to place you in any restriction , but He 
wants to purify you , and to complete His Favor on you." (5, Al-Ma'idah: 6) 

Allah says: 

(VA ‘fafa J** fa} 

This means : “He has chosen you (to convey His Message of Islamic 
Monotheism to mankind by inviting them to His religion , Islam), and has 
not laid upon you in religion any restriction.” (22, Al-Hajj: 78) 

Allah says: 



:S jM) fa ^ Ji Vj 'JfaA fa iill Lji) 


This means: “Allah intends for you ease, and He does not want to make 
things difficult for you.” (2, Al-Baqarah: 185) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“No harm (should be done to others) nor wrong (in retaliation).” 

(Reported by Ahmad and Ibn Majah) 



• The Mujtahid (qualified scholar) must be well-informed in the 
Arabic language, knowledgeable of the sciences of the Qur’an, 
efficient in the sciences of the Sunnah, and expert in deducing 

analogical rulings. 

• The gradation of legislation during the Prophet's life-time required 
the partial or total repeal of some rulings, but after his death (peace 
be upon him) no repealing of a ruling in Qur’an or Sunnah is 
accepted. 

• A ruling text can not be repealed except with another equal or 
stronger text. The strongest of all is the Qur’an and the Sunnah, 
Mutawatir, then the Sunnah which is not Mutawatir, and finally 

analogy. 

The Arabic language: 

• Language is a well controlled discipline stemming from the human 
mind as inspired by Allah. 

• It is incumbent on every Muslim to excel in the Arabic language in 
order to correctly understand the Qur’an and the Sunnah. 

• The Arabic language is highly honored since: 

a) Allah, the Ever-Knowing and Ever-Wise, chose Arabic to be 

the language in which His final message was revealed. 

b) The Proof of this revelation is its linguistic miracle. 

c) Allah, the Almighty, preserved His Book in its original Arabic 

text. 

d) Allah has revealed the Holy Qur’an in Arabic so that the people 

who received it first, Arab as they were, could apprehend it. 
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Exercises 


Science of Qur'an 

1 . What distinguishes the Qur’anic elocution from human language? 

2. What is meant by the elocutionary inimitability of the Qur’an? 
Mention some of its features. 

3. What is meant by the scientific proofs of Qur’an? Mention five of 
its fields. 

4. What is the difference between Qur’anic and human legislation? 

5. Mention three names of the Qur’an, and five of its attributes stated 

in the Qur’an itself 

6. What is the wisdom behind revealing the Qur’an at intervals? 

7. How did the revelation occur? 

8. What are the differences between the Meccan and Medina Surahs 
concerning place and subject? 

9. What are the benefits gained from knowing whether the verses were 
revealed at Makkah or Madinah? 

10. What are the benefits gained from knowing the reasons behind 
revealing the verses? 

1 1 . How was the Qur’an collected after being revealed? 

1 2. What is the difference between exegesis and figurative 
interpretation? 

13. Mention three trends in Qur’anic exegesis and give examples of 
well-known scholars in this field? 

14. Is it possible to translate the Qur’an? Why? 

15. W r hat is the difference between the clear and the consimilar 
verses? 

Science of Hadith 

1. What does the science of Hadith deal with? 

2. What is meant by; Hadith - Sunnah - Al-Qudsi Hadith - Traceable 
Hadith - Discontinuous Hadith - Interrupted Hadith? 

3. What is the difference between Hadith ensured by many lines of 
transmission and Single (Ahad) Hadith? 

4. It is a condition for the narrator in order to accept his narration, that 

he be: a)..........b) 

5. Mention the conditions for a Hadith to be authentic. 
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6. The Hadith is not accepted because: a) ; b) ; c) 

7. Mention four kinds of Hadith books by giving examples. 

8. How is the reclassification of Hadith verified? What are the forms 
of reclassification? 

Science of sources 

1. Mention conventional Shari'ah evidence according to their rank- 
order? 

2. Mention four of the secondary Shari'ah forms of evidence? 

3. What is the role of Sunnah toward the Qur’an? 

4. What are the differences between Qur’an and Sunnah concerning 
traceability and signification? 

5. What is meant by consensus? 

6. What is analogy? What are its pillars? 

7. What is the difference between an injunctive ruling and a 
stipulatory ruling? 

8. What are the divisions of the injunctive ruling? In what way is the 
Hanafi School different? 

9. What are the conditions for applying rulings: a) ; b) ; c) 

1 0. The general objectives of Shari'ah are considered in the following 

order: a) b) ; c) 

1 1 . What are the four necessities? 

12. Mention three Shari'ah rules for realizing these necessities. 

13. Mention three Shari'ah rules for realizing the needs. 

14. Give examples of the following: 

a) Allah’s Right. 

b) The competent person's right. 

c) What combines both rights. 

15. When is Ijtihad permitted? What are the conditions for being a 
Mujtahid (qualified scholar)? 

1 6. What is meant by repeal? What are the cases of repeal? 




Unit 2 

Faith 


2-1 Principles of Faith 

• The pillars of faith are six: belief in Allah, His Angels, His inspired 
Books, His Messengers and Prophets, the Last Day, and in destiny 
whether good or evil. 1 

Belief in Allah 

• Belief in Allah is the belief in His Existence, His Oneness and 
Uniqueness, His Sole Godhood (Rububiyyah) and Divinity. 

• The Existence of Allah is a self-evident truth, since nothing exists 
without having someone putting it to existence and order. 

• The Oneness of Allah is a rational truth, proved by the unity of the 
universe and its laws. The existence of various gods indicates non- 


1 The pillars of faith: 


Allah says: 

J > Ailb S>ui \$1a\ l ip 

(^ ifLuJj)) tffjjju 'i'&a J-a i fjilj AiLjj Alia A^L 


This means: “O you who believe! Believe in Allah, and His Messenger 
(Muhammad SAW), and the Book (the Qur’an) which He has sent down to 
His Messenger, and the Scripture which He sent down to those before 
(him), and whosoever disbelieves in Allah, His Angels, His Books, His 
Messengers, and the Last Day, then indeed he has strayed far away.” (4, 
An-Nisa’: 136) 

Allah says: 


(> VV i ^ Jjj® 

This means: ‘But A 1-Birr is (the quality of) the one who believes in Allah, 
the Last Day, the Angels, the Book, the Prophets.” (2, Al-Baqarah: 177) 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“One day while Allah’s Prophet was sitting with the people, a man came to 
him walking and said, ‘O Allah's Prophet. What is faith?’ The Prophet said, 
‘Faith is to believe in Allah, His Angels, His Books, His Prophets, and the 
meeting with Him, and to believe in the Resurrection.’” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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unity in the system of the universe. Belief in the Oneness of Allah 
stipulates belief in the Oneness of His Soul, Attributes, and Deeds . 2 


• The Sole Godhood of Allah is that His total sovereignty over the 
universe with all its creatures, provisions, and systems postulates 
the unity of Godhood and negates it from anyone other than Allah/ 


The Oneness of Allah: 

Allah says: 

(Y Y :p UfSVI) Up jtl) ljj UjLuiil Ajhl V) U^jS <jLS ^jfjs 

This means: “Had there been therein (in the heavens and the earth) gods 
besides Allah , then verily both would have been ruined. Glorified be Allah , 
the Lord of the Throne , (High is He) above what they attribute to Him !” (21, 
Al-Anbiya’: 22) 

Allah says: 

uAA U* J£JA\ j j IjiiV Ijj US ajU ^ JS> 

(tr - i Y :p| ^vi) 

77i/$ means: “Say (O Muhammad SAW to these polytheists, pagans, etc J: 
If there had been other aliha (gods) along with Him as they assert, then 
they would certainly have sought out a way to the Lord of the Throne. 
Glorified and High be He! from (the great falsehood) that they say! 
(i.e.forged statements that there are other gods along with Allah, but He is 
Allah, the One, the Self-Sufficient Master, whom all creatures need. He 
begets not, nor was He begotten, and there is none comparable or coequal 
unto Him)" (17, Al-lsra f : 42 - 43) 

Allah says: 

Up ;jUUui (joaj (jJU Uj aJJ j£ uifcil I j| aJI qa Aaa /jU U j Aij qa Alll oiji L»j' 

This means : “No son (or offspring or children) did Allah beget, nor is there 
any ilah (god) along with Him ; (if there had been many gods), behold, each 
god would have taken away what he had created, and some would have 
tried to overcome others! Glorified be Allah above all that they attribute to 
Him!” (23, Al-Mu’minun: 91) 

Allah says: 

VI U — » V iiUuiJb ijJjlj touSlj ji VI 4-i V 4Jli tin 

0 A Uj\ja£* Jl) 

This means: “Allah bears witness that La ilaha ilia Huwa (none has the 
right to be worshipped but He), and the angels, and those having 
knowledge (also give this witness); (He is always) maintaining His creation 
in Justice. La ilah ilia Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He), 
the A ll-Migh ty, the All- Wise. ” (3, Al- Imran: 1 8) 

There are other verses in the Holy Qur’an, the enlightening book of monotheism. 

3 The Sole Godhood of Allah: 
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Allah says: 

■ f a * ^ -i 9 * ^ > 

>4i |j|j ^ j* ^ ill Ljj V| j^c- 

(A ^ - VV :f Ijtrfill) (^Iuaj J ilj -a4**i 


77)/s means: “ Verily ! They are enemies to me , save die Lord of die 'Alamin 
( mankind , jinns and all that exists); Who has created me, and it is He Who 
guides me; And it is He Who feeds me and gives me to drink. And when l 
am ill, it is He who cures me; And Who will cause me to die, and then will 
bring me to life (again).” (26, Ash-Shu'ara’: 17 - 81) 

Allah says 


ij-^ duAi) < ■ ” i j-aI I <3 a g^l £ CPJ t-llaJ (j-«l ^ Jjj JSJB 

V) ^ Aj ) jIaS gpJl ^JSuj aI3‘i . jjijj 3L3l <LlJI jj^I jiLuifi jj-lj gy^J) 

(^Y - T\ idjSj^ 


This means: "Say (O Muhammad SAW): "Who provides for you from the 
sky and from the earth? Or who owns hearing and sight? And who brings 
out the living from the dead and brings out the dead from the living? And 
who disposes the affairs?" They will say: "Allah.” Say: "Will you not then 
be afraid of Allah's Punishment (for setting up rivals in worship with 
Allah)?" Such is Allah, your Lord in truth. So after the truth, what else can 
there be, save error? How then are you turned away?” (10, Yunus : 31 - 32) 


Allah says: 
(Ad 


A 1 : Cu JjSii yii Ja ^ OjJjSlu* u! W J5> 


This means: "Say: " Whose is the earth and whosoever is therein? If you 
know!” They will say: "It is Allah's!” Say: "Will you not then remember?"” 
(23, Al-Mu f minun: 84 - 85) 


Allah says: 

J ° ' M A % P °|° - 09 / 0 l> ^ l i> * 

j. i\A Jjjj f-LuIi jajj p-Uiij jA* ‘.11 aJ' 1 ^ (Js® 

d± *1\ jr>JJ (S& ^>0 j4-^ -J** ^ &! 

" " ■' • " J f s' 

(TV - T *\ \q\jaS. Jl) t>* <jJ>J gr^> C> 


This means: "Say (O Muhammad SAW): "O Allah! Possessor of the 
kingdom, You give the kingdom to whom You will, and You take the 
kingdom from whom You will, and You endue with honor whom You will, 
and You humiliate whom You will, in Your Hand is the good. Verily, You 
are Able to do all things | You make the night to enter into the daytime, and 
You make the daytime to enter into the night You bring the living out of 
the dead, and You bring the dead out of the living. And You give wealth 
and sustenance to whom You will, without limit (measure or account). (3, 
Al- Imran: 26- 27) 

Allah says: 

This means: "Say; "I seek refuge with (Allah) the Lord of mankind."” (114, 
An-Nas: 1) 

Allah says: 


(T ^ ujj aIj 
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• The Divinity of Allah means the bondage of all creatures to Allah, 
the One. It is an involuntary bondage of all living creatures and 
things, while it is deliberately chosen by believers, as shown in their 

A 

obedience to Allah in faith, behavior, and actions. 


This means: “All the praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of the 
Atamin (mankind, jinns and all that exists).” (1, Al-Fatihah: 2) 


4 The bondage of all creatures to Allah: 

Allah says: 


4JU-oV^j jJilL CfcjSj tfi-j-k oAjVIj ^ aITj] 


This means: “And unto Allah (Alone) falls in prostration whoever is in the 
heavens and the earth, willingly or unwillingly, and so do their shadows in 
the mornings and in the afternoons ." (13, Ar-Ra'd: 15) 

Allah says: 

t <i J ^ 9 i i , 


JA — j Jl— xaJlj j— qua ^ . 1 1 j ^jVI ^ J CjljUlJi ^ Jaliu 4Ul Jjj jj fif 


r 1 ° *2 ° £ f t ^ "" y J " 0 " - * * - ^ 

f-L— wiJ l a J tflj 4 m (j) f j&a £}a 4j Cafi &aj 4jIp jjjSj (JjjLUI Qm ujIjAj) j 


0 A .-gaJI) 


This means: “ See you not that to Allah prostrates whoever is in the 
heavens and whoever is on the earth, and the sun, and the moon, and the 
stars, and the mountains , and the trees, and Ad-Dawab (moving living 
creatures, beasts, etc.), and many of mankind? But there are many (men) 
on whom the punishment is justified. And whomsoever Allah disgraces, 
none can honor him. Verily! Allah does what He wills.” (22, Al-Hajj: 18) 


Allah says: 

i oi . - ^ i ^ J> t 

4-S] ^ W ’** 1 " 1 j j ij fo" 1 V lA— lj V) f Cy* u)j 04^ U^J lA 3 JVIj ljIjLCuJ! 4j 

(* t I) ^JJ 4 P Culi 


This means: “The seven heavens and the earth and all that is therein, 
glorify Him and there is not a thing but glorifies His Praise. But you 
understand not their glorification. Truly, He is Ever Forbearing, Oft- 
Forgiving. ” (17, A l-lsra 44) 

Allah says: 





This means: “And I (Allah) created not the jinns and humans except they 
should worship Me (Alone)” (51, Adh-Dhariyat: 56) 

Allah says: 

(ri <uli 4 j i Vj 4i3i 


This means: “Worship Allah and join none with Him in worship.” (4, An- 
Nisa 36) 

There are so many other similar verses in the Qur’an. 


Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 
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• The Monotheism of Allah requires submission to Him Alone in all 
the laws He sent down. This does not confine human freedom to 
codify and legislate issues not tackled by a Divine text or any 
guidance of Allah and His Messenger. Human legislation should not 
contradict the general goals of Islamic laws, Qur’anic text, authentic 
tradition in Sunnah, or any ruling based on any of these. 

• The Attributes of Allah as displayed in the Qur’an and Sunnah 
should be understood according to the rules of the Arabic language, 
without additions or denial, without arguing what is beyond human 


“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) addressed Mu'adh Ibn Jabal 
as he was riding behind him to which he replied: Here I am! At your service 
and at your beck Messenger of Allah. He again called out: Mu'adh, to 
which he (again) replied: Here I am! At your service and at your beck. He 
(the Messenger of Allah) addressed him (again): Mu'adh, to which he 
replied: Here I am! At your service and at your beck, O Messenger of Allah. 
(The Prophet) said: 

“If anyone testifies (sincerely from his heart) that there is no god but Allah, 
and that Muhammad is His bondsman and His Messenger, Allah 
immunizes him from Hell. He (Mu'adh) said: O Messenger of Allah, should 
not I then inform the people of it, so that they may be cheered? He replied: 
Then they would trust in it alone. Mu'adh (may Allah be pleased with him) 
told about it at the time of his death, to avoid sinfulness.” 
(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Applying the legislation of Allah: 

Allah says: 


I J— Ol — 3 ^ cfP t - 4 CP cjl £_llj Jjii Lu ^ *V< (jljf* 

■i * C o a - j t ' St t j ^ 

u — a J u >" . jjLuAiJ ^UJt ijA ijjjS <jj j <jl ^ ajjj Uii 

(° * ~ i ^ :SiiUH) f ^ ja! Lakk All) ^ 


This means: “ And so judge (you O Muhammad SAW) between them by 
what Allah has revealed and follow not their vain desires , but beware of 
them lest they turn you (O Muhammad SAW) far away from some of that 
which Allah has sent down to you. And if they turn away , then know that 
Allah's Will is to punish them for some sins of theirs. And truly , most of 
men are Fasiqun (rebellious and disobedient to Allah). Do they then seek 
the judgment of (the Days of) Ignorance? And who is better in judgment 
than Allah for a people who have firm Faith.” (5, Al-Ma’idah: 49 - 50) 


Allah says: 



:SdjL*li) I (j j dj — !j(i Jjjl Uaj 




This means: “And whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed , 
such are the Kafirun (i.e. disbelievers - of a lesser degree as they do not 
act on Allah's Laws).” ( 4 , Al-Ma’idah: 44) 
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understanding or transcending the human tangible capabilities to 
grasp these Attributes . 5 


5 The attributes of Allah: 

Allah says: 

^ -- r o 

(' ^ 


This means : “There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the All-Hearer, the 
All-Seer.” (42, Ash-Shura: 11) 


Allah says: 

i » j 

VjiC_£ L 


0.9 S 


0 JJ&- i! fL^uiVI 4 -ilj 

(> A * :<Jil je-Sfl) 


This means: “ And (all) the Most Beautiful Names belong to Allah, so call 
on Him by them, and leave the company of those who belie or deny (or 
utter impious speech against) His Names. They will be requited for what 
they used to do.” (7, Al-A'raf: 180) 

Allah says: 

[ \ \ * lp\ j**iVI) flCCiYI Ijfrlij Ca Cl <>-4^1 IjC-Jl jl 4JJI IjCJl 


This means: “ Say (0 Muhammad SAW): Invoke Allah or invoke the Most 
Beneficent (Allah), by whatever name you invoke Him (it is the same), for 
to Him belong the Best Names.” (17, Al-lsra’: 110) 

Allah says: 

:<Ua) ^ jImiI qm jail ^Ic- (j^jll t 


This means: “ The Most Beneficent (Allah) Istawa (rose over) the (Mighty) 
Throne (in a manner that suits His Majesty)” (20, Taha: 5) 

Allah says: 

o P 

(® * :ljIjPVI) ClH (J C$ 


This means: “ And then He istawa (rose over) the Throne (really in a 
manner that suits His Majesty).” (7, Al-A'raf: 54) 

Allah says: 

(TV: jail!) <lLa iLa lilLilj 4j 


This means: “ And your Lord comes with the angels in rows.” 
(89, Al-Fajr: 22) 

Allah says: 

(£A : jjlaJI) <UCbL dliU> 


This means: 

Allah says: 


" You are under Our Eyes.” (52, At-Tur: 48) 


(rv 4 Lip.jj I i nf-L dliJI j) 


This means: “ And construct the ship under Our Eyes and with Our 
Inspiration.” (11, Hud: 37) 




Belief in angels 

• This means to believe in angels within the limits of what is provided 


Allah says: 

(r<\ :<Ua) 

This means: "In order that you may be brought up under My Eye." 
(20, Taha: 39) 

Allah says: 

i 4* Liu ul£ (JiL ^ulaj-uo-a oljj Jj) 

This means: “Both His Hands are widely outstretched. He spends (of His 
Bounty) as He wills.” (5, Al-Ma’idah: 64) 

Allah says: 

^ {&4 Jjh Ail 

This means: “The Hand of Allah is over their hands.” (48, Al-Fath: 10) 

Allah says: 

(i V :iiLJj3l) UJj JjL ULluj pUluilj) 

This means: “And the heaven, We have built it with (Our) hands and surely 
We are indeed extending (it) wide.” (51, Adh-Dhariyat: 47) 

The Prophet’s supplication: 

“I ask You by every name of Yours by which You described Yourself, 
revealed in Your Book, taught one of Your creatures, or kept in Your 
knowledge of the unseen, to make the Holy Qur’an the spring (i.e., the 
season of awakening after the dead of winter) of my heart, the light of my 
chest, the removal of my sadness, and the lifting of my depression.” 
(Reported by Ahmad) 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that Allah's Prophet 
(peace be upon him) said: 

“Verily, there are ninety-nine names for Allah, i.e., hundred excepting one. 
He who enumerates them will get into Paradise.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Verily, the hearts of ail the sons of Adam are between the two fingers out 
of the fingers of the Compassionate Lord as one heart. He turns that to any 
(direction) He likes.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) also said: 

“Either side of His Hands is the right side both being equally meritorious.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Until Allah, the Exalted and Glorious, places His foot therein, and it would 
say: Enough, enough.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

There is a reported statement saying that: Istiwa’ (rising over) is known, the 
manner of it is unknown, believing in it is obligatory, and asking about it is a 
heresy in religion. 
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by Qur’an and Sunnah, i.e., they are creatures not recognized by 
human senses. 

• Angels obey Allah in everything . 6 They have different roles 
determined by Allah; some are delegated to protect human beings 



6 The nature of angels: 

Allah says: 


( TV - rn :p\#& I) 

This means: “ And they say: " The Most Beneficent (Allah) has begotten a 
son (or children).” Glory to Him I They [those whom they call children of 
Allah i.e . the angels , 7sa (Jesus) son of Maryam (Mary), 'Uzair (Ezra), etc.], 
are but honored sldves. They speak not until He has spoken, and they act 
on His Command. ” (21, Al-Anbiya 3 : 26 - 27) 

Allah says: 

fl (jA • Oj j .rt'l * V Uj CjIjULJI U 'AIju AiJji 

(° * “ * ** : 

This means: ‘And to Allah prostate all that is in the heavens and all that is 
in the earth, of the live moving creatures and the angels, and they are not 
proud [i.e. they worship their Lord (Allah) with humility]. They fear their 
Lord above them, and they do what they are commanded .” 

(16, An-Nahl: 49 - 50) 

Allah says: 

0 ^ - \ \t :uAiUa]i) u^ii b^J uij ' & bka ujj jkULi Xi vi iL Uj** 

This means: “There is not one of us (angels) but has his known place (or 
position); Verily, we (angels), we stand in rows for the prayers (as you 
Muslims stand in rows for your prayers); Verily, we (angels), we are they 
who glorify (Allah's Praises i.e. perform prayers)/’ (37, As-Saffat: 164- 166) 

Allah says: 

4 — bl ¥ Jiki i&tc- SjUlsJI j UjjSj IjU I I L$jS Ujjt 

e fa" 

This means: “O you who believe! Ward off from yourselves and your 
families a Fire (Hell) whose fuel is men and stones, over which are 
(appointed) angels stern (and) severe, who disobey not, (from executing) 
the Commands they receive from Allah, but do that which they are 
commanded.” (66, At-Tahrim: 6) 

Allah says: 

t — « J ) Vi \ \ ^ kjj y&A (jljlkuill jlali 4JJ 

0 rjJali) <jjjS Js Jb All*, b! 
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from odiousness, others for registering human deeds, bringing 

y 

victory to the believers , . . etc. 


This means : "All the praises and thanks be to Allah , the (only) Originator 
[or the (only) Creator] of the heavens and the earth , Who made the angels 
messengers with wings , - two or three or four. He increases in creation 
what He wills . Verily , Allah is Able to do all things." (35, Fatir: 1) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Angels were created from light and the jinn from blazing fire. But Adam 
was created from that which you have been told.” (Reported by Muslim) 


7 The roles of angels: 

Allah says: 


(^ jil) 


^ai 4 j.1j (jaj uLajla I 


This means: “ For each (person), there are angels in succession, before 
and behind him. [They guard him by the Command of Allah.” 
(13,Ar-Rad:11) 


Allah says: 

* * * £ $ • j 4 ^ t ^ * * ** ^ 

^ Cjjllaj Ujj \j!a\ jjjfliiuuj 

" ■" ■" " o * 5> - S * . - t / . 

(V :j3lc-) 4 uj|j& j “ IjjujIj ijjiU j&C'li Lal&j ^Lak j 


This means: “ Those (angels) who bear the Throne (of Allah) and those 
around it glorify the praises of their Lord, and believe in Him, and ask 
forgiveness for those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah) (saying): "Our 
Lord! You comprehend all things in mercy and knowledge, so forgive 
those who repent and follow Your Way, and save them from the torment of 
the blazing Fire!” (40, Ghafir: 7) 


Allah says: 




t - ^ 

H.rt'VI 



This means: “ Or do they think that We hear not their secrets and their 
private counsel? (Yes We do) and Our Messengers (appointed angels in 
charge of mankind) are by them, to record.” (43, Az-Zukhruf: 80) 


Allah says: 


( ' Y ~ ' * :jUbi?yi) La (jjjj 


This means: “ But verily, over you (are appointed angels in charge of 
mankind) to watch you, Kiraman (honorable) Katibin writing down (your 
deeds). They know all that you do.” (82, Al-lnfitar: 10- 12) 

Allah says: 

(> ^ :pljx*ill) Jjj -0^1*31 ljj jjjlii AJjjf 

This means: “ And truly, this (the Qur'an) is a revelation from the Lord of 
the ’Alamin (mankind, jinns and all that exists), Which the trustworthy Ruh 
[Jibrael (Gabriel)] has brought down.” (26, Ash-Shu ara’: 192 - 193) 
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• The Qur'an mentioned some angels like Gabriel (Jibril), the angel 
of revelation, Mika’il (Michael), Malik (the Keeper of Hell-Fire), 
the angel of death, and the nineteen angels of the Scorching Fire 
(Saqar ). 8 



The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Angels come to you in succession by night and day and all of them get 
together at the time of the Fajr and Asr prayers. Those who have passed 
the night with you (or stayed with you) ascend (to the Heaven) and Allah 
asks them, though He knows everything about you, ‘In what state did you 
leave my slaves?’ The angels reply, ‘When we left them they were praying 
and when we reached them, they were praying.”’ 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah has mobile squads of angels who go about in the bazaars or on the 
roads seeking those who remember Allah. When they find people doing 
so, they call one another and say, ‘Come to what you are looking for.”’ 

(Reported by Ai-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The angels lower their wings over the seeker of knowledge, being pleased 
with his quest.” (Reported by Ibn Majah) 


Angels mentioned in the Qur’an: 

Gabriel 

Allah says: 

j! C&Jj* s-tli Uj (j&L . j jiuAi Vja j3 . jjlil 

(M — o ils Ua La dJufr 

This means: “He has been taught (this Qur'an) by one mighty in power 
[Jibrael (Gabriei)]. Dhu Mirrah (free from any defect in body and mind), 
Fastawa [then he (Jibrael - Gabriel) rose and became stable]. While he 
[Jibrael (Gabriel)] was in the highest part of the horizon, Then he [Jibrael 
(Gabriel)] approached and came closer, And was at a distance of two 
bows' length or (even) nearer, So did (Allah) convev the Inspiration to His 
slave [Muhammad SAW through Jibrael (Gabriel) The (Prophet's) heart lied 
not (in seeing) what he (Muhammad SAW) saw.” (53, An-Najrn: 5-11) 

Allah says: 

-iSJj >^ 3 % L ua Caj *0^*1 ^ ‘LfcA* ^ Jufr s jS ^3 

(vr - n :^jsaii) 

This means: “Verily, this is the Word (this Qur'an brought by) a most 
honorable messenger [Jibrael (Gabriel), from Allah to the Prophet 
Muhammad]. Owner of power, and high rank with (Allah) the Lord of the 
Throne, Obeyed (by the angels), trustworthy there (in the heavens). And (O 
people) your companion (Muhammad (SAW) is not a madman; And indeed 
he (Muhammad (SAW) saw him [Jibrael (Gabriel)] in the clear horizon 
(towards the east ). " (81, At-Takwir: 19-23) 
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Allah says: 

9 0 J ' t * - ^ i- r - a f & 9 * 

$ j-ali (j jiuj ^ JAj AjJj jjjj La] lilua^ 4JUI (jjL tiild ( ^Jt Aljj AJlS (JjjlaJ I jJC- (jl£ t> <J0 


(HV :5jM) 


Tft/s means: “ Say (O Muhammad (peace be upon him):Whoever is an 
enemy to Jibrael (Gabriel) (let him die in his fury), for indeed he has 
brought it (this Qur'an) down to your heart by Allah's Permission, 
confirming what came before it (i.e. the Tawrah (Torah) and the Injeel 
(Gospel)) and guidance and glad tidings for the believers .” 
(2, Al-Baqarah: 97) 

Gabriel and Michael: 


Allah says: 


ItjjjSLSl! j!it Alii <jli Jllwj Alijj Aj£& L aj All I jit jl£ ^ 


This means: “ Whoever is an enemy to Allah, His Angels, His Messengers, 
Jibrael (Gabriel) and Mika'el (Michael), then verily, Allah is an enemy to the 
disbelievers.” (2, Al-Baqarah: 98) 


The angel of death: 

Allah says: 


( ^ 1 :S±aual!) -u *&j JSj ^ ill CjjaJI SXa j£j 


This means: “Say: " The angel of death, who is set over you, will take your 
souls, then you shall be brought to your Lord. ” (32, As-Sajdah: 11) 

Malik, the keeper of the Hell-fire 

Allah says: 


(VV :lj >j!l) iuJXC* & *4j Lilt iUU L IjjUj> 


This means: “ And they will cry: "G Malik (Keeper of Hell)! Let your Lord 
make an end of us.” He will say: " Verily you shall abide forever.”” (43, Az- 
Zukhruf: 77) 

The nineteen angels of the Scorching Fire (Saqar): 

Allah says: 


y "l IjJidJj) *t! It AjUmJ 


This means: “I will cast him into Hell-fire. And what will make you know 
exactly what Hell-fire is? It spares not (any sinner), nor does it leave 
(anything unburnt)! Burning the skins I Over it are nineteen (angels as 
guardians and keepers of Hell). ” (74, Al-Muddathir: 26 - 30) 

The angels who bear the Throne of Allah: 

Aliah says: 



sf AiLu iijj ^jpjS ILj Jaxjj liliiijJ 


This means: “And the angels will be on its sides, and eight angels will, that Day, 
bear the Throne of your Lord above them.” (69, Al-Haqqah: 17) 


Teach Yourself Islam 


Belief in the Revealed Books: 

• Allah revealed texts of guidance to some of His messengers. The 
Qur’an mentioned some of them: the Scrolls of Abraham, the 
Tawrah (Torah) of Moses, the Scripture of David, the Injil (Gospel) 
of Jesus, and .the Qur’an of Muhammad, the Seal of the 
Messengers . 9 



9 The Revealed Books: 
The Scrolls of Abraham: 

Allah says: 


' A Likla!) ^ 1 & o!l 


This means: “ Surely this is in the earliest scrolls. The scrolls of Ibrahim 
(Abraham) and Musa (Moses).” (87, Al-A'la: 18 - 19) 


Allah says: 


(rv - rn ^ ^ ^ ^ A 


This means: “ Or is he not informed with what is in the Scrolls of Musa 
(Moses), And of Ibrahim (Abraham) who fulfilled (or conveyed) all that 
(what Allah ordered him to do or convey)” (53, An-Najm: 36 - 37) 

The Old Testament: 


Allah says: 

- a , S ^ * M a f i 2 

LjJjj) \ j) . (jiLajjJL—i dj Sjl La j Jdu O'® rjjljii 4UI djjjdaj 

IjiafiAJ — uil \ — AJ jLkVIj OJ-hQ^J 0^ 0^ OJ-fc^ ^ jjjj Ig-ji Sijjd! 

fit — i : S ijLJl J ^ p. 1 Aulc- I jjLS j ull£ 


777/s means: “But how do they come to you for decision while they have 
the Tawrah (Torah), in which is the (plain) Decision of Allah; yet even after 
that, they turn away. For they are not (really) believers. Verily, We did send 
down the Tawrah (Torah) [to Musa (Moses)], therein was guidance and 
light, by which the Prophets, who submitted themselves to Allah’s Will, 
judged the Jews. And the rabbis and the priests [too judged the Jews by 
the Tawrah (Torah) after those Prophets] for to them was entrusted the 
protection of Allah’s Book, and they were witnesses thereto.” 
(5, Al-Ma’idah: 43 - 44) 

The New Testament: 


Allah says: 



«■»£«- ' ' ir ' 



4 AJafr J-a J (T-lAj O'* AjXi 0^ 


This means: “And in their footsteps. We sent ’Isa (Jesus), son of Maryam 
(Mary) , confirming the Tawrah (Torah) that had come before him , and We 
gave him the Injeel (Gospel), in which was guidance and light and 
confirmation of the Tawrah (Torah) that had come before it, a guidance and 
an admonition for Al-Muttaqun (the pious).” (5, AI-Ma’idah: 46) 
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• All the Books were perverted, many things were added by the 
human hand, or disappeared, while the Qur’an has been and will 
continue to be preserved from corruption till the end of the world, 
which is one of the inimitabilities of the Qur’an . 10 


• The Qur’an is inimitable in its language and rhetoric, historical, and 
scientific knowledge, laws, and prophecies; the more we expand our 
sphere of knowledge, the more we realize the inimitability of Qur’an . 1 1 


The Psalms of David 

Allah says: 

(° 0 :*'>-VI) JjjlJ UujSij) 

This means: “And to Dawud (David) We gave the Zabur (Psalms).” (17, Al-lsra’: 55) 


10 

Changing the previous Revealed Books: 

Allah says: 


dj&c. U jju Alii JSj ^£i l^iajj j! (JjauJaSal)* 

(Vo 


This means: “Do you (faithful believers) covet that they will believe our 
religion in spite of the fact that a party of them (Jewish rabbis) used to 
hear the Word of Allah (the Tawrah (Torah)) then they used to change it 
knowingly after they understood it ?” (2, Al-Baqarah: 75) 


Allah says: 

a 'w *= s a ^ n «r t % 9 j .a la ii-’J'-it 

uuiS Cux ^ ljjI*luJ Alii 1> fi— i * ^ 0^ JrfA 

r ^ 5^ t* ^ 

(V^ :SjL 31 ) Cu SiJJ 


This means: “ Then woe to those who write the Book with their own hands 
and then say, " This is from Allah , " to purchase with it a little price ! Woe to 
them for what their hands have written and woe to them for that they earn 
thereby.” (2, Al-Baqarah: 79) 


Allah says: 

Alii iic- ja jjijSjj c>* A o* LjUiiu j i tijjii u! jl 

" ■ *• ' w ' ' - " % / ' x ' i i - - 

(VA :^)l>»c- jl) jJfej LjliJI Alii Je. Alii Alo ^ Jx Uj 


This means: “ And verily , among them is a party who distort the Book with 
their tongues (as they read), so that you may think it is from the Book, but 
it is not from the Book, and they say: " This is from Allah, n but it is not from 
Allah; and they speak a lie against Allah while they know it.” 
(3, Al-lmran: 78) 


11 The Holy Qur’an is miraculous and safeguarded: 

See the proofs in the subject of Science of Qur’an (1-1) 
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• The Qur’an can never be translated, but its meanings can be 
translated into another language; it is Qur’an only in its Arabic 
inimitable text as it is revealed. This stipulates empowerment and 
preservation of the Arabic language. 

Belief in the messengers and prophets: 

• Allah has selected prophets for guiding people in every era and 
every place. 1 *" 


12 The Prophets have been sent to all nations: 

Allah says: 


(Y i : jiali) 4^2 Mi. Vj u\j Ui 




This means: “Verity! We have sent you with the truth , a hearer of glad 
tidings , and a warner. And there never was a nation but a warner had 
passed among them.” (35, Fatir: 24) 


Allah says: 


^ O C / * 1-' f - ■* 

( i V : V fA j ial«aiL ^ us p La. \ iU J>ujj 4^1 <Ji! jj 


This means: “And for every Ummah (a community or a nation ), there is a 
Messenger; when their Messenger comes , the matter will be judged 
between them with justice , and they will not be wronged.” (10, Yunus: 47) 


.4 ? 


Allah says: 

(o : jaiii) ijii dii j A^i js Uju 

This means: “And verity , We have sent among every Ummah ( community , 
nation) a Messenger (proclaiming): " Worship Allah (Alone), and avoid (or 
keep away from) Taghut (all false deities, etc. i.e. do not worship Taghut 
besides Allah).” (16, An-Nahl: 36) 

Allah says: 

? Sr -r J#..- - » , J ? % - 

, J « . S . *■ # ^ ... ''A. r- J L. 9 / » ^ ^ ^ 4 I 1 # # .9 .■ .5 4 f -r >> 9 ^ . M % 

Mwj * ■’** * ^ '■ jkl 1 .13 M^j^ f 

§{ I a jSa I Jjjc- Alii (jUj jlu ^11 Alii ^jlc- (JjjLIII MU (jjjAiaj 


This means: “And Messengers We have mentioned to you before, and 
Messengers We have not mentioned to you, - and to Musa (Moses) Ailah 
spoke directly. Messengers as bearers of good news as well as of warning 
in order that mankind should have no plea against Allah after the 
Messengers. And Allah is Ever All-Powerful . All-Wise. 

(4, An-Nisa’: 164 - 165) 

Allah says: 

9 i* !? *• i 


This means: “And We never punish until We have sent a Messenger (to 
give warning).” (17, Al-lsra’: 15) 
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• Some of the prophets are messengers sent by Allah to proclaim His 
Messages and Books. 


• The Qur’an mentioned twenty five prophets, first of whom is Adam 
and the last is Muhammad. 13 


13 Prophets mentioned in the Holy Qur’an: 

Allah says: 

(rr :£ji jaz ji) <ywiuii jfc o'j^ JO JO ^ dll b)) 

This means : “Allah chose Adam , Nuh (Noah), the family of Ibrahim (Abraham) 
and the family of ' Imran above the 'Alamin (mankind and jinns) (of their 
times)/' (3, At-' Imran: 33) 


Allah says: 

I ^ j ^ ^ ^ f- ^ a 

' ,‘J Ja-J 4l UjAjj .fak u! 0 4 Luk^ 

- ' " " -■ J - £ * 

j J— aj <^-1— jjjLJl j LilujJj (-HJjO jLulluj O 4 ^ Si* O 4 ti JA ^ 

j'. » . ) f o - o s - , i „ j * 

I it ^ — Sj Ua^j 0 4 J* Lf 

'' a 'I ^ - V' 

( AV - Af ifbutfl) Jbl ^1 jJfeUjJAj 0*J .(^oaJIxJI J& 


This means: “And that was Our Proof which We gave Ibrahim (Abraham) 
against his people. We raise whom We will in degrees. Certainly your Lord is 
All-Wise, All-Knowing. And We bestowed upon him Is-haq (Isaac) and Ya'qub 
(Jacob), each of them We guided, and before him, We guided Nuh (Noah), and 
among his progeny Dawud (David), Sulayman (Solomon), Ayub (Job), Yusuf 
(Joseph), Musa (Moses), and Harun (Aaron), Thus do We reward the 
good-doers. And Zakariyya (Zachariya), and Yahya (John) and Isa (Jesus) and 
Iliyas (Elias), each one of them was of the righteous . And Isma'il (Ishmael) and 
Al-Yas'a (Elisha), and Yunus (Jonah) and Lout (Lot), and each one of them We 
preferred above the 'Aiamin (mankind and jinns) (of their times). And also 
some of their fathers and their progeny and their brethren, We chose them, 
and We guided them to a Straight Path.’ 1 (6, Ai-An am: 83 - 87) 


miai i oayo 


* 

ijji ojji kbi jii -uJ& 4-j) ;> fii u dii ^ o jti ijja 

1 o :lJI j£-Vl) ^O^tdi O 4 Ulj ^ 


yU Uj 4-«j3 


This means: “And to f Ad (peopie, We sent) their brother Hud. He said: "O my 
people! Worship Allah! You have no other Hah (God) but Him. (La ilaha ili- 
Ailah: none has the right to be worshipped but Allah). Will you not fear (Allah)? 
The leaders of those who disbelieved among his peopie said: " Verily , we see 
you in fooiishness, and verily, we think you are one of the liars. 
(7, Al-A raf: 65 - 66) 


Allah says: 

4iu 0 4 4_Lu lia & jjc- 4__S] y* ^£1 l U dll IjJu&i U JU ^1 Ij$ 

(vr :uil jc-VI) 4^1 Lj|j& U j-uiaj Vj dll ^ J*^ AjT j»£l dll 


This means: “And to Thamud (people, We sent) their brother Salih (Saleh). He 
said: ”0 my people! Worship Allah! You have no other Hah (God) but Him. (La 
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ilaha ill-AHah: none has the right to he worshipped but AHah). Indeed there has 
come to you a dear sign (the miracle of the coming out of a huge she-camel 
from the midst of a rock) from your Lord. This she-camel of Allah is a sign 
unto you; so you leave her to graze in Allah's earth , and touch her not with 
harm , lest a painful torment should seize you.” (7, Al-Araf: 73) 

Allah says: 


Oj* 5 ^ C>* ^. u u 4 ■> ha UJI 4-»jjtf Jli j) 

(A ^ — A « iciljc-Sl!) j**-* J j 

This means: “And (remember) Lout (Lot), when he said to his people: "Do 
you commit the worst sin such as none preceding you has committed in 
the ! Alamin (mankind and jinns)? " Verily , you practise your lusts on men 
instead of women. Nay, but you are a people transgressing beyond 
bounds (by committing great sins). " (7, At -A raf: 80 - 81) 

Allah says: 

jisSi i jajti fSki* '■£ alyc- 4_ ij ;> fii u 4ii \j±&\ ^ u jis g*1si jjj) 

di ^ ^ oajn Vj JJtfljlil o-lill Vj b'iuflj 


(Ao :uil jfrVI) 

rh/s means: “And to (the people of) Madyan (Midian), (We sent) their 
brother Shu'ayb. He said: "O my people! Worship Allah! You have no other 
Hah (God) but Him. [La ilaha ill-AHah (none has the right to be worshipped 
but Allah )]. " Verily, a clear proof (sign) from your Lord has come unto you; 
so give full measure and full weight and wrong not men in their things, and 
do not mischief on the earth after it has been set in order, that will be 
better for you, if you are believers ." (7, Al-Araf: 85) 

Allah says; 


.(jjAxailil 4_&fr JS (Jj£ jaJU tjfc ijlliai 4iLj Jjfr jfi J\ UjI^L J* J* fJbiu <> liu 

/ \ . t _ \ . v st /'...Mitt * * .* % V - '.i *.• 


rh/'s means: “ Then after them We sent Musa (Moses) with Our Signs to 
Fir'awn (Pharaoh) and his chiefs, but they wrongfully rejected them. So see 
how was the end of the Mufsidun (mischief-makers). And Musa (Moses) 
said: "O Fir'awn (Pharaoh)! I am a Messenger from the Lord of the ’ Alamin 
(mankind, jinns and all that exists)." (7, Al-A raf: 103 - 104) 

Allah says: 


LT — ^ ^ Jal IjU J\ ijj£4 4jjfeV |jU & \j jj .JutJ* tilUl Ja j) 

0 * — ^ : ^) i jlkli & j Li .(juija Uj UU1 Uli .(/ja jUl! 

This means: “ And has there come to you the story of Musa (Moses)? When 
he saw a fire, he said to his family: "Wait! Verily, I have seen a fire, perhaps 
1 can bring you some burning brand therefrom, or find some guidance at 
the fire." And when he came to it (the fire), he was called by name: "O 
Musa (Moses)!" ” Verily ! I am your Lord! So take off your shoes, you are in 
the sacred valley, Tuwa. (20, Taha: 9-12) 


Allah says: 
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4 sL-iulj a <ju» 4j U« ULZ&k \ n>jlwli fAj! CuIj >^kJI (J^ ^\ 

- ^ ^ ' ' a ^ # fl # # ^ t , 

(At — At rfLuj^l) jjSjj tjJut ^ <a kj ^a-* 


7 / 1 /s means: “ And (remember) Ayub (Job), when he cried to his Lord: 
"Verity, distress has seized me, and You are the Most Mercifui of all those 
who show mercy. " So We answered his call, and We removed the distress 
that was on him, and We restored his family to him (that he had lost), and 
the like thereof along with them, as a mercy from Ourselves and a 
Reminder for all who worship Us.” (21, AI-Anbiya J : 83 - 84) 


Allah says: 

£ 

— A® :pl j.tiVI) C * ^ l Ur* t/® 


" b -"3 - o '- 

(An 


This means: “And (remember) Ismail (Ishmael), and Idris (Enoch) and 
Dhul-Kifl (Isaiah), all were from among As-Sabirin (the patient ones, etc.) 
And We admitted them to Our Mercy. Verily, they were of the righteous.” 
(21, Al-Anbiya’: 85 - 86) 


Allah says: ; 

cd vj 'Ul v ul CjUiiaJI (5 JUS OJ ji 6^2 lja 3 3) Ojil Ijj) 

(A A — AV :fLujVI) C>* ft Lu> i j 4J Ujai-uli 


This means: And (remember) Dhan-Nun (Jonah), when he went off in anger, 
and imagined that We shall not punish him (i.e. the calamities which had 
befallen him)! But he cried through the darkness (saying): La ilaha ilia Anta 
[none has the right to be worshipped but You (0 Allah)], Glorified (and Exalted) 
are You [above all that (evil) they associate with You]. Truly, I have been of the 
wrong-doers. So We answered his call, and delivered him from the distress. 
And thus We do deliver the believers (who believe in the Oneness of Allah, 
abstain from evil and work righteousness).” (21, Al-Anbiya’: 87 - 88) 


Allah says: 

ki ukildij /jjaj ki uLajj aj i uyLA k . jjjjijii tiuij ivp v <-o 

^ 9 i --"* ^ ^ J * ' * ^ ^ 

(n r - An jaijj Uij S'^'j jkki! ftJA .oj-JUdl kd Lj-Llj Uajj 


This means: “And (remember) Zakariyya (Zachariah), when he cried to his 
Lord: "O My Lord! Leave me not single (childless), though You are the Best of 
the inheritors. So We answered his call, and We bestowed upon him Yahya 
(John), and cured his wife (to bear a child) for him. Verily, they used to hasten 
on to do good deeds, and they used to call on Us with hope and fear, and used 
to humble themselves before Us. And (remember) she who guarded her 
chastity [Virgin Maryam (Mary)], We breathed into (the sleeves of) her (shirt or 
garment) [through Our Ruh - Jibrael (Gabriel)], and We made her and her son 
[’Isa (Jesus)] a sign for AI-’Alamin (the mankind and jinns). Truly! This, your 
Ummah [Shari'ah or religion (Islamic Monotheism)] is one religion, and I am 
your Lord, therefore worship Me (Alone).” (21, Al-Anbiya’: 89 - 92) 


Allah says: 


(t ) {llfi iLlua 4jj fofcfjj) UuSl\ ^ 


This means: “And mention in the Book (the Qur’an) Ibrahim (Abraham). 
Verily! He was a man of truth, a Prophet.” (19, Maryam: 41) 
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• Among the prophets there are messengers endowed with resolve: 
Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad . 14 

• Allah supported His messengers with tangible miracles, while the 
continuous great miracle of Islam is the Holy Qur’an , 15 

• The prophets are infallible in their morality and truthfulness in 
conveying the propagation. They are of different ranks, but the best 
of them is the Seal of Messengers . 16 


Allah says: 


| s>A lAlu Ijji CjU] )jj I n'nTk) j UliA 


This means: “Those were they unto whom Allah bestowed His Grace from 
among the Prophets , of the offspring of Adam, and of those whom We carried 
(in the ship) with Nuh (Noah), and of the offspring of Ibrahim (Abraham) and 
Israel and from among those whom We guided and chose. When the Verses of 
the Most Beneficent (Allah) were recited unto them, they fell down prostratina 
and weeping. ” (19, Maryam: 58) 


There are many other stories of the prophets in the Holy Qur'an. 


14 


Messengers with resolve: 


Allah says: 

(To b- f >i Ijijl Us AU>ti) 

this means: “So endure patiently as the Messengers endowed with resolve 
(endured) patiently. ” (4, Al-Ahqaf: 35) 

15 Qur’an is the miracle of Islam: 

See the proofs in Unit 1 . 

16 Muhammad is the Seal of the Prophets: 

Allah says: 

(S :l -U flJI) »A jij CH*J J (£^1 A) 

This means: “He it is Who has sent His Messenger (Muhammad SAW) with 
guidance and the religion of truth (Islamic Monotheism) to make it victorious 
over all (other) religions even though the Mushrikun (polytheists, pagans, 
idolaters, and disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah and in His Messenger 
Muhammed SAW) hate (it).” (61, As-Saff: 9) 

Allah says: 

(r :oAjU3I) c n , ua jj yjjju LAAji j diLiSI 


Unit 2: Faith 



• Prophethood and the holy message were terminated with the advent 
of the Prophet Muhammad; all those who claim other than that are 
liars and renegades of the faith of Islam, c.g. the followers of 
Baha’ism and Qadianism. 

• The essence of all messages is one, i.e., Islam (submission to 
Allah). 17 


This means: " This day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed My 
Favor upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your religion 
(5, Al-Ma’idah: 3) 

Allah says: 


(1 * 


ajIaj O* ^ tjl Aa'i a (jls Cip 


This means: “ Muhammad (SAW) is not the father of any man among you, but 
he is the Messenger of Allah and the last (end) of the Prophets ” 
(33, Al-Ahzab: 40) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“My similitude in comparison with the other prophets before me, is that of a 
man who has built a house nicely and beautifully, except for a place of one 
brick in a corner. The people go about it and wonder at its beauty, but say, 
'Would that this brick be put in its place!' So I am that brick, and I am the East 
of the Prophets.” (Reported by A!-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) also said: 


“I have many names: I am Muhammad, I am Ahmad, I am Ai-Mahi through 
whom Allah obliterates unbelief, and I am Al-Hashir (the gatherer) at whose 
feet people will be gathered, and I am Al- Aqib (after whom there would be 

none).” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 


17 Islam is the call of all the prophets: 

Allah says: 


(t* :,UWI) 


i uf vi Ajj v a3 a 2 \ yi 4 > dii o- uL/j Uj) 


This means: “ And We did not send any Messenger before you (O 
Muhammad SAW) but We inspired him (saying): La ilaha ilia Ana [none has 
the right to be worshipped but I (Allah)], so worship Me (Alone and none 
else).” (21, Al-Anbiya’: 25) 


Allah says: 


c j— < >»>■ ■.» aA&J ^ 'dii O' OjbJjj ^ 0 j>% b^' Oil 

\ 0 * UuiJI) OjJ*^' &LJjI dJj Ijisuj O' 0 


This means: “Verily, those who disbelieve in Allah and His Messengers 
and wish to make distinction between Allah and His Messengers (by 
believing in Allah and disbelieving in His Messengers) saying, "We believe 
in some but reject others, " and wish to adopt a way in between. They are in 
truth disbelievers.” (4, An-Nisa 1 : 150 - 151) 
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Allah says: 

:<j\ j — ac j]) U iu (jA VJ IjjjI i fl\Hl Uj ^CuiVl All U& 

(" 

This means: "Truly, the religion with Allah is Islam. Those who were given 
the Scripture (Jews and Christians) did not differ except , out of mutual 
jealousy , after knowledge had come to them.” ( 3 , Al-' Imran: 19) 

Allah says: 

d_j &AJ, 


Ulxklj Ujj .fjiUt uial wiLSJ Ha JjSj Ujj Jj&Ulujj «^ull jj 

t A — ^ Y V :S 4-aiui* All LlujJ <j-aj 

This means: “And (remember) when Ibrahim (Abraham) and (his son) 
I small (Ishmael) were raising the foundations of the House (the Ka’bah at 
Makkah), (saying), " Our Lord I Accept (this service) from us. Verily ! You are 
the All-Hearer, the All-Knower. Our Lord! And make us submissive unto 
You and of our offspring a nation submissive unto You.” 
(2, Al-Baqarah: 127 - 128) 

Allah says: 

a f- g " _ * - t -■ r- ^ / 

iu j^ * • «« *0 VJ CPj— « 3 Oi- 1 — 1 ' f— £3 Alii 'j) Ij Lj£a jj Aol 

(\rr :SjM) 

This means: “And this (submission to Allah, Islam) was enjoined by 
Ibrahim (Abraham) upon his sons and by Ya’qub (Jacob) (saying), "O my 
sons! Allah has chosen for you the (true) religion, then die not except in 
the Faith of Islam (as Muslims - Islamic Monotheism).” (2, Al-Baqarah: 132) 

Allah says: 

U — cf— iaUuiVij f^jil lA jjjiUj Aiju 11**1 

0 ^ :SjAjJI) itijAuiA <1 ykjj Jjij v (jA £jJ±hl yjjl t-*j 

This means: “Say (O Muslims), "We believe in Allah and that which has 
been sent down to us and that which has been sent down to Ibrahim 
(Abraham), Ismail (Ishmael), Is-haq (Isaac), Ya’qub (Jacob), and to Al- 
Asbat (the offspring of the twelve sons of Ya’qub (Jacob)) and that which 
has been given to Musa (Moses) and Isa (Jesus), and that which has been 
given to the Prophets from their Lord. We make no distinction between any 
of them, and to Him we have submitted (in Islam). ”” (2, Al-Baqarah: 136) 
Allah says: 

(A t (jj S jiijj AjItS <QiL jl Lj Jliji 

This means: “And Musa (Moses) said: ”0 my people! If you have believed 
in Allah, then put your trust in Him if you are Muslims (those who submit 
to Allah’s Will).” (10, Yunus: 84) 

Allah says: 

t iSajIaI)) Sljjiii Ul)j| U|}* 

This means: “Verily, We did send down the Tawrah (Torah) [to Musa 
(Moses)], therein was guidance and light, by which the Prophets, who 
submitted themselves to Allah’s Will, judged the Jews.” (5, Al-Ma’idah: 44) 

Yusuf says in the Holy Qur’an: 



Unit 2: Faith 



• Islam is the religion of instinct. 


• All messengers regarded each other as true in their propagation. 
Moses and Jesus gave the good tidings of Muhammad’s 
propagation. 

• Belief in all prophets without exception is a pillar of faith. 



ijj) ULw 


This means ; " Cause me to die as a Muslim (the one submitting to Your 
Will), and join me with the righteous.” (12, Yusuf: 101) 

The Prophet Nuh says in the Qur’an: 


(V T (Ja (JjS) J Alii JOc* VI u! J^l o* Ua 


This means : “ But if you turn away [from accepting my doctrine of Islamic 
Monotheism, i.e. to worship none but Allah], then no reward have I asked 
of you, my reward is only from Allah, and I have been commanded to be 
one of the Muslims (those who submit to Allah's Will).” (10, Yunus: 72) 

In his letter to Balqis, Solomon says: 

(r * : j*a) ^ ^ v() 


This means: “ Be you not exalted against me, but come to me as Muslims 
(true believers who submit to Allah with full submission).” (27, An-Naml: 
31) 

Balqis embraced Islam. She says in the Holy Qur’an: 


(it : JaUIJ <o±«2U]| uj ^Lajluj ^a £laLm\j t-rfto ^j\ ^ j 


This means: “My Lord I Verily, I have wronged myself, and I submit (in 
Islam, together with Sulayman (Solomon), to Allah, the Lord of the 'Alamin 
(mankind, jinns and all that exists).” (27, An-Naml: 44) 


Allah says: 


jjSI (jiij Aill V 1$ jfe (jjjllll jiaS Alii S jjaS Ujrk AjVj 




This means: “So set you (O Muhammad SAW) your face towards the 
religion o f pure Islamic Monotheism Hanifa (worship none but Allah Alone) 
Allah's Fitrah (i.e. Allah's Islamic Monotheism), with which He has created 
mankind. No change let there be in Khatq-illah (i.e. the Religion of Allah 
Islamic Monotheism), that is the straight religion, but most of men know 
not.” (13, Ar-Rum: 30) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Every child is bom with a true faith of Islam (i.e., to worship none but 
Allah Alone) and his parents convert him to Judaism, Christianity, or 
Magianism.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 


Teach Yourself Islam 


• Belief in Muhammad’s Prophethood is half of the Islamic creed 
“There is no deity worthy of worship but Allah, and Muhammad is 
the Prophet of Allah”. 18 



in the Last Day: 

• Death is a decree of Allah since eternity, and could not happen in 
advance or even be postponed, and Allah only knows when it will 

19 

occur. 
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Giving glad tidings of the coming of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be 

upon him) in the previous Revealed Books: 

Allah says: 


UaJ (jluiA J>*jj j ujUS ^Julit Lai (jlliA All) lit j)j$ 

(A \ : Jl) ^(jjJALuiit ijA « bj tjA^-uiU Jti U jJ\ tjila (jj *^ t j»jjj3tt Jli 


This means: “And (remember) when Allah took the Covenant of the 
Prophets , saying: "Take whatever I gave you from the Book and Hikmah 
(understanding of the Laws of Allah, etc.), and afterwards there will come 
to you a Messenger (Muhammad SAW) confirming what is with you; you 
must, then, believe in him and help him. " Allah said: "Do you agree (to it) 
and will you take up My Covenant (which I conclude with you)?" They said: 
"We agree." He said: " Then bear witness; and I am with you among the 
witnesses (for this). (3, Al-' Imran: 81) 


Allah says: 

0 oV (Jjajtftj stjjb LjjjL ^it jjL-yit 


This means: “Those who follow the Messenger, the Prophet who can 
neither read nor write (i.e.Muhammad SAW) whom they find written with 
them in the Tawrah (Torah) and the Injeel (Gospel). ,r (7, Al-Araf: 157) 

Allah says: 


f ? ' i o - a*** ^ a 

c> Jy oi ^ ^1 <11\ J jlij <jj) yZi L iS**' cP jjj) 

<Lalut (j-a 


This means: “And (remember) when Isa (Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary), 
said: "O Children of Israeli I am the Messenger of Allah unto you 
confirming the Tawrah [(Torah) which came] before me, and giving glad 
tidings of a Messenger to come after me, whose name shall be Ahmad . ” 
(61, As-Saff: 6) 


i 9 

Death is a decree of Allah: 

Allah says: 

9 


:^UAt) (ailfr Ja*Ja Jklj ilkt 


Unit 2: Faith 


• The Barzakh life is the period of waiting until the Hour comes, it 
begins with the questions of the two Angels according to which the 

° • 1 ■ . 9Q w 

torture or bliss of the tomb will be determined. 

• Belief in the Hour includes the belief in its major and minor signs 
which the Prophet noted such as corruption and the change of 
people’s conditions. 



This means: “ He it is Who has created you from day ; and then has 
decreed a stated term (for you to die). And there is with Him another 
determined term (for you to be resurrected )” (6, Ai An' am: 2) 


Allah says: 


(VA ^ fUS jij 


This means: “Wheresoever you may be, death wiil overtake you even if 
you are in fortresses buiit up strong and high! 11 (4, An-Nisa’: 78) 


Allah says: 

V p ir AAjL ^ cP! lAs Cy* ^4^ ^ 


This means: “And if Aiiah were to seize mankind for their wrong-doing , He 
wouid not ieave on it (the earth) a single moving (living) creature , but He 
postpones them for an appointed term and when their term comes , neither 
can they delay nor can they advance it an hour (or a moment).” 
(16, An-Nahi: 61) 


Allah says: 


(r i : jLail) C Cjj^j ijMkl ^ Uj| 


This means: “And no person knows in what iand he will die.” 
(31, Luqman: 34) 


20 The torture of the grave: 

Allah says: 


jJul (j.jp'jk Ji J VjJC' jju jUJI .s-iljadl fj-uj JLj 

(i*\ — i© r^ali) $ lj! JjlH 


This means: “While an evil torment encompassed Firawn’s (Pharaoh) 
people. The Fire; they are exposed to it, morning and afternoon, and on the 
Day when the Hour will be established (it will be said to the angels): 
"Cause Fir'awn’s (Pharaoh) people to enter the severest torment!”” 
(40, Ghafir: 45 - 46) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“When anyone of you dies, he is shown his place both in the morning and 
in the evening. If he is one of the people of Paradise; he is shown his place 
in it, and if he is of the people of the Hell-Fire; he is shown his place 
therein. Then, it is said to him, This is your place till Allah resurrect you 
on the Day of Resurrection. 1 ” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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• No one but Allah knows the time of the Hour. 


21 The Hour: 

Allah says: 

: jilc-) <-4 j ^ Oil 


This means: “ Verily ; the Hour (Day of Judgement) is surely coming , therein 
is no doubt ” (40, Ghafir: 59) 


Allah says: 

^ - fl Jo P ^ S J# i f *■ * r ^ m 

O J * kj j L^la Ijial ^ 'I tfJ J aa j u iU . Jjl! 

(yh - ^ Y ^ OjjUj o! V) (Jail 


This means : “ And what can make you know that perhaps the Hour is close 
at hand? Those who believe not therein seek to hasten it, while those who 
believe are fearful of it, and know that it is the very truth. Verily, those who 
dispute concerning the Hour are certainly in error far away.” 
(42, Ash-Shura: 17-18) 


jIjU— L it y — 2 ( "i ffi VJ 

iQj V HI ^ 4J1I Iaj} J 3 tiljls tdj^jCuU Vj 


1 — ~ 

(\ AV :JA J&V 


This means: “They ask you about the Hour (Day of Resurrection): "When 
will be its appointed time?” Say: ” The knowledge thereof is with my Lord 
(Alone). None can reveal its time but He. Heavy is its burden through the 
heavens and the earth. It shall not come upon you except all of a sudden. ” 
They ask you as if you have a good knowledge of it Say: "The knowledge 
thereof is with Allah (Alone) but most of mankind know not."” 
(7, Al-A raf: 187) 

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him ) said: 

“My advent and the advent of the Day of Judgment are placed together as 
my two fingers.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

There are more proofs in the Holy Qur’an and Sunnah: 

The great signs of the Hour: 

Allah says: 

(y (c&a fj)) 

This means: “When the heaven is split asunder.” (84, Al-lnshiqaq: 1) 

Allah says: 


(\ : jUaijyi) (CiJiH) fULil IjI ) 


This means: 

Allah says: 


“When the heaven is cleft asunder.” (82, Al-lnfitar: 1) 



lj]j |j|j 


This means: “When the sun Kuwwirat (wound round and lost its light). And 
when the stars shall be turbid.” (81, At-Takwir: 1-2) 


Allah says: 



Unit 2: Faith 



• Then comes the blow of stunning and the blow of resurrection, 
when everybody will be resurrected for reckoning. 


• Then people are mustered to the ever greatest situation (the Day of 
Ruling ). 22 


( T : jUaijyi) jili! l j) 

This means: “ And when the plants have fallen and scattered .” 
(82, Al-lnfitar: 2) 

Allah says: 

(r jui fjjj) 

This means: “ And when the seas are burst forth.” (82, Al-lnfitar: 3) 

Allah says: 


This means: “And when 

(81, At-Takwir: 11) 

Allah says: 


the heaven shall be stripped off.” 


* t ifLu&l) JaJuJI fULtll ^jiaj fjjj 


This means: “And (remember) the Day when We shall roll up the heavens 
like a scroll rolled up for books.” (21 , Al-Anbiya’: 104) 


Allah says: 


(rv :<>* jJ!) Siijj ojlia fUUl cjLijl lit 


This means: “Then when the heaven is rent asunder, and it becomes rosy 
or red like red-oil, or red hide.” (55, Ar-Rahman: 37) 


Allah says: 


(AT fj2 Ji\ AjV'j ^ fjjfc Jjill ij| 


This means : “And when the Word (of torment) is fulfilled against them, We 
shall bring out from the earth a beast to them, which will speak to them.” 
(27, An-Naml: 82) 


Allah says: 


9 £ 9 2 0 * J * - 

*1 If La&i) JS 0 - (kAj {Tjalaj I j) 




This means: “Until, when Ya'juj and Ma'juj (Gog and Magog) are let loose 
(from their barrier), and they swiftly swarm from every mound.” 
(21, Al-Anbiya r : 96) 


22 The blow and resurrection: 

Allah says: 




0 A 


This means: “And the Trumpet will be blown, and all who are in the 
heavens and all who are on the earth will swoon away, except him whom 
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• In the Day of Ruling, people will be exposed to the greatest fright 
which will be increased or mitigated according to their balance of 
deeds. 

• Everyone will see his balance of good and bad deeds, as they will 
be weighed with a balance unknowni to us. 


Allah wills. Then it will he blown a second time and behold , they will be 
standing , looking on (waiting).” (39, Az-Zumar: 68) 


Allah says: 


IjjjI Ulij/l Jiajjl 


This means: “That Day mankind will proceed in scattered groups that they 
may be shown their deeds.” (99, Az-Zalzalah: 6) 


Allah says: 


— t ijUaijVIJ La (IiaIC' .sJj jjju jjjUI 1 3) 


This means: “And when the graves are turned upside down (and they 
bring out their contents). (Then) a person will know what he has sent 
forward and (what he has) left behind (of good or bad deeds).” 
(82, Al-lnfitar: 4-5) 


Allah says: 


^ f La jjj u 13} Mil 


This means: “Knows he not that when the contents of the graves are 
brought out and poured forth (all mankind is resurrected).” 
(100, Al- Adiyat: 9) 


Allah says: 


(* fji ) 


This means: “It is a Day whereon mankind will be like moths scattered 
about” (101, Al-Qari'ah: 4) 


23 The Reckoning: 

Allah says: 


LJu Li , \ ^ j UjjI Jjji C>* 4-3^ ujj ^ ^ jjJ ialn&il 

(£ V :*UjVI) 


This means: “And We shall set up balances of justice on the Day of 
Resurrection, then none will be dealt with unjustly in anything. And if there 
be the weight of a mustard seed, We will bring it And Sufficient are We as 
Reckoners.” (21, A!-Anbiya ! : 47) 

Allah says: 



Unit 2: Faith 



• All people after that will be pushed to the bridge (Sirat) that spans 
the Hell-fire. Those whose bad deeds overweigh the good ones will 
fall in Hell, e.g. disbelievers and polytheists, whereas the obedient 
benevolent believers will be rescued to the eternal paradise . 24 


Vjji „ (jjj — 11 til! — Ijli 4 til!— lj(i (JSlII dxa jj 

(<\ - a :d»\ >vi) ioj^u UjUL i jii u 4^1 


This means: “And the weighing on that day (Day of Resurrection) will be 
the true (weighing). So as for those whose scaie (of good deeds) will be 
heavy , they will be the successful (by entering Paradise). And as for those 
whose scale will be tight , they are those who will lose their ownselves (by 
entering Hell) because they denied and rejected Our Ayat ( proofs , 
evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.). ” (7, A I -A 'raf: 8-9) 

Allah says: 


(A - V Jll) 4 ® Ji 1 j** 


This means: “So whosoever does good equal to the weight of an atom (or 
a small ant), shall see it And whosoever does evil equal to the weight of 
an atom (or a small ant), shall see it.” (99, Az-Zalzalah: 7-8) 


24 


The bridge (Sirat): 

Allah says: 

V ^ Ifjj a) l$-i£ jjjj ijfijl 4 ■ ijfc (jtS l&Jjlj VJ (jjjl 

(V Y - 


This means: “ There is not one of you but wiit pass over it (Hell); this is 
with your Lord ; a Decree which must be accomplished. Then We shall save 
those who used to fear Allah and were dutiful to Him. And We shall leave 
the Zhalimun (polytheists and wrongdoers, etc.) therein (humbled) to their 
knees (in Hell).” (19, Maryam: 71 - 72) 

Paradise and Hell: 


J o t 


Allah says: 

^ ^ j til™ !ljli 3*3 * 3^3 jl Cy VI (j 5^3 4 {; < u CyP 

(1 * : JiIp) |uU jj u 44 03*JJi 


This means: “ Whosoever does an evil deed, will not be requited except the 
like thereof, and whosoever does a righteous deed, whether male or 
female and is a true believer (in the Oneness of Allah), such will enter 
Paradise, where they will be provided therein (with all things in 
abundance) without limit ” (40, Ghafir: 40) 


Allah says: 

« gr J» 2 "■ : J* - " £ a * .1 ,■ m £ . ^ * 

4 443^ 4^ tMi tjjjljyi cA* '>0 lt) 44* 03^' 

IP „ - ^ * I a i ^ " P - P ■ - J ^ " ___ "* - 

ujIjj! 1 <J 4 -LJJjSlSll Ljljxll (Jjto. (Jilj (JL 1 ^ 31 ^ lifc * 1*1 ^Lij ljLsI 

(vr - V > *Xyj 4^J &**3 44 
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Belief in Destiny: 


• Destiny is the well -contrived system set by Allah for the universe, 
and then He commands its action without any restraints, 
coincidence or luck; according to His measures. 

• Man’s freedom does not contradict Allah’s destiny concerning 
taking decisions and attitudes prone to be questioned and judged, as 

25 

long as they are his choice. 


This means: “ And those who disbelieved wiil be driven to Hell in groups , 
till , when they reach it , the gates thereof wilt be opened (suddenly like a 
prison at the arrival of the prisoners). And its keepers will say, " Did not the 
Messengers come to you from yourselves, reciting to you the Verses of 
your Lord, and warning you of the Meeting of this Day of yours?" They will 
say: "Yes, but the Word of torment has been justified against the 
disbelievers !" It will be said (to them): "Enter you the gates of Hell, to 
abide therein. And (indeed) what an evil abode of the arrogant!" And those 
who kept their duty to their Lord will be led to Paradise in groups 
(39, Az-Zumar: 71-73) 

There are other proofs in the Holy Qur’an and Sunnah. 


25 Destiny: 

Allah says: 


U 4 Ut fjn. (jj Ul JX j fj\ Jjfl 4^4 V) ^ Vj (J* 3 jVI 4.A WX 4 1-4 jfc 

' (rr 


This means: “No calamity befalls on the earth or in yourselves but is 
inscribed in the Book of Decrees (Al-Lawh Al-Mahfuz), before We bring it 
into existence. Verily, that is easy for Allah.” (57, Al-Hadid: 22) 


Allah says: 


9 * 


(o ^ 4ill j UJ AJJI Ca V} U.ui<qj jSjs 


This means: “Say: "Nothing shall ever happen to us except what Allah has 
ordained for us. He is our Mawla (Lord, Helper and Protector)." And in 
Allah let the believers put their trust. ” (9, At-Tawbah: 51) 


Allah says: 

(jkll aIHj Qjilaj f&lx 4-fcjlia \luXxl JUu qa 

i£1 £jj±xx <03 aIs ^Vl JS f <j* >»V) £)* ui J 4 aIIaUJI ^ 

l_u£ jjA ^ ji uiu ubs u ui <js ji 

^ ® t Jl) 


This means: “Then after the distress, He sent down security for you. 
Slumber overtook a party of you, while another party was thinking about 
themselves (as how to save their ownselves, ignoring the others and the 
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• Belief in Allah's destiny does not contradict the necessity to take 
mundane procedures as well as to resort to supplication as a means 
of gaining more of Allah’s grace and mitigating His predestined 
trials that will afflict a person . 26 

• Belief in the unseen as shown by Allah in His Holy Book entails the 
submission to all that He constitutes, whether pertaining to the 
Divine Entity, angels, prophets, messages, or the Last Day. 

• Belief in the unseen elevates the human being from the animal level 
of sensory understanding to the intellectual understanding and a 
broader perception of the whole existence . 27 



Prophet SAW) and thought wrongly of Allah - the thought of ignorance . 
They said , " Have we any part in the affair? 11 Say you (O Muhammad SAW): 
" Indeed the affair belongs wholly to Allah . " They hide within themselves 
what they dare not reveal to you , saying: “If we had anything to do with the 
affair , none of us would have been killed here.” Say: Even if you had 
remained in your homes , those for whom death was decreed would 
certainly have gone forth to the place of their death. ” (3, At-' Imran: 154) 

Advising Ibn 'Abbas, when he was a child, the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
said: 

“Remember that if ail the people desire to benefit you, they will be unable 
to bestow anything upon you except that which Allah has preordained (for 
you), and if all of them agree to do you harm, they will not be able to afflict 
you with anything except that which Allah has predestined against you. 
The pens have been lifted and put aside and the ink of the book of 
predestination has dried up.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

26 Following mundane procedures and supplicating to Allah: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“If you get wind breaking out plague in a land do not enter it, and if it 
appears in land in which you happen to be, do not leave it.” 
(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) also said: 

“Caution does not prevent destiny. Yet, invocation benefits (a Muslim) 
concerning (the preordained things) that happened or not. So, adhere to 
invocation, servants of Allah.” (Reported by Ahmad) 


27 Believing in the unseen: 

Allah says: 

(r 
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Acts that nullify faith: 

• Some of these acts are offering oblation and sacrifices at the tombs 
of the righteous patrons of Allah and others, supplicating Allah 
through them, seeking their intercession, circumambulating around 
their tombs, and wiping them to seek blessing . 28 



This means: “ Who beiieve in the Ghayb and perform As-Salah (Iqamat-as- 
Salah), and spend out of what We have provided for them (i.e. give Zakah, 
spend on themselves , their parents , their children, their wives, etc., and 
also give charity to the poor and also in Allah's Cause - Jihad).” 
(2, Al-Baqarah: 3) 

28 Nullifiers of faith: 


Glorifying tombs and the dead: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Beware of those who preceded you and used to take the graves of their 
prophets and righteous men as places of worship, but you must not take 
graves as mosques; I forbid you to do that.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) also said: 

May Allah's Curse be on the Jews and the Christians for they built places 

of worship at the graves of their prophets.” 

(Reported by Af Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“You should neither sit on the graves nor pray with your faces directed 
towards them.” (Reported by Muslim) 

Ibn ’Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) cursed women who visit graves, 
those who build mosques over them and erect lamps (there).” 

(Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

Jabir (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) has forbidden the graves to be 
plastered or to be used as sitting places (for the people), or a building 
should be erected over them.” (Reported by Muslim ) 

Abu Al-Hayyaj Al-Asadi narrated that Ali Ibn Abi Talib said to him, “ Should I not 
send you on the same mission as Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) 
sent me? Do not leave an image without obliterating it, or a high grave without 
levelling It.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Do not make your houses graves, and do not make my grave a place of 
festivity. But invoke blessings on me, for your blessings reach me 
wherever you may be.” (Reported by Abu Dawud and Ahmad) 

Sacrificing for the sake of other than Allah: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 
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• Denying Qur’anic texts and authentic Hadiths, or refusing to apply 
the clear-cut rulings extracted from them. 


• Claiming the knowledge of the unseen, and believing in astrology 
and fortune-telling . 29 

• Practicing sorcery and prestidigitation; making and hanging 

30 

amulets and believing in bad omens. 


“Allah cursed him who sacrificed for anyone besides Allah.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 


Astrology: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If anyone acquires any knowledge of astrology, he acquires a branch of 
magic.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

Fortune-telling: 

Allah says: 

(0^ Vj I $ aW j V l-uxJI 9 jjfr 

This means: “ And with Him are the keys of the Ghayb (all that is hidden ), 
none knows them but He. 3 ’ (6, AT An' am: 59) 


Allah says: 




This means: “(He Alone) the All-Knower of the Ghayb (unseen), and He 
reveals to none His Ghayb (unseen). ” (72, Al-Jinn: 26) 


Vj U "0! * ^ 


(^ A A :u>l jfrVl) 


This means: “if I had the knowledge of the Ghayb (unseen), I should have 
secured for myself an abundance of wealth, and no evil should have 
touched me. I am but a warner, and a bringer of glad tidings unto people 
who believe (7, Al-A'raf: 188) 

There are other verses in the Holy Qur’an concerning this matter. 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“He who goes to a fortune-teller and believes him, his prayers will not be 
accepted for forty days.” (Reported by Muslim) 


30 Amulets and seeking refuge with other than Qur’an and Sunnah: 


The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 
“Spells, charms, and love potions are polytheism.” 
(Reported by Ahmad and Abu Dawud) 

Magic: 
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2-2 Comparative religion 

• All inspired holy messages were originally one message: “Allah is 
One without any associate”, One who has not begotten and has not 
been begotten. 


• Reason for deviation of faiths: the intervention of human beings like 
priests, clergy, statesmen and leaders who strive to change what 
Allah has revealed to His prophets. 

• Polytheistic faiths have one or more of the following manifestations: 

i) Associating other than Allah in worship 

ii) Attributing a son or wife to Allah 

iii) Considering Allah as of two or three personal subjects with 
different names 


Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet (peace 
be upon him) said: 

“Avoid the seven deadly things. It was said: What are they. Messenger of 
Allah? He replied: Associating anything with Allah, practicing sorcery, 
killing one whom Allah has declared inviolable without a just cause, 
devouring the property of an orphan, devouring usury, fleeing from the 

battle-field, and accusing the pious women with adultery. 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Pessimism: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“There is no ' Adwa, nor Tiyarah (bad omen), nor Hamah, nor Safar.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

[Hamah is a bird which the Arabs used to believe to come out of the head of the 
murdered person and ask for revenge. The Arabs of Jahiliyyah used to consider 
the lunar month, Safar, as an evil omen]. 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, when omens were mentioned in his 
presence: 

“The best type is the good omen. A Muslim should not refrain from 
anything because of an omen. When any of you sees anything which he 
dislikes, he should say: O Allah You Alone brings good things, You Alone 
avert evil things, and there is no might or power but in Allah.” 

(Reported by Abu Dawud) 
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iv) Hallowing and deifying human prophets and other good 
men 

v) Worshipping idols, pictures, or material icons 

vi) Considering the clergy, leaders, distinguished sects or 
groups as sacrosanct 

vii) Modifying revealed texts by human hands, or hallowing 
human texts 

viii) Claiming the death of the worshipped god, his resurrection 
from grave, and ascension to heavens as an expiation for 
the human sins . 31 



31 Faiths of polytheism: 


Associating other than Allah in worship: 

Allah says: 

\ » *\ :uLu 

This means: “ And most of them believe not in Allah except that they 



Ji) 




attribute partners unto Him [i.e. they are Mushrikun - polytheists ]” 
(12, Yusuf: 106) 


Allah says: 

V 1 <u 4-UI UjUili fV>-A Vj j V U 4 JJI Oj - 1 Oj 

( \ A ^ {J* Vj cjljUlJI 


This means: “ And they worship besides Allah things that hurt them not , 
nor profit them , and they say: " These are our intercessors with Allah.” 
Say: "Do you inform Allah of that which He knows not in the heavens and 
on the earth?" Glorified and Exalted be He above all that which they 
associate as partners with Him!” (10, Yunus: 18) 


Allah says: 

(V \ Uj ^ ^ Uj UUa^ui Aj JjL ^ U 4J2I ^ 


This means: “ And they worship besides Allah others for which He has sent 
down no authority, and of which they have no knowledge and for the 
Zhalimun (wrong-doers, polytheists and disbelievers in the Oneness of 
Allah) there is no helper.” (22, Al-Hajj: 71) 


Allah says: 


(oo jS^I Vj V U ^1 £> 


This means: “And they (disbelievers, polytheists, etc.) worship besides 
Allah, that which can neither profit them nor harm them, and the 
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Hinduism: 

i) Calling to Divine Trinity: Brahma as the creator, Vishnu the 
protector of the creation, and Shiva the annihilator and resurrector 

ii) Claming the deity has a son called Krishna 

iii) Believing in the crucifixion and resurrection of Krishna 

iv) Considering the priests (Brahmas) to speak on behalf of God, and 
adopting a caste system; at the top is the Barahamas and the 
bottom are the non-caste Hindu (pariahs) 

v) Believing in the Deity’s embodiment in hallowed animals, like 
cows, to be worshipped 

vi) Calling to the reincarnation of spirits among living beings and, thus, 
denying the idea of the Last Day and recompense. 

The Sikh creed is similar to Hinduism except that it calls to the 
Oneness of God, besides the unity under His sovereignty. 

Buddhism: 

i) Ignoring the creator or denying his existence 

ii) Worshipping Buddha (Mahawira) and hallowing his statue 

iii) Believing in the birth of Buddha without a father on 25 December 

iv) Believing in the death of Buddha and his resurrection 

v) Denying the idea of the Last Day and recompense 


disbeliever is ever a helper (of the Satan) against his Lord.” 
(25, Al-Furqan: 55) 
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vi) Calling for reaching the state of Nirvana (brightness) through 
austerity, monasticism, and enjoying pain 


Magianism: 

i) Dual God, the god of evil and darkness and the god of goodness 
and light, is the essence of this contrived religion 

ii) Worship of fire 

iii) The priests’ monopoly of knowledge, hallowing them, and 
adopting the class system 


Judaism: 

i) There are many deities that are considered to be the sons and 
relatives of the Deity. 

ii) Conceptualizing Allah in the form of a human being (Adam) 

iii) The Deity’s care is restricted to the progeny of Israel. 

iv) Attributing the rank of prophethood to their priests and rabbis 

v) Believing that the jews are the selected nation of Allah 

vi) Negating the idea of Judgement and the Last Day 

vii) Following the teachings of Tawrah (The Old Testament for 
Christians) which includes history, tradition, and views of priests, 
judges, and kings, as well as folkloric songs. It was written down 
gradually throughout hundreds of years after Moses’ death, and 
the same for the Talmud which was written by priests. 


Christianity: 

i) Deifying Jesus 
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ii) Considering Jesus the son of Allah 

iii) Believing in the Divine Trinity which has different forms 
in the Christian sects 


iv) Believing in the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus 

v) Believing in mankind salvation from the original sin 
perpetrated by Adam through Jesus’ crucifixion 

vi) Having faith in the infallibility of the church which has the 
power to speak, legislate, and forgive on behalf of Allah 

vii) Hallowing the pictures and statues of Jesus, Virgin Mary, 
and the Cross 


viii) Following the teachings of the Old Testament, and the 
New Testament which is composed of four bibles written 
by Matthews, Mark, Luke and John, and which cites Jesus 
biography, in addition to the letters and prophecies of his 
disciples written down after his death and all were claimed 
as words of Allah 32 


32 


Affiliating a son or a wife to Allah: 

Allah says: 

This means: “ Yet , they join the jinns as partners in worship with Allah, 
though He has created them (the jinns), and they attribute faiseiy without 
knowledge sons and daughters to Him. Be He Glorified and Exalted above 
(all) that they attribute to Him.” (6, Ai-An'am: 100) 

Allah says: 

C ^ ^ ^ J ^ L» ii ililj iij) Ijlis jf 

This means: “And they (Jews, Christians and pagans) say: Allah has 
begotten a son (children or offspring). Glory be to Him (Exalted be He 
above all that they associate with Him). Nay, to Him belongs all that is in 
the heavens and on earth, and ail surrender with obedience (in worship) to 
Him." (2, Al-Baqarah: 116) 

Allah says: 
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^jjill Jj3 jjj^AL-aj ^aIjSL ^lj£ 03 j 4J1I (jjl ^j-u 4 a !1 jj jUxill Ullij aM\ <jj| jjjp Jj^-ill 

(? * :<L>j 2JI) *1. jj£2jj Aill S& 6* 


This means : “ And the Jews say: Vzayr (Ezra) is the son of Allah, and the 
Christians say: Messiah is the son of Allah. That is a saying from their 
mouths. They imitate the saying of the disbelievers of old. Allah 's Curse be 
on them , how they are deluded away from the truth!” (9, At-Tawbah: 30) 


Allah says: 

i t - __ f ^ S' » J* 

|l_£j jUaU (jA 'jj (jijVI ^ Uj LjljUuill U kl <^3x11 jA <UUU 111 j AUI liJI I jlliijS~' 

(1A V U -Ull JOe. Ojijiji 


This means: “They (Jews, Christians and pagans) say: "Allah has begotten 
a son (children). " Glory be to Him ! He is Rich (Free of alt wants). His is all 
that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth. No warrant you have for 
this. Do you say against Allah what you know not.” (10, Yunus:68) 


Allah says: 


0 


©T - 
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This means: “ Verily , it is of their falsehood that they (Quraysh pagans) 
say: Allah has begotten offspring or children (i.e. angels are the daughters 
of Allah)?” And, verily, they are liars!” (37, As-Saffat: 151 - 152) 


Considering Allah as one of two or three subjects with different names: 


Allah says: 


(vr : a liUll) C^»J Vj 4 1J ■(> Uj Ai^i) Ullj 4031 0 ) I jlli Jil* 


This means: “Surely, disbelievers are those who said: ” Allah is the third of 
the three (in a Trinity). ” But there is no Hah (god) (none who has the right 
to be worshipped) but One Hah (God -Allah).” (5, Al-Ma f idah: 73) 


t> * .* 


Allah says: 

4Ui£j aUI Jj-i-mj (Hj** Cwl Uj) (j^l VI 4-HI Vj ljli-i V 4-_iLl£ll (JaI Li* : 

oi AiUlui 1^1 j A II lill Uj) ^£1 I jji I j^lll AjVj IjJjAj Vj 4ily jj 4ilb I jiali aJU £jjj ^yl) Ulill 

V \ IfLuull) ^V-iSj AULj (ji^J jVI Uj Cil jUUll U 4j aIj 4j ^jjiLi 


This means: “O people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians)! Do not 
exceed the limits in your religion, nor say of Allah aught but the truth. The 
Messiah Isa (Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary), was (no more than) a 
Messenger of Allah and His Word, (”Be!” - and he was) which He bestowed 
on Maryam (Mary) and a spirit (Ruh) created by Him; so believe in Allah 
and His Messengers. Say not: "Three (trinity)!” Cease! (it is) better for you. 
For Allah is (the only) One Hah (God), Glory be to Him (Far Exalted is He) 
above having a son. To Him belongs alt that is in the heavens and all that 
is in the earth. And Allah is All-Sufficient as a Disposer of affairs.” 
(4, An-Nis 1 : 171) 

Allah says: 

(® \ : Jaall) 4a.) j 0^' C>H — N 'j-Uli V 4311 


This means: “And Allah said (O mankind!): “Take not ilahayn (two gods in 
worship, etc.). Verily, He (Allah) is (the) only One Hah (God). Then, fear Me 
(Allah SWTj much [and Me (Alone), i.e. be away from all kinds of sins and 
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evil deeds that Allah has forbidden and do all that Allah has ordained and 
worship none but Allah]. ” (16, An-Nahl: 51) 

Deifying people: 

Allah says: 

!l V — 1) \ V} L«j 4111 jjj ij* LLjjI 

(V :4jjj 1I]| Lab V} 

This means: ' They (Jews and Christians) took their rabbis and their monks 
to be their lords besides Allah (by obeying them in things which they made 
lawful or unlawful according to their own desires without being ordered by 
Allah), and (they also took as their Lord) Messiah, son of Maryam (Mary), 
while they (Jews and Christians) were commanded [in the Tawrah (Torah) 
and the tnjeel (Gospel)) to worship none but One Hah (God - Allah) La ilaha 
ilia Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He). Praise and glory be 
to Him, (far above is He) from having the partners they associate (with 
Him).” (9, At-Tawbah: 31) 

Allah says: 


p V IsJuLall) XfijA £U**-all jA 4-111 IjltS ^jlj jil^ 

This means: “Surely, in disbelief are they who say that Allah is the 
Messiah, son of Maryam (Mary).” (5, Al-Ma’idah: 17) 

Allah says: 

<011 Li JlSj 'fljA jj| ^urtli jA <031 l^ltS ^J^ll jL S ilil) 

(VY 

This means: “Surely, they have disbelieved who say: "Allah is the Messiah 
[Isa (Jesus)], son of Maryam (Mary)." But the Messiah [Isa (Jesus)] said: 
"O Children of Israel! Worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord. 

(5, Al-Ma’idah: 72) 

Allah says: 

(jj£j La Jla 4ili jjJ £y> — l) (jaUll Olid Cu\\ L <011 jU 3l jl 

(Jlul (Oil tiluA j ^ La jObl Vj La ^Iju Axalc- Afii Ajlfl du£ La ^1 

(m rS-OLOl) 

This means: “And (remember) when Allah will say (on the Day of 
Resurrection): "O Isa (Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary)! Did you say unto 
men: Worship me and my mother as two gods besides Allah?’ " He will 
say: "Glory be to You! It was not for me to say what I had no right (to say). 
Had I said such a thing, You would surely have known it You know what is 
in my inner-self though I do not know what is in Yours, truly, You, only 
You, are the All-Knower of all that is hidden and unseen.”” 
(5, Al-Ma’idah: 116) 


Modifying the revealed texts: 

Allah says: 

tcjj La jij ryi ijjijikj AJ AJit f&s Iji-jlgl u' 

(V» 
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This means: “Do you (faithful believers) covet that they will believe in your 
religion in spite of the fact that a party of them (Jewish rabbis) used to 
hear the Word of Allah (the Tawrah (Torah)) then they used to change it 
knowingly after they understood it?" (2, Al-Baqarah: 75) 


Allah says: 


(>vn :S jJi) jiLi ^ o!j ^ 


This means: “That is because Allah has sent down the Book (the Qur'an) in 
truth . And verily, those who disputed as regards the Book are far away in 
opposition.” (2, Al-Baqarah: 176) 


Allah says: 

i ft O $ , r- D > 9 J 9 ^ ^ e ^ ^ 

0)1 JA Jjljajj (> U j LjljSil ftj uAji oJSk (4-^ oIj) 

•' '■ - - ■ ^ ^ S * " > 

(V A :£l Ji) ^ Al!l ilc- > Uj 


T/i/s means: “And verily, among them is a party who distort the Book with 
their tongues (as they read), so that you may think it is from the Book, but 
it is not from the Book, and they say: ” This is from Allah,” but it is not from 
Allah; and they speak a lie against Allah while they know it” 
(3, Al-' Imran: 78) 


j * 


Allah says: 

i jili ji sijjiit j>b o' S£ o- ^ vi f 1 *^' 

(•\r tjj-c J') ^ d 


This means: “All food was lawful to the Children of Israel, except what 
Israel made unlawful for himself before the Tawrah (Torah) was revealed. 
Say (O Muhammad SAW): " Bring here the Tawrah (Torah) and recite it, if 
you are truthful." (3, Al-' Imran: 93) 


> ( 


Allah says: 

5ua ub ijjjliij u jjiia (■ ijj JojiSc vj oJ&i i*us# ijsji c«j» <&• ^ ^ $ 

A V : jaC- JT) ^ O'b 3 


This means: “(And remember) when Allah took a covenant from those who 
were given the Scripture (Jews and Christians) to make it (the news of the 
coming of Prophet Muhammad SAW and the religious knowledge) known 
and clear to mankind, and not to hide it, but they threw it away behind their 
backs, and purchased with it some miserable gain / And indeed worst is 
that which they bought” (3, Al-'lmran: 187) 


Allah says: 


ajlu*\$a iu f jjpCa-wi i-jAiU IjJU b jiil t>> 

(i\ :SajU2l) 


This means: “And of the Jews are men who listen much and eagerly to lies 
- listen to others who have not come to you. They change the words from 
their places.” (5, Al-Ma’idah: 41) 
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Exercises 

Pillars of faith 

1 . What are the pillars of the Muslim faith? 

2. What proves the existence of Allah, and His Oneness? 

3. What is the difference between the concepts of Godhood and 
Divinity? 

4. What does belief in the Oneness of Allah require one to do? 

5. How can the Muslim understand the Attributes of Allah as 
expressed in the Qur’an? 

6. Mention some of the characteristics of the angels. 

7. Mention four Revealed Books other than the Qur’an. 

8. Which of the Revealed Books has its text been preserved since its 
revelation until the present day? 

9. What is the difference between a prophet and a messenger? 

1 0. Who are the messengers who were endowed with resolve? 

1 1 . Can anyone other than the prophets be described as perfect human 
being? 

12. What is the miracle of Islam? What is the difference between this 
miracle and others brought forth by the previous messengers? 

13. What is the bridge over Hell? 


Alleged crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus: 

Allah says: 


<jAl) u! J lA-Aj * jA*- 3 Aj » t-aj 4111 Jj*uf j fijA ^ i ^ Lilia UJ 

'All L)Aj 4^1 ^ill Aifj Jj . LLjAj Laj (3^1 V) IJA 4j ^1 L» 


(S 3A - > ® V iLuS* 

This means: “ And because of their saying (in boast), "We killed Messiah 
7sa (Jesus), son of Matyam (Mary), the Messenger of Allah, " - but they 
killed him not, nor crucified him, but the resemblance of Isa (Jesus) was 
put oyer another man (and they killed that man), and those who differ 
therein are full of doubts. They have no (certain) knowledge, they follow 
nothing but conjecture. For surely; they killed him not [i.e. 'Isa (Jesus), son 
of Maryam (Mary): But Allah raised him [‘Isa (Jesus)] up unto Himself. And 
Allah is Ever All-Powerful, All-Wise." (4, An-Nisa T : 157 - 158) 
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14. What are the differences between the minor and major signs of the 
Hour? 

15. List in order the events of the Day of Resurrection. 


1 6. How can the belief in the unseen be realized? 

17. Mention some types of false beliefs and practices, by some 
ignorant Muslims, that nullify faith. 

18. What is the ruling of Islam concerning those who deny: a) a 
Qur’anic text or an authentic Hadith; b) the application of a clear- 
cut Shari 'ah rule? 

Comparative religion 

1 . What combines all the revealed messages in their original form? 

2. What are the reasons for the deviation of beliefs? 

3. Mention six of the features of deviation, which are common among 
the creeds that are not monotheistic. 

4. Mention in brief the main deviations in each of: Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Magianism, Judaism, and Christianity. 

5. What beliefs do the following have in common: Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Magianism, Judaism, and Christianity? 




UNIT 3 

WORSHIP 


3-1 Purification 

• Purification is obligatory in the Qur’an and Sunnah. It means to be 
purified from any filth, i.e. dirt that accumulates on the whole body, 
clothing, and the ground used for prayer; as well as to be purified by 
performing ablution in order to attain a state of ritual purity. 

• Purification is attained by means of clean water that has not been 
mixed with anything impure. In the absence of water, pure soil 
(earth) can be used. 

'• Purification is nullified by anything that is emitted from the private 
parts (feces and urine), animal urine and stool, blood, pus, vomit, 
and dead body, and untanned animal skins or hides . 1 

• The good manners of relieving oneself are avoiding public places 
and water supplies, screening oneself, avoiding speaking throughout 


1 Purification is obligatory: 

Allah says: 




I * .* • 


This means: “ And if you are in a state of Janabah (i.e. had a sexual 
discharge), purify yourself (bathe your whole body).” (5, Al-Ma’idah: 6) 


Allah says: 


(t :>J1) C OftSj) 


This means: “And your garments purify !” (74, Al-Muddathir: 4) 
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Cleanliness is half of the faith.” (Reported by Muslim) 
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the process, avoiding carrying anything that bears Allah’s Name, 
and doing one’s best to not face the Qiblah. 


* 7 

• Cleansing oneself after defecation: water is the most preferable 
means for doing this. The left hand is to be used, and a certain 
invocation should be said after leaving that place. Whenever the 

Prophet (peace be upon him) would come out of the privy, he would 
say: Grant me Your forgiveness. 


2 The conventional rules of going to the toilet: 

Avoiding public places and not speaking with others: 

The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“When two persons go together for relieving themselves uncovering their 
private parts and talking together, Allah, the Great and Majestic, becomes 
wrathful at this (action).” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

Avoiding public places and water supplies: 

The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Be on your guard against three things which provoke cursing: easing in 
the watering places, on the thoroughfares, and in the shade (of the tree).” 
(Reported by Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah) 

Not to bear anything that has the Name of Allah written in it: 

Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“When the Prophet (peace be upon him) entered the privy, he removed his 
ring.” (Reported by Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi) 

Avoiding facing the Qiblah: 

“It was said to Salman: Your Prophet teaches you everything, even about 
excrement. He replied: Yes. He has forbidden us to face the Qiblah at the 
time of easing or urinating.” 

(Reported by Muslim, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa’i, and Abu Dawud) 

3 Cleaning oneself after defecation: 

Anas Ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) entered an enclosure while a 
servant was following him with a jar of water and he was the youngest 
amongst us and he placed it by the side of a lote-tree. When the 
Messenger of Allah, (peace be upon him) relieved himself, he came out 
and had cleansed himself with water. (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

Cleaning oneself after defecation should be with the left hand: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“None of you should hold penis with his right hand while urinating, or wipe 
himself with his right hand in privacy.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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• Ablution is a necessary condition for a valid prayer because there 
is great blessings in it. 


• The obligatory elements of ablution are to have a sincere intention, 
to wash one’s face, to wash the two arms up to, and including, the 
elbows, to wipe one’s head, to wash one’s feet up to, and including, 
the ankles, and to pay attention to the order of the elements of 
ablution (for Hanbali and Shaff i Schools) and incessancy (for 
Hanbali and Maliki Schools)." 1 

• The Sunnah acts when performing ablution are: 
a) To mention Allah’s Name. 


4 Performing ablution for prayer: 

Allah says: 


.kikjlj ^ ijLic-li 


Jti m yL& Ij) \ jm\ bjJfl Ip Q 

(\ :Sa JL dl) J\ 


This means: “O you who believe! When you intend to offer As-Salah (the 
prayer ), wash your faces and your hands (forearms) up to the elbows , rub 
(by passing wet hands over) your heads , and (wash) your feet up to 
ankles.” (5, Al-Ma’idah: 6) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The key of prayer is purification.” (Reported by Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi) 
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah does not accept prayer without purification.” (Reported by Muslim) 
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah does not accept prayer of anyone of you if he does Hadath (passes 
wind, urine, or feces) till he performs the ablution (anew).” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The merits of performing ablution: 

Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“Should not I lead you to something by which Allah obliterates the sins 
and elevates (your) ranks? They said: Yes, Allah's Messenger (with great 
pleasure). He said: Performing proper ablution despite unfavorable 
conditions, frequently going to the mosque, and waiting for the next prayer 
after performing the due one. That is the (real) dedication (to the acts of 
devotion).” (Reported by Muslim) 

Obligatory integrals of ablution: 

Proofs from the Holy Qur’an: (see Performing ablution for prayer) 

Arrangement: It is referred to in the above-mentioned verse. 
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b) To wash the two hands. 

c) To rinse the mouth (obligatory for Hanbali and Shafi'i Schools) 

and brush one's teeth using a tooth-stick. 

d) To sniff (obligatory for Hanbali and Shaffi Schools) and 

inhalate water, followed by blowing it out. 

e) To wipe the ears inside and outside. 

f) To start from the right-hand side. 

g) To wash three times. 

h) To let the water reach between the fingers and toes. 

i) To start wiping the head from the forehead. 

j) To wash more than what is obligatory of the face, hands, and 

feet. 

k) to soak the hair of the beard with water. 

l) to conclude ablution by saying a certain invocation. 5 


5 The Sunnahs of performing ablution: 

Washing the two hands: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“When anyone amongst you wakes up from sleep, he must not put his 
hand in the utensil till he has washed it (his hand) three times, for he does 
not know where his hand was during the night.” (Reported by Muslim) 

Siwak: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Had not I find it hard for my people, I would have commanded them to use 
the Siwak [tooth-stick] before every prayer.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Rinsing the mouth: 

'Abdu Khayr narrated: 

“AN came upon us and he had already offered prayer. He asked for water. 
We asked: What will you do with water when you have already offered 
prayer? - Perhaps to teach us. A utensil containing water and a wash-basin 
were brought (to him). He poured water from the utensil on his right hand 
and washed both his hands three times, rinsed the mouth, snuffed up 
water and cleansed the nose three times. He then rinsed the mouth and 
snuffed up water with the same hand by which he took water.” 
(Reported by Abu Dawud) 

Snuffing up the nose: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Snuff up water freely unless you are fasting.” 

(Reported by An-Nasa’i, Abu Dawud, and At-Tirmidhi) 

Starting with the right organ: 

'A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated: 
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• It is offensive to waste water, exceed three times, leave out one of 
the acts of the Sunnah, and carry out the ablution in an impure 
place . 6 


“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) loved to start from the right- 
hand side for performing ablution, for combing (the hair) and wearing the 
shoes.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

'A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated: 

“The Prophet used to like to start from the right side on wearing shoes, 
combing his hair, and cleaning or washing himself and on doing anything 
else.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Penetrating the beard with water: 

Anas Ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“Whenever the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) performed 
ablution, he took a handful of water, and, putting it under his chin, made it 
go through his beard, saying: Thus did my Lord command me.” 
(Reported by Abu Dawud) 

Letting water reach between fingers: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If you perform ablution, cleanse the base of the fingers of your hands and 
feet.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

Washing more than what is obligatory of face, hand, and leg; by washing 
above and down them: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“My people will be summoned on the Day of Resurrection with bright faces 
and white hands and feet due to the traces of ablution. If anyone can 
extend his brightness (by letting water as far as he can on the parts of 
ablution), let him do so.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

6 Offensive acts of performing ablution: 

To extravagantly use water: 

Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) performed ablution with one 
Mudd (a measure of two thirds of a liter, approx.). It may be less or more.) 
and took bath with a Sa‘ (a measure equivalent to four Mudds; three liters, 
approx.) up to five Mudds.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

Exceeding three times: 

'Abdullah ibn 'Amr Ibn Ai-'As (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“A man came to the Prophet (peace be upon him) and asked him: 
Messenger of Allah, how is the ablution (to be performed)? He (the 
Prophet) then called for water in a vessel and washed his hands up to the 
wrists three times, then washed his face three times, and washed his 
forearms three times. He then wiped his head and inserted both his index 
fingers in his ear; he wiped the back of his ears with his thumbs and the 
front of his ears with the index fingers. He then washed his feet three 
times. Then he said: This is how ablution should be performed. If anyone 
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• Things that nullify one's ablution are anything that is emitted from 
the genitals (feces, urine or wind), deep sleep in a lying position, 
absence of mind because of fainting , diabetic coma, or temporary 
insanity, and touching (of the skin) between members of the 
opposite sex, lustfully or not (depending on the different Schools of 
Jurisprudence). 

• It is praiseworthy to renew one’s ablution before every prayer in 

m m —t 

cases of incontinence of urine and constant menstruation. 

• Having a bath to completely purify oneself is obligatory for Junub 
(being in a state of major ritual impurity) the cause of which is 
sexual intercourse or the emission of semen, after the menstrual 
period or post-natal bleeding has finished, and for a newly 
converted Muslim. 

• Having a bath to completely purify oneself is praiseworthy, for 
Friday Prayer (congregation), and when entering the state of ritual 
consecration (Ihram), entering Makkah or standing on mount 
'Arafat. 



does more or less than this, he has done wrong and transgressed, or 
(said) transgressed and done wrong.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

7 Nullifiers of ablution: 

Anything that comes out of genitals: 

Proofs from the Prophetic Hadiths: (see Performing ablution for prayer) 

Deep sleep: 

The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“The eyes are the leather strap of the anus (i.e., one can avoid anything 
that nullifies his ablution as long as he is awake), so one who sleeps 
should perform ablution.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

Touching one’s sexual organ: 

The Prophet (pace be upon him) said: 

“He who touches his penis should not pray until he performs ablution.” 

(Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

The ablution of a woman in a state of incessant menstruation: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said to Fatimah Bint Abi Hubaysh: 

“Then take a bath and then perform ablution for every prayer and pray.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

Incontinence of urine: The same ruling of the state of incessant menstruation 
is applied here. 
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• In order to be considered completely pure, one must wash the 
whole body with water, rubbing whenever necessary to remove 
impurities, letting the water reach and penetrate every part between 
the fingers and toes, hair, navel and so on. 

• The Sunnah actions concerning bathing: 

a) Mentioning the Name of Allah. 

b) Cleaning the two palms with water. 

c) Cleaning any impurity. 

d) Rinsing the mouth , inhaling the water, and cleaning the ears 

internally. 

e) Beginning with washing the organs of ablution except for the 

legs. 

• It is offensive (when having a bath) to excessively waste water, use 
stagnant water, or be in an impure or open place . 8 



8 Having purificatory bath: 

Having a purificatory bath because of Janabah is obligatory: 


Allah says: 


(^ Qk ojj) 


This means: “ And if you are in a state of Janabh (i.e. had a sexual 
discharge ), purify yourself (bathe your whole body).” (5, Al-Ma’idah: 6) 

Allah says: 

(£Y* :fU) <1^*3 V) tkk 


This means: “ Nor when you are in a state of Janabah , (i.e. in a state of 
sexual impurity and have not yet taken a bath) except when travelling on 
the road (without enough water, or just passing through a mosque), till you 
wash your whole body.” (4, An-Nisa': 43) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“When anyone sits amidst four parts (of the woman) and the (circumcised) 
parts touch each other, a bath becomes obligatory.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Having a bath because of menstruation and after giving birth: 


Allah says: 


(Y Y Y :SjM) CiXHpaJ ^ f LuiUI 


4 J 
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• While being in a state of Janabah, it is prohibited to recite Qur’an 

or touch it, pray, or enter mosques unless being a wayfarer . 9 


This means: “Therefore keep away from women during menses and go not 
unto them till they are purified (from menses and have taken a bath).” 
(2, Al-Baqarah: 222) 


The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said to Fatimah Bint Hubaysh: 

“Remain away (from prayer) equal (to the length of time) that your menses 
prevented you. After this (after the period of usual courses), bathe yourself 
and offer prayer.” (Reported by Muslim) 

Newly converted Muslims; 

It was narrated that: “the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) ordered 
Thumamah Al-Hanafi, newly converted to Islam as he was, to have a 
purificatory bath.” (Reported by Ai-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Desirable purificatory bath: 

Friday: 

Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“Taking a bath on Friday is essential for every adult person.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Undesirable acts of having a purificatory bath: 

To extravagantly use water: 

“The Prophet (peace be upon him) used to take a bath with a Sa' (a 
measure equivalent to four Mudds, three liters approx.) (of water) and 
perform ablution with a Mudd (A measure of two thirds of a liter of water, 
approx.).” (Reported by Muslim) 

Bathing in open places: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah is characterized by modesty and concealment. So, when any of you 
washes, he should conceal himself.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 


9 Things that a Junub should not do: 

Reciting Qur’an: 

' Ali Ibn Abi Talib (may Allah be pleased with him) said: 

“The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) came out from the privy and 
taught us the Qur’an and ate meat with us. Nothing prevented him; or the 
narrator said: Nothing prevented him from (reciting) the Qur’an except 
sexual defilement.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

Entering mosgues and performing prayers: 

Allah says: 


a J - o 




This means: “Approach not As-Salah (the prayer) when you are in a 
drunken state until you know (the meaning) of what you utter , nor when 
you are in a state of Janabah (i.e. in a state of sexual impurity and have not 
yet taken a bath) except when travelling on the road (without enough 
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• It is lawful to make use of pure soil (Tayammum) instead of 
performing ablution with water, if there is no water or if it might 
cause harm. 


• To perform Tayammum, one must put one’s hands onto clean soil 
(dust) and then wipe the face and palms. 

• Tayammum is nullified in the same way as ablution with water, as 
well as if water becomes available, or the reason for not using water 
no longer exists . 10 

• It is permitted to wipe over light leather socks or stockings on 
condition that they are to be worn while one is ritually pure, i.e. 
after the ablution or the purifying bath has been performed, they are 
to be removed only to wash the feet, and the time for wiping over 

the socks should not exceed a day and a night for the resident and 

* 


water , or just passing through a mosque ), tilt you wash your whole body. ” 
(4, An-Nisa’: 43) 

Touching the Qur’an: 

Allah says: 


( V ^ V) Amim 


This means: " Which (that Book with Allah) none can touch but the 


purified.” (56, A!-Waqi'ah: 79) 
10 Allah says: 


f.L» tjJaj f-LuuJl jfclumV j\ h H * \\ ^ &1a j\ jSum ji J" 4 u!„ 

:f.U) I j k' t Glia 


This means: “ And if you are ill, or on a journey, or one of you comes after 
answering the call of nature, or you have been in contact with women (by 
sexual relations) and you find no water, perform Tayammum with clean 
earth and rub therewith your faces and hands (Tayammum).” 

(4, An-Nisa’: 43) 

'Ammar Ibn Yasir (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Companions of the Prophet (peace be upon him) wiped with pure 
earth (their hands and face) to offer the Dawn prayer in the company of the 
Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him). They struck the ground with their 
palms and wiped their faces once. Then they repeated and struck the 
ground with their palms once again and wiped their arms completely up to 
the shoulders and up to the armpits with the inner side of their hands.” 
(Reported by Abu Dawud) 
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three nights for the traveler and the socks should cover the feet and 
the ankle and should not be transparent. 


• It is lawful to wipe over splints and bandages. 1 1 


3-2 Prayers 

• Prayer is a continuous relation between a bondman and his Lord. 


Ruling concerning wiping on the boots of light leather, and others that 
take the same ruling: 

A different interpretation of the verse: (5, Al-Ma’idah: 6) is: 

rub (by passing wet hands over) your heads, and your feet...”. 

Al-Mughirah Ibn Shu' bah narrated: 

“I poured water while the Prophet (peace be upon him) performed ablution 
in the Battle of Tabuk. He wiped over the upper part of the socks and their 
lower part.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

'Ali Ibn Abi Talib (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) stipulated (the upper limit) 
of three days and three nights for a traveler and one day and one night for 
the resident.” (Reported by Muslim, Abu Dawud, and At-Tirmidhi) 

'Ubay Ibn 'Umarah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“I asked: Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) may I wipe over the 
socks? He replied: Yes. I asked: For one day? He replied: For one day. I 
asked again: And for two days? He replied: For two days too. I asked 
again: And for three days? He replied: Yes, as long as you wish.” 

(Reported by Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah) 

Boots of light leather (or stockings) should be worn after purification: 

When Al-Mughirah Ibn Shu'bah stretched out his hand to take off the Prophet’s 
Khuff (leather socks) during performing Wudu’, he said: 

“Leave them. I put them on after performing Wudu’” 

(Reported by Ai-Bukhari and Muslim) 

There is a fixed time for permitting wiping: 

'Ali Ibn Abi Talib (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) stipulated (the upper limit) 
of three days and three nights for a traveler and one day and one night for 
the resident.” (Reported by Muslim) 

Wiping the splint: 

Concerning the person who had his head wounded, washed it; and, accordingly, 
died, the Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“It was sufficient for him to perform Tayammum, put a piece of cloth on his 
wound, then wipe it, and wash the rest of his body.” 

(Reported by Abu Dawud) 
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Prayer prevents obscenity and rejuvenates a sense of piety to Allah. 
It cultivates in a Muslim the spirit of community , brotherhood, 
equality, and discipline. It is an ideal model for the Muslim nation 
that should be led by their best in knowledge, jurisprudence and 
morality. 

• Prayer is obligatory for every Muslim in its five specific times: 
early morning (after dawn and before sunrise), noon, mid-afternoon, 
sunset, and evening. 

• Prayer is the most preferred form of worship as it is the pillar of 
religion. It is the first pillar of Islam after saying, "there is no god 
but Allah and Muhammad is the Prophet of Allah." 
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Prayer is obligatory: 

Allah says: 

Jat 'ull J \ 3li 

(> * T :fLuJJi) Ja GUS 


This means: " When you have finished As-Salah (the prayer - 

congregational '), remember Aliah standing , sitting down, and lying down 
on your sides, but when you are free from danger, perform As-Saiah 
( Iqamat-as - Saiah). Verily, the prayer is enjoined on the believers at fixed 
hours.” (4, An-Nisa’: 103) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Islam is raised on five pillars: The testification that there is no god but 
Allah, that Muhammad is His bondsman and Messenger, the establishment 
of prayer, the payment of Zakah [poor-due], the pilgrimage to the House of 

Allah (Ka bah), and fasting during Ramadan.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The wisdom behind the prayer and the merits of it: 


Allah says: 


(t O j.iVmli) plwrkftfl (jc* S^CuaJ) <j)j 


This means: tf Verily, As-Saiah (the prayer) prevents from Al-Fahsha 1 (i.e. 
great sins of every kind, unlawful sexual intercourse, etc.) and Al-Munkar 
(i.e. disbelief, polytheism, and every kind of evil wicked deed, etc.).” (29, 
AI-'Ankabut: 45) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 
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• The Prophet’s highly recommended prayers: some are confirmed 
Sunnah and others are not. Besides, it is up to the Muslim to 
perform more voluntary prayers as he likes. 

• The prescribed prayers are obligatory for every sane, mature 
Muslim. Women must be free from menstruation and post-natal 

1 T 1 

bleeding in order to pray. 

• Conditions for a prayer to be performed correctly are: 


“The principle of this matter is Islam, its hump is prayer, and its top is 
Jihad.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Verily between man and polytheism and unbelief is the negligence of 
prayer.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“I have been commanded to fight against people until they testify that 
there is no god but Allah, that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, 
perform prayers, and pay Zakah. If they do that, the protection of their 
blood and property will be guaranteed by me, except when justified by law, 
and their affairs (regarding truthfulness of faith) is decided by Allah.” 
(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“I said: O Messenger of Allah, which deed is the most beloved by Allah? 

He said: Performing the prayer at its fixed time.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The similitude of the five prayers is like an overflowing river passing by 
the gate of one of you in which he washes five times daily.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“When the time for a prescribed prayer comes, if any Muslim performs 
ablution well and offers his prayer with humility and bowing, it will be an 
expiation for his past sins, so long as he has not committed a major sin; 
and this applies to all times.” (Reported by Muslim) 

13 Woman should be free from menstruation and post-natal bleeding: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said to Fatimah Bint Hubaysh: 

“When the blood of the menses comes, it is black blood which can be 
recognized; so when that (i.e. black blood) comes, refrain from prayer; but 
when a different type of blood comes, perform ablution and pray, for it is 
(due only to) a vein.” (Reported by Abu Dawud and An-Nasa’i) 
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a) Purification of what makes it necessary to perform ablution, as 

well as purification from Janabah (having sexual intercourse) 
by bathing 

b) Covering the private parts of the body: from the navel to the 
knee for men, and the whole body excluding the face and the 
two hands for women 

c) Facing the directi on of prayer (Qiblah) 

d) The purity of one’s clothing 

e) Knowing the due time for prayer 14 


14 Conditions for rightly performed prayers: 
Purification: (see: Purification 3-1) 

Covering one’s private parts: 

Allah says: 


(T \ :<JH jc-Vi) <^4 jk lit i jil 


This means: “Take your adornment (by wearing your dean clothes), while 
praying. ” ( 7 , Al-A raf: 31) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah does not accept the prayer of a woman who has reached puberty 
unless she wears a veil. 11 (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

Qiblah: 


Allah says: 


( ^ i i :S jijli) U uijaj 1 


This means: “So turn your face in the direction of Af-Masjid- al-Haram (at 
Makkah). And wheresoever you people are , turn your faces (in prayer) in 
that direction.” (2, Al-Baqarah: 144) 

Allah says: 


/jj l aJLJ J&Aj Caj (ja 4jjj ±* 1 aa 1 \ jixua J JjS 




This means: “And from wheresoever you start forth (for prayers), turn your 
face in the direction of AI-Masjid-al-Haram (at Makkah), that is indeed the 
truth from your Lord. And Allah is not unaware of what you do.” 
(2, Al-Baqarah: 149) 

Allah says: 


0 * :a jLJl) fuS U dj& 


This means: “And from wheresoever you start forth (for prayers), turn your 
face in the direction of AI-Masjid-al-Haram (at Makkah), and wheresoever 
you are, turn your faces towards, it (when you pray).” (2, Al-Baqarah: 150) 


Muslims should do their best to specify the direction of Qiblah as much as 
possible. 

Al-Bukhari and Muslim reported that: The Prophet Muhammad (peace be 
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• Obligatory elements of prayer: 


a) Sincere intention 

b) Performing the obligatory standing unless unable 

c) Saying Allahu Akbar (Allah is the Greatest), a sign of entering 

ritual consecration 

d) Reciting Surah Al-Fatihah (The Opening Surah of the Holy 

Qur’an) in every Rak’ah (unit) of prayer (with the exception of 
the person who is led in audible prayers) 

e) Bowing down and returning to the upright position 

f) Performing two prostrations and sitting between them 

g) Performing bowing, prostration and standing at a natural speed 

h) Sitting to recite the last Tashahhud then greeting 
This is the arrangement of every unit. 1. 


upon him) was seen praying on his camel, while he was coming from 
Makkah to Madinah, the way in which the camel walked. 

15 Obligatory integrals of prayer: 

Intention: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Verily (the value of ) deeds depends on the intentions behind them.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Standing: 

Allah says: 

(YTA :SjM) ^ 

This means: “ And stand before Allah with obedience.” ( 2 , Al-Baqarah : 238) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Pray while standing and if you can not, pray while sitting and if you 
cannot do even that, then pray lying on your side.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

Saving Allahu Akbar (Allah is the Greatest): 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The key of prayer is purification; Takbir (saying ‘Allah is the Greatest’) 
makes (all acts which break prayer) unlawful, and Taslim (uttering the 
salutation) makes (all such acts) lawful.” 

(Reported by Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi) 

Reciting Fatihah: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said to one of his Companions: 

“Whoever does not recite Al-Fatihah in his prayer, his prayer is invalid.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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• Sunnah of prayers: It is confirmed (akin to the obligatory) or 

unconfirmed (like the recommended). The Schools of Jurisprudence 
disagree on some rules, but all are good. 


• Confirmed Sunnah of prayers: 

a) Reciting some verses of the Qur’an after Al-Fatihah in the two 

Rak’ahs of Dawn prayer, the first two of the Noon, Mid- 
Afternoon, Sunset, and Evening prayers 

b) Saying, when rising from bowing: “Sami'a Allahu Liman 
Hamidah, Rabbana Laka Al-Hamd,” that is, ’Allah listens to 
the one who praises Him, our Lord, for You is all Praise' (for 
the Imam, i.e. leader of a group, and for the individual prayer), 
and “Rabbana laka Al-Hamd,” that is, ‘Our Lord for You is all 
Praise’ 

c) Saying "Subhana Rabbiya Al-' Azhim” (Praise to Our Lord the 

Magnificent) three times while bowing down, and: "Subhana 
Rabbiya Al-A'la” (Praise be to Our Lord, the Most Exalted) 
three times while prostratingd) 


Sowing down and prostrating: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“When you stand for prayer, perform ablution properly and then face the 
Qiblah and say Takbir (Allahu Akbar), and then recite what you know from 
the Qur’an, and then bow with calmness till you feel at ease, then rise from 
bowing till you stand straight, and then prostrate calmly (and remain in 
prostration) till you feel at ease, and then raise (your head) and sit with 
calmness till you feel at ease, and then prostrate with calmness (and 
remain in prostration) till you feel at ease, and then raise (your head) and 
sit with calmness till you feel at ease in the sitting position, and do 
likewise in whole of your prayer.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

End Greeting: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“And its end is Taslim.” (Reported by Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi) 

This is a part of an above-mentioned Hadith 
The order of the Rak ahs of prayer: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“And offer your prayers in the way you saw me offering my prayers.” 

(Reported by AI-Bukhari) 
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d) Saying Allahu Akbar when moving from one position to 

another except when standing upright after bowing 

e) Saying the first and second Tashahhud while sitting 

f) Raising the voice while reciting in the two Rak'ahs of the Dawn 

prayer, and the first two Rak'ahs of the Sunset and Evening 
prayers (as in other prayers recitation is to be performed 
inwardly) 

g) Offering the benediction on the Prophet (peace be upon him) in 

the Tashahhud (testification of faith) as in the known 
formula .’ 0 


16 Confirmed Sunnahs of prayer: 

Reciting Qur’an: 

Abu Qatadah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Prophet (peace be upon him) used to recite Al-Fatihah followed by 
another Surah in the first two Rak'ahs of the prayer, and used to recite 
only Al-Fatihah in the last two Rak'ahs of the Zhuhr (Noon) prayer. 
Sometimes a verse or so was audible.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Saving Sami'a Allahu Liman Hamidah (Allah listens to those who praise 
Him): ~ ~ — 

Abu Hurayran (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“On rising from bowing, he (the Prophet) said, ‘Sami'a Allahu Liman 
Hamidah , 5 and then while standing straight he used to say, ‘Rabbana Laka 
Al-Hamd ” 5 (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“When the Prophet said, ‘Sami'a Allahu Liman Hamidah , 5 (Allah heard 
those who sent praises to Him), he would say, ‘Rabbana Wa Laka Al- 
Hamd’” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Praising Allah in prostration and bowing down: 

Uqbah Ibn 'Amir (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

When the verse of 

(V t jii) $ cLj ^ - f *-* 1 * v 

which means: “ Then glorify with praises the Name of your Lord , the Most 
Great ” (56, Al-Waqi'ah: 74) 

was revealed, the Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said, ‘Use it when 
bowing, 5 . And when the verse of 

(> : Cjr l£'Vl) 4.J 

which means: “ Glorify the Name of your Lord , the Most High.” (87, At- A' la: 

V 

was revealed, he said: ‘Use it when prostrating yourself. 5 ” 

(Reported by Ahmad and Abu Dawud) 


• Unconfirmed Sunnah of prayers: 
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a) Reciting a certain “opening” invocation at the beginning after 

entering the state of ritual consecration 

b) Saying, “A'udhu Billahi Min Ash-Shaytan ir-Rajim” (I seek the 
protection of Allah from Satan" in the first Rak'ah of prayer, 
and to say inwardly, “Bismillah ir-Rahman ir-Rahim” (In the 
Name of Allah) before every recitation 

c) Lifting the hands to shoulder level when saying Allahu Akbar 

before bowing and when standing upright, and at the beginning 
of the first two Rak'ahs of prayer 

d) Saying, “Amin” after Ai-Fatihah 

e) Elongating the Qur’anic recitation in the Dawn prayer, 

shortening it in the Mid- Afternoon and Sunset prayers and 
moderating it in the Noon and Evening prayers 
I) Recitation of an invocation between the two prostrations 
g) Saying the invocation of Qunut (after standing upright before 
prostration or after the recitation in the second Rak'ah of the 
Daw n prayer, or in the Witr prayer 


Tashahhud and its known formula: 

“At-Tahiyyatu Li-Lahi Was-Sa!awatu Wat-Tayyibatu. As-Salamu 'Alayka Ay- 
Yuhan-Nabiyyu Wa Rahmatul-Lahi Wa Barakatuhu, As-Salamu Aiayna Wa 
Ala Ibadil-Lahi iS-Salihina, Ash-Hadu A! -La llaha lllal-Lahu Wa Ash-Hadu 
Anna Muhammadan Abduhu Wa Rasuluhu.” 

(Meaning: The adorations of the tongue, all good things, and acts of worship are 
due to Allah, Peace be upon you, Prophet, and Allah’s Mercy and His Blessings. 
Peace be upon us and upon Allah’s upright servants. I testify that there is no god 
but Allah, and I testify that Muhammad is His servant and Prophet). 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Invoking prayers on the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) in this 
way: 

“Allahumma Sails Ala Muhammad Wa 'Ala Ali Muhammad Kama Saliayta 
Ala Ibrahim Wa Ala Ali Ibrahim. Wa Barik Ala Muhammad Wa Ala Ali 
Muhammad Kama Barakta 'Ala Ibrahim Wa Ala Ali Ibrahim. Fil Alamina. 
!n«Naka Hamidun Majid.” 

(Meaning: Allah, bless Muhammad and Muhammad’s family as You blessed 
Ibrahim and Ibrahim’s family. You are indeed Praiseworthy and Glorious. Allah, 
bestow favors upon Muhammad and Muhammad’s family as You granted favors 
to Ibrahim and Ibrahim's family. Verily You are Praise worthy and Glorious). 
(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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h) The way of sitting; putting the two palms on the chest, the right 

on the left 

i) Saying an invocation in prostration and in the last Tashahhud 

j) Greeting the right side and then the left 

k) Invoking Allah and supplicating Him after greeting 


17 Unconfirmed Sunnahs of prayer: 

The invocation at the beginning of prayer and its known formula: 


“Subhanak Allahumma Wa Bi Hamdika. Tabaraka Ismuka Wa Ta ala 
Jadduka Wa La llaha Ghayruka” (Meaning: Glory be to You, O Allah, and 
praise be to You, and Blessed is Your Name, and Exalted is Your greatness, 
and there is no god but You”. (Reported by Muslim) 

Seeking the protection of Allah from Satan: 

Allah says: 


(S A • *^) aJULi ijli 


This means: “So when you want to recite the Qur'an , seek refuge with 
Allah from Shaytan (Satan), the outcast (the cursed one).” (16, An-Nahl: 98) 

(by saying: A'uthu billahi min ash-Shaytan ir-rajim) 

Raising the two hands: 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“When the Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) uttered the Takbir (Allah 
is the Greatest) for prayer (at the beginning), he raised his hands opposite 
to his shoulders; and when he bowed, he did like that; and when he raised 
his head to prostrate, he did like that; and when he got up at the end of 
each Rak'ah, he did like that.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

Saving Amin after reciting the Fatihah: 

Wa’il Ibn Hujr (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“When the Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) recited the verse: 


which means “ Not the path of those who earned Your Anger nor of those 
who went astray (1, AI-Fatihah, 7) 

he would say Amin; and raised his voice (while uttering this word).” 

(Reported by Abu Dawud) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Say Amen when the Imam says ‘Ghayril Maghdubi Alayhim Wala Ad- 
Dalin’ (meaning: Not the path of those who earned Your Anger, nor of those 
who went astray); all the past sins of the person whose saying (of Amin) 
coincides with that of the angels will be forgiven.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The known formula of the invocation between the first prostration and the 
other: 

“Rabbi Ighfir Li Warhamni Wa'afini Wahdini Warzuqni” (Meaning: O Allah, 
forgive me, have mercy on me, guide me, heal me, and provide for me.” 
(Reported by Abu dawud) 



Unit 3: Worship 



The known formula of the invocation of Qunut: 

“O Allah, guide me among those You has guided, grant me security among 
those You has granted security, take me into Your charge among those 
You has taken into Your charge, bless me in what You has given, guard me 
from the evil of what You has decreed, for You decree, and nothing is 
decreed for You. He whom You support is not humbled. Blessed and 
Exalted are You, our Lord.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

The wav of sitting: 

Abu Hamid As-Sa'idi (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“On sitting in the second Rak'ah, he (the Prophet) sat on his left foot and 
propped up the right one; and in the last Rak'ah, he pushed his left foot 
forward and kept the other foot propped up and sat over the buttocks.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The wav of putting the two hands over each other: 

“When Ibn Mas'ud prayed, he placed his left hand on the right. The 
Prophet (peace be upon him) saw him and placed his right hand on his left 
one. (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Invocation in prostration: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“And see that I have been forbidden to recite the Qur’an in the state of 
bowing and prostrating. Glorify your Lord in bowing posture and exert 
yourself in supplication in prostration. Thus your supplications are liable 
to be accepted.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The known formula of the invocation that follows the last Tashahhud: 

“O Allah! I seek refuge in You from the torment of Hell, from the torment of 
the grave; from the trials of life and death and from the mischief of Al- 
Masih Ad-Dajjal; the antichrist.” (Reported by Muslim) 

Greeting the right side and the left one: 

'Abdullah Ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Prophet (peace be upon him) used to give the salutation to his left 
and right sides until the whiteness of his cheek was seen.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 

The supplication and remembrance of Allah after greeting: 

Thawban (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“When the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) accomplished his 
prayer, he begged forgiveness from Allah thrice and recited: ‘Allah, You 
are the Bestower of peace; and from You is peace; You are Blessed. O 
Lord of Grandeur and Honor!’” (Reported by An-Nasa’i) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“If one recites after every prayer: Subhan Allah (Glory be to Allah) thirty 
three times; Al-Hamdu Lillah (praise be to Allah) thirty three times; Allahu 
Akbar (Allah is the Greatest) thirty three times; and, in the hundredth. La 
ilaha ilia Allah, wahdahu la sharika lahu, lahu Al-Mulk wa lahu Al-Hamd, wa 
Huwa ala kulli shay’in Qadir (there is no god except Allah, the One, Who 
has no partner, to Him belongs the Sovereignty and the Praise and He has 
power over all things,' one hundred times, he will have all his sins 
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• It is permitted for the person who is praying to drive away those 
passing in front of him, straighten the row, audibly remind the 
Imam if he forgets, move his palm to reply a greeting, clear the 
throat, yawn, scratch, reform his dress but not to do these acts 
excessively, and kill a scorpion or a snake if one appears. 


pardoned even though they may be as much as the foam of the sea.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 

Sa'd Ibn Abi Waqqas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) used to seek protection after 
the prescribed prayers with these expressions: ‘I seek refuge in You from 
cowardice and miserliness and from being brought to a state of 
frustration; and seek refuge in You from the turmoil of this life and that of 

the grave/” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“O Mu'adh! By Allah, I love you, and I advise you: You should never 
abandon reciting after every prayer: 'Allah, assist me in remembering You 
and being grateful to You and performing Your worship in an excellent 
manner/” (Reported by Abu Dawud and Ahmad) 

Al-Mughirah ibn Shu'bah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) used to supplicate at the 
end of each prescribed prayer: There is no god but Allah. He is Alone Who 
has no partner. To Him belongs the Sovereignty, to Him praise is due, and 
He is Potent over everything. O Allah! No one can withhold what You give, 
or give what You withhold, and the riches can not avail a wealthy person 
with You.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

18 Things permitted for the person in prayer: 

Reminding the Imam loudly if he forgets: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If something happens during prayer, you should say Subhan Allah (Glory 
be to Allah).” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Driving away persons who pass in front of those who perform prayers: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If anybody amongst you is praying behind something as a Sutrah (i.e., 
some things that prevents people from passing before him) and somebody 
tries to pass in front of him, then he should repulse him and if he refuses, 
he should use force against him for he is a Shaytan (a devil)/” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Straightening the row: 

It was narrated that the Prophet (peace be upon him) turned Ibn Abbas 
from his left side to his right side when he was praying beside him. 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 
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• It is offensive in prayers to turn one’s head or eyes around, or raise 
the sight upward, make vain gestures or movements with garments, 
hair or anything else, put one’s hand in one’s waist (Takhassur), try 
to resist urine or feces, pray in the presence of food, sit on one’s 
heels and spread the two arms, or recite the Qur’an while bowing or 

19 

prostrating. 


Moving the palm to reply greeting: 

At-Tirmidhi reported that the Prophet (peace be upon him) moved his palm to 
reply the greetings of others while performing prayers. 

Killing insects and the like if the person who performs prayers is exposed 
to them: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Kill the two black things during prayer, the snake and scorpion . 55 

(Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

19 Offensive acts in prayers: 

Turning around: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“it (turning around) is something which the devil snatches from the prayer 
of a servant.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: 

“How is it that the people raise their eyes towards the sky during prayer? 
He stressed and added, ‘People must refrain from raising up their looks 
towards heaven during prayer. Otherwise their sights will certainly be 
snatched.” (Reported by A!-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Putting one’s hand in one’s waist (Takhassur): 

Abu Huravrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“It was forbidden to pray with the hands over one's waist.” 

(Reported by AhBukhari and Muslim) 

Vain gestures: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Be calm in prayer.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“I have been commanded to prostrate on seven (bones), and not to fold 
back the hair or the clothing.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“When one of you gets up to pray, he must not remove pebbles, for mercy 
is facing him.” (Reported by Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi) 

The resistance of urine and feces, and the presence of food: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“No prayer should be performed while the food is being served, or while a 
person is in need of relieving himself.” (Reported by Muslim) 
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• Prayer is nullified by the following; 


a) Leaving out any of its obligatory elements 

b) Speaking unless for correction 

c) Eating or drinking 

d) Laughing aloud 

e) Excessive movement. 

Some Schools of Jurisprudence added: 

f) Remembering that one forgot the performance of a previous 
obligatory prayer 

g) The great Sahw (forgetting) by excessive increase in the 
number of Rak'ahs 20 


Undesirable wav of sitting: 

'A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated: 

“He (the Prophet) prohibited the devil’s way of sitting on the heels, and he 
forbade people to spread out their arms like a wild beast.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 

Reciting Qur’an while bowing and prostrating: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“And see that I have been forbidden to recite the Qur'an in the state of 
bowing and prostration.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

20 

Nullifiers of prayers: 

Leaving out one or more of its obligatory elements: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said to a man: 

“Go back and repeat your Salah because you have not performed the 
Salah (properly).” (Reported by Muslim) 

Speaking except for correction: 

Allah says: 

(rr a :S jui\) it # ini ajj 

This means: “ And stand before Allah with obedience (2, Al-Baqarah: 238) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Talking to persons is not fitting during the prayer.” (Reported by Muslim) 
Eating and drinking: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“In the prayer, one is occupied (with a more serious matter).” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

Laughing loudly: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Smile does not interrupt prayer, but it is interrupted by guffaw.” 

(Reported by Al-Bayhaqi) 
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• If one forgets during prayers, by increasing or leaving out any of the 
confirmed Sunnahs, he should prostrate twice before greeting; the 
one who greets before finishing his prayer should immediately 
finish it and prostrate after greeting. 21 


• Congregational prayer in the mosque is an obligatory Sunnah for 
those who do not have any excuses. The one who performs this 
prayer receives great blessings. It is preferred for women to pray at 
home but if they want to join the congregational prayer in the 
mosque, no one should prevent them. 


21 Prostration due to forgetfulness: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“When one of you is in doubt about his prayer, and does not know how 
much he has prayed, three or four Rak'ahs, he should pray one 
(additional) Rak'ah and make two prostrations while sitting before giving 
the salutation. If the (additional) Rak'ah which he prayed is the fifth one, he 
will make it an even number by these two prostrations. If it is the fourth 
one, the two prostrations will be a disgrace for the devil.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Anyone who is in doubt in his prayer should make two prostrations after 
giving the salutation.” (Reported by An-Nasa’i and Abu Dawud) 

22 Congregational prayers: 

Its obligation: 

The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“If there are three men in a village or in the desert among whom prayer is 
not offered (in congregation), the devil has got the mastery over them. So 
observe (prayer) in congregation, for the wolf eats only the straggling 
animal.” (Reported by Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“By Him in Whose Hand my soul is, I was about to order for collecting 
firewood (fuel) and then order someone to pronounce the Adhan for the 
prayer and then order someone to lead the prayer, then I would go from 
behind and burn the houses of men who did not present themselves for 
the (obligatory congregational) prayer.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“There came to the Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) a blind man and 
said: Messenger of Allah, I have no one to guide me to the mosque. He, 
therefore, asked Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) for permission to 
perform prayer in his house. He (the Prophet) granted him permission. 
Then, when the man turned away he called him and said: Do you hear the 




Teach Yourself Islam 


call to prayer? He said: Yes. He (the Prophet) said: Respond to it.” 
(Reported by Muslim) 

Ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“I have seen the time when no one stayed away from it (prayer) except a 
hypocrite who was well known for his hypocrisy, whereas a man would be 
brought swaying (due to weakness) between two men till he was set up in 
a row (of prayers).” (Reported by Muslim) 

The grace of congregational prayer: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The prayer in congregation is twenty seven times superior to the prayer 
offered by person alone.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“The reward of the prayer offered by a person in congregation is twenty 
something times greater than that of the prayer offered in one’s house or 
in the market (alone). And this is because if he performs ablution properly 
and then comes to the mosque with the sole intention of praying, with 
every step he takes towards the mosque, he is upgraded a degree in 
reward and a sin is taken off (crossed out) from his accounts (of deeds). 
When he prays, the angels keep on asking Allah’s Blessings and Allah's 
Forgiveness for him as long as he is (staying) at his praying place. They 
say: ‘O' Allah! Bestow Your Blessings upon him, be Merciful and Kind to 
him, as long as he keeps on sitting at his praying place and does not pass 
wind.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“A man’s prayer performed along with another is purer than his prayer 
alone, and his prayer with two men is purer than his prayer with one, but if 
there are more, it is more pleasing to Allah, the Exalted.” 

(Reported by Abu Dawua and An-Nasa'i) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The most eminent among human beings (as a recipient of) reward (is one) 
who lives farthest away, and who has to walk the farthest distance (to the 
mosque).” (Reported by Muslim) 

The ruling of congregational prayer for women: 

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: 

“Do not prevent the female servants of Allah from visiting the mosques of 
Allah, but they may go out (to the mosque) having not perfumed 
themselves.” (Reported by Ahmad and Abu Dawud) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If a woman applies perfume, she must not attend the Evening prayer with 

us.” (Reported by Muslim) 
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• It is a Sunnah to walk calmly to attend the congregational prayer 
and to pray two Rak’ahs as a greeting to the mosque on arrival." 


• The group is led by the Imam who should be the one who has 
memorized the greatest part of the Qur’an, then the most learned in 
Islam, then the one who fears Allah the most, then the eldest, in that 
order. The owner of the house is preferred to lead the prayer more 
than the guest. A woman can only lead other women by standing 
with them in the same row, not to stand ahead of them. 

• If it is a congregational prayer of only two, the Imam and the one 
being led, the one being led stands at the right side of the Imam. If 
they are many, all will stand in straight rows behind the Imam: men, 
boys and then women. It is not permissible for the person being led 
to stand alone without a row, so he should try to stand in the first 
row 7 , if not then the next and so on. Fie should follow the Imam and 
not act before him. The Imam should shorten his recitation, bowing, 
and prostration, and not elongate it so as to be compassionate for 


23 Walking to perform congregational prayer 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“When the Iqamah is pronounced, do not come to it running; you should 
walk calmly with tranquility to join the congregation. Then, join in what you 
caught for and complete what you missed.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The prayer of greeting the mosque: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If anyone of you enters a mosque, he should not sit until he has offered a 
two-Rak'ah prayer.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

imamah of the prayers: 

The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“The most versed in Allah’s Book should be the Imam for the people. If 
they are equally versed in recitmg it, then the most knowing of the 
Sunnah; if they are equal regarding the Sunnah, then the first who 
emigrated (to Madinah). If they are equal regarding migration, then the 
older. No man should lead another in prayer where the latter has the 
authority, or sit in his house on his cushion without his permission. 
(Reported by Muslim) 
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the group. He should sit facing the people on his right after the 
greeting at the end of the prayer . 24 


The order of the rows of the persons performing praver: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The best rows for men are the first rows, and the worst ones are the last 
ones, and the best rows for women are the last ones and the worst ones 
for them are the first ones.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Let those be nearest to me who are wise and who possess 
understanding, then those who are nearest to them in these respects, and 
then those who are nearest to them.” (Reported by Muslim) 

Anas Ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) led me and my mother in 
prayer. He made me stand on his right side, and made the woman stand 
behind us.” (Reported by Muslim) 

Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Prophet (peace be upon him) prayed in the house of Umm Sulaym; 
and I, along with an orphan, stood behind him while Umm Sulaym (stood) 
behind us.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Straighten your rows. For the straightening of a row is a part of the 
perfection of prayer.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said; 

“Keep your rows straight, otherwise Allah will create dissension among 
you.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Straighten your rows and stand closer together, for I see you from behind 
my back.” (Al-Bukhari and An-Nasa’i) y 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Come forward and follow my lead, and let those who come after you 
follow your lead. People will continue to keep back till Allah will put them 
at the back.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah and His angels bless those who are on the right flanks of the rows.” 

(Reported by Abu Dawud) 

Following the Imam: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The Imam is to be followed; say Takbir ‘Allahu Akbar’ (Allah is the 
Greatest) when he says it; bow when he bows; rise when he rises, and 
when he says ‘Sami'a Allahu Liman Hamidah’ (Allah listens to the one who 
praises Him) say, ‘Rabbana Wa Laka Al-Hamd’ (Our Lord, for You is all 
praise), and prostrate if he prostrates.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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• If someone joins the prayer after it has begun, he should follow the 
group. The Rak'ah (the unit of prayer) will be counted for him if he 
attended the prayer before bowing. After the Imam gives the final 
greeting, he should continue to make up what he missed. 


• It is a Sunnah to listen to the recitation of the Rak'ahs of prayer that 
are recited audibly, otherwise they should be recited inwardly. It is 
recommended to recite Al-Fatihah when the Imam is silent in the 
audibly loud Rak'ahs, where he gives time for that. ~ 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Do not that who raises his head before the Imam fear that Allah will turn 
his head into a head of an ass or make his appearance similar to that of an 

ass?” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Imam should not elongate the prayer: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“If anyone of you leads the prayer, he should not prolong it, because the 
congregation includes those who are feeble, ill, and old. While praying 
alone, you may make the prayer as long as you like.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 


25 The case of joining the congregational prayer after it has begun: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“He who catches a Rak'ah of the prayer, he in fact catches the prayer.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Then join in what you caught for and complete what you missed.” 
(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Listening to the recitation of the Imam: 

Allah says: 

(Y * i jC-VI) JJ <U (jl jilt p tjji IjJjJ* 

This means: “So, when the Qur'an is recited , iisten to it, and be silent that 
you may receive mercy. ” (7, Ai-A raf: 204) 


Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet (peace 
be upon him) said: 

“I am wondering what is the matter with me that I have been contended 
with reciting the Qur’an. When the people heard that from the Prophet of 
Allah (peace be upon him) they ceased reciting (the Qur’an) along with him 
at the prayers in which he recited aloud.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The Imam is appointed only to be followed. When he recites (the Qur’an), 
keep silent.” (Reported by An-Nasa’i) 
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• The Adhan (call for prayers) should be loud in villages and cities as 
a communal obligation on Muslims. 


• The Iqamah (call to commence prayer) should be loud as an 
obligatory Sunnah. 

• It is recommended that the caller be known for his honesty. He 
should slow down in calling for prayer but speed up to commence 
the prayer, It is recommended to listen to the call and the 
commencement of prayer, and to repeat the words inwardly, pray 
for benediction on the Prophet (peace be upon him), and to 
supplicate for any good thing . 26 


26 Adhan (call for praver): 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“When (the time of) the prayer comes, then one of you should pronounce 
the Adhan for the prayer and the oldest of you should lead the prayer.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

“A man from the Ansar, came. And he turned his face towards the Qiblah 
and said: Allah is the Greatest, Allah Is the Greatest; ! testify that there is 
no god but Allah, I testify that there is no god but Allah; I testify that 
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, I testify that Muhammad is the 
Messenger of Allah; come to prayer (he pronounced it twice), come to 
salvation (he pronounced it twice); Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the 
Greatest. He then paused for a while, and then got up and pronounced in a 
similar way, except that after the phrase ‘Come to salvation’ he added. 
The time for prayer has come, the time for prayer has come.’ The Prophet 
of Allah (peace be upon him) said: Teach it to Bilal, then pronounce the 
Adhan (call to prayer) with the same words.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“So whenever you are with your sheep or in the wilderness and you want 
to pronounce Adhan for the prayer, raise your voice in doing so, for 
whoever hears the Adhan, whether a human being, a jinn, or any other 
creature will be a witness for you on the Day of Resurrection.” 

(Reported by Ai-Bukhari) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“When you hear the Mu’adhin, repeat what he says, then invoke a blessing 
on me, for everyone who invokes a blessing on me will receive ten 
blessings from Allah; then beg from Allah Al-Wasilah for me, which is a 
rank in Paradise fitting for only one of Allah's servants, and I hope that I 
may be that one. If anyone who asks that I be given the Wasifah, he will be 
assured of my intercession (for him).” (Reported by Muslim) 
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• Shortening the four-Rak'ah prayers to two Rak'ahs is lawful, when 
traveling for more than eighty kilometers, as a confirmed Sunnah. 
Shortening starts on departure until arrival and is allowed unless a 
person intends to stay four days or more in the town of 
destination . 27 

• It is permissible to combine two prayers in one for the traveler, by 
either advancing or delaying the two prayers of Noon and 
Afternoon in either time period. The same is true for the Sunset and 
Evening prayers. Combining is permissible also for the inhabitants 
of a town when there is extremely bad weather, for the patient who 
can not perform every prayer in its due time, and in times of fear. 


It was narrated: t 

“Bilal began the Iqamah, and when he said: The time for prayer has come, 
the Prophet (peace be upon him) said: May Allah establish it and cause it 

to continue.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The supplication made between the Adhan and the Iqamah is not 
rejected.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 


27 


Shortening prayers: 

Allah says: , 

(^ * \ :flwuM) '<> c i y? 

This means: “And when you (Musiims) travel in the land , there is no sin on 
you if you shorten your Salah (prayer). ” ( 4 , An-Nisa’: 101) 

When he was asked about shortening the Salah, the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) said: 

“It is an act of charity which Allah has done to you, so accept His charity.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 


28 Combining the two prayers: 

Usamah Ibn Zayd (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated. 

“Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) was on his way back from Arafat 
and as he reached the creek (of a hillock) he got down and urinated 
(Usamah did not say that he poured water), but said: He (the Holy Prophet) 
called for water and performed ablution, but it was not a thorough one. I 
said: Messenger of Allah, the prayer! Thereupon he said: P ra yer awa^s 
you ahead (at Muzdalifah). He then proceeded until he reached Muzdaiifah 
and observed Sunset and Evening prayers (together) there. 

(Reported by Muslim) 

'Abdullah Ibn 'Umar (may Aliah be pleased with him) narrated: 
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• If a patient can not stand, he can pray sitting lowering his back more 
for prostration than for of bowing. If he can not sit, he may lay on 
his side or his back and pray by gesturing . 29 


• The prayer because of fear is lawful during times of war: 

a) In travel (shortening prayers): the warriors are divided into two 

groups, one confronting the enemy while the other pray a 
Rak'ah behind the Imam and another Rak'ah individually; 
afterwards the Imam is fixed to his place and the two groups 
exchange places. 

b) When at home, the same as when traveling but the prayer for 

each group is two Rak'ahs with the Imam and two 
individually. 

c) When war is at its zenith, prayers can be performed in any 

form; walking or riding . 30 


“I saw the Prophet delaying the Sunset prayer to offer it along with the 
Evening prayer when he was in a hurry on a journev.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

29 Prayer of the sick: 

Imran Ibn Husayn (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“I had Piles, so I asked the Prophet (peace be upon him) about the prayer. 
He said, Pray while standing and if you can not, pray while sitting and if 
you can not do even that, then pray lying on your side 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 


30 

Fear praver: 

Allah says: 


# ^ ^ BjJe 

&& .-.'iis ^ ^ ,2^ 

O’* fijj* i jiiLjjj l. ijLajJi 

This means: “When you (O Messenger Muhammad SAW) are among them 
% n J? h/ d the ™ in As-Salah (the prayer), let one party of them stand up [in 
Salah (prayer)] with you taking their arms with them; when they finish their 
prostrations, let them take their positions in the rear and let the other party 
come up which has not yet prayed, and let them pray with you taking all 
the precautions and bearing arms. ’’ (4, An-Nisa’: 102) 

Allah says: 


( T r 1 :S JLS) <UU£ j j! VU j Ola ) 

H!iL!T"Jo S k, “n nd if F u JZ ar (an enem y)’ perform Salah (pray) on foot or 
riding . (2, Al-Baqarah: 239) 


Salih Ibn Khawwat narrated: 
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• Friday Congregational Prayer : It is obligatory for all Muslim men 
to assemble and benefit from the sermon. It is a two-Rak'ahs prayer 
instead of the four-Rak'ahs Noon prayer. It is obligatory for every 
sane, adult, healthy man residing in a village or city, while women 
and boys may attend. Delivering the Friday sermon is a necessary 
element. The Sunnah is to give two sermons and between them a 

short break. 


• When joining the Imam in the second Rak'ah of prayer, one has to 
perform the first after the Imam offers the final greeting. However, 
if he did not attend the second Rak'ah, then the four Rak ahs of the 

3 i 

Noon prayer must be performed. 


“One batch lined up behind him (the Prophet) while another batch (lined 
up) facing the enemy. The Prophet (peace be upon him) led the batch that 
was with him in one Rak'ah, and he stayed in the standing posture while 
that batch completed their (two Rak'ahs) prayer by themselves and went 
away, lining in the face of the enemy, while the other batch came and he 
(i.e. the Prophet) offered his remaining Rak'ah with them, and then, kept 
on sitting till they completed their prayer by themselves, and he then 
finished his prayer with Taslim along with them.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If the number of the enemy is greater than that of the Muslims, they can 
pray while standing or riding (individually).” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 


31 


Friday prayer: 

Its obligation: 

Allah says: ^ 

*1 *< (j| "^klj ^lul) Ijjjj Ail) jSi IjalJi A t a\W ^ ^ t® 

(A :Ajl*sJI) 


This means: “O you who believe (Muslims)! When the call is proclaimed 
for the Salah (prayer) on the day of Friday (Jumu'ah prayer), come to the 
remembrance of Allah [Jumu'ah religious talk (Khutbah) and Salah 
(prayer)] and leave off business (and every other thing), that is better for 
you if you did but know! Jt (62, Al-Jumu ah: 9) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“People must cease to neglect the Friday Prayer or Allah will seal their 
hearts and then they will be among the negligent.” (Reported by Muslim) 


The grace of Friday: 

The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“The best day on which the sun has risen is Friday; on it Adam was 
created, on it he was expelled (from Paradise), on it his contrition was 
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• It is a Sunnah of the Friday Congregational Prayer to bathe, use 
perfume (for men only), wear clean clothes, go to mosque before 
the Imam, perform any voluntary prayers, before the sermon, 
concentrate with the Imam, and not to be occupied with talk and 
nonsense, besides not to overstep those who are sitting, nor separate 
them. Also, a person should increase praying for benediction on the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) and supplicating to Allah, and read 
Surah Al-Kahf at night (on Thursday) or during the day on Friday. 

• It is prohibited to buy and sell at the time of the call for Friday 
Prayer until it ends . 32 



accepted, on it he died, and on it the Last Hour will take place.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 

32 The Sunnahs of Friday prayer: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Taking a bath on Friday is compulsory for every male Muslim who has 
attained the age of puberty and (also) the cleaning of his teeth with Siwak, 
and the using of perfume, if it is available.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“Taking a bath on Friday is essential for every adult person.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“He who takes a bath on Friday, just as the bath which is obligatory after 
the sexual discharge, and then goes (to the mosque), he is like one who 
offers a she-camel as a sacrifice, and he who comes at the second hour is 
like one who offers a cow, and he who comes at the third hour is like one 
who offers a ram with horns, and he who comes at the fourth hour is like 
one who offers a hen, and he who comes at the fifth hour is like one who 
offers an egg. And when the Imam comes out, the angels are also present 
and listen to the remembrance of Allah (the sermon).” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“If a man takes a bath on Friday, purifies himself thoroughly, uses oil and 
perfume which is available in the house, sets forth for the mosque, does 
not (forcibly) sit between two persons, offers the prayer that is prescribed 
for him and listens to the Imam silently, his sins between this Friday and 
the previous Friday will be forgiven.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

Good manners of sitting in the mosque: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If you (even) ask your companion to be quiet on Friday while the Imam is 
delivering the sermon, you have in fact talked nonsense.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 


• Confirmed Sunnah prayers are: 
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a) Two Rak'ahs before the Dawn prayer 

b) Two Rak'ahs before and two after the Noon prayer 

c) Two Rak'ahs after the Sunset prayer 

d) Two Rak'ahs after the Evening prayer 

e) Witr (odd numbered) prayer after whatever is prayed after the 

Evening prayer 

f) The prayer of the two Feasts 

g) Al-Kusuf (solar and lunar eclipse) prayer 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“One who engages in playing with pebbles while the sermon is delivered is 
committing a nonsense.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“When anyone of you comes on Friday while the Imam is delivering the 
sermon, he should observe two Rak ahs and should make them short. 

(Reported by Muslim) 

Praver for benediction on the Prophet: 

Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“Among the most excellent of your days is Friday. On that day, increase 
the prayers on me, for your prayers are conveyed to me. They (the 
Comoanions) said: O Messenger of Allah, how will our prayers be 
presented to you and your body will decay? He said: Allah, the Exalted and 
Almighty, has forbidden the earth to decay the bodies of the prophets. 
(Reported by Abu Dawud) 

Invocation on Friday: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him): 

“There is a time on Friday at which no Muslim servant would pray and 
would ask Allah for a thing (that is good) but He would give it to him.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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• The two Feast Prayers are performed when the sun has risen that is, 
about a quarter of an hour after sunrise. They are performed without 
a call or commencement call to prayer. Each of them consists of 
Two Rak'ahs with seven Takbirahs (Allah is the Greatest) after the 
first Takbirah for entering the state of ritual consecration, and six 
Takbirahs including the one of standing in the second Rak'ah. 
Afterwards, the Imam gives two sermons, after ending the prayer. 

• It is a Sunnah in the feast prayer to: 

a) Take a bath, use perfume (for men only) and wear elegant 
clothes 


b) Pray in the open air 

c) Recite the ritual Takbirahs of the Feast at the beginning of the 

night before the Feast, especially when going to prayer and 
after the obligatory prayers during the three days following 
immolation 


d) Go to the prayer from one way and return from another 


• Al-Kusuf prayer (that of the solar or lunar eclipse): It is two 
Rak'ahs. For each there are two upright standings, two bowings, 
and two prostrations. 


• Istisqa’ (rain) prayer: It is like the feast prayer and is held at the 
same time, but with a sermon after the prayer and a certain 
invocation . 33 


33 Confirmed Sunnah prayers: 

Al-Witr (odd numbered praverh 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Prayer during the night should consist of pairs of Rak'ahs, but if one of 
you fears that the morning is near, he should pray one Rak'ah which will 
make his prayer of odd number for him.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 
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The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If anyone oversleeps and misses the Witr or forgets it, he should pray 
when he remembers.” (Reported by Ahmad) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“He who amongst you is afraid that he may not be able to get up at the end 
of the night should observe Witr (in the first part) and then sleep, and he 
who is confident of getting up and praying at night (i. e., night voluntary 
prayer) should observe it at the end of it, for the recitation at the end of the 
night is visited (by angels), and that is excellent.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“There are no two Witrs during one night.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

Abu Dawud, An-Nasa'i, and Ahmad reported that: 

The Sunnah is to recite Al-A'la and Al-Kafirun Surahs in the two Rak'ahs of 
Sunnah performed before the Witr. 

'Abdul-' Aziz Ibn Juraij (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“I asked A’ishah, the Mother of the Believers: With which (Surah) the 
Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) used to observe Witr? She said: In 
the third Rak'ah, he would recite Surah Al-lkhlas, Surah Al-Falaq, and 
Surah An-nas.” 

The Sunnah of Al-Fair: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The two (Sunnah) Rak'ahs at dawn are better than this world and what it 
contains.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Do not omit them (the two Rak'ahs before the Dawn prayer) even if you 
are driven away by the horses.” (Reported by Ahmad and Abu Dawud) 

'Amr Ibn Umayyah Ad-Damri (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“We were in the company of the Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) 
during one of his journeys. He overslept abandoning the Dawn prayer until 
the sun had arisen. The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) awoke and 
said: Go away from this place. He, then, commanded Bilal to call for 
prayer. He called for prayer. They (the people) performed ablution and 
offered two Rak'ahs of the Dawn prayer (Sunnah prayer). He then 
commanded Bilal (to utter the Iqamah, i.e., to summon the people to attend 
the prayer). He announced the prayer (i.e., uttered the Iqamah) and he led 
them in the Dawn prayer.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

'A'ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated: 

“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) observed two Rak ahs 
(Sunnah) of the Dawn prayer and he shortened them (to the extent) that I 
(out of surprise) said: Did he recite in them Surah Fatihah (only/ 

(Reported by Muslim) 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) recited in the two (sunnah) 
Rak'ahs of the Dawn (prayer) Surah Al-lkhlas and Surah Al-Kafirun. 

(Reported by Muslim) 
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The two Feasts Prayers ( Id Prayers): 

Allah says: 

(f ijjM) 4jl &A ) 

77i/s means: " Therefore turn in prayer to your Lord and sacrifice (to Him 
only).” (108, Al-Kawthar: 2) 

Jundub (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Prophet performed Id Al-Fitr Prayer while the sun was (apparently) 
six meters above the horizon and the prayer of the Id of the Sacrifice, 
apparently while the sun was three meters above the horizon.” 

(Reported by Abu Dawud) 

A!-Kusuf prayer (that of the solar or lunar eclipse): 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The sun and the moon do not eclipse because of the death or life of 
someone, but they are two signs amongst the signs of Allah. So, if you see 
them, offer the prayer (of eclipse).” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Qabisah Al-Hilali (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“There was an eclipse of the sun in the time of the Prophet of Allah (peace 
be upon him). He came out bewildered pulling his garment, and I was in 
his company at Medina. He prayed two Rak'ahs and stood for a long time 
in them. He then departed and the sun became bright. He then said: There 
are signs by means of which Allah, the Exalted, frightens (His servants). 
When you see anything of these signs, then pray as you are praying a 
fresh obligatory prayer.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

Istisqa’ (rain) prayer: 

Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) went out wearing old clothes in 
a humble and lowly manner until he reached the place of prayer. He then 
ascended the pulpit, but he did not deliver the sermon as you deliver 
(usually). He remained engaged in making supplication, showing 
humbleness (to Allah) and uttering the Takbir (Allah is the Greatest). He 
then offered two Rak'ahs of prayer as done on the Id (festival).” 

(Reported by At-Tirmidh, An-Nasa’i, and Abu Dawud) 

‘A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated: 

“The people complained to the Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) of the 
lack of rain, so he gave an order for a pulpit. It was then set up for him in 
the place of prayer. He fixed a day for the people on which they should 
come out.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

'A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated: 

“The Prophet of Allah (peace be uponhim), when the rim of the sun 
appeared, sat down on the pulpit, and having pronounced the Greatness of 
Allah and expressed His praise, he said: You have complained of drought 
in your homes, and of the delay in receiving rain at the beginning of its 
season. Allah has ordered you to supplicate Him and has promised that He 
will answer your prayer.” (Reported by Abu Dawud ) 
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• Unconfirmed Sunnah accompanying the obligatory prayers are two 
Rak'ahs prayer before and after the Noon prayer plus the confirmed 
Sunnah prayer, two Rak' ahs prayer before the Afternoon prayer, 
two Rak'ahs prayer before the Sunset prayer, and two Rak'ahs 
prayer after the Evening prayer plus the Witr prayer. 

• Voluntary Sunnah are also: 

a) Two Rak'ahs greeting prayer on entering the mosque. 

b) At-Tarawih prayers on the nights of Ramadan, from eight to 

twenty Rak'ahs 

c) Tasabih (glorification) prayer, to be performed once in life. 

d) The prostration during recitation, when reciting or hearing the 

Qur’anic verses of prostration. 



Istisaa* invocation: 

'Abdullah Ibn 'Amr !bn AI-'As (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“When the Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) prayed for rain, he said: O 
Allah! Provide water for Your servants and Your cattle, display Your mercy 
and give life to Your dead land.” (Reported by Malik) 

34 The unconfirmed Sunnah prayers: 

'Abdullah Ibn 'Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“I offered with Allah's Prophet a two Rak'ahs prayer before the Zhuhr 
(Noon) prayer and two Rak'ahs after the Zhuhr prayer, two Rak ahs after 
Jumu'ah (Friday), Maghrib (Sunset) and lsha s (Evening) prayers.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

'A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated: 

“The Prophet never missed four Rak'ahs before the Zhuhr (Noon) prayer 
and two Rak'ahs before the Fajr (Dawn) prayer.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“There is a prayer between the two Adhans (Adhan and Iqamah). 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“May Allah show mercy to a man who prays four Rak'ahs before the 
Afternoon prayer.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 
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e) Ad-Duha (forenoon) prayer from four to eight Rak'ahs. 

f) Two Rak'ahs prayer after ablution. 

g) Two Rak'ahs prayer for seeking guidance (Istikharah) with its 

specific invocation. 


h) Two Rak'ahs prayer to repent 

i) Prostration of gratitude. 

j) Two Rak'ahs prayer on arrival after traveling. 

k) Two Rak'ahs prayer before the Evening prayer. 

• It is recommended to perform voluntary prayers at any time other 
than the forbidden times. These are when the sun has risen, that is, 
after the sunrise for almost ten minutes, and afternoon until sunset . 35 


35 

Nawafil (voluntary prayers): 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah, the Exalted, said, ‘And My slave keeps on coming closer to Me 
through performing Nawafil (pray or do extra good deeds besides what is 
obligatory) till I love him.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The first thing about which the people will be called to account out of 
their actions on the Day of Judgment is prayer. Our Lord, the Exalted, will 
say to the angels - though He knows better: Look into the prayer of My 
servant and see whether he has offered it perfectly or imperfectly. If it is 
perfect, that will be recorded perfect. If it is defective, He will say: See if 
there are some optional prayers offered by My servant. If there are optional 
prayers to his credit, He will say: Compensate the obligatory prayer by the 
optional prayer for My servant. Then all the actions will be considered 
similarly.” (Reported by Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, and Ahmad) 

The prayer of greeting the mosque: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If anyone of you enters a mosque, he should not sit until he has offered a 
two Rak'ahs prayer.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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Duha prayer: 

“The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah, the Exalted, says: Son of Adam, do not be helpless in performing 
four Rak'ahs for Me at the beginning of the day, and I will supply what you 
need till the end of it.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

Tarawih prayer of the month of Ramadan: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“He who performs the optional prayer during Ramadan out of faith and 
hoping to earn a reward, his past sins will be pardoned.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Two Rak'ahs after performing ablution: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If a Muslim performs ablution and does it well and offers prayer, all his 
(sins) during the period from one prayer to another would be pardoned by 
Allah.” (Reported by Muslim) 

Arrival from a travel: 

Ka'b Ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“When the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) came back from a 
journey, he used to start with the mosque wherein he prayed two 
Rak'ahs.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The two Rak'ahs praver of repentance: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“When a servant (of Allah) commits a sin, and he performs ablution well, 
and then stands and prays two Rak'ahs, and asks pardon of Allah, Allah 
pardons him.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

Before the praver of Sunset: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“’Pray before the Maghrib (Sunset) prayer.’ He (said it thrice) and in the 
third time, he said, ‘Whoever wants to offer it can do so.’” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

Istikharah praver: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If anyone of you thinks of doing any job, he should offer a two Rak'ahs 
prayer other than the compulsory ones and say (after the prayer). O Allah! 

I ask guidance from Your Knowledge, And power from Your Might and I 
ask for Your Great Blessings. You are capable and I am not. You know and 
I do not and You know the unseen. O Allah! If You know that this job is 
good for my religion and my subsistence and in my hereafter-(or said: If it 
is better for my present and later needs)-then ordain it for me and make it 
easy for me to get and then bless me in it. And if You know that this job is 
harmful to me in my religion and subsistence and in the Hereafter-(or said: 
If it is worse for my present and later needs) then keep it away from me 
and let me be away from it, and ordain for me whatever is good for me, and 
make me satisfied with it). The Prophet added that the person should name 

(mention) his need.” , Al ^ 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa’i, and Abu Dawud) 
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Need prayer: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“He who performs ablution properly and then performs two Rak'ahs while 
perfecting them, Allah will give him what he asks sooner or later.” 

(Reported by Ahmad) 

Tasbih (glorification) prayer: 

The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said to AI-'Abbas Ibn 'Abdul-Muttalib: 

“ Abbas, my uncle, shall I not give you, shall I not present to you, shall I 
not donate to you, shall I not produce for you ten things? If you act upon 
them, Allah will forgive you your sins, first and last, old and new, 
involuntary and voluntary, small and great, secret and open. These are the 
ten things: you should pray four Rak'ahs, reciting in each one Fatihat Al- 
Kitab and a Surah. When you finish the recitation of the first Rak'ah, you 
should say fifteen times while standing: “Subhana Allah Wal Hamdu Lillah 
Wa La llaha Ilia Allah Wallahu Akbar” (Glory be to Allah, Praise be to Allah, 
There is no god but Allah, Allah is the Greatest). Then, you should bow 
and say it ten times while bowing. Then, you should raise your head after 
bowing and say it ten times. Then, you should kneel down in prostration 
and say it ten times while prostrating yourself. Then, you should raise your 
head after prostration and say it ten times. Then, you should prostrate 
yourself and say it ten times. Then, you should raise your head after 
prostrating and say it ten times. These are seventy-five times in each 
Rak'ah. You should do that in four Rak'ahs. If you can observe it once 
daily, do so; if not, then once weekly; if not, then once a month; if not, then 
once a year; if not, then once in your lifetime.” 
(Reported by Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, and Ibn Majah) 

Prostration of gratitude: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“I begged my Lord and made intercession for my people, and He gave me 
a third of my people, so I prostrated myself in gratitude to my Lord. Then I 
raised my head and begged my Lord for my people, and He gave me a 
third of my people, so I prostrated myself in gratitude to my Lord. Then I 
raised my head and begged my Lord for my people and He gave me the 
remaining third, so I prostrated myself in gratitude to my Lord.” 
(Reported by Abu Dawud) 

Recitation prostration: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“When the son of Adam recites the Ayah (verse) of Sajdah (prostration) 
and then falls down in prostration, Satan goes into seclusion and weeps 
and says: Woe unto me, the son of Adam was commanded to prostrate, 
and he prostrated and Paradise was entitled to him, and I was commanded 
to prostrate, but I refused and I am doomed to Hell.” (Reported by Muslim) 

'Amr Ibn Al-' As (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Prophet (peace be upon him) taught me fifteen prostrations while 
reciting the Qur'an, including three in AMVIufassal (The Surahs starting 
from Qaf Surah to the end of the Holy Qur’an) and two in Surah Al-Hajj. 

(Reported by Abu Dawud) 
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• Janazah (funeral) prayer: It is a communal obligation. It has the 
same conditions of regular prayers. It is performed while standing 
upright without bowing or prostrating. It is one Rak ah with four 
Takbirahs: to recite Al-Fatihah after the first Takbirah, to invoke 
benediction on the Prophet (peace be upon him) like the formula of 
the Tashahhud after the second Takbirah to supplicate for the dead 
person after the third one, and to utter any other supplication after 
the fourth one, then the final greeting at the end of the prayer. 6 


3-3 Zakah (Alms) 

• Zakah, the third pillar of Islam, is obligatory on every Muslim 
possessing a “Nisab”, the minimum unit that necessitates Zakah, 
Those who deny it are considered unbelievers, and regarding those 
who abstain from paying it, Zakah should be taken trom them by 
force, otherwise, they will be fought. 


• The wisdom behind Zakah is that it is the means of achieving 
Muslim social solidarity, purification of the self from miserliness 
and greed, redistribution of wealth and acti vation of the economy. 

• Kinds of wealth liable to Zakah: 


a) Gold and silver, their equivalent of liquid money, trade wealth, 
any relevant metals or buried treasure. 


b) Cultivated land crops. 

e) Grazing livestock cattle - camels, cows and sheep. 


36 Janazah (funeral) prayer 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“If three rows of men offer funeral prayer over anyone, his (entry into Paradise) 
will become certain.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 


37 Obligation of Zakah: 

Allah says: 


* *. * f * - i ° -* 
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• Zakah of gold/silver or their equivalent is 2.5% of wealth exceeding 
Nisab, to be paid annually. Nisab is equal to 85 grams of pure gold 
or 624 grams of silver. 


• Zakah of trade wealth is like that of its monetary equivalent. 


This means. Take Sadagah (alms) from their wealth in order to purifv 
them and sanctify them with it ” (9, At-Taubah: 103) 

Allah says: 

(t « :J *>fl) <sik> I Tj bllan \ 

This means: “And perform As-Salah (Iqamat-as-Salah) and give Zakah 
(73, Al-Muzzammil: 20) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Islam is raised on five (pillars): The testification that there is no god but 
Allah, that Muhammad is His bondsman and Messenger, the establishment 
of prayer, the payment of Zakah, performing pilgrimage to the House of 
Allah (Ka'bah), and fasting during Ramadan.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“I have been commanded to fight against people until they testify that 
there is no god but Allah, that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah 
perform prayers and pay Zakah. If they do that, the protection of their 
blocd and property will be guaranteed by me, except when justified by law, 
and their affairs (regarding truthfulness of faith) is decided by Allah ” 
(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said to Mu'adh when he sent him to Yemen: 

“You will go to the People of the Scripture. So, when you reach there, 
invite them to testify that none has the right to be worshipped but Allah, 
and that Muhammad is His Messenger. And if they obey you in that, tell 
them that Allah has enjoined on them five prayers in each day and night. 
And if they obey you in that, tell them that Allah has made it obligatory on 
them to pay Zakah which will be taken from the rich among them and given 
to the poor among them. If they obey you in that, then avoid taking the 
best of their possessions, and be afraid of the curse of an oppressed 
person because there is no screen between his invocation and Allah.” 
(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Abu Bakr As-Siddiq (may Allah be pleased with him) said: 

“By Allah, j would definitely fight against him who separated prayer from 
Zakah, for it is the obligation upon the rich. By Allah, I would fight against 
them even to secure the cord (used for hobbling the feet of a camel) which 
they used to give to the Messenger of Allah (as Zakah).” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 
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• Zakah on a debt: if it is liable to be redeemed at any time, then it is 
counted with its equivalent of gold/silver and trade Zakah; if not, its 
Zakah of only a year is paid once it has been redeemed. 


• The Zakah of a buried treasure is 20% of it and should be paid once 
found. 


• The Zakah of metals is 20% like the buried treasure. As for raw 
gold and silver extracted from the ground, their Zakah are either 
like buried treasure or like gold and silver. 38 

• Zakah of cultivated land crops is paid once the crop has ripened and 
has been harvested. Its Nisab is 612 kilos, which equals 1,346.40 lb. 
There is no Zakah on production that is less than this amount. If the 
production depends only on rainwater, or without any human labor 
or irrigation, the due Zakah is one-tenth of the total. If equipment 
and tools are used for irrigation, then the Zakah due is half of one- 
tenth of the total production. 

• Zakah on industrial production and the return of land and estates: 
There are two schools of thought: to consider it either as trade 
wealth i.e., the Zakah is 2.5%, or like cultivated crops, that is, one- 
tenth on the invested wealth produced without effort, or half one- 


38 The Zakah of gold and silver: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Nothing is incumbent on you, that is, on gold, till it reaches twenty dinars. 
When you possess twenty dinars and one year passes on them, half a 
dinar is payable. Whatever exceeds, that will be reckoned properly. No 
Zakah is payable on property till a year passes on it.” 

(Reported by Abu Dawud) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“No Zakah is due on property mounting to less than five Uqiyahs (128 
grams. It may be less or more according to different countries) (of silver).” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Zakah of buried treasure: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“No blood money will be charged if somebody dies in a mine or in a well or 
is killed by an animal; and if somebody finds a treasure in his land, he has 
to give one-fifth of it (as Zakah).” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 
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tenth, if effort is exerted. In another school, it is considered as 
trade wealth i.e. Zakah is 2.5%. 



• Zakah on cattle that are freely grazed: 

a) There is no Zakah on camels unless there are five of them 
grazing freely, and they have been in one's possession for a 
year. When the camels are five, their Zakah is one sheep. 

Thus, every time they increase by five, Zakah due on them is 
one more sheep. However, when they reach twenty-five, due 
Zakah is a one-year she-camel that is starting its second year. 
The Zakah changes further according to the increase in camels, 
as detailed in the Sunnah. 

b) The Nisab of cows is thirty heads, and its Zakah is equal to a 
one-year old calf, for up to forty heads. Afterwards, Zakah 
changes to be a two-year old cow, when the number reaches 
forty. If they increased more than that, their Zakah is a one 
year old calf for every thirty heads and a two-year old cow for 
every forty heads. 


39 

The Zakah of fruits and grains: 

Allah says: 



O'* Ca-aj >iS La uLuls 


O* ^ 0^1 0 Ij 


This means: “ You who believe! Spend of the good things which you have 
(iegally) earned , and of that which We have produced from the earth for 
you." (2, Al-Baqarah: 267) 

Allah says: 


(^ t \ fijLuaA ^ jj \ 

This means: " Pay the due thereof (its Zakah, according to Allah's Orders 
1/10th or 1/20th) on the day of its harvest” (6, Al-An'am: 141) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“On a land irrigated by rain water or by natural water channels or if the 
land is wet due to a nearby water channel, TJshr (i.e. one-tenth) is 
compulsory (as Zakah); and on the land irrigated by the well, half of an 
Ushr (i.e. one-twentieth) is compulsory (as Zakah on the yield of the 

land).” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“There is no Zakah payable (on grain or dates) on less than five camel- 
loads (A camel-load is about 33 liters).” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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c) The Nisab of sheep and goats is forty heads and their Zakah is a 
six month (or more) old sheep, two heads of sheep for every 
120 heads, three heads of sheep for every 200 heads, and a 
sheep for every hundred when the amount reaches 300 heads. 

The eight channels of Zakah are: 

a) The poor whose income, even if it is more than the Nisab, does 

not suffice their basic needs and those under their care. 

b) Those who are indigent; that is, those who have no source of 

income. 

c) Those who administer the Zakah department, assigning people 

for collecting, book keeping, and making lists of people 
eligible for Zakah. 

d) The new converts to Islam whose hearts need to be harmonized 

into the fold of Islam, and some non-Muslims for their good 
neighborhood or to ward off their harm. 

e) The bondsmen who have contracted with their masters to buy 

themselves out of bondage. They deserve Zakah and should be 
given enough to pay off their debt to the masters and be freed, 
or to buy them to set them free (slavery gradually ended 
among Muslims because of this legislation). 

f) People in debt: debtors who are unable to pay their debts, but on 

condition that the debt is not in a sinful deed which he has not 
repented of. 

g) In the Path of Allah, at the top of which is Jihad for the 
propagation and vindication of Islam and Muslims, and 
everything that is of benefit for the Muslim community, 
including its infrastructure, public utilities and services. 

h) The wayfarer. He is the traveler who runs out of money in a 

strange land. 
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• Taxes collected by contemporary governments do not exempt the 
Muslims from paying the obligatory Zakah because of the clear 
difference between the two in legislation, system, and the target 
channels . 40 



Animals Zakah: 

Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“A bedouin said, ‘O Allah's Messenger! Inform me about the emigration.’ 
The Prophet said, ‘Wayhaka (may Allah be merciful to you)! The question 
of emigration is a difficult one. Have you got some camels?’ The bedouin 
said, ‘Yes’ The Prophet said, 'Do you pay their Zakah?' He said, ’Yes.’ The 
Prophet said, ‘Go on doing like this from beyond the seas, for Allah will 
not let your deeds go in vain.’” (Reported by Af-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If any owner of camels does not pay what is due on him, and of his due in 
that (camels) is (also) to milk them on the day when they come down to 
water, when the Day of Resurrection comes a soft sandy plain would be 
set for him, as extensive as possible, (he will find) that not a single young 
one is missing, and they will trample him with their hoofs and bite him with 
their mouths. As often as the first of them passes him, the last of them 
would be made to return during a day the extent of which would be fifty 
thousand years, until judgment is pronounced among servants.” (Reported 
by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“There is no Zakah payable (on grain or dates) on less than five camel- 
loads.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Camels: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“For twenty-five camels, five sheep are to be paid. If they exceed by one, a 
she-camel in her second year is to be given. If there is no she-camel in her 
second year, a male came! in its third year is to be given, up to thirty-five. 
If they exceed by one, a she-camel in her third year is to be given, up to 
forty-five. If they exceed by one, a she-camel in her fourth year is to be 
given.” (Reported by Ahmad and Abu Dawud) 

Cows: 

Mu'adh Ibn Jabal (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“When the Prophet (peace be upon him) sent him to Yemen, he ordered 
him to take a year old male or female calf for every thirty cattle and a cow 
in its third year for every forty.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Regarding cattle, a yearling bull calf is payable for every thirty, and a cow 
in her third year for forty.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 
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• Obligatory financial support means to support one’s parents, 

children and wife. They are not considered among the recipients of 

Zakah . 41 


Sheep: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“When the herd counts forty freely grazing heads at the end of the year, its 
Zakah is one sheep. This is applicable until the number reaches ; 120, at 
which point, up until 200, the Zakah is two sheep. From 201 to 300, their 
Zakah is three sheep. When the number is above 300, one additional sheep 
is added for each increment of one hundred.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 


41 


Channels of Zakah: 


Allah says: . . 

This means: “As-Sadaqat (here it means Zakah) are only for the Fuqara 
(poor), and Al-Masakin (the poor) and those employed to collect (the 
funds); and for to attract the hearts of those who have been inclined 
(towards Islam); and to free the captives; and for those in debt; and for 
Allah's Cause (i.e. for Mujahidun - those fighting in the holy wars), and for 
the wayfarer (a traveller who is cut off from everything); a duty imposed by 
Allah. And Allah is All-Knower, All-Wise.” (9, At-Taubah: 60) 

Those who administer the Zakah d epartment: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: . _ 

“Sadaqah is not to be given to rich man, with the exception of five classes: 
One who fights in Allans Path, or one who collects it, or a debtor, or a man 
who buys it with his money, or a man who has a poor neighbor who has 
been given Sadaqah and gives a present therefrom to the rich man. 

(Reported by Ahmad) 

The indiaents: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“A poor person is not that who goes around begging from people and who 
can be turned away with a morsel or two, or a date or two. A true needy is 
that who does not find the sufficient money to make him rich, does not 
disclose his poverty so that he might be given alms, and does not go 
around begging.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The debtors: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Beqging is not lawful except for three cases: a case of one who has taken 
on himself to pay money for settling disputes, for him begging is 
permissible till the guarantee is discharged and should then refrain. (The 
second is) a person whose property has been destroyed by a p 3 * 3 ™’^* 1 ® 
is allowed -to beg till he attains sufficiency. (The third case is tha : of) a 
person who is in a dire necessity (due to hunger) and whose d«rttut«on is 
affirmed by three authorities. For such person, begging is lawful till he 
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• Zakah Al-Fitr is obligatory to be paid, with the end of Ramadan, by 
every Muslim for himself and every person he supports. It is 
permissible to pay it before the end of Ramadan until the Feast 
prayers. No one is exempted from it, except the one who can not 
afford the costs of his food for the day and night of the Feast. Its 
amount per person is equal to three kilograms of the prevalent food 
in the country such as wheat, rice, barely, dates, raisins, etc. (or 
money - equivalent in some Schools of Jurisprudence ). 42 


3-4 Fasting 

• Fasting is abstaining from eating, drinking and sexual relations from 
the break of dawn until sunset, with a specific intention . 43 


attains what will support him or provide him subsistence. All other 
begging is unlawful and that who indulges in it would acquire unlawful 
earnings.” (Reported by Muslim) 


42 Zakah Al-Fitr: 

'Abdullah Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) prescribed the Sadaqah 
(Zakah) relating to the breaking of the fast as a purification of the fasting 
from empty and obscene talk and as food for the poor. If anyone pays it 
before the prayer (of Id Al-Fitr), it will be accepted as Zakah. If anyone 
pays it after the prayer, that will be a Sadaqah like other Sadaqahs 
(charity).” (Reported by Ibn Majah and Abu Dawud) 

Abu Sa id Ai-Khudri (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“We used to give one Sa' (a measure equivalent to four Mudds, three 
kilograms approx.) of meal, or one Sa' of barley, or one Sa' of dates, or 
one Sa of dried buttermilk, or one Sa' of raisins (dried grapes) as Zakah 
Al-Fitr.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 


43 

The obligation of fasting: 

Allah says: 


0 Ar jakki <> ^ ^ uuk i tyil u] 


This means: " You who believe ! Observing As-Sawm (the fasting) is 
prescribed for you as it was prescribed for those before you , that you may 
become Al-Muttaqun (the pious).” (2, Al-Baqarah: 183) 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Islam is raised on five (pillars): The testification that there is no pod but 
Allah, that Muhammad is His bondsman and Messenger, the establishment 
of prayers, the payment of Zakah, performance of pilgrimage to the House 
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• Fasting is a great blessing from Allah as well as its spiritual, social 
and health benefits. 


• Fasting in Ramadan is a pillar of Islam and it is obligatory. It is 
mandatory on every sane, adult Muslim. 

• The reward for any righteous deed in Ramadan is more than in any 
other month such as night voluntary prayers and invoking Allah, 
recitation of the Qur’an, charity, I'tikaf (retiring to a mosque for 
devotion during the last ten days of Ramadan), waiting for and 

i 4 4 

celebrating Laylat ul-Qadr , and performing 'Umrah. 


of Allah (Ka'bah), and fasting during Ramadan.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

44 The grace of fasting: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Every servant of Allah who observes fast for a day in the Way of Allah, 
Allah will remove, because of this day, his face farther from the Fire (of 
Hell) to the extent of seventy years' distance.” (Reported by An-Nasal) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“In Paradise, there is a gate which is called Ar-Rayyan through which only 
the observers of fast will enter on the Day of Resurrection. None else will 
enter along with them. It will be proclaimed: ‘Where are the observers of 
fast who should be admitted into it?’ And when the last of them will enter, 
it will be closed and no one will enter it.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Fasting is a protection against sins.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“The five (daily) prayers and from one Friday prayer to the next, and from 
Ramadan to (next) Ramadan, there is expiation for the sins committed in 
between (their intervals) provided one shuns the major sins. ’ 

(Reported by Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Whosoever fasts during the month of Ramadan because of faith and 
seeking reward from Allah, his past sins will be forgiven.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“When there comes the month of Ramadan, the gates of mercy are 
opened, and the gates of Hell are locked and the devils are chained.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 



o0o 
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The grace of giving charity in Ramadan: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“If one provides something to the faster for breaking the fast, he earns the 
same reward as the one who was fasting without decreasing in any way 
the reward of the latter.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) was the most generous of people 
and he was the most generous during Ramadan. Gabriel used to meet him 
every night and he recited the Holy Qur'an to him. During this period, the 
generosity of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) was faster than 

the ever blowing wind.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Musiim) 

Night voluntary prayers and invocation of Allah: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“He who performs the optional prayer during Ramadan out of faith and 
hoping to earn a reward, his past sins will be pardoned.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

'A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated: 

“When the (last) ten (nights of Ramadan) would come, the Prophet (peace 
be upon him) would spend the night in worshipping, awaken his family (to 
perform acts of worship), and tighten Al-Mi’zar (loin cloth) (this is a 
metaphor of doing one’s best or refraining from sexual intercourse.).” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The recitation of Qur'an: 

'Abdullah ibn 'Amr (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) said: 

“The fast and the Qur’an are two intercessors for the servant of Allah on 
the Day of Resurrection. The fast will say, ( Q Lord, I prevented him from 
his food and desires during the day. Let me intercede for him.’ The Qur’an 
will say: *1 prevented him from sleeping at night. Let me intercede for him.’ 
And their intercession will be accepted.” (Reported by Ahmad) 

Retiring in a mosque: 

'Abdullah ibn 'Umar narrated that: 

“Allah's Apostle used to practice I tikaf in the last ten days of the month of 
Ramadan.” (Reported by Ai-Bukhari) 

Performing 'Umrah in Ramadan: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Performing Umrah during Ramadan is equal to performing Hajj (or is 
equal to performing Hajj with me).” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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• Ramadan is ascertained with the sight of the Hilal (crescent) or the 
completion of thirty days of the month of Sha'ban. Thejast ends 
with the birth of the crescent of the month of Shawwal. 

• Breaking the fast is permissible for travelers, patients, women 
having their monthly period, pregnant and nursing women, and 
these days can be made up for at a later time. 

• An elderly person who is unable to fast as well as patients suffering 
from incurable diseases are also allowed to break their fast,^and can 
feed an indigent person for every day that they did not fast. 


45 Ascertaining the beginning of Ramadaru 

Allah says: 

(> A® :S >14^ p 

This means: “So whoever of you sights (the crescent on the first night of) 
the month (of Ramadan i.e. is present at his home), he must observe Sawm 
(fasts) that month.” (2, Al-Baqarah: 185) 


Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“Fast when you see the new moon and break it on sighting it (the new 
moon of shawwal), but if the sky is cloudy for you, then complete the 
number (thirty).” (Reported by Muslim) 


46 Licenses of breaking the fast: 

Allah says: „ , . . . , . , 

<C0i£- Xj£ jLl 4 >' f# b- j* to** 

' ' ■ ' (Ut 

This means: “But if any of you is ill or on a journey, the same number 
(should be made up) from other days. And as for those who can fast with 
difficulty, (e.g. an old man, etc.), they have (a choice either to fast or) to 
feed a Miskin (poor person) (for every day). (2, Al-Baqarah. 184) 

Abu Sa’id Al-Khudri (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“We went out on an expedition with the Messenger of Allah (peace be 
upon him) during Ramadan. Some of us observed the fast and some. of us 
broke it. Neither the observer of the fast had any grudge against one who 
broke it nor the breaker of the fast had any grudge against one who had 
fasted. They knew that he who had strength enough (to bear lts r| 9or) 
fasted and that was good, and they also found that he who fe 'j ; * ea * 
could not bear the burden) broke it, and that was also good. 

(Reported by Muslim) 

Explaining the verse; ‘And as for those who can fast with difficulty, Ibn Abbas 
said: This was a concession granted to the aged man and woman who were 
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• It is obligatory for women having their monthly period, or post- 
natal bleeding to break their fast, and make up these days by fasting 
later on. 

• It is recommended for those fasting to break their fast promptly and 
defer the daybreak meal as much as possible, say the known 

supplication when breaking the fast, and begin the meal with dates 
or water . 47 


able (with difficulty) to keep fast; they were allowed to leave the fast and instead 
feed an indigent person for each fast; (and a concession) to pregnant and 
suckling women when they apprehended harm (to themselves).’ 

(Reported by Abu Dawud) 

Redemption instead of others: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“If a person dies and fasting is due on him, his heir should fast on his 
behalf.” (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim) 

ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“A man came to the Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) and said: 
Messenger of Allah, my mother has died (in a state) that she had to 
observe fast of a month (of Ramadan). Should I complete (them) on her 
behalf? Thereupon, he (the Prophet) said: Would you not pay the debt if 
your mother had died (without paying it)? He said: Yes. He (the Prophet) 
said: The debt of Allah is more proper to be paid/” 

(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim) 

47 The Sunnahs of fasting: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“My people will continue doing good deeds as long as they hasten in 
breaking the fast.” (Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) used to break his fast before 
offering prayers with some fresh dates, but if there were no fresh dates, he 
would have a few dry dates, and if there were no dry dates he would sip 
water.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

Mu'adh Ibn Zuhrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) used to say when he broke his 
fast: O Allah, for You I have fasted, and with Your provision I have broken 
my fast.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“The limit between our fast and that of the People of the Book is taking 
predawn meal.” (Reported by Muslim) 

Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“Take a predawn meal because there is a blessing in it.” 

(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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• It is permissible during fasting to use medicine which does not 
reach the stomach through the throat, eat, drink, and have lawful 
sexual intercourse during the period from sunset to dawn. 


• Fasting is still valid if one eats or drinks by mistake, has wet 
dreams, or has major ritual impurity (Janabah) at night. 


• It is offensive during the fast to lie, make trouble, rinse one’s mouth 
excessively, or expose oneself to whatever stimulates lust . 49 

• What nullifies the fast are: 

a) Intentionally allowing food to travel through the mouth or nose 

to the stomach. 

b) Ejaculation of semen because of a lustful act without 

intercourse. 

- Both a) and b) entail a redemption without an expiation. 

c) Sexual intercourse and intentional eating or drinking; each of 

them obliges, besides making up for the day, freeing a person 


Zayd Ibn Thabit (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“We took the Suhur with the Prophet. Then he stood for the prayer. Anas 
asked, ‘What was the interval between the Suhur and the Adhan?’ I replied, 
The interval was sufficient to recite fifty verses of the Qur'an.’” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

48 Acts permissible during observing fasting: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“If anyone eats or drinks forgetfully while observing fast, he should 
complete his fast, for it is only Allah Who has fed him and given him 
drink.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

49 Acts offensive during observing fasting: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“And sniff your nose, but be careful when you are fasting.” 

(Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 
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in bondage, or fasting two consecutive months, or feeding 
sixty poor people an average meal . 50 


• Days recommended for fasting throughout the year are: 

a) The day of ' Arafah (for other than the pilgrim) 

b) The day of ' Ashura 7 and a day before it (tenth and ninth of 

Muharram) 

c) Six days in Shawwal 

d) Any day in the first half of Sha'ban 

e) The first nine days of Dhul-Hijjah 

f) Any days in Muharram 

g) The thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth of every lunar month 

(White Days) 

h) Mondays and Thursdays 


Nullifiers of fasting: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“But if he vomits intentionally, he must make atonement.” 

(Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“A man came to the Prophet and said, ‘I have been ruined for I have had 
sexual relation with my wife in Ramadan (while I was fasting). The Prophet 
said (to him), ‘Manumit a slave.’ The man said, 4 I can not afford that.’ The 
Prophet said, ‘(Then) fast for two successive months.* The man said, ‘I can 
not do that.’ The Prophet said, ‘(Then) feed sixty poor persons.’ The man 
said, ‘I have nothing (to feed them with).’ Then a big basket full of dates 
was brought to the Prophet. The Prophet said, ‘Where is the questioner? 
Go and give this in charity.’ The man said, ‘(Shall I give this in charity) to a 
poorer person than I? By Allah, there is no family in between these two 
mountains (of Medina) who are poorer than us.’ The Prophet then smiled 
till his canine teeth became visible, and said, Then (feed) your (family with 
it). ! ” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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i) Fasting a day and breaking one’s fast the next day (the fast of 
the Prophet David, (peace be upon him) 


j) Increasing fasting for the unmarried person who can not afford 
marriage expenses . 51 


51 Days recommended for fasting: 

When the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) was questioned about the 
fast on the day of 'Arafah, he said: 

“It is expiation for the sins of the preceding year and the coming one.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 

When the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) was asked about the fasting 
on the tenth day of Muharram, he replied: 

“It expiates the sins of the previous year.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“If I remain alive until the next year, I shall keep the fast on the ninth of 
Muharram (as well).” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“If one fasts throughout Ramadan and then followed it with fasting on the 
first six days of Shawwal (after the Id day), it will be counted as if he has 
fasted throughout the year.” (Reported by Muslim) 

' A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated: 

“I did not see the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) completing the 
fast of a month, but that of Ramadan, and I did not see him fasting more m 
any other month than that of Sha'ban.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“There are no days during which righteous action is so pleasing to Allah 
as righteous action in the first ten days of Dhul~Hijjah. He was asked. O 
Messenger of Allah, not even striving in the Cause of Allah? He replied. 
Not even striving in the Cause of Allah except in the case of one who goes 
forth with his life and his property and does not return with either of it. 
(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“The best month for fasting next to Ramadan is Muharram .” 

(Reported by Muslim) 

Qatadah Ibn Milhan (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) ordered us to fast on the 
three ’’white Days": thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth of each iunar 
month.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Actions are presented on Mondays and Thursdays, so I like that my 
actions may be presented while I am fasting.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 
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• Days in which fasting is offensive are the day of 'Arafat for the 
pilgrim, singling out Friday or Saturday for fasting, and the second 
half of Sha'ban. 


• Cases in which fasting is highly offensive are the doubtful day (the 
thirtieth of Sha'ban), fasting everyday for life, continuous fasting of 
days and nights without a break, and a married woman fasting (in 
other than Ramadan) without the consent of her husband. 


“To Allah, the best fast is that of David, and the best prayer is that of David 
(peace be upon him) for he would sleep half of the night and stand for 
prayer for one third of it and (then) would sleep on sixth of it, and he would 
fast one day and break it on the other. He used not to flee on encountering 
the enemy.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“He who can afford to marry should marry, because it will help him refrain 
from looking at other women, and save his private parts from committing 
illegal sexual relation; and he who can not afford to marry is advised to 
fast, as fasting is a safeguard (from lust).” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

52 

Cases in which fasting is offensive: 

Offensive fasting: 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) prohibited fasting on the day of 
Arafah at 'Arafah.” (Reported by Ahmad) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“None of you should observe optional fasting on Friday unless along with 
another day, before or after it.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Do not fast on Saturday except what has been made obligatory on you; 
and if one of you can get nothing but a grape skin or a piece of wood from 
a tree, he should chew it.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“When the middle of Sha'ban comes, do not fast.” 

(Reported by Abu Dawud) 

Highly offensive fasting: 

'A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated: 

“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) prohibited continuous 
fasting.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Do not fast continuously day and night (Al-Wisal practice).” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

Ammar Ibn Yasir (may Allah be pleased with him) said: 
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• Fasting is prohibited on the two days of Al-Fitr Bairam and Al- 
Adha (Sacrifice) Bairam, on the three days of Tashriq (days 
following the immolation day), for the severely ill patient, and for 
women having their monthly period, or post-natal bleeding. 53 



3-5 The Pilgrimage (Hajj) 

• There are certain conditions that must be met in order to make the 
pilgrimage (Hajj) and the lesser pilgrimage ('Umrah) obligatory for 
a person. A person must be Muslim, sane, and mature. Hajj must be 
affordable to him (i.e. expenses, transportation, and safety of the 
road). 


“He who fasts the day of Shakk (in which it is not decided whether the 
following day is the beginning of Ramadan or not), disobeys Abul-Qasim, 
the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him).” 

(Reported by Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Whoever fasts daily throughout his life is just as the one who does not 
fast at all.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Abu Qatadah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“ Umar asked the Prophet: Messenger of Allah, what is the position of one 
who perpetually observes fast? Thereupon, he said: He neither fasted nor 
broke it, or he said: He did not fast and he did not break it.” 

(Reported by An-Nasa’i) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“It is not lawful for a woman to fast (optional fasting) without the 
permission of her husband if he is at home.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

53 Prohibited fasting: 

'Umar Ibn Al-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“Allah's Prophet has forbidden people to fast on the day on which you 
break fasting (the fast of Ramadan) and the day on which you eat the meat 
of your sacrifices.” (i.e. the first day of Al-Adha Bairam). 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The days of Tashriq are the days of eating and drinking.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Is it not true that a woman does not pray and does not fast on 
menstruating? And that is the defect (loss) in her religion.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 
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• Hajj, one of the five pillars of Islam, is obligatory to be performed 
once in one’s lifetime , 54 while 'Umrah is a highly recommended 
Sunnah . 55 


54 Obligation of Haii: 

Allah says: 

(SV Jl) jMJVUid CjuuJI ^ AHjl 

This means: “And Hajj (pilgrimage to Makkah) to the House (Ka'bah) is a 
duty that mankind owes to Allah , on those who can afford the expenses 
(for one's conveyance , provision and residence).” (3, Al- lmran: 97) 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Islam is raised on five (pillars): The testification that there is no god but 
Allah, that Muhammad is His bondsman and Messenger, the establishment 
of prayer, the payment of Zakah, the pilgrimage to the House of Allah 
(Ka'bah), and fasting during Ramadan.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“Al-Aqra' Ibn Habis asked the Prophet (peace be upon him) saying: 
Messenger of Allah! Hajj is to be performed annually or only once? He 
replied: Only once, and if anyone performs it more often, he performs a 
supererogatory act.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 


55 Umrah is a highly recommended Sunnah: 

Allah says: 




This means: “And perform properly (i.e. all the ceremonies according to 
the ways of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)) the Hajj and 1 Umrah 
(i.e. the pilgrimage to Makkah) for Allah.” (2, Al-Baqarah: 196) 


Laqit Ibn 'Amir (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that he came to the 
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) and said: My father is a very old man 
who is not able to perform Hajj or 'Umrah or to undertake the journey. The 
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Perform Hajj and Umrah on behalf of your father.” 

(Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

Haii and Umrah are recommended: 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) was asked: Which of the 
deeds is the best? He replied: Faith in Allah and his Messenger. It was 
said: What is next? He replied: Striving in the Cause of Allah, it was said: 
What is thereafter? He replied: An accepted Hajj.” 

(Reported by Ai-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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• The Prophet (peace be upon him) incited the desire for Hajj and 
'Umrah and warned from neglecting them. 


• It is permissible for the one who already performed Hajj to do it on 
behalf of another person who is unable to perform it because of 
illness, old age, or death. 

• Hajj and 'Umrah have rites, obligatory elements, prohibitions, and 
Sunnah. 

• Rites: Hajj and 'Umrah are invalidated if either of them is left. 

• Obligatory elements: It is a sin not to perform any of them. There is 
a ruling legislated by Allah to be imposed upon he who rejects one 
of these elements. 

• Prohibitions: The Lawgiver prohibited certain things, and each has 
rulings if it is done. 

• Sunnahs: They are all enactments done by the Prophet (peace be 
upon him), other than the rites and obligations. They are 
recommended to be performed, but it is not a sin if one fails to do 
them. 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Whoever performs Hajj without talking indecently or committing any fault 
returns from the Hajj as the day on which his mother gave birth to him (i.e. 
free from sins).” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Hajj which is accepted will receive no reward other than Paradise.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

' A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated: 

“I requested the Prophet to permit me to participate in Jihad, but he said, 
"Your Jihad is the performance of Hajj.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“An Umrah is an expiation for the sins committed between it and the next, 
and Hajj which is accepted will receive no reward other than Paradise.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 




• The rites of Hajj are four: 


a) Ihram 

b) Tawaf (Circumambulation around the Ka'bah) 

c) Sa'y (Hastening between As-Safa and Al-Marwah): only 
obligatory for Hanafi School 

d) Standing on Mount 'Arafah 

• The rites of 'Umrah are: Ihram, Tawaf, and Sa'y. 

Ihram 

• It is mandatory to enter the state of Ihram from the sites and on 
times prescribed by the Lawgiver, and not to wear sewn clothes (for 
men). If any of these two acts are not accomplished, an animal (e.g. 
sheep) should be slaughtered or one has to fast for ten days for 
those who can not afford. 

• It is unlawful while being in Ihram to cover the head with headgear, 
shave or cut one’s hair, trim one’s nails, apply perfume, or wear 
sewn clothes. If any of these is performed, one has to make up for it 
by fasting for three days, feeding six indigent people, or 
slaughtering a sheep. 

• Sexual intercourse nullifies Hajj. All its rituals, beside slaughtering 
a camel or a cow, or fasting ten days, must be first completed. 
Sexual prelude is also prohibited and the expiation is to slaughter a 
sheep, the same as for killing or hunting a game in the Haram. 
Marriage or engagement is also forbidden, but no expiation is 
stipulated except repentance and asking for forgiveness. 

• Sunnah of Ihram are bathing, wearing a clean white cloth, entering 
Ihram after performing a prayer, trimming one’s nails, trimming 
one’s moustache, removing pubic hair, as well as continuous 
recitation of the Talbiyah: Labbayka Allahumma Labbayk (here I 
am at Your service, my Lord!), supplication, and praying the 
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benediction on the Prophet (peace be upon him). Talbiyah is an 
obligation for the Maliki Juristic School . 56 


3 Ihram: 

Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“Allah's Messenger had fixed Dhul-Hulayfah as the Miqat (a place 
where a person assumes Ihram) for the people of Medina; Al-Juhfah for the 
people of Sham; and Qarn Al-Manazil for the people of Najd; and Yalamlam 
for the people of Yemen. So, these (above-mentioned) are the Mawaqit for 
all those living at those places and, besides them, for those who come 
through those places with the intention of performing Hajj and Umrah. 
Whoever lives within these places (i.e. nearer to Mecca) should assume 
Ihram from his dwelling place, and similarly the people of Mecca can 
assume Ihram from Mecca.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“A Muhrim should not wear a shirt, or a turban, or a cap, or trousers, Nor 
(should he wear) stockings (i.e. no sort of sewn clothes). But in case he 
does not find shoes, (but before wearing stockings) should trim them (in 
such a way) that they should become lower than the ankles. Also, he 
should not wear a cloth touched with wars (wars was opphed as dyestuff 
to the clothes) or with saffron”. (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 


Talbiyah: 

Its Wording: 

“labbayka Allahumma Labbayka. Labbayka La Sharika Laka Labbayka. 
Innal-hamda Wan-ni mata laka Wal Mulk. La Sharika Lak . (I respond to 
Your call, O Allah, I respond to Your call, and I am obedient to Your orders, 
You have no partner, I respond to Your call. All the praises and blessings 
be for You, AM the sovereignty be for You. And You have no partner with 

you.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Unlawful things during Ihram: 

Allah says: 

(5 o ;S^U!) ^ j IjfiB V \jU\ W % * 

This means: "O you who believe! Kill not game while you are in a state of 
Ihram for Hajj or ' Umrah (pilgrimage).” (5, Al-Ma’idah: 95) 


Allah says: . , , : . 

(MV :S jiall) ^ Yj ykfy 

This means: "Then he should not have sexual relations (with his wife), nor 
commit sin , nor dispute unjustly during the Hajj." ( 2 , Al-Baqarah 197) 

Allah says: # , 

This means: "And whosoever of you is ill or has an ailment in his scalp 
(necessitating shaving), he must pay a Fidyah (ransom) of either observing 
Sawm (fasts) (three days) or giving Sadaqah (chanty - feed/ng six poor 
persons) or offering sacrifice (one sheep).” (2, Al-Baqarah : 196) 
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Tawaf (Circumambulation) 


• In Hajj, there are three circumambulations: Tawaf Al-Ifadah (going- 
forth) which is a pillar rite of Hajj and Hajj is not accomplished 
without it, as well as Tawaf Al-Qudum (arrival) and Tawaf AI- 
Wada' (farewell) which are obligatory. 


• The conditions of Tawaf are like those of prayer, namely, intention, 
purity, ablution, and covering one’s private parts. It is performed 
inside Al-Masjid Al-Haram (Inviolable Mosque), making the 
Ka bah at the left-hand side and doing seven consecutive rounds in 
an anti clockwise direction. 


• Sunnahs of Tawaf are: to kiss the Black Stone at the beginning of 
Tawaf if possible (or to touch or point to it), to recite a certain 
invocation at the beginning and the end of every circumambulation, 
to touch the Yamani Comer and kiss the Black Stone whenever it is 
passed if possible, pray two Rak'ahs after Tawaf behind Maqam 
Ibrahim, and to drink from Zamzam. 

• Also, for men, it is a Surrnah to hasten in their steps during the first 
three rounds of Tawaf Al-Qudum, as well as to uncover the right 
shoulder. 


• Among the good manners of Tawaf are submission, deep devotion, 
and talking only when necessary . 57 


Killing games: 

Ailah says: 

(^° :&AjLJI) .* La JjI# 

This means: " The penalty is an offering , brought to the Ka'bah, of an 
eatable animal (i.e. sheep , goat , cow , etc.) equivalent to the one he killed 
(5, Al-Ma’idah: 95) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“A Muhrim must neither marry himself, nor arrange the marriage of 
another one, nor should he make a proposal of marriage.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 
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Sa'y (Hastening between As-Safa and AI-Marwah) 

• The conditions of Sa'y are to have an intention, to perform it after a 
correctly made Tawaf (whether a pillar [rite] or obligatory), and to 
complete seven consecutive rounds, starting from As-Safa. 


• The Sunnahs of Sa'y are to stand on As-Safa and Al-Marwah 
saying Allahu Akbar (Allah is Greatest) and a certain supplication 
on every round. Sa y rounds must come immediately after each 
other, hastening one’s strides between the ’green pillars’ for 
physically fit men. 


57 Tawaf (circumambulating): 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: . 

“Circumambulation around the Ka'bah is like prayer, yet you speak during 
it. He who speaks during circumambulation should not say but what is 
good.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

Jabir Ibn 'Abdullah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“But when we came with him (the Prophet) to the House (Ka bah), he 
touched the pillar and (made seven circuits) running three of them and 
walking four” (Reported by Muslim) 

Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) and his Companions performed 
Umrah from Al-Ji'irranah. They went quickly round the House (the Ka bah) 
moving their shoulders proudly. They put their upper garments under their 
armpits and threw the ends over their left shoulders.” 

(Reported by Abu Dawud) 

The invocation of Sunnah: 

Allah says: _ .. _ . , ^ 

(Y * > :3j3LJl) <jUl) Ljl’jfr USj S>V I cjj ^ iA ^ ^ ^ 

This means: “ And of them there are some who say: ” Our Lord! Give us in 
this world that which is good and in the Hereafter that which is good , and 
save us from the torment of the Fire /" (2, Al-Baqarah: 201) 

The Maqam of Ibrahim: 

Allah says: s % : 

p Y o :S jSuil) tjA 

This means: “And take you (people) the Maqam (place) of Ibrahim 
(Abraham) (or the stone on which Ibrahim (Abraham) stood while he was 
buildina the Ka’bah) as a place of prayer (for some of your praye rs, , e. g. 
two Rak'at after the Tawaf of the Ka’bah at Makkah).” (2, Al-Baqarah: 125) 
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• Among the good manners of Sa'y are purification and being 
occupied with supplication. 58 


Standing on mount ' Arafah and the remaining Hajj 
Rites: 

• To stay with the intention of Hajj at 'Arafah from the midday of the 
9* of Dhul-Hijjah to the dawn of the following day (day of 
immolation) 


• Among the obligatory elements of Hajj are: to stay in 'Arafah after 
midday to sunset, spend the night of the 10 th of Dhul-Hijjah at 
Muzdalifah where pebbles are picked up and thrown on the day of 
immolation (a set of seven pebbles thrown at Al-' Aqabah pillar) and 
then to shave or cut one’s hair short, spend two (for the one in a 
hurry), or three nights at Mina (a Sunnah for Hanafi School), throw 
three (sets of seven) pebbles (at the three pillars) after midday on 
every day of Tashriq (two or three days following immolation), and 


58 Sa'v (walking between As-Safa and Al-Marwahk 

Allah says: 


0* A :S jM) d ** J ^ g* '<>$ ^ c> l£o!l b! > 

This means: “Verily! As-Safa and Al-Marwah (two mountains in Makkah) 
are of the Symbols of Allah. So it is not a sin on him who performs Hajj or 
Vmrah (pilgrimage) of the House (the Ka'bah at Makkah) to perform the 
going (Tawaf) between them (As-Safa and Al-Marwah ). " 

( 2 , Al-Baqarah: 158) 


Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Prophet (peace be upon him) raised his voice in Talbiyah for Hajj. 
When he came (to Mecca), he went round the House (the Ka'bah) and 
between As-Safa and Al-Marwah." (Reported by Ahmad) 

Invocation on As-Safa and Al-Marwah: 

“None has the right to be worshipped but Allah; He is One and has no 
partner. All the kingdom is for Him, and all the praises are for Him, and He 
is Omnipotent. None has the right to be worshipped but Allah. He has kept 
up His promise and made His slave (the Prophet) victorious, and He Alone 
defeated all the clans of (non-believers).” (Reported by Muslim) 

Good manners of Sa'v: 

The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Going round the House (the Ka'bah), running between As-Safa and Al- 
Marwah, and lapidation of the pillars are meant for the remembrance of 
Allah.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 
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finally perform the farewell circumambulation (Tawaf Al-Wada') 
(except for the Maliki School) 


• Sunnahs of Hajj are to go to Mina on the 8 th of Dhul-Hijjah and 
spend the night of the 9 th , to perform the five prayers there, to 
shorten and combine the Noon and Afternoon prayers with the 
Imam at Namirah mosque before staying at 'Arafah, to postpone the 
Sunset prayer to be combined with the Evening prayer at 
Muzdalifah, to face the Ka'bah at Al-Mash'ar Al-Haram until the 
time of traveling, and to follow the sequence of throwing Al- 
' Aqabah pebbles, immolation, shaving, and finally Tawaf Al-Ifadah 
which is to be performed before the sunset of the day of 
immolation. 59 


• It is recommended for the pilgrim to visit the Prophet's Mosque 
(peace be upon him) and other sights in Madinah. 60 


59 Standing on 'Arafah: 

Ya'mar Ad-Dayli (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“So he (a man) called the Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him), saying. 
How is Hajj done? He (the Prophet) ordered a man (to reply). He shouted 
loudly: The Hajj, the Hajj is 'Arafah (i.e. standing on mount Arafah on the 
Day of Arafah).” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

The rest of the integrals of Hail : 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Learn your rituals (by seeing me performing them).” (Reported by Muslim) 
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Receive (teaching) from me.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Stand where you are performing your devotions for you are an heir to the 
heritage of Abraham.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“O people! Proceed calmly. No virtue lies in rushing.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“None amongst you should depart until he performs the last 
circumambulation round the House (Ka bah).” (Reported by Muslim) 
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60 Madinah: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Ibrahim declared Mecca as sacred and I declare sacred the area between 
its two stony grounds (lava lands, by which he meant Medina).” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Medina is a sanctuary from (the mountain of) A’ir to Thawr, therefore, 
whoever innovates (in it) an heresy or commits a sin, or gives shelter to 
such an innovator, will incur the curse of Allah, the angels, and all people; 
and none of his compulsory or optional good deeds of worship will be 
accepted.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Its (Medina's) fresh grass is not to be cut, its game is not to be driven 
away, and things dropped in it are to be picked up by one who publicly 
announces it, and it is not permissible for any man to carry weapons in it 
for fighting, and it is not advisable that its trees are cut except what a man 
cuts for the fodder of his camel.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Verily, Belief returns and goes back to Medina as a snake returns and 
goes back to its hole (when in danger).” (Reported by Ai-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Medina is like a pair of bellows (furnace): It expels its impurities and 
brightens and clears its good.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Medina is best for them if they knew. No one leaves it due to dislike of it 
without Allah putting in it someone better than him in place of him; and no 
one will stay there in spite of its hardships and distress without my being 
an intercessor or witness on behalf of him on the Day of Resurrection.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“None plots against the people of Medina but that he will be dissolved 
(destroyed) like the salt is dissolved in water.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“None should nurse ill will towards the people of Medina, or Allah will melt 
him in fire like the melting of lead or the dissolution of salt in water.” 
(Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophetic Mosque: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Do not travel (for visiting) except for three mosques: Al-Masjid Al-Haram 
(in Mecca), my mosque (in Medina), and Al-Masjid Al-Aqsa (in Jerusalem).” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“One prayer in my Mosque is better than one thousand prayers in any 
other mosque except for Al-Masjid Al-Haram.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 



Unit 3: Worship 



• If one has entered the state of Ihram, and then for a valid reason was 
unable to enter Makkah or stay at 'Arafah, he must slaughter an 
animal and send it to the Ka'bah before concluding the Ihram . 6 


• The pilgrim can combine Hajj and 'Umrah in two ways: 

a) Hajj Al-Qiran: To enter into Ihram for Hajj and 'Umrah and to 
perform the rites of each before breaking the Ihram 

b) Hajj At-Tamattu': To enter into Ihram for the rites of 'Umrah 
then break it, then re-enter the state of Ihram for Hajj. 

In both cases, the pilgrim has to either slaughter an animal, or fast 
for three days during Hajj and seven days after returning home. 

• It is an obligatory Sunnah for the capable non-pilgrim to slaughter a 
sheep, in order to revive the enactment of the Prophet Abraham 
(peace be upon him), on the morning after the Feast prayer. It is 
recommended that a third of the sacrificial animal be eaten, a third 
be given as gifts, and a third be given as charity. It is possible for all 
of it to be devoted to charity . 62 


“Between my house and the pulpit there is a garden of the gardens of 
Paradise.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

61 Pilgrims enclosed from entering Mecca for se vere reasons! 

Allah says: , , , 1 1 

* (^*\ :S jkll) l )- 9 ^ 0^ 

This means: “But if you are prevented (from completing them), sacrifice a 
Hady (animal, i.e. a sheep, a cow, or a camel) such as you can afford. (2, 
Al-Baqarah: 196) 

Conditions of being enclosed from enter ing Mecca. 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said to Duba'ah Bint Az-Zubayr, who was an 
ailing woman: 

“Enter into the state of Ihram (uttering these words) of condition: I would 
be free from it (i.e. be free from the state of Ihram) when You would detain 

me.” (Reported by Muslim) 

62 Sacrifice: 

Allah says: „ 

(T : < jaulj f- 
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This means: " Therefore turn in prayer to your Lord and sacrifice (to Him 
only). ” (108, Ai-Kauthar: 2) 

'A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated: 

“Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) commanded that a ram with black 
legs, black belly and black (circles) round the eyes should be brought to 
him, so that he should sacrifice it. He said to me (’A’ishah): Give me the 
large knife, and then said: Sharpen it on a stone. I did that. He then took it 

K ,, e ,£ mfe ' and then the ram; he P lace d it on the ground and then sacrificed 

it. (Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The son of Adam does not perform any deed more beloved to Allah on 
the Day of Sacrifice than shedding blood (of a sacrificial animal). He will 
come on the Day of Resurrection with its (sacrificial animal) horns, hoofs, 
and hairs. The blood (of the sacrificial animal) is shed in a place (i.e. near) 
to Allah, the Glorified and the Exalted, before it is shed on the earth So be 
pleased with it.” (Reported by Ibn Majah and At-Tirmidhi) 

It was narrated: 

“The Companions said to the Prophet (peace be upon him), ‘What about 
these sacrificial animals?’ The Prophet said, ‘(It is) the Sunnah of your 
father Ibrahim.’ They said, ‘What do we have (as a reward from Allah) for 
them, Messenger of Allah?’ The Prophet responded, ‘For every single hair 
you have a virtue recorded to your credit.’ They asked, ‘What about wool 
Messenger of Allah?’ The Prophet responded, ‘For every single hair of the 
wool you have a virtue recorded to your credit.’” (Reported by Ibn Majah) 

The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Sacrifice only a grown-up animal, unless it is difficult for you, in which 
case sacrifice a ram (of even less than a year, but more than six months’ 
age).” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Four (types of animals) should be avoided in sacrifice: A One-eyed animal 
which has obviously lost the sight of one eye, a sick animal which is 
obviously sick, a lame animal which obviously limps and an animal with a 
broken leg with no marrow.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Whoever slaughtered the sacrifice before the prayer, he just slaughtered 
it for himself, and whoever slaughtered it after the prayer, he slaughtered it 
at the right time and followed the tradition of the Muslims.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“You may eat, preserve, and give in charity.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Ali Ibn Abi Talib (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Prophet offered one hundred Budnahs as Hady and ordered me to 
djstribute their meat (in charity) and I did so. Then, he ordered me to 
distribute their covering sheets in charity and I did so. Then, he ordered 
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Exercises 



Purification 

1 . Mention four of the impurities. 

2. Mention some of the conventional rules for using the toilet. 

3. How is cleansing oneself after defecation carried out? 

4. What are the obligatory integrals of ablution? What are its Sunnahs? 
What are the acts which are considered offensive? 

5. Mention three acts that nullify ablution. 

6. On whom is ablution for every prayer obligatory? 

7. What makes bathing obligatory? When is it praiseworthy? How is it 
carried out? 

8. Mention some of the Sunnahs of bathing and what is considered 
offensive? 

9. What is prohibited for the Junub? 

10. When is Tayammum lawful? When is it invalid? How is it carried 
out? 


1 1 . What are the conditions for wiping over light leather socks or 
regular socks? 

Prayers 

1 . On whom are prayers obligatory? On whom are they not? 

2. What are the conditions for performing prayers correctly? 

3. What are the prerequisites of prayers? Differentiate between 
confirmed and unconfirmed Sunnah of prayers? 


me to distribute their skins in charity and I did so.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 
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4. What is permitted in prayers? What is offensive in prayers? 

5. What nullifies prayers? 

6. What does one have to do if he forgets in prayers by adding or 
leaving out a Rak'ah or one of the confirmed Sunnahs? 

7. What is the ruling concerning congregational prayers? 

8. Who should lead a congregational prayer? 

9. What is obligatory for the Imam in prayers? What is obligatory for 
those standing behind him? 

1 0. What is the ruling concerning the Adhan (call for prayers)? What 
is recommended about it? 

1 1 . What is the ruling of shortening and combining prayers while 
traveling? 

12. How can patients pray? 

13. How are prayers performed on a battlefield? 

14. On whom is Friday Prayer obligatory? How is it performed? 

15. What are the Sunnahs of Friday Prayer? 

16. What are the confirmed and unconfirmed Sunnah prayers? 

1 7. Mention six other voluntary prayers. 


18. What is the ruling concerning the funeral prayer? How is it 
performed? 

Zakah 

1 . What is the ruling of Zakah? What are the conditions for its being 
obligatory? 

2. How much is the Zakah of gold/silver? What is their Nisab? 


3. How much is the Zakah of a buried treasure? And minerals? 
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4. How much is the Zakah of cultivated crops and cereals? What is 
their Nisab? 


5. List and explain the channels of Zakah. 


6. Does paying taxes to governments exempt the payment of Zakah? 
Why? 

7. What is the ruling of Zakah Al-Fitr (fast-breaking)? When should it 
be paid? What is its amount? 


Fasting 

1 . What is the ruling concerning fasting? What are the rewards to be 
obtained during the month of Ramadan? 

2. How are the beginning and end of Ramadan ascertained? 

3. Who is permitted to break the fast and then redeem it? Who is 
permitted to break the fast and feed the indigent instead of fasting? 

4. What nullifies fasting: 

a) without an expiation. 

b) with an expiation? 

5. What is permitted for the fasting person? 

6. What is recommended for the fasting person ? What is offensive for 
him? 

7. What are the days other than Ramadan in which fasting is 
recommended? 

8. On which days is fasting offensive? When is fasting prohibited? 

Pilgrimage 

1 . What are the conditions which make pilgrimage (Hajj) obligatory? 

2. How many times must pilgrimage be performed? 

3. What is the ruling of performing pilgrimage on behalf of another 
person? 

4. What are the differences between, and meaning of the following: 
Hajj rites, its obligatory integrals, prohibitions and Sunnah? 

5. What are the rites of Hajj and those of 'Umrah? 

6. What are the obligatory integrals of Ihram? What are its 
prohibitions and Sunnahs? 
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7. How many circumambulations (Tawaf) are there in Hajj? What are 
the rulings concerning each? 

8. What are the conditions to make the Tawaf valid? What are its 
Sunnahs and the good manners of performing it? 

9. What are the conditions for the validity of Sa'y? What are its 
Sunnahs and the good manners of performing it? 

10. It is a time condition for staying in 'Arafah to be from to 

1 1 . Mention five of the obligatory integrals of Hajj and five Sunnahs. 

12. What is the ruling of enclosure from Hajj? 

13. What is combining Hajj and 'Umrah called? What is the 
difference between the ways of combining? 

14. What is the Sunnah for the non-pilgrim on the day of sacrifice? 



UNIT 4 

Conduct 


4-1 Morals 

A: Excellent Characters 

• The core of the message of Islam is the call to excellent characters. 

• People of the highest rank on the Day of Resurrection are those 
who are the best in characters. 

• Excellent characters are acquired through fighting the base desires 
of the self and training it to pursue pious deeds and avoid evil. 

• Worship is training and education to achieve the excellence of 
character. 

• The Prophet (peace be upon him) is a model of excellent character, 
as he had been guided by Allah . 1 


1 Excellent characters: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Al-Birr (all that which is good) is excellence of character.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“There is nothing heavier than good character put in the scale of a believer 
on the Day of Resurrection.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The most perfect believer with respect to faith is he who is best of them in 
character.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“The dearest and nearest among you to me on the Day of Resurrection will 
be that who is the best of you in character. The most abhorrent and 
farthest to me among you will be the talkative, the Mutashaddiqun (those 
who utter words in a way that shows that they are eloquent), and the 
arrogant.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 
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Advice 

• Advice is sincere words given without an ulterior motive. 

• Advice is a manner of the prophets. 

• Advice is salvation from Hellfire. 

• Advice is required by all people to all people . 2 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said to Mu'adh: 

“Fear Allah wherever you are, and perform good deeds after doing bad 
actions, the former will wipe out the latter, and behave decently towards 
people.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) used to invoke Allah saying: 

“And guide me in the best of characters for none but You guides anyone 
(in) good characters. Remove sins from me, for none else but You can 
remove sins from me.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) is a good example: 

Allah says: 

(t :^i) jk JU j) 

This means: “ And verily, you (O Muhammad SAW) are on an exalted 
standard of character.” (68, Al-Qalam : 4) 

'A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated: 

“The character of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) was entirely 
according to the Qur'an.” (Reported by Ahmad) 

2 Advice: 

Allah says: 

(V :j*ajUI) IjjlalU 

This means: “And recommend one another to the truth (i.e. order one 
another to perform all kinds of good deeds (Al-Ma'ruf which Allah has 
ordained, and abstain from all kinds of sins and evil deeds (Al-Munkar 
which Allah has forbidden), and recommend one another to patience 
(103, Al- Asr: 3) 

Hud (peace be upon him) says, to his people, in the Holy Qur’an: 

(n A :(J jfrVl) ^ u!j) 

This means: “And I am a trustworthy adviser (or well-wisher) for you.” 
(7, Al-A raf: 68) 

Nuh (peace be upon him) says in the Holy Qur’an: 
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>) 



Chastity 

• There are levels of chastity, starting with avoiding prohibitions, and 
then avoiding suspicion. 





This means: “t convey unto you the Messages of my Lord and give sincere 
advice to you. And / know from AUah what you know not. ” (7, ALA 'raf: 62) 

Salih (peace be upon him) says in the Holy Qur’an: 


This means: " O my peopie ! / have indeed conveyed to you the Message of 
my Lord, and have given you good advice but you Hke not good advisers ” 
( 7 , ALA' raf: 79) 

Shu'ayb (peace be upon him) says in the Holy Qur’an: 

(M“ :uil jfrSfl) ijij ch^ij Lj 

This means: “O my peopie! i have indeed conveyed my Lord's Messages 
unto you and i have given you good advice (7, ALA' raf: 93) 


Allah says: 

(VS — VA :3jjL«It) jjjtS La (jjinJ 3 jAx3 j $1 a 


This means: “ Those among the Chiidren of Israel who disbelieved were 
cursed by the tongue of Dawud (David) and 7sa (Jesus), son of Maryam 
(Mary). That was because they disobeyed (Allah and the Messengers) and 
were ever transgressing beyond bounds. They used not to forbid one 
another from the Munkar (wrong, evil-doing, sins, polytheism, disbelief, 
etc.) which they committed. Vile indeed was what they used to do." 

(5, ALMa’idah: 78 - 79) 


The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“(Our) religion is (calling to giving) advice. We (the Companions) asked: 
For whom? He replied: For Allah, His Book, His Messenger and for the 
leaders and common Muslims.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“By Him, in whose hand my soul is, you must enjoin what is reputable and 
forbid what is disreputable, or Allah will certainly soon send punishment 
on you. Then you will make supplication and you will not be answered.” 

(Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 
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• The highest rank of chastity is to be chaste even in what is 

permissible of money, living and enjoyment, with the intention of 

'l 

elevating the self 


3 Chastity: 

Allah says: 


ufl. 


jjul\ 


o^jVt (J* Cjiia v Aill f4 jiilJs 

(r vr :s jyi) iy* son oii “t> i ji»a Uj libij '^un V ju 


This means: “(Charity is) for Fuqara ’ (fhe poor), who in Allah’s Cause are 
restricted (from travel), and cannot move about in the land (for trade or 
work). The one who knows them not, thinks that they are rich because of 
their modesty. You may know them by their mark, they do not beg of 
people at all. And whatever you spend in good, surely Allah knows it well. ” 
(2, Al-Baqarah: 273) 

Allah says: 


Orwj a; 


ul lA.tlSb J ^ j\ | 1 llui j ^ >4 ^ W ii ll (jli i jiAj |j| ^ 

(^ rpLwuilJ fuijjjLAilj JsLii I jjAA jli u«iru nj\fl ll& jLS IjjjSj j) 


This means: “And try orphans (as regards their intelligence) until they 
reach the age of marriage; if then you find sound judgement in them , 
release their property to them , but consume it not wastefully, and hastily 
fearing that they should grow up, and whoever amongst guardians is rich, 
he should take no wages, but if he is poor, let him have for himself what is 
just and reasonable (according to his work).” (4, An-Nisa J : 6) 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Seven are (the persons) whom Allah would give protection with His shade 
on the Day when there would be no shade but that of Him (i.e. on the Day 
of Judgment, and they are): ... and a man whom a beautiful woman of high 
rank seduces (for illicit relation), but he (rejects this offer) saying: I fear 
Allah.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

'A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) said: 

“Never had the family of Muhammad (may peace be upon him) eaten to the 
fill with the bread of wheat for three successive nights until his death.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

'Urwah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“'A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) used to say to me* ‘Son of my 
sister, by Allah, I used to see the new moon, then the new moon, then the 
new moon, i.e. three moons in two months, and fire was not kindled in the 
house of Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him). I ( Urwah) sard: 
Auntie, then what were your means of sustenance? She said: Dates and 
water.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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Faithfulness 

* 

• Faithfulness is the opposite of betrayal and is found in one’s full 
commitment to a promise or an agreement. 

• Faithfulness brings grace and reward from Allah . 4 


4 Faithfulness: 

Allah says: 


O > 4 o t 


(> 4 AjaJuSb IjSjl Lj 


This means: “O you who believe ! Fulfill (your) obligations .” 
(5, Al-Ma’idah: 1) 


Allah says: 

(^ \ : liS j Jtu ) jj 4131 a^jlj l^jlj 


This means: “ And fulfill the Covenant of Allah (Bay'ah: pledge for Islam) 
when you have covenanted , and break not the oaths after you have 
confirmed them, and indeed you have appointed Allah your surety (16, 


An-Nahl: 91) 

Allah says: 


(rt :*> j^\) ois bj 


This means: " And fulfil (every) covenant. Verily ! The covenant will be 
questioned about” (17, Al-lsra’: 34) 


Allah says: 

dLJjij i jSiufl (jjii dLJji op^j f f Liitjii i i) 

( ^ V V :S j£j 3I) F* 


This means: " And who fulfill their covenant when they make it, and who 
are patient in extreme poverty and ailment (disease) and at the time of 
fighting (during the battles). Such are the people of the truth and they are 
Al-Muttaqun (the pious).” (2, Al-Baqarah: 177) 


Allah says: 

f—i (ilj Ijl Jm ajj ji 4j aIsI j*1 U 4131 

(TV 


This means: “ Those who break Allah's Covenant after ratifying it, and 
sever what Allah has ordered to be joined (as regards Allah's religion of 
Islamic Monotheism, and to practice its laws on the earth and also as 
regards keeping good relations with kith and kin), and do mischief on 
earth, it is they who are the iosers.” (2, Al-Baqarah: 27) 


Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 




Forbearance 


• Forbearance is patience and self-control especially during times of 
anger.T'he prophets displayed the most forbearance . 5 


“Three are the signs of a hypocrite: When he speaks, he tells lies, when he 
makes a promise, he acts treacherously, and when he is trusted, he 
betrays {whoever trusted him).” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Four are the qualities which, when found in a person, make him a sheer 
hypocrite, and one who possesses one of them, possesses one 
characteristic of hypocrisy until he abandons it. They are: When he is 
entrusted with something, he betrays trust; when he speaks, he lies; when 
he promises, he acts treacherously; and when he argues, he behaves in a 
very imprudent, insulting manner.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 


5 Forbearance: 

Allah says: 




This means: “And when the foolish address them (with bad words) they 
repty back with mild words of gentleness.” (25, Al-Furqan: 63) 

Allah says: 




(oo 


This means: “And when they hear APLaghw (dirty, false, evil vain talk), 
they withdraw from it and say: To us our deeds, and to you your deeds . 
Peace be to you . We seek not the ignorant ” (28, Al-Qasas: 55) 

Allah says: 


(*!“ wUTi *4s 


This means: “And those who turn away from Al-Laghw (dirty, false, evil 
vain talk , falsehood , and all that Allah has forbidden).” (23, Al-Mu ’minun: 3) 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“The strong man is not that who wrestles, but the strong man is that who 
controls himself in a fit of rage.” (Reported by Ai-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“And if a man imputes to you of bad things he knows you possess, do not 
impute to him bad things that you know he has.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him ) narrated that a man said to the 
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him): 

“I have relatives with whom I try to maintain ties of relationship, but they 
sever their relations with me; whom I treat kindly but they treat me badly, 
with whom I am gentle but who are rough to me.” He replied, “if you are as 
you say, it is as if you are applying hot ashes to them (they will bear the 


Forgiveness 
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• Forgiveness is to forget harm and its impact within the heart, and it 
is more than just pardoning. 


• Forgiveness is a sign of established belief. 

• Forgiveness is an attribute of the prophets and pious people . 6 


results of such bad conduct) and you will not be without a supporter 
against them from Allah as long as you do so.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The one who swallows up anger in spite of possessing the power to give 
effect to his anger will be called out by Allah, the Exalted, to the forefront 
of the creatures on the Resurrection Day and will be put to option about 
any pure-eyed virgin he will like.” (Reported by Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said to Ashajj 'Abdul Qays (may 
Allah be pleased with him): 

“You possess two such qualities as Allah loves. These are forbearance 
and leniency.” (Reported by Muslim) 


6 Forgiveness: 

Allah says: 

This means: “But forgive and overlook , till Allah brings His Command .” 
(2, Al-Baqarah: 109) 

Allah says: 

( ^ T :SAjLa!I) ^ 1 /"‘-j Alii (jj ^ ' £■ uic-LS® 

This means : “But forgive them, and overlook (their misdeeds). Verily, Allah 
loves Al-Muhsinun (good-doers).” (5, Al-Ma’idah: 13) 

Allah says: 

— t 9 ^ >- 

(A$ : 4 

This means: “So overlook (O Muhammad SAW), their faults with gracious 
forgiveness.” (15, Al-Hijr: 85) 

Allah says: 

rf AjU Sjlifr Ajjjj dilu if* Vj a (J jiuu Vj# 

(rt 


This means: “The good deed and the evil deed cannot be equal. Repel (the 
evil) with one which is better (i.e. Allah ordered the faithful believers to be 
patient at the time of anger, and to excuse those who treat them badly), 
then verily! He, between whom and you there was enmity, (will become) as 
though he was a close friend.” (41, Fussilat: 34) 


Teach Yourself Islam 

Generosity 

• Islam calls to generosity and prohibits stinginess and avarice. 

• A condition for generosity is that it should be done without reproach or 
hurt . 7 



Allah says: 



4^1 ijte’ 0 lie- l^jLa Alujtf 4-JJy wi p 


This means: " The recompense for an evil is an evil fike thereof But 
whoever forgives and makes reconciliation, his reward is due from Allah . ” 
(42, Ash-Shura: 40) 


Allah says: 

(if 6^ ^ b! jf»-a 

This means: “ And verily, whosoever shows patience and forgives that 
wouid truly be from the things recommended by Allah. ” 

(42, Ash-Shura: 43) 


Ibn Kathir reported that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said, on the Conquest 
of Mecca: 

“O you people of Quraysh! What do you think of the treatment that I am 
about to accord to you?” They replied: O noble brother and son of noble 
brother! We expect nothing but goodness from you. Upon this he said: I 
speak to you in the same words as Yusuf (the Prophet Joseph) spoke unto 
his brothers: 


'Wo reproach on you this day.” (12, Yusuf: 92) 

The Prophet then added, “Go your way, for you are freed ones.” 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah augments the honor of that who forgives.” (Reported by Muslim) 


7 Generosity: 

Allah says: 

o i ^ - a r- - _ . I 

*cA — * J V 1 <* Uj oj nnV i 1 1* 1 j L>* 

(> > — o :J^I) 4tSAjJ IjJ 4JL« t-*J 

This means: “As for him who gives (in charity) and keeps his duty to Allah 
and fears Him, And believes in Al-Husna (goodness). We will make smooth 
for him the path of ease. But he who is greedy miser and thinks himself 
self-sufficient And gives the lie to Al-Husna. We will make smooth for him 
the path for evil; And what will his wealth benefit him when he goes down 
(in destruction).” (92, Al-Layl: 5-11) 

Allah says: 
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# I ' * (* 4 t * #* S 5* ^ 1 ' " 

fjt) OiijlA A-uju gut 


f/j/s means: “And whosoever is saved from his own covetousness , such 
are they who will be the successful.” (59, Al-Hashr: 9) 


Allah says: 

jj. &&J L#j J*l tfji Vjj vj Jji^a J J? <> ffli& £ 0- 

(\ * • *^) I 

7/? /s means: “And spend (in charity) of that with which We have provided 
you , before death comes to one of you and he says: My Lord! If only You 
would give me respite for a little while (i.e. return to the worldly life) t then I 
should give Sadaqah (i.e. Zakat) of my wealth , and be among the righteous 
[i.e. perform Hajj (pilgrimage to Makkah)].” (63, Al-Munafiqun: 10) 

Allah says: 

a a .“i 4 _i 4 dujiJll IjAa-U Vj L>^ (* t* 4 skills 0* 4 IjAAji 1,$^ 

(rnv 


This means: “You who believe! Spend of the good things which you have 
(legally) earned, and of that which We have produced from the earth for 
you, and do not aim at that which is bad to spend from it. 99 
(2, Al-Baqarah: 267) 


Allah says: 

(AY Ji) 4Ju3s> aB 'jli <> ijiili Uj ^ \ja&Z ^ 

This means: “By no means shall you attain Al-Birr (piety, righteousness, 
etc., it means here Allah's Reward, i.e. Paradise), unless you spend (in 
Allah's Cause) of that which you love; and whatever of good you spend, 
Allah knows it well ." (3, Al-' Imran: 92) 


Allah says: 

*Sa JS (J JjUuj aIu Cmit Aj*. aB JjjLi ^ 


(Yn \ :»jaB) AUl j pLutJ 

This means: “The likeness of those who spend their wealth in the Way of 
Allah, is as the likeness of a grain (of corn); it grows seven ears, and each 
ear has a hundred grains. Allah gives manifold increase to whom He wills. 
And Allah is All-Sufficient for His creatures 1 needs, All-Knower.’ 9 
(2, Al-Baqarah: 261) 

There are many more verses that urge people to be generous. 

Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“Every day, servants (of Allah) get up at morn, two angels descend. One of 
them says: O Allah, give him more who spends (for the sake of Allah), and 
the other says: O Allah, bring destruction to one who withholds.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 
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Honesty 


• Honesty is the opposite of betrayal. It is to fulfill others' rights even 
if they were traitors. 

• The Prophet was known as The most Honest’ before revelation. It 
is also an attribute of all the messengers and the righteous bondmen 
of Allah, 

• Honesty in knowledge is to continue learning and be accurate in 
conveying it to people. 


"And give up miserliness as it was a cause of perishing those who lived 
before you. It drove them to shed each others' blood and breach each 
others' sanctity.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“He who believes in Allah and the Last Day, let him show hospitality to his 
guest.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 


He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“Two qualities are not in a Muslim; stinginess and bad manners.” 

(Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“What is most evil in a man are alarming niggardliness and unrestrained 
cowardice.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“No envy except in two: A man whom Allah has given property, 
empowering him to dispose of it (on what is right), and a man whom Allah 
has given wisdom by which he judges and teaches it.” 

(Reported by AI-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“Who among you considers the wealth of his heirs dearer to him than his 
own wealth?” They replied: O Allah's Messenger! There is none among us 
but loves his own wealth more. The Prophet said, “So his wealth is 

whatever he spends (in Allah Cause) during his life (on good deeds) 

while the wealth of his heirs is whatever he leaves after his death.” 

(Reported by Ai-Bukhari) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Protect yourselves from Hell-fire even though by giving half of a date in 
charity.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 
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• Honesty in treating people is to keep their secrets and to give them 
their complete rights without delay . 8 


8 Honesty: 

Allah says: 


(«A : f lyu») cbJi\ ijij3 u' ^ 


This means: “ Verily ! Allah commands that you should render back the 
trusts to those , fo whom they are due.” (4, AnNisa’: 58) 


Allah says: 


(Y V :<JLLTjl) 4 ^SjUC*! ^ I jj V Cjf 


This means: “O you who believe! Betray not Allah and His Messenger , nor 
betray knowingly your Amanat (things entrusted to you , and all the duties 
which Allah has ordained for you).” (8, Al-Anfal: 27) 


Allah says: 

jU-JM I4I4AJ o&iiij lU'uVj c) CA'J^ (Je> 


(V T :tJja>VI) IVjf* 


T/?/s means: “ Truly , We did offer Al-Amanah (the trust or moral 
responsibility or honesty and all the duties which Allah has ordained) to 
the heavens and the earth , and the mountains , but they declined to bear it 
and were afraid of it (i.e. afraid of Allah’s Torment). But man bore it. Verily , 
he was unjust (to himself) and ignorant (of its results). ” ( 33 , Al-Ahzah: 72) 


Allah says: 


This means: 


(©A :JUuTjn) uoj V 

“Certainly Allah likes not the treacherous.” (8, Al-Anfal: 58) 



Allah says: s 

(V A T :S jSufl) iCJJc- Uu 41! Vj Jul Alta I gVtkj 

77i/s means: “And conceal not the evidence (testimony) for he , who h/cfes 
it, surely his heart is sinful. And Allah is All-Knower of what you do. 
(2, AI Baqarah: 283) 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“AM of you are guardians and are responsible for your wards. The ruler is a 
quardian of his subjects and the man is a guardian of his family; the lady 
is a guardian and is responsible for her husband’s house and his 
offspring; and sc all of you are guardians and are responsible for you 
wards/ 3 (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 
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“Pay the deposit to him who deposited it with you, and do not betray him 
who betrayed you.” (Reported by Ad-Darqatni) 

The honesty of the prophets: 

Allah says: 


0 


V-M 


VI Jli a)’ 


This means: “ When their brother Nuh (Noah) said to them: "Will you not 
fear Allah and obey Him? I am a trustworthy Messenqer to vou ” 

(26, Ash-Shu'ara’: 106 - 107) 


Allah says: 


(Mo \ Y t d>*j ^ Vi Jli jjj 


This means: “ When their brother Hud said to them: Will you not fear Allah 
and obey Him? Verily! I am a trustworthy Messenger to vou. ” 

(26, Ash-Shu'ara’: 124 - 125) 


Allah says: 


(n a iljI jc^i) Co*-) e-aU ^ iij Jij ctfu-j 


This means: “I convey unto you the Messages of my Lord, and I am a 
trustworthy adviser (or well-wisher) for you.” (7, Al-A'raf: 68) 

Allah says; 


0 


tr - m r 


d>-j ^ is\ vi ju iij 


Th/s means: “When their brother Salih (Saleh) said to them: Will you not 
fear Allah and obey Him? I am a trustworthy Messenger to vou.” 

(26, Ash-Shu'ara ! : 142 - 143) 

Allah says: 



*»•*■») <0i4 Jh .cJn vi iji ^*jkf # jis ij> 


This means: ‘‘When their brother Lut (Lot) said to them: Will you not fear 
Allah and obey Him? Verily 1 1 am a trustworthy Messenger to you.” 

(26, iAs*S/?t/ cira . 161 * 162} 

Allah says: 


(IV A MV d-^j ^ c^} .<jj£u Vi «-u*-u. JtS jj) 

This means: “When Shu’ayb (Shuaib) said to them: "Will you not fear Allah 
(and obey Him)? I am a trustworthy Messenger to you. ”” 

(26, Ash-Shu ara ’: 177- 178) 

Allah says: 

LfcH*' Jjbij fSJ AIM II jC ijJl J ^ 


( ^ A - W :oUj!I) 

This means: “And indeed We tried before them Fir’awn's (Pharaoh) people, 
when there came to them a noble (trustworthy) Messenger [i.e. Musa 
(Moses)] Saying: "Restore to me the slaves of Allah (i.e. the Children of 
Israel). Verily ! I am to you a Messenger worthy of all trust. 

(44, Ad-Dukhan: 17-18) 

Honesty in knowledge: 



Humility 
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• Allah commanded us to be humble and prohibited us from haughtiness, 
by praising humble people and warning those who are proud. 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said to 'Ali (may Allah be pleased 
with him): 

“By Allah, if a single person is guided by Allah through you, it will be 
better for you than the red (valuable) camels.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Ascribing false things to me is not like ascribing false things to anyone 
else. Whosoever tells a lie against me intentionally, then surely let him 
occupy his seat in Hell-Fire.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 


Honesty in dealing with people: 

Allah says: 

This means: “ And conceal not the evidence (testimony) for he, who hides 
it, surely his heart is sinful . And Allah is All-Knower of what you do. " 

(2, Al-Baqarah: 283) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“That who deceives is not of us.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“That who misappropriates the right of a Muslim by taking a false oath, 
Allah will make the fire of Hell obligatory for him, and Paradise will be 
forbidden for him.” A man said to him: Messenger of Allah, even if it is 
something insignificant? He replied, “Yes, even if it is the twig of the Arak 
tree.” (Reported by An-Nasa’i and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Whoever takes the money of the people with the intention of repaying it, 
Allah will repay it on his behalf, and whoever takes it in order to spoil it, 
then Allah will spoil him.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Messenger of 
Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah, the Exalted, said: I will be the adversary of three persons on the 
Day of Judgment. One who makes a covenant in My name and then breaks 
it, one who sells a free man as a slave and devours his price, and one who 
hires a workman and having taken full work from him, denied him his 
wages.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 


9 Humilitv: 

Ailah says: 
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^ V IUjA (jiajil ( jlC' <j^uL4j IlLc- 


This means: “And the slaves of the Most Beneficent 
walk on the earth in humility. (25, Al-Furqan: 63) 

Allah says: 

(rv i'ij* & u^jVi ^ 


(Allah) are those who 

iiljj Lk ja (jia jVl ^ (jkaj Vjj* 


This means: “And walk not on the earth with conceit and arrogance. Verily, 
you can neither rend nor penetrate the earth, nor can you attain a stature 
like the mountains in height” (17, Al-lsra’: 37) 


Allah says: 


a * » ji J M S> - ^ i, j 

iji . jjiS (JUa«a J5 c-iau V /jl Lk j*a (jijVI ^ (jikj Vj j* Vj| 


This means: “And turn not your face away from men with pride, nor walk in 
insolence through the earth. Verily, Allah likes not each arrogant boaster. 
And be moderate (or show no insolence) in your walking, and lower your 
voice. Verily, the harshest of all voices is the voice (braying) of the ass. ” 
(31, Luqman: 18 - 19) 

Allah says: 


(A A : jajJI) \ <^kU> <jiaAaJ 


This means: “And lower your wings for the believers.” (15, Al-Hijr: 88) 

Allah says: 


(Af -.QSiAAiW} AjiaLaJlj fjUwS Vj Lyaji\ ^ l^lc- (jjlijj V (jjill lfrfck-i * 


This means: “That home of the Hereafter (i.e. Paradise), We shall assign to 
those who rebel not against the truth with pride and oppression in the land 
nor do mischief by committing crimes. And the good end is for the 
Muttaqun (pious). ” (28, Al-Qasas: 83) 


The Messenger of Allan (peace be upon him) said: 

“Wealth does not decrease by giving charity. Allah augments the honor of 
that who forgives, and that who behaves modestly Allah will exalt him in 
ranks.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“It is Allah's Law that He lowers whatever raises itself in the world.” 

(Reported by Ai-Bukhari) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“The most abhorrent and farthest to me among you will be the talkative, 
the Mutashaddiqun (those who utter words in a way that shows that they 
are eloquent) and the arrogant.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Verily, Allah has revealed to me that you should be humble. No one 
should transgress against one another, and no one should hold himself in 
high esteem.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 
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Justice 


• Obligatory justice is to give everyone his right, to take one's right, 
and to treat people equally. 

• The oppressed should triumph over injustice . 10 


“Now, shall I inform you about the inmates of Hell? Every ignoble, 
impertinent, and proud man.” (Reported by At-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“There are three types of persons to whom Allah will not speak in the Day 
of Resurrection nor will He purify them or look at them and they will have a 
painful punishment. They are: an aged man who commits fornication, a 
ruler who is a great liar, and an arrogant poor person.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah, the Exalted, says: Honor is My lower garment and Pride is My 
cloak. Whoever vies with Me in one of them, I shall torment him.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“A well-dressed man was walking proudly. He had combed his hair and he 
was walking majestically when Allah caused him to be swallowed up by 
the earth. Now he will continue to toss about in it till the Day of 
Resurrection.” (Reported by Ai-Bukhari and Muslim) 


10 


Justice: 


Allah says: 

This means: “Verily, Allah enjoins AT Adi (i.e. justice and worshipping 
none but Allah Alone - Islamic Monotheism) and Al-lhsan [i.e. to be patient 
in performing your duties to Allah, totally for Allah’s sake and in 
accordance with the Sunnah (legal ways) of the Prophet SAW in a perfect 
manner], and giving (help) to kith and kin.” (16, An-Nahl: 90) 

Allah says: 

(a A : p-LuilliJ '•{ Jidu ^ U|j ^ CsUCaVl l/->j Cj ^ u\? 

This means: “Verily! Allah commands that you should render back the 
trusts to those, to whom they are due; and that when you judge between 
men, you judge with justice.” (4, An-Nisa’: 58) 

Allah says: 

j\ 1 j 0*^1 ji fS— fci j* jJj £#* Ijfl 0^ fe 1 ’ ^ 

(> fo ipLuJll) fijbiu jl ^ 

This means: “O you who believe! Stand out firmly for justice, as witnesses 
to Allah, even though it be against yourselves , or your parents, or your kin, 



Mercy 
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• Mercy is to be compassionate and tender-hearted towards others. 


be he rich or poor, Allah is a Better Protector to both (than you). So follow 
not the lusts (of your hearts ), lest you may avoid justice .” (4, An-Nisa 135) 

Allah says: 


SrU — Si VI Vj KuAfl j 1 I _>Lal lj)s 

(A :Sj3U1I) (o^LjlS Lu <U1I 4 ] \J&\j in 


This means: “O you who believe! Stand out firmly for Allah and be just 
witnesses and let not the enmity and hatred of others make you avoid 
justice. Be just: that is nearer to piety f and fear Allah. Verily , Allah is 
Well-Acquainted with what you do.” (5, Al-Ma’idah: 8) 

Allah says: 



iJJ 6 b* jTj ijljfcii ^ 


This means: “ And when you speak f then be just , even if it should be to a 
near kinsman.” (6, Al-An'am : 152) 

Allah says: 




(* ^ U - * 1* iiliSjli 4-alla Aju jf 


This means: “ And indeed whosoever takes revenge after he has suffered 
wrong , for such there is no way (of blame) against them.” 

(42 r Ash-Shura: 41) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“O people, those who have gone before you were destroyed because If any 
one of high rank committed theft amongst them, they would spare him. If 
any one of low rank committed theft, they would inflict the prescribed 
penalty upon him. By Allah, if Fatimah, the daughter of Muhammad, were 
to steal, I would have her hand cut off.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Seven are (the persons) whom Allah would give protection with His shade 
on the Day when there would be no shade but that of Him (i.e. on the Day 
of Judgment, and they are): A just ruler, a youth who grew up worshipping 
Allah; a person whose heart is attached to mosques; two persons who 
love, meet and depart from each other for the Sake of Allah; a man whom a 
beautiful woman of high rank seduces (for illicit relation), but he (rejects 
this offer) saying: I fear Allah; a person who gives charity and conceals it 
(to such an extent) that the right hand does not know what the left has 
given: and a person who remembered Allah in privacy and his eyes shed 
tears.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Those who act justly will be seated upon pulpits of light in the presence 
of Allah. They will be those who do justice in their decisions, in matters 
relating to their families and in all that they undertake to do.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 
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• The Prophet (peace be upon him) was a model of mercy. 1 1 


^Mercv: 

Allah says: 


LjtaJwal j-aib jjLalU £yiil fjj 


This means: 'Then he became one of those who believed, and 
recommended one another to perseverance and patience, and (also) 
recommended one another to pity and compassion . They are those on the 
Right Hand (the dwellers of Paradise ).” (90, AI~Balad: 17 - 18) 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“The believers in their mutual kindness, compassion and sympathy are 
like the body. If one of the organs is afflicted, the whole body responds to 
it with wakefulness and fever.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah bestows His Mercy on the merciful among His slaves.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The Compassionate One (i.e., Allah) has mercy on those who are 
merciful. If you show mercy to those who are on the earth, He Who is in 
the heaven (i.e. Allah) will show mercy to you.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“That who does not show mercy to others will not be shown mercy.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Mercy is taken away only from him who is miserable.” 

(Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“A man was walking on his way when he became awfully thirsty. He found 
a well and he got down into the well and drank from it. Then, he went away. 
Suddenly, he saw a dog panting out of thirst. The man thought that the 
dog was extremely thirsty as he was. Therefore, he descended into the 
well. He filled up his scuff with water and held it in his mouth. He climbed 
up and quenched the thirst of the dog. Allah held his action in high esteem 
and forgave him. The Companions (may Allah be pleased with them) said: 
Shall we be rewarded for showing kindness to animals also? He said: A 
reward is given in connection with every living creature.” 
(Reported by A!-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“A woman was punished because of a cat which she had jailed until it died 
and hence she entered the Hell. She did not allow it to eat or drink as it 
was confined nor did she free it so that it might eat the insects of the 

earth.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 



Teach Yourself Islam 


Modesty 

• It is a kind of behavior which causes one to refrain from obscene 
words and deeds, as well as preventing oneself from not fulfilling 
the rights of others. 

• Modesty is part of faith and both call to the good and ward off evil. 

• A fair example is the Prophet (peace be upon him) who was more 
modest than the virgin in her room . 

• Modesty does not mean restraining oneself from speaking the truth, 
learning, commanding the right and prohibiting the wrong. 12 



“I stand up to lead the prayer with the intention of prolonging it. Then, I 
hear the cry of an infant and I shorten the prayer lest I should make it 
burdensome for his mother.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 


12 


Modesty: 


Allah says: 

* I ^ S ■ ' | - * > - £ , * a 3 ^ jl 

CJ — UjaII Uj o! ^ ^ (ja ijlaij Jflb 

( r ' “ ^ » : J^ 1 ) *1 V* J4& bi *j|l otej L«4-} Vj OfMJ® ‘ frua t J a i u 


This means: “Tell the believing men to lower their gaze (from looking at 
forbidden things ), and protect their private parts (from illegal sexual acts , 
etc,). That is purer for them. Verily , Allah is All-Aware of what they do. And 
tell the believing women to lower their gaze (from looking at forbidden 
things ), and protect their private parts (from illegal sexual acts , etc.) and 
not to show off their adornment except only that which is apparent (like 
palms of hands and faces , or outer dress like veil , gloves , head-cover , 
apron , etc.). ” (24, An-Nur: 30-31) 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Faith has sixty odd or seventy odd branches. The uppermost of all these 
is the Testimony of Faith: *La ilaha ilia Allah’ (there is no true god except 
Allah) while the least of them is the removal of harmful objects from the 
road. And modesty is a branch of faith.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Modesty does not bring anything except good.” (Reported by Muslim) 


Pardon 


Unit 4: Conduct 



• Pardon is to give up one’s right in money and retaliation. 


• Allah gives good tidings and praises those who pardon their fellow 
men. 13 


it was narrated: 

“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) was even more modest than 
a virgin behind her veil.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Ailah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Every one of my followers will be forgiven except those who display their 
wrong-doings in the open. 5 ’ (Reported by Ai-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) passed by a man of the Ansar who 
was admonishing his brother regarding modesty. The Messenger of Allah 
(peace be upon him) said: 

“Leave him alone, for modesty is a part of faith.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 
The Messenger of Ailah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Among the admonitions which have been survived after the previous 
prophets and conveyed to people is; If you are not modest, you may do 
whatever you like.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 


13 


Pardon: 


Allah says: 

(* * nXuaij /jaS 4, ij' ii A n < p# ja. J0 

This means: “The recompense for an evil is an evil like thereof but 
whoever forgives and makes reconciliation, his reward is due from Allah. ” 
(42, Ash-Shura: 40) 

Aiiah says: 

(M ^ u-iljfrSn) Cfi- Iji dkj itlL j-alj ii# 

This means: “ Show forgiveness, enjoin what is good, and turn away from 
the foolish (i.e. don’t punish them)." (7, Al-A'raf: 199) 

Allah says: 

(rrv Vj Lijil i jfc cj ij* 

This means: “ And to forego and give (her the full Mahr) is nearer to At- 
Taqwa (piety, righteousness). And do not forget liberality between 
yourselves.” (2, Al-Baqarah: 237) 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Wealth does not decrease by giving charity. Allah augments the honor of 
that who forgives, and that who behaves modestly Allah will exalt him in 
ranks.” (Reported by Muslim) 

'A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated: 
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Patience 

• Patience is to make the self endure what it suffers from, and to 
tolerate misfortune with contentment and admission without 
annoyance or complaint. Patience can be in enduring affliction, 
doing pious deeds, and warding off sins . 14 



“Whenever the Prophet (peace be upon him) was given a choice, he would 
choose the easier course as long as it was not a sin. Yet, if it was sinful, he 
would avoid it. Nor did he ever take revenge over anybody for his own 
sake. However, when Allah's legal bindings were outraged, he would take 
revenge for Allah's Sake.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 


The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) used to supplicate Allah saying: 

“O Allah! You are Most Forgiving and You love forgiveness, so forgive 
me.” (Reported by Ibn Majah) 


14 


Patience: 

Allah says: 

(T * . cf) fllaJ dll ijiSlj ijiwljj ijjjUaj U # 

This means: “You who believe ! Endure and be more patient (than your 
enemy), and guard your territory by stationing army units permanently at 
the places from where the enemy can attack you , and fear Allah, so that 
you may be successful (3, Al-' Imran: 200) 

Allah says: 

qa — !jl L-d)j 4JI LSI Ijlli 4jLi^a.a Ijj (jjjli • 

p °V~ y :5jAj1I) a I I ^ di—ljlj 

This means: “ But give glad tidings to As-Sabirun (the patient). Who , when 
afflicted with calamity, say: Truly! To Allah we belong and truly, to Him we 
shall return. They are those on whom are the Salawat (i.e. who are blessed 
and will be forgiven) from their Lord, and (they are those who) receive His 
Mercy, and it is they who are the guided ones. ” (2, Al-Baqarah: 155 - 157) 
Allah says: 


This means: “Only those who are patient shall receive their rewards in full, 
without reckoning. ” (39, Az-Zumar: 10) 


There are many other verses that urge people to be patient. 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“How excellent is the case of a faithful servant! There is good for him in 
everything and this is not the case with anyone except him. If prosperity 
attends him, he expresses gratitude to Allah and that is good for him; and 
if adversity befalls him. he endures it patiently and that is better for him.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 



Unit 4: Conduct 



• Patience is found when the Muslim continuously remembers that 
Allah's orders are effective, His judgment is just and His ordinance 
executable, whether the bondman be patient or not. 


• Being patient during times of affliction expiates evil deeds. 

• A Muslim wards off sin and harm by practicing patience and 
forgiveness. 

• Patience includes keeping secrets. 

Perfection (Ihsan) 

• One has to do his best in performing good deeds. 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“And endurance is a glow.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“He who refrains from begging, Allah safeguards him against want, and he 
who seeks sufficiency, Allah will keep him in a state of sufficiency, and he 
who shows patience, Allah will grant him power to be patient, and none is 
blessed with an endowment better and greater than patience.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“Anyone whom Allah intends good for him is made to suffer from some 
affliction.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah, the Glorious and Exalted, says: When I afflict my servant in his two 
dear things (i.e., his eyes), and he endures patiently, I shall compensate 
him for them with Paradise.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“A Muslim male or female continues to remain under trial with respect to 
his life, property, and offspring till he or she faces Allah, the Exalted, in a 
state in which all his or her sins have been expiated.” 

(Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“The greatness of reward is accompanied by the greatness of distress. If 
Allah, the Exalted, loves people, He afflicts them with trials. One who is 
content with that (trial), all the consent is for him, and one who is annoyed 
with it, all the wrath is for him.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 



Teach Yourself Islam 


• One has to do his best in acts of worship by fulfilling all the 
conditions, pillars and manners of each act. 


• One has to do his best in all dealings with parents, relatives, 
orphans, indigent people, wayfarers, and even animals. 

• One should do his best in performing work whether manual or 
professional. 15 


Preference 

• Preference is to prefer others over one's self. 


15 Perfection (Ihsan): 

Allah says; 


i ojjsl-j l 


c?3 ptjjjj JjjlJL j-Jj All) 



0* :JaJll) 

This means: " Verily , Allah enjoins Al-Adl (i.e. justice and worshipping 
none but Allah Alone - Islamic Monotheism) and Al-Ihsan [i.e. to be patient 
in performing your duties to Allah, totally for Allah's sake and in 
accordance with the Sunnah (legal ways) of the Prophet SAW in a perfect 
manner ], and giving (help) to kith and kin (i.e. all that Allah has ordered 
you to give them e.g., wealth , visiting , looking after them , or any other kind 
of help , etc.): and forbids Al-Fahsha' (i.e. all evil deeds , e.g . illegal sexual 
acts , disobedience of parents, polytheism , fo tel! lies , to give false witness , 
to kill a life without right , etc.), and Al-Munkar (i.e. all that is prohibited by 
Islamic /aw; polytheism of every kind, disbelief and every kind of evil 
deeds, etc.), and Al-Baghy (i.e. all kinds of oppression). He admonishes 
you, that you may take heed . " (16, An-Nahl: 90) 

Allah says: 



, a », or, 

:»JM) ijJtiuA-aJl uiau AAj) ,ji I Jj 


This means: “And do good. Truly, Allah loves A!-Muhsinun (the good- 
doers). ” (2, Al-Baqarah: 195) 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Verily Aiiah has prescribed perfection towards everything. So, if you 
slaughter, Set it be in the best manner. When you sacrifice (an animal), do it 
in a good way. Let one of you sharpen his knife and comfort his sacrificial 
animal (reduce its pain).” (Reported by Muslim) 



Unit 4: Conduct 


• Preference is a sign of true belief . 6 



Sincerity 


• Sincerity is deeds that are done purely for the sake of Allah without 
hypocrisy, seeking fame or praise of people. 

• Sincerity is obligatory for acceptability of faith, intention, worship, 
sayings, and deeds. 

• Sincerity and truthfulness are inseparable. 


16 


Preference: 

Aliah says: 

(<\ ; <8 Jjj &AJ jli jJj ^ 

This means: “And they give them (emigrants) preference over themselves, 
even though they were in need of that And whosoever is saved from his 
own covetousness , such are they who will be the successful.” (59, Al- 
Hashr: 9) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

"None amongst you is a truthful believer until he likes for his brother which he 
loves for himself.” (Reported by Ai-Bukhari and Muslim) 


17 


Sincerity: 


Allah says: 

(r ^ Vi - 

This means: “Surely, the religion (i.e. the worship and the obedience) is for 
Allah only.” (39, Az-Zumar: 3) 

Allah says: t . , , , , . . * . , 

0 ■ ; ^ C-alL. All] d cAI 

This means: “Say (O Muhammad SAW): "Verily, I am commanded to 
worship Allah (Alone) by obeying Him and doing religious deeds sincerely 
for Allah’s sake only and not to show off, and not to set up rivals with Him 
in worship."” (39, Az-Zumar: 11) 

Allah says: ^ _ tt . . 

t AJ lLali.V *011 JS* 

This means: “Say (O Muhammad SAW) "Allah Alone I worship by doing 
religious deeds sincerely for His sake only and not to show-off, and not to 
set up rivals with Him in worship/’” (39, Az-Zumar: 14) 

Aliah says: , ^ 

^ as'Sj sisyn \ jjjIj IjIwSjj fiiik ^ vi 

to 

V 


^') 




Trust 


Teach Yourself Islam 


• The believer should put all his trust in Allah. 

• True trust is through pursuing all required procedures. 

• The Muslim should depend on himself in work and earning money, 
and not to be dependent on others. 1 8 


This means: “And they were commanded not , but that they should worship 
Allah , and worship none but Him Alone (abstaining from ascribing 
partners to Him), and perform As-Salah (Iqamat-as-Salah) and give Zakah: 
and that is the right religion. ” (98, Al-Bayyinah: 5) 

Allah says: 


:^L«uVt) Vj p-lja* Ajjj V 4ili Uil 

This means: “We feed you seeking Allah's Countenance only. We wish for 
no reward, nor thanks from you." (76, Af-lnsan: 9) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The luckiest person who will have my intercession on the Day of 
Resurrection will be the one who said sincerely from the bottom of his 
heart: None has the right to be worshipped but Allah.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“He who is consulted should be trustworthy.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 


18 Trust: 
Allah says: 


0 r : C*^') jSjliia kill ja VJ 4JJ V kilt I 

This means: “Allah! La ilaha ilia Huwa (none has the right to be 
worshipped but He), and in Allah (Alone), therefore, let the believers put 
their trust ” (64, At-Taghabun: 13) 

Allah says: 


^ f * S o o 

This means: "Verily! The decision rests only with Allah. In him, I put my 
trust and let all those that trust, put their trust in Him.” (12, Yusuf: 67) 

Allah says: 


jixLjij f L-flC-ti t_iiilt Jajlc UaS Cu£ jlj Ail) (ja krtkj LaaSil 

0 0 ^ JT) 0\ ^ {J& cIa^ Ijla jj$\ ^ 


This means: “And by the Mercy of Allah, you dealt with them gently. And 
had you been severe and harsh-hearted, they would have broken away 
from about you ; so pass over (their faults), and ask (Allah's) Forgiveness 



Truthfulness 


Unit 4: Conduct 



• Truthfulness is that one’s sayings conform with reality. 

• Truthfulness with oneself is to have true belief and intention. 

• In truthfulness, there is comfort of conscience and tranquility, 

• Truthfulness blesses one’s earnings and augments charity. 


for them; and consult them in the affairs . Then when you have taken a 
decision , put your trust in Allah , certainly , Allah loves those who put their 
trust (in Him).” (3, Al-lmran: 159) 

Allah says: 

(^ Y ^ ljj jA j CASjj jA V) 4— I) V 4^ JSi IjIjj 

This means: “But if they turn away , say (O Muhammad SAW): “Allah is 
sufficient for me. La ilaha ilia Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped 
but He), in Him I put my trust and He is the Lord of the Mighty Throne” 
(9, At-Tawbah: 129) 

Allah says: 

(r :<pua) {*2 jkjij <>j> 


This means: “And whosoever puts his trust in Allah , then He will suffice 
him.” (65, At-Talaq: 3) 

There are other verses that urge Muslims to put their trust in Allah. 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“If you all pin your trust in Allah with due reliance, He will certainly give 
you provision as He supplies provisions to birds who get up hungry in the 
morning and return with full belly at dusk.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said about the seventy thousands 
who shall enter Paradise without being taken to account and torment: 

“They are those who do not pronounce (non-lslamic) Ruqyah on others, 
nor seek Ruqyah to be pronounced to them (as a means for protection 
from evils) nor believe in evil omens, but trust in their Lord.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“When a man goes out of his house and utters: ‘In the Name of Allah; I trust in 
Allah; there is no might and no power (to resist evil) but in Allah’, the following 
(words) will be said to him at that time: ‘You are guided, defended and 
protected.’ And the devil will go far away from him.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 


Teach Yourself Islam 



• Lying is a sign of hypocrisy. 1 9 


B: Evil characters 


They are the opposite of all virtues mentioned above, in addition to the 
following: 


19 Truthfulness: 

Allah says: 


(' ^ ^ 4JJI Igjl Lj j* 


This means: “O you who believe! Be afraid of Allah, and be with those who 
are true (in words and deeds ).” ( 9 , At-Tawbah: 119) 

Allah says: 




This means: “And he (Muhammad SAW) who has brought the truth (this 
Qur'an and Islamic Monotheism) and (those who) believed therein (i.e. the 
true believers of Islamic Monotheism ), those are Al- Muttaqun (the pious 
and righteous persons)/ 7 (39, Az-Zumar: 33) 

Allah says: 


pf 0 i j j ^ ^ __ ft . it t if 

Uj jklL AuaJ ^ Ault AlJt IjilAli- U lj£.lua JUj <>] 


(Y r :U>VI) 

This means: “Among the believers are men who have been true to their 
covenant with Allah [i.e. they have gone out for Jihad (holy fighting), and 
showed not their backs to the disbelievers], of them some have fulfilled 
their obligations (i.e. have been martyred), and some of them are stilt 
waiting, but they have never changed [i.e. they never proved treacherous 
to their covenant which they concluded with Allah] in the least/ 7 
(33, Al-Ahzab: 23) 


The Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Truth leads to piety, and piety leads to Paradise. A man persists in telling 
the truth till he is enrolled with Allah as a truthful man. Falsehood leads to 
vice, and vice leads to the Fire (Hell). A person goes on telling lies till he is 
recorded to be a liar (in the Sight of) Allah.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Should not I inform you of the most grievous of the grave sins?” (The 
Prophet) repeated it three times, and then said: Associating anyone with 
Allah, and disobedience to parents. The Prophet (peace be upon hind was 
reclining, then he sat up and said, "And false testimony, or false 
utterance”, and repeated it so many times that we wished that he should 
become silent.” (Reported by Ai-Bukhari and Muslim) 



Backbiting 
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• Backbiting is to mention your fellowman in his absence with what 
he deplores, whether expressly, insinuatingly or by gesture even if 
what is said happens to be true. 

• Backbiting is remedied by being pious due to fear of Allah, and 
being occupied with overcoming the defects and evils within 
oneself. 

• Backbiting is permissible only to raise a complaint, change 
something prohibited, give a warning, or for consultation. 

• Negative suspicions are also considered a kind of backbiting but are 
perpetrated by the heart . 20 


20 


Backbiting: 

Aiiah says: , a # , 

(\ Y :d\ j^i) JA o' vAi' ^ Vj. 

This means: “Neither backbite one another. Would one of you like to eat 
the flesh of his dead brother? You would hate it (so hate backbiting). 

(49 f Al-Hujurat: 12) 


Aiiah says: t o 


This means ; “And those who annoy believing men and women 
undeservedly , bear on themselves the crime of slander and plain sin. 
(33, Al-Ahzab: 58) 


Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“The blood, honor, and property of a Muslim are forbidden for all 

Muslims.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Messenger of Aiiah (peace be upon him) said: 

“That who has done a wrong affecting his brother's honor or anything else 
must ask his forgiveness for it today before he will have neither dinar nor 
dirham. If he has done some good deeds, an amount equal to his 
wrongdoing will be deducted from them. But if he has not done good 
deeds, he will be burdened with the evil deeds of the one he wronged in 
the same proportion.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“O community of people, who believed by their tongue, but belief did not 
enter their hearts, do not backbite Muslims, and do not search for their 
faults, for if anyone searches for their faults, Allah will search for his fault, 




Envy 
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• Envy is not only to hate the good for others, but also to wish it to be 
gone from them. One may even strive for that purpose. 

• Al-Ghibtah is to wish to have others’ achievements in knowledge, 
wealth, or good conditions without wishing them to be gone from 
them. 

• Envy, but not Al-Ghibtah, is a mischief in religion because it infers 
that one is displeased with the ordainments of Allah. It is also a 
mischief in this worldly life because it promotes grief, affliction, the 
feelings of depravity and hatred among people . 21 


and if Allah searches for the fault of anyone, He disgraces him in his 
house.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The creditor has the right to demand.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Delay in payment on the part of one who possesses means makes it 
lawful to dishonor and punish him.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

Ibn Al-Mubarak said that "dishonor" means that he may be spoken to roughly 
and "punish" means he may be imprisoned for it. 


21 


Envy: 


Allah says: 

(o £ ipLuoJi) t- 4 4JUI ^ALii U (Jj ^ 

This means: “ Or do they envy men (Muhammad SAW and his followers) for 
what Allah has given them of His Bounty ?” (4, An-Nisa’: 54) 

Allah says: 

^ f * 'It' *> * * * - * > 

() T ♦ Jl) Ajlum ;j|j fS* 

This means: “If a good befalls you , it grieves them f but if some evil 
overtakes you, they rejoice at it." (3, Al-'lmran: 120) 

Allah says: 

( ' * ^ jM) 4 ^ $ “^ ^ LM* f&jjjj jJ ujUsii JaI j jM jj) 

This means: “ Many of the people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians) 
wish that if they could turn you away as disbelievers after you have 
believed , out of envy from their ownselves.” (2, Al-Baqarah: 109) 

Allah says: 
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Idleness and Helplessness 


• Idleness and helplessness are two forms of behavior that were 
condemned by the Prophet (peace be upon him). 

• Among the signs of helplessness and idleness is becoming lazy to 
perform prayers, leaving useful deeds and spending time in 
playfulness and nonsense, and lagging behind in offering charity . 22 


i k* Jj— a U»ijj SUaJl u«jt' a iXuji 


(rr :<J>j») 

Th/s means: “Is it they who would portion out the Mercy of your Lord? ft is 
We Who portion out between them their livelihood in this world , and We 
raised some of them above others in ranks. ” (43, Az-Zukhruf: 32) 

Allah says: 


This means: “And from the evil of the envier when he envies. " 
(113, Al-Falaq: 5) 


Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“Neither nurse mutual hatred, nor jealousy, nor enmity and be fellow 
brothers, servants of Allah. It is not lawful for a Muslim to keep his 
relations estranged with his brother beyond three days. h 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Beware of envy because it consumes the virtues just as fire consumes 
fuel.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“No envy except in two: A man whom Allah has given property, 
empowering him to dispose of it (on what is right), and a man whom Allah 
has given wisdom by which he judges and teaches it.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

22 Idleness and helplessness: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“A strong believer is better and dearer to Allah than a weak one, and there 
is good in both. Cherish that which gives you benefit (in the Hereafter). 
Seek help from Allah and do not feel disabled. If anything (in the form of 
trouble) comes to you, do not say: If I had done so and so, it would have 
happened so and so. But say: Allah so determined and He executed what 
He had ordained. The word ‘if’ opens the gates for Satan.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) supplicated: 
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Mockery 


• Mockery is to ridicule and degrade others by mentioning their 
defects and deficiencies . 23 

Obscenity 

• This means to speak indecently as an insult, habit, or because of bad 
upbringing . 24 


“Allah, I seek refuge in You from incapacity, from indolence, from 
cowardice, from senility, and from miserliness, and I seek Your protection 
from the torment of the grave and the trials of life and death.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

In another narration, he said: 

“...And from the burden of indebtedness and oppression.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 


23 Mockery: 

Aliah says: 



if l# «• 




This means: “O you who believe! Let not a group scoff at another group, it 
may be that the latter are better than the former; nor let fsomej women 
scoff at other women , it may be that the latter are better than the former , 
nor defame one another, nor insult one another by nicknames (49, Al- 
Hujurat: 11) 


24 Obscenity: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah hates obscenity.” (Reported by Abu Dawud). 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“A believing person is not that one accustomed to slander, calling curses 
down, or using obscene language or indecent manners.” 

(Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“When two persons abuse each other, the first one will be the sinner as 
long as the oppressed does not exceed the limits.” (Reported by Muslim) 

Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“Abusing a Muslim is an act of wickedness, and fighting against him is an 
act of disbelief.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 




Unit 4: Conduct 


Ostentation 

• Ostentation is to seek a position in the view of people, by showing 
off one’s good qualities. 

• Ostentation is hypocrisy, and is a kind of disbelief 

• Performing deeds in secret rescues the self from showing off, 
especially acts not commanded by the Lawgiver to be apparent, 
unless publicity of the act serves a legitimate public interest . 25 

Talebearing 

• It is to inform a person of the insulting words that were said about 
him by another, so as to sever their relation. 



Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“And if a man abuses and shames you for something which he finds in 
you, then do not shame him for something which you find in him; he will 
bear the evil consequences for it.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 


Ostentation: 

Allah says: 

(V - i 0^1 Cf- ^ Qjlil -0* 




This means: "So woe unto those performers of Salah (prayers) 

( hypocrites ), Who delay their Salah (prayer) from their stated fixed times , 
Those who do good deeds only to be seen (of men), And refuse (to give) 
Al-Ma'un (small kindnesses e.g. salt , sugar , water , etc.).” 

(107, Al-Ma un: 4-7) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“if anyone wants to have his deeds widely publicized, Allah will publicize 
(his humiliation). And if anyone makes a hypocritical display (of his 
deeds), Allah will make a display of him.” 

(Reported by Ai-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) also said: 

“Allah will bring forth the severest Hour, and then all the believers, men 
and women, will prostrate themselves before Him, but there will remain 
those who used to prostrate in the world for showing off and for gaining 
good reputation. Such people will try to prostrate (on the Day of 
Judgment) but their backs will be as stiff as if they are one bone (a single 
vertebra).” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 
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• Talebearing is worse than backbiting because it spreads hatred and 
cuts off blood relations. 


• Talebearing is only permissible to ward off evil, or as a warning for 
the sake of some legitimate public interest. 

• A talebearer is a corrupt person who is not permitted to give 
witness . 26 

Vanity and arrogance 

• Vanity is pride and haughtiness because of self admiration , so it 
leads to self-conceit. It afflicts a person when he deceives himself 
concerning his positive attributes. Among the forms of vanity are 
being proud of one’s physical appearance, one’s genealogy, one’s 
kinship, one’s wealth, and one’s knowledge and opinion. 


26 


Talebearing: 

Allah says: 

(^ T — ^ * :^Ia21) Jjc- . Sjjla jjil! ^ j**‘u fUi 'La JS Vj 


% > 


This means: “And obey not everyone who swears much , and is considered 
worthless, A slanderer, going about with calumnies , Hinderer of the good, 
transgressor, sinful, Cruel, after all that base-born (of illegitimate birth).” 
(68, Al-Qalam: 10 - 13) 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“A talebearer will not enter Paradise (unless he is punished for his evil 
deeds).” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) passed by two graves and said: 

“Both of them (persons buried in the grave) are being tortured, but not 
tortured for (something) great. This one used to get with calumnies, and 
the other one did not save himself from being polluted with his urine.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 


27 Vanity and arrogance: 

Allah says: 


(Y o :Ajj^) lUlwj (jij ^ ^Irvc-i 3l (joix 


This means: “And on the Day of Hunayn (battle) when you rejoiced at your 
great number but it availed you naught. ” (9, At-Tawbah: 25) 

Allah says: 
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4-2 Manners 


• Manners are exercising one's self through education and training to 
behave properly, i.e. practical behavior. 

Proper manners towards Allah 


• Remember, praise, glorify, and thank Allah at all times. 


• Be modest in front of Allah; obey and worship Him with sincerity 
in the way He ordained. 


j— fc j Alll <ji Ijjj Sjfi ll« luil qa i ^l\ jjxj (jb ' Jj jVu » li jIc- Uli) 

(1 o ^ \a 

This means: “As for 'Ad, they were arrogant in the iand without right, and 
they said: ’Who is mightier than us in strength ?” See they not that Aiiah, 
Who created them was mightier in strength than them." (41, Fuss Hat: 15) 

Allah says: 

\ aj fjtfjij Uj ui u^ajid jii yj jjii uLj Uj) 

(VO - Ti :Luj) 

This means: “ And We did not send a warner to a township, but those who 
were given the worldly wealth and luxuries among them said: "We believe 
not in the (Message) with which you have been sent. And they say: "We 
are more in wealth and in children, and we are not going to be punished. 
(34, Saba’: 34 - 35) 

Allah says: 

(A : jLti) O* (^**4*!J £ja Alii ILa AIaC p-^uj AJ 

This means: “Is he, then, to whom the evil of his deeds made fair-seeming , 
so that he considers it as good (equal to one who is rightly guided)? 
Verily, Allah sends astray whom He wills, and guides whom He wills.” 
(35, Fatir: 8) 

Allah says: 

(Yt t :S jiill) fSASii* ijilali V ijid 0^1 ^ tjf 

This means: “You who believe! Do not render in vain your Sadaqah 
(charity) by reminders of your generosity or by injury.” (2, Al-Baqarah: 264) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“But when you see niggardliness being obeyed, passion being followed, 
worldly interests being preferred, everyone being charmed with his own 
opinion, then care for yourself.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 
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• Fear Allah and His punishment. 


• Retain hope of Allah’s Mercy. 


• Strive for His mercy by supplication and good deeds. 


28 


28 Proper manners towards Allah: 

Allah says: 

or 




This means: “ Therefore remember Me (by praying , glorifying ), I wiil 
remember you, and be grateful to Me (for My countless Favors on you) and 
never be ungrateful to Me.” (2, Al-Baqarah: 152) 

Allah says; 





This means: “O you who believe! Remember Allah with much 

remembrance. And glorify His Praises morning and afternoon [the early 
morning (Fajr) and Asr prayers].” (33, Al-Ahzab: 41 - 42) 

Allah says: 


,u> 


A 'Lujj \ jp* Ijiill j I jjuialj I \ U < 11 \ I 


(U ;^1) 


This means: “So keep your duty to Allah and fear Him as much as you can; 
listen and obey; and spend in charity, that is better for yourselves. And 
whosoever is saved from his own covetousness, then they are the 
successful ones. ” (64, At-Taghabun: 16) 

Allah says: 


poj ' m( Ji Jlj (j]a (Jail jlc ^Ijtj JfS AAlUajj 


This means: “While another party was thinking about themselves (as how 
to save their ownselves, ignoring the others and the Prophet SAW) and 
thought wrongly of Allah - the thought of ignorance.” (3, Al-' Imran: 154) 

Allah says: 


j-Jb 4j| AlH AjQk ^ V ( jlc- 1 Lj jSj 


(*r :>0») 


This means: “Say: "O ' ibadi (My staves) who have transgressed against 
themselves (by committing evil deeds and sins)! Despair not of the Mercy 
of Allah, verily Allah forgives all sins. Truly, He is Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful. (39, Az-Zumar: 53) 

Allah says: 

to Si - - ^ Pa y St 5 P o ^ ^ ^ S> y & 

UjUb b SI — SjJt jjjjjj OjHi p(yM J£ CjjUmJ 

( ^ o 1 :tJl jC-Vl) 
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• Never swear by other than Allah and His Names. 


• Never lie in swearing (making an oath). Making an oath 
unintentionally is not punishable. 

• If someone swears deliberately to do something then he violates his 
oath, he must expiate, unless the oath was to do an evil act or to 
ignore a good one. There is also an exception for the one who said 
"In Sha’a Allah" (if Allah wills), depending on his intention. 

• The expiation of the oath is to feed or clothe ten indigent people, 
manumit a slave, or fast three days, according to this order. 


This means: “And My Mercy embraces alt things. That (Mercy) I shall 
ordain for those who are the Muttaqun (pious) and give Zakah ; and those 
who believe in Our Ayat ( proofs , evidences, verses, lessons, signs and 
revelations, etc.).” (7, Al-A raf: 156) 


29 Swearing by Allah: 

Allah says: 


f , f i * jj. , s -j j-ft. 

£ja laj jillu 

&1*. l3{ A Sjl iS. d — 13 .Aaa a! jjjaJ i jt jj j 'La 


/ a - * 


(A S :U 3 la 1 \) A jjjiiS <031 C&i ^ 


This means: “Allah will not punish you for what is unintentional in your 
oaths, but He will punish you for your deliberate oaths; for its expiation (a 
deliberate oath) feed ten Masakin (poor persons), on a scale of the average 
of that with which you feed your own families; or clothe them; or manumit 
a slave. But whosoever cannot afford (that), then he should fast for three 
days. That is the expiation for the oaths when you have sworn , And protect 
your oaths (i.e. do not swear much). Thus Allah make clear to you His Ayat 
( proofs , evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) that you may 
be grateful (5, Al-Ma’idah: 89) 

Allah says: 


* j- f * J- hj j» c i a ^ ^ s a ^ f j > 

jxlib Alii V - AlJI j p j Ij&wj ijjfi "ijP 

Y © — Y Y f jjac- aIsIj <,.uoi$ Lu j ^ 


This means: “And make not Allah's (Name) an excuse in your oaths 
against your doing good and acting piously, and making peace among 
mankind. And Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower (i.e. do not swear much and if 
you have sworn against doing something good then give an expiation for 
the oath and do good). Allah will not call you to account for that which is 
unintentional in your oaths, but He will call you to account for that which 




Teach Yourself Islam 


• A vow is permissible for Allah Only. The one who vows must 
fulfill the vow whether in absolute or conditional terms, unless he 
vowed concerning a sinful act or vowed about something he does 
not own. 



your hearts have earned. And Allah Is Oft-Forgiving , Most-Forbearing. ” 
(2, Al-Baqarah: 224 - 225) 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Whoever finds it necessary to take an oath should either take it in the 
Name of Allah or keep silent.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“And swear by Allah Only, and swear by Allah Only when you are speaking 
the truth.” (Reported by Abu Dawud and An-Nasa’i) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“He who swears by anyone but Allah is polytheist.” (Reported by At- 
Tirmidhi) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“He who swears an oath in which he tells a lie to take the property of a 
Muslim by unfair means will meet Allah while He is angry with him.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 


30 Vow: 

Allah says: 


(V :£L*j*sfi) (jLS uA« 


This means: “ They (are those who) fulfill (their) vows , and they fear a Day 
whose evil will be wide-spreading . " (76, Al-lnsan: 7) 

Allah says: 


j A. M <jj Alii ^i‘ilw'% JSj Aftj (JLajVI t )3j All! A^JU 


This means: " And fulfill the Covenant of Allah (Bay'ah: pledge for Islam) 
when you have covenanted , and break not the oaths after you have 
confirmed them , and indeed you have appointed Allah your surety. Verily ! 
Allah knows what you do.” (16, An-Nahl: 91) 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Whoever vows that he will obey Allah should obey Him. But he who vows 
that he will disobey Allah should not do so.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“No vow must be taken to do an act of disobedience, and the expiation for 
it is the same as for an oath.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The expiation of the (breach of) a vow is the same as that of the (breach 
of an oath).” (Reported by Muslim) 

Ibn 'Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 
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Proper manners towards the Glorious Qur'an 


• Know the value of the Qur’an as being the Word and Law of Allah 
sent for the good of His bondmen in this worldly life and their 
success in the Hereafter. 

• Be keen to recite and finish it recurrently. 

• Recite in the best state of purification and respect with the face 
towards the Qiblah. 

• Be conscious of Allah, the Almighty, and seek refuge in Him from 
the accursed Satan. 

• Submit to, concentrate, and understand what is recited. 

• Recite secretly if one fears showing off or causing confusion to 
others' recitation. 

• Prostrate when one comes across an Ayah of prostration. 

• Learn the rules of correct recitation (Tajwid) that is, to utter every 

letter correctly without exaggeration or artificiality. This recitation 

1 1 

should be taught by well-trained readers. 


“The Prophet forbade vowing and said: It (vowing) does not prevent 
anything, but it makes a miser spend his property.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

31 Proper manners towards the Glorious Qur’an: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Recite the Holy Qur'an, because on the Day of Resurrection it will come 
as an intercessor for its reciters.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“The best of you is that who learns the Holy Qur'an and teaches it.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“He who recites the Qur'an in a period less than three days does not 
understand it.” (Reported by Ahmad) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 
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Proper manners towards the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) 

• Obey, love and revere the Prophet (peace be upon him), 

• Follow his footsteps by reviving his tradition and methodology. 

• When he is mentioned, exalt his name and pray for benediction on 
him, that is done by saying: “Salla Allahu ' Alayhi Wa Sallam” (i.e. 
Prayers and peace be upon him) 

• Lower one’s voice in his mosque and at his tomb, 32 


“Beautify the Qur'an with your voices.” 

(Reported by An-Nasa'i and Abu Dawud) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“He who does not chant the Qur'an is not one of us.” 

(Reported by Ai-Bukhari) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah does not listen (so attentively) to anything as He listens to (the 
recitation of the Holy Qur'an by) the Prophet who had a melodious and 
audible voice, who chanted the Qur'an.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“One who recites the Qur'an in a loud voice is like one who gives charity 
openly.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 


" yZ Proper manners towards the Prophet (peace be upon him): 

Allah says: 



J»&t) 4 dll (JS dll j <jl£ J&) 


This means: “indeed in the Messenger of Ailah (Muhammad SAW) you 
have a good example to follow for him who hopes in (the Meeting with) 
Allah and the Last Day.” (33, Al-Ahzab: 21) 

Allah says: 


(V : It) Ajjc. Caj djlaJi Uaj] 


This means: “And whatsoever the Messenger (Muhammad SAW) gives 
you , take it, and whatsoever he forbids you, abstain (from it).” 

(59, Al-Hashr: 7) 

Allah says: 


(r ^ j]) diij dii dll pjjs o! 



This means: “Say (O Muhammad SAW to mankind): If you (really) love 
Allah then follow me (i.e. accept Islamic Monotheism , follow the Qur’an 
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Manners concerning knowledge and scholars 

• Learning is an individual obligation on every Muslim, male or 
female. 


• Obligatory learning includes the basics of faith, acts of worship, 
Islamic teachings, and way of life. 

• All useful knowledge is a communal obligation on the whole 
Muslim society, with every group specializing in a subject. 

• Every Muslim should learn the perfection of his job in order not to 
depend on others and save the whole nation from dependency A' 


and the Sunnah), Allah will love you and forgive you of your sins. And 
Allah is Oft-Forgiving , Most Merciful (3, Al-' Imran: 31) 


Allah says: 


i iySual ^ (^-^1 (jr^ jjj. 


This means: “Allah sends His Salah ( Graces , Honors , Blessings, Mercy , 
etc.) on the Prophet (Muhammad SAW) and also His angels too (ask Allah 
to bless and forgive him). O you who believe! Send your Salah on (ask 
Allah to bless) him (Muhammad SAW), and (you should) greet (salute) him 
with the Islamic way of greeting (salutation i.e. As-Salamu Alaykum).” 
(33, Al-Ahzab: 56) 


Allah says: 

iafr j— S jiius ,_s jAjI! All! a! (JjaII Q\p 

(T : 


This means: “Verily! Those who lower their voices in the presence of 
Allah's Messenger (SAW), they are the ones whose hearts Allah has tested 
for piety. For them is forgiveness and a great reward.” (49, Al-Hujurat: 3) 


33 Learning: 

Allah says: 




U <&jj IjSl .Jib 


( jLuJV t jii • 

(o - ^ : jkl)) 


This means: “Read! In the Name of your Lord, Who has created (all that 
exists), Has created man from a clot (a clinging mass, a piece of thick 
coagulated blood). Read! And your Lord is the Most Generous, Who has 



• To venerate sincere scholars is a part of the Islamic manners . 34 


taught fthe writing) by the pen [the first person to write was Prophet Idrees 
(Enoch)]. Has taught man that which he knew not ” (96, AI-'Alaq: 1 - 5) 

Allah says: 


(it :J Cuj^u v ^ u) jkiil j*i ijL.il *^j ^ vUj vj ara <> uL/j Ujj 


This means: “ And We sent not (as Our Messengers) before you (O 
Muhammad SAW) any but men, whom We inspired, (to preach and invite 
mankind to believe in the Oneness of Allah). So ask of those who know the 
Scripture [learned men of the Tawrah (Torah) and the Injeel (Gospel)l if 
you know not. ” (16, An-Nahl: 43) H 

Allah says: 


UJJ* 1 — '! '>-*■> J JS {JA Jflu VjISf 


0 tY 

This means: “Of every troop of them, a party only should go forth, that 
they (who are left behind) may get instructions in (Islamic) religion, and 
that they may warn their people when they return to them, so that they may 
beware (of evil). ” (9, At-Tawbah: 122) 

Allah says: 


O'* :^) gA) Lj iT* 

This means: “And say: My Lord! Increase me in knowledqe. Tf 
(20, Taha: 114) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“if someone treads a path in search of knowledge, Allah will make easy for 
him the path leading to Paradise.” (Reported by Muslim) 

Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“If one goes forth in search of knowledge, his endeavors will be regarded 
like setting out to fight in the cause of Allah until he returns home ” 

(Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“The world is accursed and what it contains is accursed too, except 
remembrance of Allah and what He loves, a learned man, or a learner ” 

(Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“When Allah wishes good for anyone, He instructs him in the 
understanding of religion.” (Reported by A!-Bukhari and Muslim) 

34 The grace of scholars: 

Allah says: 




3 * i 


This means “Allah will exalt in degree those of you who believe, 
who have been granted knowledge . " (58, Al-Mujadalah: 11) 

Allah savs: 


will 

and those 
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Proper manners towards one's self 

• Have a sincere intention for every individual act . 35 


36 

• Question oneself for every idea, saying, or act / 1 


(YA : jkli) £y* AiJI L«uf$ 

This means: “It is oniy those who have knowledge among His slaves that 
fear Allah. ” (35, Fatir: 28) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The superiority of the learned man over the devout is like that of the 
moon, on the night when it is full, over the rest of the stars.” 

(Reported by Abu Dawud) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The inhabitants of the heavens and the earth, and the fish in the deep 
waters will ask forgiveness for the learned man.” (Reported by Ibn Majah) 

35 Proper manners towards one’s self: 

True intention: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Verily (the value of) deeds depends on the intentions behind them. For 
every person (there is in store for him) what he intended. The one whose 
migration is for the sake of Allah and His Messenger, his migration is in 
fact for Allah and His Messenger; and the one whose migration is for the 
worldly (ends), he will attain that; and the one who migrates for the sake of 
a woman to marry her, his migration is for the aim he has in his mind.” 
(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) also said: 

“Who seeks martyrdom with sincerity shall get its reward, though he may 
not achieve it.” (Reported by Muslim) 


36 Reckoning one’s self: 

Allah says: 

^ - j * - e - 

(W - {UCwT.1 lJS. .UtSj jdsi 


This means: “ indeed he succeeds who purifies his ownseif (i.e. obeys and 
performs all that Allah ordered, by following the true Faith of Islamic 
Monotheism and by doing righteous good deeds). And indeed he fails who 
corrupts his ownseif (i.e. disobeys what Allah has ordered by rejecting the 
true Faith of Islamic Monotheism or by following polytheism, etc . or by 
doing every kind of evil wicked deeds)/' (91, Ash-Shams: 9 - 10) 

Allah says: 


f Li- i ^ -t - * * *> p * 't, 

A : Uu jjji. 4± l\ y 4U1 Ij&Sj CwiS Ca IjjJu. jlaialj Ail) Ij&i \j!a\ Lj| 
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• Hasten to repentance for any sin or shortcoming . 37 


This means: “G you who believe! Fear Allah and keep your duty to Him . 
And let every person look to what he has sent forth for the morrow , and 
fear Allah. Verily, Allah is All-Aware of what you do.” (59, Al-Hashr: 18) 

Ailah says: 





This means: “But as for him who feared standing before his Lord, and 
restrained himself from impure evil desires, and lusts. Verily, Paradise will 
be his abode. ” (79, An-Nazi'at: 40 - 41) 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“A wise man is that who calls himself to account (and refrains from doing 
evil deeds) and does noble deeds to be of benefit to him after death.” 

(Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Every person begins the morning ready to strike a bargain with his soul; 
he either ransoms it or puts it into perdition.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: 

It is to worship Allah as if you were seeing him, and even if you do not 
see him, he certainly sees you.” (Reported by Ai-Bukhari and Muslim) 


37 Repentance: 

Allah savs: 


u— f Jill c'J UjlaJ Ajj j Alll JJ Ijjjj Ijla] 

(A :^j^JI) <jt4& 


This means: “O you who believe! Turn to Allah with sincere repentance! it 
may be that your Lord will remit from you your sins, and admit you into 
Gardens under which rivers flow (Paradise). ” (66, At-Tahrim: 8) 

Allah says: 



-J^) tfei Uu.al 4J1\ 1 JJJJJ 


This means: “And all of you beg Allah to forgive you all, O believers, that 
you may be successful . ” (24, An-Nur: 31) 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“O people! Repent to Allah and beg pardon of Him. I turn penitently 
towards Him a hundred times a day.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah, the Exalted, stretches out His Hand at night so that one who 
committed evil during the daytime may repent and stretches out His Hand 
in the daytime so that one who committed evil during the night may repent. 
(This continues) until the sun rises in the west.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“That who repents before the sun rises in the west, Allah will forgive him.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 
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Proper manners towards one's parents 


• Obey and respect them, especially in old age. 

• Honor and show the fairest companionship to them even if they are 
unbelievers. 

• Execute their will and respect their friends. 

• Being obedient to parents is better than Jihad and Hijrah (emigration). 

• Hurting and being ungrateful to parents lead to Hell. 

38 

• Honoring one's mother takes precedence over honoring one’s father. 


38 Proper manners towards the parents: 

Allah says: 

Vj lit i ^ ji LJbjkf 'J 0 ty tsuAj vi '4 j 


77?/s means: "And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him. 
And that you be dutiful to your parents, if one of them or both of them 
attain old age in your life , say not to them a word of disrespect , nor shout 
at them but address them in terms of honor. And lower unto them the wing 
of submission and humility through mercy , and say: "My Lord! Bestow on 
them Your Mercy as they did bring me up when I was young."” 
(17, Al-lsra’: 23 - 24) 


Allah says: 

it ^_J| dLifljSj jSlil J C&fe if* ^ jtujyt 

(^ i : jlaij) 


This means: "And We have enjoined on man (to be dutiful and good) to his 
parents. His mother bore him in weakness and hardship - upon weakness 
and hardship , and his weaning is in two years give thanks to Me and to 
your parents , unto Me is the final destination.” (31, Luqman: 14) 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Shame on him! Shame on him! Shame on him! The one whose parents or 
one of them was alive and reached old age, and did not enter paradise (i.e. 
their presence was not a cause to make him enter Paradise).” 

(Reported by Muslim) 

Asma’ Bint Abi Bakr As-Siddiq (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated: 
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Proper manners between spouses 


• Common rights are amity, mercy, fidelity, trust, gentleness, 
cheerfulness, tenderness, and respect . 39 


My mother came to me while she was still a polytheist. I asked the 
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him): My mother, who is ill-disposed to 
Islam, has come to visit me. She wanted something from me. Shall I show 
her affection? He replied: Yes, be benevolent towards your mother ” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

The finest act of goodness is that a man (i.e. a person) treats kindly the 
beloved (people) of his father after his death.” (Reported by Muslim) 

A man of Banu Salamah came to the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) 
and asked: K 7 


“O Messenger of Allah! Is there any obedience to parents that I can show 
to after their death? He (the Prophet) replied: Yes. To pray for them, 
to fulfil their instructions after their death, to keep affinity with those who 
are not connected with you but through them, and to show reverence to 
their friends.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Should not I inform you about the most grievous of the grave sins'? (The 
Prophet) repeated it three times, and then said: Associating anyone with 
Allah and disobedience to parents ...” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

A person came to Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) and said: 

“Who among the people is the most deserving of fine treatment from me? 
He said: Your mother. He, again, said: Then who (is the next one)? He said: 
Again it is your mother (who deserves the best treatment from you). He 
said: Then who (is the next one)? He (the Prophet) said: Again, it is your 
mother. He (again) said: Then who? Thereupon, he said: Then, it is your 
father.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 


39 

Proper manners between spouses: 

Allah says: 


cjL_j y o! ill jj\ ^ jk ’J\ ^su] 


(* ^ iC)3j&4 

This means: “And among His Signs is this , that He created for you wives 
from among yourselves , that you may find repose in them , and He has put 
between you affection and mercy. Verily , in that are indeed signs for a 
people who reflect . " (30, Ar-Rum: 21) 

Allah says: 






This means: “And they (women) have rights (over their husbands as 
regards living expenses) similar (to those of their husbands) over them (as 
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• The manners of the husband are to take care of his wife and protect 
her, to teach her and make her adhere to Islamic teachings, and to 
honor her secrets and treat her relatives well . 40 


regards obedience and respect) to what is reasonable , but men have a 
degree (of responsibility) over them.” (2, Al-Baqarah: 228) 


40 


The manners of the husband: 


Allah says 

(r £ :p Luilll) I jajLI Lajj All) JliaS Laj p LuaU) 


This means: “Men are the protectors and maintainers of women , because 
Allah has made one of them to excel the other , and because they spend (to 
support them) from their means. ” ( 4 , An-Nisa r : 34) 

Allah says: 


4* ^ * - « 0 £ -- J - O 

(^ ^LjaUI) f kll \ Jjlxjj LllJu ■ ^j) lJjjjlaJIj 


7/i/s means: “And live with them honorably . /f you dislike them, it may be 
that you dislike a thing and Allah brings through it a great deal of good.” 
(4, An-Nisa’: 19) 

Allah says; 

(t :*Lu*i3l) ij&J fUual) ) Jjl J V 


This means: “And give to the women (whom you marry) their Mahr 
(obligatory bridal money given by the husband to his wife at the time of 
marriage) with a good heart.” (4, An-Nisa': 4) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said in his sermon during the 
Farewell Pilgrimage: 

“Treat women kindly, they are like captives in your hands, you do not owe 
anything else except this (i.e. men should do good to their women as long 
as women do nothing wrong or shameful).” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

'A'ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) said about the Prophet Muhammad 
(peace be upon him): 

“He used to keep himself busy serving his family. When it was the time for 
prayer, he would go for the prayer.” (Reported by Ai-Bukhari) 

Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“If anyone intends to have sexual intercourse with his wife, he should say: 
In the name of Allah. O Allah! Save us from Satan and keep the devil away 
from what You have bestowed upon us. Then, if Allah has ordained a child 
for them, the devil will never harm him.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Ailah (peace be upon him) said: 

“The most perfect believers in faith are those who have the best manners, 
and the best of you are those who are the best to their wives.” 

(Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

A man asked Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him); 

“O Messenger of Allah, what right has any wife over her husband? He 
replied: To provide her with food when you eat, clothe her when you clothe 
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• The manners of the wife are to obey her husband in everything 
other than what is sinful, to maintain his honor and wealth, not to 
leave the family home without his permission, and to honor his 
secrets and treat his relatives well . 41 



(yourself), not to hit her on the face, and do not revile her or separate from 
her except in the house.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said in his sermon of Farewell 
Pilgrimage: 

“And their (women) right is that you should treat them well in the matter of 
food and clothing.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“And the man is a guardian of his family.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim) (See: Honesty) 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“The most evil of the people to Allah on the Day of Resurrection will be the 
man who has sexual intercourse with his wife and then publicizes her 
secret.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Wait till you enter (your homes) at night (in the first part of the night) so 
that the ladies with unkempt hair may comb their hair, and those whose 
husbands have been absent (for a long time) may shave their pubic hair.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

41 The manners of the wife: 

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: 

“Let me inform you about the best a man hoards; it is a virtuous woman 
who pleases him when he looks at her, obeys him when he gives her a 
command, and guards his interests (including his honor) when he is away 
from her.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: 

“If the wife of anyone of you asks permission to go to the mosque, he 
should not forbid her.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“When a man calls his wife to bed, but she refuses and he (the husband) 
spends the night angry with her, the angels curse her until the morning.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Ailah (peace be upon him) said: “And the lady is a guardian 
and is responsible for her husband's house.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) (See: Honesty) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“If I were to order anyone to prostrate before another, I would order a 
woman to prostrate before her husband.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 
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Proper manners towards sons and daughters 


• Name them with good names and make an ' Aqiqah (a sacrificial 
animal slaughtered upon their births) for them. 

• Be gentle to them, and never differentiate between sons and 
daughters . 42 

• Support them financially and provide them with good care and 
upbringing. 


42 Proper manners towards sons and daughters: 

Allah says: 

(\ :^jj^ill) f Sjl-xaJSj (JjjUJI UjjSj \ jU u i\ \ Ul 


This means: “O you who believe! Ward off from yourselves and your 
families a Fire (Hell) whose fuel is men and stones .” (66, At-Tahrim: 6) 

Calling them with good names: 

Said !bn Al-Musayyab (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“When my grandfather, Hazn, visited the Prophet (peace be upon him), the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) said (to him): What is your name? He said: 
My name is Hazn (Arabic: harsh). The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, 
“But you are Sahl (Arabic: easy).” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

Ibn "Umar narrated that 'Umar had a daughter who was called 'Asiyah (Arabic: 
rebel), Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) gave her the name of Jamilah 
(Arabic: nice). (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

Making a sacrifice ( Agigah) on their births: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“A boy is in pledge for his Aqiqah. Sacrifice is made for him on the 
seventh day, his head is shaved and he is given a name.” 

(Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

Treating sons and daughters with justice: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Be mindful of your obligation to Allah and do justice with respect to your 
children.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Not to differentiate between sons and daughters: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“He who is involved (in the responsibility) of (bringing up) daughters, and 
he accords benevolent treatment towards them, there would be protection 
for him against Hell-Fire.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Act equally between your children; act equally between your sons.” 
(Reported by Abu Dawud) 
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• Educate and raise them according to Islamic teachings 

Linking blood relationships 

• It is like the polite manners towards parents and children; revering 
the old and treating the young tenderly. 

• Linking blood relationships is part of faith. The Arabic word Ar- 
Rahim (uterus, i.e. blood relation) is derived from Allah's Name Ar- 
Rahman (The All-Merciful). 

• Linking blood relationships is done through visiting each other, 
giving charity, and advice. 

• Be keen to maintain ties with one’s family even if they try to cut 
these relations, show patience and do not give offence . 44 



43 

Teaching children: 

Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“Command your children to pray when they are seven years old, and beat 
them for (not observing) it when they are ten years old, and separate 
between them in beds.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Every child is born with a true faith of Islam (i.e. to worship none but 
Allah Alone) and his parents convert him to Judaism or Christianity or 
Magianism.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“The best thing a father would give his son is good manners.” 

(Reported by At-Tirmidhi and Ahmad) 


44 


Linking blood relationships: 

Ailah says: 

(T ^ J+a jj jl 4j 4211 U jjLaj 

This means: “ Those who join that which Aliah has commanded to be 
joined (i.e. they are good to their relatives and do not sever the bond of 
kinship i), fear their Lord , and dread the terrible reckoning (i.e. abstain from 
all kinds of sins and evil deeds which Allah has forbidden and perform all 
kinds of good deeds which Allah has ordained).” (13, Ar-Ra'd: 21) 

Allah says: 

(T T : Jua-a) J ijai afijj ^ \ jLwIj jj jj * 
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This means: “ Would you then , if you were given the authority , do mischief 
in the land , and sever your ties of kinship?" (47, Muhammad: 22) 


Allah says: 




This means: “ So give to the kindred his due, and to Al-Miskin (the poor) 
and to the wayfarer (30, Ar-Rum: 38) 

Allah says: 


(Vo :JUJNI) ljUS 


This means: “ But kindred by blood are nearer to one another regarding 
inheritance in the decree ordained by Allah.” (8, APAnfal: 75) 


Allah says: 

(^ ^LijSn j 4 j <011 I jAj! j • 

This means: “ And fear Allah through Whom you demand your mutual 
(rights), and (do not cut the relations of) the wombs (kinship).” 

(4, An-Nisa 1) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“And the one who believes in Allah and the Last Day should tie his 
kinship.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“That who recompenses the good done to him by some one (relative) is 
not the one who upholds the ties of relationship. It is he who keeps good 
relations with those relatives who cut asunder the bond of kinship with 
him.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“That who likes to be granted more provision, and his life be prolonged, let 

him tie his kith and kin.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Charity towards a poor one is counted as charity, and towards a relation 
is both charity and keeping blood relationships.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him ) narrated that a man said to the 
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him): 

“I have relatives with whom I try to maintain ties of relationship, but they 
sever their relations with me; whom I treat kindly but they treat me badly, 
with whom I am gentle but who are rough to me.” He replied, “If you are as 
you say, it is as if you are applying hot ashes to them (they will bear the 
results of such bad conduct) and you will not be without a supporter 
against them from Allah as long as you do so.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Ar-Rahim (the ties of relationship) is suspending from the Throne (of 
Allah) saying: That who keeps good relations with me, Allah will keep good 
ties with him, but that who ever severs relations with me, Allah will sever 
the ties with him.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 




Teach Yourself Islam 


• Blood relationships are only to be cut with unbelievers (other than 
parents) or sinners, while praying to Allah for their guidance and 
forgiveness. 

Caring for the poor 

• Money is the wealth of Allah and the wealthy person is Allah's 
successor of what He has bestowed on him. 

• The poor have a definite right in the wealth of the rich. 

• Only money spent on the poor or in any form of charity is what 
remains after our death. 

• Feeding the poor is an expiation of some sins such as violation of 
one’s oath, game hunting while being in the confines of the Haram 
(sanctuary), injurious assimilation (of wife to mother) (Zhihar), and 
breaking one’s fast during daytime in Ramadan. 

• Feeding the poor is a means to enter Paradise. 

• The Prophet (peace be upon him) was an excellent example of 
generosity with the poor . 45 



“Allah created the creations and when He accomplished His creations, Ar~ 
Rahim (the kinship) said: (O Allah) at this place I seek refuge with You 
from all those who sever me (sever the ties of kith and kin). Allah said: 

Yes. Are not you satisfied that 1 should keep ties with him who keeps you 
united and sever connection with him who severs you?” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah, the Exalted, has said: I am Ar-Rahman (the Most Compassionate). I 
created Ar-Rahim (the uterus). I have derived its name from My name. If 
anyone joins it, I shall join him, and if anyone cuts it off, I shall cut him 
off.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 


45 Caring for the poor: 

Allah says: 


(V :ApaJl) 



* - _ * 


This means: "And spend of that whereof He has made you trustees. ” 
(57, Al-Hadid: 7) 
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Guardianship of orphans 


• It is highly recommended in the Qur’an and Sunnah. 


• Islam repeatedly warns about the serious nature of the sin of 
exploiting an orphan’s wealth for other than their interest. 


Allah says: 

r».‘ e i t ^ 

(T © - T i ^ 0^1 J# 

This means: “ And those in whose wealth there is a known right. For the 
beggar who asks, and for the unlucky who has lost his property and 
wealth, (and his means of living has been straitened).” 

(70, Al-Ma'arij: 24 - 25) 

Allah says: 

(r^ :Lw) CoAjfyi jjp' ^4 m * lA 

This means: “And whatsoever you spend of anything (in Allah's Cause), 
He will replace it And He is the Best of providers.” (34, Saba f : 39) 

Allah says: 

A . H I .tjjjJbuaS Lajj Ujj fyt LfllaJ U1 V J ^ ila V 4-111 l Uuj p 

(^ ~ ^ ijLujyi) Sj^aJ jaAtilj fjoll J j** 


This means: “We feed you seeking Allah's Countenance only. We wish for 
no reward, nor thanks from you. Verily, We fear from our Lord a Day, hard 
and distressful, that will make the faces look horrible (from extreme 
dislikeness to it). So Allah saved them from the evil of that Day, and gave 
them Nadratan (a light of beauty) and joy.” (76, Ai-lnsan: 9-11) 


The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: 

“O son of Adam! You say: My property, my property. Have you anything 
but what you eat and use up or wear and make threadbare or give in 
charity and execute it?” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“O people, exchange greetings of peace (i.e., say: As-Salamu 'Alaykum to 
one another), feed people, strengthen the ties of kinship, and be in prayer 
when others are asleep, (in return) you will enter Paradise in peace.” 

(Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

Anas Ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“Whenever a person begged anything from the Messenger of Allah (peace 
be upon him) in Islam, he (the Prophet) would fulfill his demand. (Once) a 
man came to him (begging) and the Prophet gave him a herd of sheep 
scattered between the two mountains. When he returned to his people, he 
said to them: O my people! Enter the fold of Islam because Muhammad 
(peace be upon him) gives so much just as a person who has no fear of 
poverty and need.” (Reported by Muslim) 



• Islam calls for protecting and investing the orphans' wealth with 
beneficence, until they are at an age where they can manage it 
responsibly . 46 
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Guardianship of orphans: 

Allah says: 


This means: “Therefore, treat not the orphan with oppression 
(93, Ad-Duha: 9) 

Allah says: 





777/s means: “Have you seen him who denies the Recompense? That is he 
who repuises the orphan (harshly).” (107, Al-Ma'un: 1-2) 

Allah says: 


.CyA lij* <jL£ 4Jj Ja\ J\ \Jkh Vj i jfois Vj i 


(t :*tuu3i) 

7h/s means: “And give unto orphans their property and do not exchange 
(your) bad things for (their) good ones; and devour not their substance (by 
adding it) to your substance. Surely, this is a great sin.” (4, An-Nisa’: 2) 

Allah says: 


( ^ IjU ^ jjlslj Llj} Ulk (jJsL 


This means: “Verily, those who unjustly eat up the property of orphans, 
they eat up only a fire into their bellies, and they will be burnt in the 
blazing Fire!” (4, An-Nisa’: 10) 


Sahl Ibn Sa'b (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Messenger of 
Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“That who takes care of an orphan and I will be in Paradise like these two 
(fingers). He raised his forefinger and middle finger by way of illustration.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Whoever passes his hand over the head of an orphan (out of kindness) 
only for the sake of Allah will have a virtue recorded to his credit for every 
single hair his hand passes over.” (Reported by Ahmad) 

The Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“The best house (in a Muslim community) is that in which there is an 
orphan who is well-treated, and the worst (of their houses) is the one in 
which there is an orphan who is maltreated.” (Reported by Ibn Majah) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Avoid the seven deadly things. It was said: What are they, Messenger of 
Allah? He replied: Associating anything with Allah, practicing sorcery, 
killing one whom Allah has declared inviolable without a just cause, 
devouring the property of an orphan, devouring usury, fleeing from the 
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Proper manners towards neighbors 


• Not to hurt them by words or deeds; not to annoy them by one’s 
loud voice, scent (of food, for example), or by being curious about 
their secrets and privacy. 

• Help them when required. 

• Visit them when ill, and sympathize with them in good and hard 
times. 

• To be good to them 47 


battlefield, and accusing the pious women with adultery.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 


47 


Proper manners towards neighbors: 


Aliah says: 

* a f a sf 

lljjia VtiL d* t> w ^ 4l\ b! ^4 JjuL.ll c4j y^tLall j ubkl! jUblj 

(rn ifiuuii) 


This means: “Worship Allah and join none with Him in worship , and do 
good to parents , kinsfolk , orphans , Al-Masakin (the poor), the neighbor 
who is near of kin , the neighbor who is a stranger, the companion by your 
side, the wayfarer (you meet), and those (slaves) whom your right hands 
possess. Verily, Allah does not like such as are proud and boastful 
(4, An-Nisa J : 36) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“That who believes in Allah and the Last Day should do good to his 
neighbor.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

'A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated: 

“I said to Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him): O Messenger of Allah! I 
have two neighbors, which of them should I send a present? He said: To 
the one who lives nearer to you.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

Aliah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“Gabriel impressed upon me (the kind treatment) towards the neighbor (so 
much) that I thought as if he would soon confer upon him the (right) of 
inheritance.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“That who believes in Allah and the Last Day should not harm his 
neighbor.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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General behavior of Muslims towards each other 


• Shake hands and greet each other with the greeting of Islam: As- 
Salamu Alaykum wa Rahmat Allahi wa Barakatuh (Allah’s Peace, 
Mercy, and Blessings be upon you ,) 48 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“By Allah, he does not believe! By Allah, he does not believe! By Allah, he 
does not believe! It was said: Who is that Allah f s Messenger? He said: That 
person whose neighbor does not feel safe from his evil.” 

(Reported by Ahmad) 


General behavior of Muslims towards each other: 

Allah says: 



:£&)) jtisil Jfc AjU 0^1 j 4131 jjijij 




This means: “Muhammad (SAW) is the Messenger of Allah, and those who 
are with him are severe against disbelievers, and merciful amona 
themselves . " (48, Al-Fath: 29) 

Ailah says: 


p •? '-dj** Jt) 




This means: “ And hold fast, all of you together, to the Rope of Allah (i.e. 
this Qur’an), and be not divided among yourselves (3, Al- Imran: 103) 

Allah says: 


(Y :5i3UJ)) (j r& Vj ^ I& 


This means: “Help you one another in Ai-Birr and At-Taqwa (virtue, 
righteousness and piety); but do not help one another in sin and 
transgression. ” (5, AI-Ma’idah: 2) 

Allah says: 


(^ iJlilVl) % 3&Xxi Cj|1 i^all<aS j AUi 

This means: “So fear Allah and adjust all matters of difference amona 
you. ” (8, Al-Anfal: 1) 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“On the Day of Resurrection, Ailah, the Exalted, will say: Where are those 
who have mutual love for My Glory's sake? Today, I shall shelter them in 
My shade when there is no shade but Mine.” (Reported by Muslim) 

Greeting each other: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Two Muslims will not meet and shake hands without having their sins 
forgiven (by Allah) before they depart.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

The Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“If one starts talking before greeting (you), do not answer him until he 
starts greeting before talking.” (Reported by Ai-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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• Visit each other in times of illness and greet each other when 
sneezing. 

• Give advice; calling for right and forbidding wrong. 

• Love for others what one loves for oneself, and wish them all that is 
good. 

• Not to harm each other by word or deed . 49 



49 The visit in the time of illness: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Every Muslim has five rights over another Muslim (i.e., he has to perform 
five duties for another Muslim): to return the greetings, to visit the sick, to 
accompany funeral processions, to accept an invitation, to respond to the 
sneezer [i.e., to say: Yarhamuka Allah (may Allah bestow His Mercy on 
you), when the sneezer praises Allah].” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The rights of the Muslim on his brother Muslim are six: When you meet 
him, greet him; when he calls you, respond to him; when he seeks 
counsel, give him advice; when he sneezes and praises Allah, say to him: 
May Allah have mercy on you; when he is sick, visit him; and when he 
dies, follow his funeral.” (Reported by Muslim) 

Al-Bara’ Ibn 'Azib (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) commanded us to do seven 
things and forbade us to do seven (things). He commanded us to visit the 
sick, follow the funeral procession, answer the sneezer, fulfill the vow, 
help the oppressed, accept the invitation and greet everybody.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Visit the sick, feed the hungry, and (arrange for the) release of the 
captive.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

Love: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“None amongst you is a truthful believer until he likes for his brother 
(fellow Muslim) which he loves for himself.” 

(Reported by Ai-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Do not hanker after what others have. Do not be jealous of one another 
and do not nurse enmity against others. Do not severe ties with one 
another. Be fellow brothers, servants of Allah, as He commanded.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Not to harm each other by words or deeds: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 
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• Work for reconciliation. 


• Vindicate and do not disappoint each other. 

• Attend the funerals and accept their oath. 

• Support each other in meeting needs . 50 


“Every (of these three things) of a Muslim are (sacred, and thus) inviolable 
by another Muslim: his honor, blood and property.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“It is not lawful for a Muslim to terrify another Muslim.” 

(Reported by Abu Dawud) 

Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“It is not lawful for a Muslim to severe relations with his Muslim brother 
beyond three nights. They (may) meet while one turning one way and the 
other turning to the other way when they meet. The best of the two is the 
one who is the first to give greeting.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

50 Vindicate and not to disappoint each other: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Support your brother whether he is an oppressor or an oppressed. A man 
inquired: O Messenger of Allah! I may help him when he is oppressed, but 
how can I help him when he commits an oppression? He said: You prevent 
him from committing oppression. That will be your help to him.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Shall I not inform you of something more excellent in degree than fasting, 
prayer and almsgiving (Sadaqah)? The people replied: Yes, Prophet of 
Allah! He said: It is putting things right between people, spoiling this 
(putting things right) is the shaver (i.e. destroys and removes one’s faith 
and religion).” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

Help: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“The believers in their mutual kindness, compassion, and sympathy are 
like the body. If one of the organs is afflicted, the whole body responds to 
it with wakefulness and fever.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“The one who removes the suffering of a believer out of the sufferings of 
this worldly life, Allah will relieve him from one of the sufferings of the Day 
of Resurrection. And the one who pares way for someone who is 
insolvent, Allah will make things easy for him in the world and in the 
Hereafter, and the one who veils the faults of a Muslim, Allah will veil his 
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Manners towards non-Muslims 

• Treat them with equity, justice, and beneficence. 

• Exchange gifts. 

• Eat their food if they are of the People of the Book. 

• Do not admit their unbelief, or imitate their habits. 

• Do not take them as patrons at the expense of Muslims . 51 


faults in the world and in the Hereafter. Allah supports His servant as long 
as the servant backs his brother.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“No (Muslim) man will desert a man who is a Muslim in a place where his 
respect may be violated and his honor aspersed without Allah deserting 
him in a place where he wishes His help; and no (Muslim) man who will 
help a Muslim in a place where his honor may be aspersed and his respect 
violated without Allah helping him in a place where he wishes His help.” 
(Reported by Abu Dawud) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If you make intercession, you will be rewarded.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 


51 


Manners towards non-Muslims: 

Treating them kindly: 

Allah says: 

dll b) ijkudj d c> ft oft 
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This means: “Allah does not forbid you to deal justly and kindly with those 
who fought not against you on account of religion and did not drive you 
out of your homes. Verily , Allah loves those who deal with equity. It is only 
as regards those who fought against you on account of religion , and have 
driven you out of your homes, and helped to drive you out, that Allah 
forbids you to befriend them. And whosoever will befriend them, then such 
are the Zhalimun (wrong-doers those who disobey Allah).” 
(60, Al-Mumtahinah : 8-9) 

Allah says: 
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Sitting in public places and proper manners when 
being in public 


• Greet those who were in that place first before you take your seat. 


• Be calm and staid. 


0 :Ajj^I) «(aI*L AiLl aAII a ja.ll d jUjmJ jkl 


This means: “And if anyone of the Mushrikun ( polytheists , idolaters , 
pagans , disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah) seeks your protection then 
grant him protection , so that he may hear the Word of Allah (the Qur'an ) f 
and then escort him to where he can be secure. 11 (9, At-Tawbah: 6) 

Allah says: 




This means: " The food (slaughtered cattle , eatable animals , etc.) of the 
people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians) is lawful to you and yours is 
lawful to them. ” (5, Al-Ma r idah: 5) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 


“Beware, if anyone wrongs a contracting man, or diminishes his right, or 
forces him to work beyond his capacity, or takes from him anything 
without his consent, I shall plead for him on the Day of Judgment.” 
(Reported by Muslim) 

Not to take them as patrons: 

Allah says: 


(^ i i :f.Luall) UJ' 1 (Ip 1 (j^ Ifjl Ljj 


This means: " O you who believe I Take not for Awliya' (protectors or 
helpers or friends) disbelievers instead of believers.” ( 4 , An-Nisa’: 144) 

Allah says: 


i ^ ^ i am J 
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This means: " You (O Muhammad SAW) will not find any people who 
believe in Allah and the Last Day , making friendship with those who 
oppose Allah and His Messenger (Muhammad SAW), even though they 
were their fathers , or their sons , or their brothers , or their kindred 
(people).” (58, Al-Mujadalah: 22) 


Not to emulate non-Muslims: 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“He who copies any people is one of them.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Do the opposite of what the pagans do. Keep the beards and cut the 
moustaches short.” (Reported by Ai-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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• When standing up to leave, ask Allah’s forgiveness for the sin of 
backbiting or talebearing (gossip) that might have been committed. 

• Lower one’s gaze. 

• Answer greetings that are offered to you. 

• Enjoin the right and forbid the wrong. 

• Remove any kind of harm from the road. 

52 

• Guide the wanderer. 



52 Sitting and road manners: 

Allah says: 


(© t i^UjVS) Jelw J&a LjjLL 'o>L<Oj OrfjSl t3jjJ 


This means : “When those who believe in Our Ayat ( proofs , evidences , 
verses , lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) come to you, say: "Salamun 
'Alaykum” (peace be on you ).” (6, At- An am: 54) 


Allah says: 


»3|j ^ f* 1 '*) ^ ® 


7/7/S means: “O you who believe! When you are told to make room in the 
assemblies, (spread out and) make room. Allah will give you (ample) room 
(from His Mercy). And when you are told to rise up [for prayers, Jihad 
(holy fighting in Allah's Cause), or for any other good deed], rise up. Allah 
will exalt in degree those of you who believe, and those who have been 
granted knowledge. And Allah is We!l~Acquainted with what you do.” (58, 
Al-Mujadalah: 11) 


Allah says: ^ 6 , 

(\r :d&jil\) Ijiu IjIj i>jSn Jk us^i 0$ 


This means: “And the slaves of the Most Beneficent (Allah) are those who 
walk on the earth in humility and sedateness, and when the foolish 
address them (with bad words) they reply back with mild words of 
gentleness. ” (25, Al-Furqan: 63) 


Allah says: 


- , ■* * 9 * * 


This means: “Tell the believing men to lower their gaze (from looking St 
forbidden things). ” (24, An-Nur: 30) 


Aliah says: 
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Good manners when traveling 

• Prepare all travel expenses from lawful sources. 


(A 1 :fbjuJ|) J jl 


This means: " When you are greeted with a greeting , greet in return with 
what is better than it, or (at least) return it equally. ” (4, An-Nisa’: 86) 


Allah says: 


(V ^ tjUlii pfr UJ4-HJ 0 j’Jk lA 


This means: u The believers, men and women, are Awliya ’ (helpers, 
supporters, friends, protectors) of one another, they enjoin (on the people ) 
Al-Ma'ruf (i.e. Islamic Monotheism and all that Islam orders one to do) and 
forbid (people) from Al-Munkar (i.e. polytheism and disbelief of ail kinds 
and all that Islam has forbidden ).” (9, At-Tawbah: 71) 


Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that Allah's 
Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Avoid sitting on the streets. They (his Companions) said: Allah's 
Messenger, there is no other help (but to sit here as we) to hold our 
meetings and discuss matters there. Thereupon, Allah's Messenger (peace 
be upon him) said: If you have to sit there, then fulfill the rights of the 
street. They said: What are these rights? Thereupon, he said: Keeping the 
eye downward (so that you may not stare at women), refraining from doing 
some harm to others and exchanging greetings (saying As-Salamu 
Alaykum) and commanding the good and forbidding the evil.” 
(Reported by Ai-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Samurah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“When we came to the Prophet (peace be upon him), each one would sit 
down where there was room.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Do not ask someone to give up his seat in order to take it, but make 
accommodation wide and sit at ease.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“It is not permissible for a person to sit between two people without their 
permission.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If someone leaves his seat (for one reason or another) and returns to it 
he is better entitled to it.” (Reported by Muslim) 

Abu Barzah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) would supplicate before 
leaving an assembly thus, “O Allah, You are free from every imperfection; 
all praise is for You. I testify that there is no true god except You, I ask 
Your forgiveness and turn to You in repentance.” A man once said to him: 
O Messenger of Allah! You have spoken such words that you have never 
uttered before. He said, “It is an expiation of that which goes on in the 
assembly.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 
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• Leave sufficient money for one's family expenses, bid them 
farewell, and wish them all that is good. 

• Return due rights, debts and trusts. 

• Pray the prayer of Istikharah (supplication for right guidance) 
before traveling and recite a certain invocation. 

• Women should not travel unless with an unmarriageable member of 
her family or in a trustworthy group. 

• Return home once business is accomplished. 

• Not to surprise one’s family when arriving , 53 


53 Good manners when traveling: 

Allah says: 


( * ^ : cjj.Ait.il) 
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This means: " O My slaves who believe! Certainly , spacious is My earth. 
Therefore worship Me (Alone)." (29, AI-'Ankabut: 56) 

Allah says: 
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This means: “ When you mount thereon , and say: " Glory to Him who has 
subjected this to us, and we could never have it (by our efforts). And 
verily , to Our Lord we indeed are to return !" (43, Az-Zukhruf: 13 - 14) 

Ibn 'Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) recited: Allah is the Greatest 
(three times) when he rode a camel setting for a journey. Then, he would 
say: Glory to Him who has subjected this to us, and we could never have it 
(by our efforts). And verily, to Our Lord we indeed are to return!. O our 
Lord, I ask You for virtue and piety, and for the deed which may please 
You. O our Lord, comfort this journey for us, and fold up its length. O our 
Lord, You are the Companion in the journey, and the Guardian of our 
families. O Allah I seek refuge with You from hardships of journey, 
gloominess of appearance and finding of evil changes in property and 
family. And on his return he said the same thing, but added: We are 
returning, repentant, worshipping our Lord, and praising Him.” 
(Reported by Muslim) 
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Good manners of hospitality 

• Good hospitality without extravagance is a duty on every Muslim. 

• Invite the pious to one's home, not the dissolute or impious people, 
and do not limit the invitation to the rich alone, since the aim should 
not be boasting. 

• It is an obligation to accept the invitation from the rich or the poor, 
unless there is a legitimate reason. 

• Be hospitable to the stranger for three days unless the host insists on 
more . 5 



The Prophet (peace be upon him) used to bid farewell saying: 

“I entrust Allah with your religion, your trust and your last deeds.” 

(Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Traveling is a piece of torture; it deprives a traveler of his sleep, food and drink. 

When a person has accomplished his purpose of journey, he should hurry 
up in returning to his family.” (Reported by Ai-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“If anyone of you was away from home for a long period, he should not 
return home at night.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“It is not lawful for a woman to take a journey for a day and a night unless 
she is accompanied by a male Mahram (umarriageable person).” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“When you enter your home in the night, Wait so that the lady whose hair 
is unkempt may comb her hair and that the lady whose husband has been 
away may shave her pubic hair.” (Reported by Ai-Bukhari) 


54 Good manners of hospitality: 

Allah says: 


4 — 3a i y — 31 ^Luj Jli UiL ut 3) duja. dUl 
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This means: “ Has the story reached you t of the honored guests [three 
angels ; Jibrael (Gabriel) along with another two] of Ibrahim (Abraham)? 




Unit 4: Conduct 



Good manners concerning feasts 


• Have a bath, apply perfume, and wear one’s best clothes. 


• Muslims should congratulate each other. 


• It is permissible to eat plentifully, drink and play within lawful 
limits. 


When they came in to him , and said, "Salam, (peace be upon you)!" He 
answered; ” Saiam , (peace be upon you)," and said: " You are a people 
unknown to me," Then he turned to his household, so brought out a 
roasted calf [as the property of Ibrahim (Abraham) was mainly cows],” 
(51, Adh-Dhariyat: 24 - 26) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Associate only with a believer, and let only a God-fearing man eat your 

meals.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The worst food is that served at a wedding feast in which the rich are 
invited and the poor are abandoned.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“When anyone of you is invited to a feast, he should attend it.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“If I were invited to a shoulder or a shank (i.e. of a goat), I would respond 
(to the invitation). (And) if i were given, as a gift, a shoulder or a shank (of 
an animal), I would accept (it).” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“When anyone of you is invited to a meal, he should accept the invitation. 
If he is observing Sawm (fasting), he should supplicate for the betterment 
of the host and if he is not fasting, he should eat.” (Reported by Ahmad) 

Abu Shuwayh Khuwaylid Ibn 'Amr Al-Khuza'i (may Allah be pleased with him) 
narrated that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“He who believes in Allah and the Last Day should honor his guest 
according to his right. He was asked: What is his right, O Messenger of 
Allah? He (peace be upon him) replied, “It is (to honor him) for a day and a 
night, and hospitality extends for three days, and what is beyond that is 

charity.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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• Eating is recommended before going to Al-Fitr Feast Prayer, and 
after performing Al-Adha (the immolation) Feast Prayer . 55 

Manners of consuming food and beverages 

• Food should be from a lawful source. 

• Eating with the sincere intention of getting more capacity to obey 
Allah. 

• All food and beverages are lawful for Muslims except those kinds 
that are harmful to the mind and body as prohibited by Allah and 
His Messenger. 



55 Manners of feasts: 

Jabir Ibn Nafir (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“When the Companions of the Prophet met each other on the day of Id, 
they would say to each other, Taqabbala Allahu Minna Wa Minkum (May 
Allah accept it from us and you).” (Reported by Al-Baihaqi) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The day of Arafah, the day of Al-Adha (Sacrifice), the days of Tashriq are 
(the days of) our festival, O people of Islam. These are days of eating and 
drinking.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa’i, and Abu Dawud) 

Anas ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“When the Prophet (peace be upon him) came to Medina, the people had 
two days on which they engaged in games. He asked: What are these two 
days (what is the significance)? They said: We used to engage ourselves 
on them in the pre-lslamic period. The Prophet (peace be upon him} said: 
Allah has substituted for them something better than them, the day of Al- 
Adha (Sacrifice) and the day of Al-Fitr (breaking the fast).” 

(Reported by An-Nasa’i) 

'A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated; 

“Abu Bakr came to see me and I had two girls with me from among the 
girls of Ansar and they were singing what Ansar recited to one another at 
the Battle of Bu'ath. They were not, however, singing girls. Upon this, Abu 
Bakr said: What is (the playing of) this wind instrument of Satan in the 
house of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) and this too on Id 
day? Upon this, the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: Abu 
Bakr, every people have a festival and it is our festival (so let them play 
on).” (Reported by AI-BuKhari and Muslim) 

56 Manners of consuming food and beverages: 

The lawful and the unlawful: 


Allah says: 
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• Prohibited meat are carrion, that is the animal that died before the 
Muslim had the chance to slaughter it, such as this having been 
strangled, beaten to death, toppled to death, gored to death, and that 
eaten by wild beasts of prey. Also forbidden are spilled blood, the 
flesh, lard and blood of swine, beasts with fangs and birds with 
claws, mules and domesticated donkeys, and whatever is 


(' v ^ jM) o! di fSUSjj u cjui ijik ijiu u) 


This means: " You who believe (in the Oneness of Allah - Islamic 
Monotheism)! Eat of the lawful things that We have provided you with, and 
be grateful to Allah , if it is indeed He Whom you worship , " 

(2, Al-Baqarah: 172) 

Allah says: 


M ^ i f dQ i jatj Ulla Alii 


This means: “So eat of the lawful and good food which Allah has provided 
for you. And be grateful for the Graces of Allah , if it is He Whom you 
worship.” (16, An-Nahl: 114) 

Allah says: 
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This means: “O you who believe! Make not unlawful the Tayyibat (all that 
is good as regards foods, things, deeds , beliefs, persons , etc.) which Allah 
has made lawful to you, and transgress not Verily, Allah does not like the 
transgressors. And eat of the things which Allah has provided for you, 
lawful and good, and fear Allah in Whom you believe. ” 

(5, AI-Ma’idah: 87-88) 

Allah says: 


^ O' 4 4 ia 4 ^ -ijc- Ijii L 

J.. lru L i A-abAit <UaSUk Udjl SL^jI i>® CiLuLui j ojUxl £ .jil <^1 4i II 

(rY - r\ :uil jfrVI) i'to&i ujLVI 


This means: “O Children of Adam! Take your adornment (by wearing your 
clean clothes), while praying and going round (the Tawaf of) the Ka‘bah, 
and eat and drink but waste not by extravagance, certainly He (Allah) likes 
not Al-Musrifun (those who waste by extravagance). Say (O Muhammad 
SAWJ; "Who has forbidden the adoration with clothes given by Allah, 
which He has produced for his slaves, and At-Tayyibat [all kinds of Halal 
(lawful) things] of food?" Say: " They are, in the life of this world, for those 
who believe, (and) exclusively for them (believers) on the Day of 
Resurrection (the disbelievers will not share them).” Thus We explain the 
Ayat (Islamic laws) in detail for people who have knowledge.” 
(7,A!-A raf: 31 -32) 
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slaughtered for the sake of idols, and whatever has been dedicated 
to other than Allah, the Almighty. 57 


57 


Prohibited meat: 


Ailah says: 
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This means: “ Lawful to you is (the pursuit of) water-game and its use for 
food - for the benefit of yourselves and those who travel , but forbidden is 
(the pursuit of) land-game as long as you are in a state of Ihram (for Hajj or 
Vmrah). And fear Ailah to Whom you shall be gathered back.” 
(5, Al-Maldah : 96) 

Allah says: 
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This means: “Forbidden to you (for food) are: Al-Maytatah (the dead 
animals - cattle-beast not slaughtered ), blood, the flesh of swine , and the 
meat of that which has been slaughtered as a sacrifice for others than 
Aliah, or has been slaughtered for idols , etc., or on which Allah's Name 
has not been mentioned while slaughtering , and that which has been killed 
by strangling , or by a violent blow , or by a headlong fall , or by the goring 
of horns - and that which has been (partly) eaten by a wild animal - unless 
you are able to slaughter it (before its death) - and that which is sacrificed 
(slaughtered) on An-Nusub (stone altars). (Forbidden) also is to use 
arrows seeking luck or decision , (all) that is Fisqun (disobedience of Allah 
and sin). This day, those who disbelieved have given up all hope of your 
religion, so fear them not, but fear Me. This day, I have perfected your 
religion for you, completed My Favor upon you, and have chosen for you 
Islam as your religion. But as for him who is forced by severe hunger, with 
no inclination to sin (such can eat these above-mentioned meats), then 
surely, Allah is Oft-Forgiving , Most Merciful. (5, Al-Ma’idah: 3) 

Allah says: 
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This means: “ Say (O Muhammad SAW): 7 find not in that which has been 
inspired to me anything forbidden to be eaten by one who wishes to eat it, 
unless it be Maytatah (a dead animal) or blood poured forth (by 
slaughtering or the like), or the flesh of swine (pork, etc.) for that surely is 
impure , or impious (unlawful) meat (of an animal) which is slaughtered as 
a sacrifice for others than Allah (or has been slaughtered for idols, etc., or 
on which Allah's Name has not been mentioned while slaughtering). But 
whosoever is forced by necessity without wilful disobedience, nor 
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• Sacrifices should be slaughtered according to the Shari' ah method 
of releasing blood by using a sharp instrument to cut the throat, 
esophagus and jugular veins simultaneously, but in the case of 
camels, they are stabbed in their throats. The Name of Allah has to 
be mentioned when slaughtering and sacrificing. 

• Eating seafood and (hunting) game is permissible for everybody, 
but hunting is prohibited for the pilgrim in the area of the Haram 
(Sanctuary) while in a state of ritual consecration (Ihram). 

• It is lawful to eat animals slaughtered by the People of the Book 
(Jews and Christians) by mentioning the Name of Allah while 
eating. They are prohibited if they were not slaughtered properly or 
if a name of other than Allah was mentioned. 


transgressing due limits , (for him) certainly , your Lord is Oft-Forgiving, 
Most Merciful (6, Al-An am: 145) 

Allah says: 



(Wr :a jM) <^J 


This means: “He has forbidden you only the Maytatah (dead animals ), and 
blood, and the flesh of swine , and that which is slaughtered as a sacrifice 
for others than Allah (or has been slaughtered for idols, on which Allah's 
Name has not been mentioned while slaughtering). But if one is forced by 
necessity without wilful disobedience nor transgressing due limits , then 
there is no sin on him. Truly, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful 
(2, Al-Baqarah: 173) 

Aliah says: 


J - -■ * -■ ^ ^ F* $ F* * ' - 4 ,■ __ # 

jjC jlxuat <j <111 jjil JaI Laj jjjliJl j <j!aj! Lulj 


> o : Jail!) 


This means: “He has forbidden you only Al-Maytatah (meat of a dead 
animal), blood, the flesh of swine, and any animal which is slaughtered as 
a sacrifice for others than Allah (or has been slaughtered for idols etc. or 
on which Allah's Name has not been mentioned while slaughtering). But if 
one is forced by necessity, without wilful disobedience, and not 
transgressing, then, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. ” 
(16, An-Nahl: 115) 
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• It is forbidden for Muslims to eat filthy food exposed to dirt, 
insects, rodents, or anything harmful . 58 

• Allah prohibited partaking of intoxicants, and this prohibition 
includes those who make them, transport them, cater for them, and 
trade them. This applies to alcoholic beverages and narcotics. 

• It is not permissible for a Muslim to approach any forbidden item 
unless it is essential to maintain life, and on the condition that he 
takes only the minimum that will not exceed the limit of necessity . 59 



58 Slaughtered animals: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said when asked about slaughtering (the 
animals): 

“If the killing tool causes blood to gush out and if Allah's Name is 
mentioned, eat (of the slaughterer animal). But do not slaughter with a 
tooth or a nail.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) said: 

“Slaughtering (is to be done) only in the upper part of the breast and the 
throat." (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said to one of his Companions: 

“If you hunt an animal with your bow after mentioning Allah's Name, eat of 
it, and if you hunt something with your trained hound after mentioning 
Allah's Name, eat of it, and if you hunt something with your untrained 
hound (and get it before it dies) and slaughter it, eat of it.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If you let loose your hound after a game and mention Allah's Name on 
sending it, and the hound catches the game and kills it, then you can eat of 
it. But if the hound eats of it, then you should not eat thereof, for the hound 
has caught it for itself.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said about the embryo: 

“Eat it if you wish, for the slaughter of its mother serves its slaughter.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

Ibn 'Umar narrated that the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Two types of dead animals and two types of blood have been made lawful 
for us. The types of dead animals are seafood and locusts. The two types 
of blood are the (blood of the) liver and the spleen.” 

(Reported by Ibn Majah and Ahmad) 

59 Alcoholics: 

Allah says: 
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• Food containers should be covered. 


• Hands should be washed before and after meals. 

• It is forbidden for men and women to eat from utensils made of 
gold or silver . 60 
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This means: “O you who believe! intoxicants (all kinds of alcoholic drinks ) r 
gambling , Al-Ansab, and Al-Azlam (arrows for seeking luck or decision) 
are an abomination of Shaytan f s (Satan) handiwork. So avoid (strictly all) 
that (abomination) in order that you may be successful. Shaytan (Satan) 
wants only to excite enmity and hatred between you with intoxicants 
(alcoholic drinks) and gambling , and hinders you from the remembrance of 
Allah and from As-Salah (the prayer). So, will you not then abstain ?” 
(5, Al-Ma’idah: 90 - 91) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Every intoxicant is Khamr (wine) and every intoxicant is forbidden.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Every intoxicant is forbidden.” (Reported by Ai-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If anyone drinks wine, Allah will not accept prayer from him for forty 
days.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah has cursed wine, its drinker, its server, its seller, its buyer, its 
presser, the one for whom it is pressed, the one who conveys it, and the 
one to whom it is conveyed.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah has sent down both the disease and the cure, and He has appointed 
a cure for every disease, so treat yourselves medically, but use nothing 
unlawful.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 


60 Covering the containers of food: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Cover up the utensils and tie up the mouth of water skins.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“When you intend going to bed at night, put out the lights, close the doors, 
tie the mouths of the water skins, and cover your food and drinks.” 

(Reported by Ai-Bukhari) 

Washing hands: 
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• Accept the food given to you and do not criticize it. 

* The food should be shared between more than one person. 

• Stan eating with the Name of Allah, and after finishing, thank Him 

* If any of the food falls on the ground, it should be picked up and 
eaten after removing any dirtA 1 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

"When anyone amongst you wakes up from sleep, he must not put his 
hand in the utensil till he has washed it three times, for he does not know 
where his hand was during the night.” (Reported by Musiim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said; 

^ a u*X? ne s P er| ds the night with grease on his hand which he has not 
washed away, he can blame only himself if some trouble comes to him ” 
(Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

Utensils of silver and gold: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said; 

“ s y, r ® ly ’ who eats or drinks m gold and silver vessels fills his belly with 
Hell-fire.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 


61 Accepting the food: 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) never found fault with food If 
!* 9 had inclination to eating it, he would eat; and if he disliked it he would 
leave it... (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) asked for Udm (anything eaten with bread) 

that there was nothing except vinegar. He asked for it and 


and 


began to eat from it saying, “How excellent is vinegar when eaten as Udm< 
How excellent is vinegar when eaten as Udm!” (Reported by Muslim) 

Sharing food: 


The Prophet (peace be upon him; said: 
“Eat together 
blessed for vou 


will be 


and mention the Name of Allah over your food, it 

j . ” ( Re p erted by Ah m ad ) 

1 he Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“The food of one person suffices for two, the food of two persons suffices 
for four persons, and the food of four persons suffices for eight persons ” 

(Reported by Musiim) 


Mentioning the N ame of Allah at the begi nning of having food and oraisina 
Him after finishing it; — — — * 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 
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• Never blow in hot food or drink. 


• Avoid overeating. 

• Offer food to the eldest people first. If food is served, begin passing to 
those sitting on the right-hand side. 

• Eat using the right hand, and take from the food nearest the edges 

62 

of the container. 


“When one of you eats, he should mention Allah's Name; if he forgets to 
mention Allah's Name at the beginning, he should say: In the Name of 
Allah at the beginning and at the end of it.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“When one of you eats food, he should say: O Allah, bless us in it, and 
give us food (or nourishment) better than it.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

As for milk: 

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: 

“When one is given milk to drink he should say: O Allah! bless us in it and 
give us more of it.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

After having food: 

When the Prophet (peace be upon him) finished his food, he would say: 

“Praise be to Allah Who has given us food and drink and made us 
Muslims.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

He also would say the following after having food: 

“Praise be to Allah Who has fed me with this food and provided me with it 
through no might and power on my part.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

He also would say: 

“Al-Hamdu Lillahi Hamdan Kathiran Tayyiban Mubarakan Fihi, Ghayra 
Makfiyyin Wala Muwadda'in, Wala Mustaghnan Anhu, Rabbana. (Meaning: 
All praise is due to Allah, praise which is abundant pure, and full of 
blessings, which is indispensable and to which one cannot be 
indifferent).” (Reported by A!-Bukhari) 

He aiso would say; 

“Praise be to Allah Who has given food and drink and made it easy to 
swallow, and provided an exit for it.” (Reported byAbu Dawud) 

If food falls down: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If any morsel dropped (on earth), one should pick it up, cleanse it of dust, 
and eat it and not to leave it to the devil.” (Reported by Muslim) 

62 Breathing in the container: 

Abu Gatadah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 
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• After eating with one’s hands, lick the fingers. 


• Sip slowly while drinking. 


• Wash your hands, clean your teeth, and rinse your mouth after 
eating . 63 


“The Prophet (peace be upon him) forbade breathing into the vessel (while 
drinking).” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Avoiding overeating; 

The Messenger of Aliah (peace be upon him) said: 

“No man fills a utensil worse than his stomach. A few morsels that keep 
his back upright are sufficient for a man. If eating is necessary, he should 
fill one-third with food, one-third with drink, and leave one-third for easy 
breathing.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

The seouence of passing food: 

Sahl Ibn Sa'd (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“A drink was brought to the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) and 
he drank of it. On his right was a lad, and on his left were some old people. 
He said to the lad: Would you mind if I gave (the rest of this drink first) to 
those on my left? The lad said: O Messenger of Allah, by Allah I will not 
concede my share (of drinking after you) to anyone else. So he (the 
Prophet) handed over (the drink) to him.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“Milk mixed with water was brought to Messenger of Allah (peace be upon 
him). On his right side was sitting a bedouin and on his left was sitting 
Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him). He (peace be upon him) drank 
from it and handed the rest to the bedouin saying: One who is on the right 
has preference, then again the one who is on the right.” 
(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Eating with the right hand: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Come near, my son, mention Allah's Name, eat with your right hand, and 
eat from what is next to you.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Blessing descends upon food in its middle, so eat from the sides of the 
vessel and do not eat from its middle.” 

(Reported by At-Tirmidhi and Abu Dawud) 

63 

Licking the clean fingers: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“When one of you finishes eating, he should not wipe his fingers until he 
has licked them himself.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Ka'b Ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 
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Proper manners of dressing 

• Men should not wear silk or gold. 



Be modest in dress, and do not wear clothes intending to show 

. rr 64 


off. 


“I saw the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) eating with three 
fingers (i.e., the thumb, the index finger, and the middle finger) and licking 
them after having finished the food.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“You do not know in which portion of your food the blessing lies.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 

Sipping slowly while drinking: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Do not drink in one gulp like a camel, but in two or three (gulps). Mention 
the Name of Allah (i.e., say Bismillah) when you start drinking and praise 
Him (i.e., say Al-Hamdu Lillah) after you have finished (drinking).” 

(Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

Washing the hands and rinsing the mouth: 

Ibn ’Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“Allah's Messenger drank milk, and then rinsed his mouth saying: It has 

fat.” (Reported by Ibn Majah) 

Suwayd Ibn An-Nu’rnan (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“We went out with Allah's Messenger to Khaybar, and when we were at As- 
Sahba', (Yahya, a sub-narrator said: As-Sahba* is a place at a distance of 
one day's journey to Khaybar), Allah's Messenger asked the people to 
bring their food, but there was nothing with the people except Sawiq (food 
made from wheat and barley flour). So we all chewed and ate of it. Then 
the Prophet asked for some water and he rinsed his mouth, and we too, 
rinsed our mouths.” (Reported by Ibn Majah) 

64 Proper manners of dressing: 

Men should not wear silk or gold: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Do not wear silk (clothes), for whoever wears (them) in this life will be 
deprived of them in the Hereafter.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Silk (clothes) are worn only by him who has no share in the Hereafter.” 

(Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Wearing of silk and gold has been made unlawful for males and lawful for 
the females of my nation.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

Modesty in clothing: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 




^^23 
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• Women’s dress should cover their bodies except the face and the 
palms, and should not reveal their charms. 


• Women should not overdo their adornments or apply perfume 
while going out. 

• Women should not wear the dress of men, and men should not 
wear that of women . 65 


“Whoever allows his lower garment to drag out of vanity, Allah will not 
look at him on the Day of Resurrection.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“On the Day of Resurrection, Allah will not look at him who trails his lower 
garment out of pride.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“What is below the ankles of a lower garment is condemned to the Fire 
(Hell).” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

It should be noted that it is only men who are forbidden to let their dress drag, 
which is not the case with women. 

The Messenger of Ailah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah loves to see the sign of His Bounties on his slave.” 

(Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 


65 


Modesty of women: 

Allah says: 
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This means: “Teil the believing men to lower their gaze (from looking at 
forbidden things ), and protect their private parts (from illegal sexual acts , 
etc.). That is purer for them. Verily , Allah is All-Aware of what they do. And 
tell the believing women to lower their gaze (from looking at forbidden 
things ), and protect their private parts (from illegal sexual acts, etc.) and 
not to show off their adornment except only that which is apparent (like 
palms of hands and face), or outer dress like veil, gloves , head-cover , 
apron , etc.), and to draw their veils all over Juyubihinna (i.e. their bodies, 
faces, necks and bosoms, etc.) and not to reveal their adornment except to 
their husbands, their fathers, their husband's fathers, their sons, their 
husband's sons, their brothers or their brother's sons, or their sister's 
sons, or their (Muslim) women (i.e. their sisters in Islam), or the (female) 
slaves whom their right hands possess, or old male servants who lack 
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vigor, or small children who have no sense of the shame of sex. ” 
(24, An-Nur: 3Q - 31) 


Ailah says: 




• Li •> 
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This means: “ And stay in your houses , and do not display yourselves like 
that of the times of ignorance/ 3 (33, Al-Ahzab: 33) 


Allah says: 
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This means: “ And as for women past child-bearing who do not expect 
wed-lock , /f is no sin on them if they discard their (outer) clothing in such a 
way as not to show their adornment But to refrain ( 7.6. not to discard their 
outer clothing) is better for them. And Allah is All-Hearer, AH-Knower/’ 
(24, An-Nur: 60) 


/■■Mian says. 

s ii ^ajiu o' ^ OfwA 1 * «> OAa ^jJN J 3 LfA 3 ' Ru’ kh 

( •*> S ; L-j 1 ] 'i ! ) Is Laj^. j [ ' j 


This means: “O Prophet! Tell your wives and your daughters and the 
women of the believers to draw their cloaks (veils) all over their bodies (lb. 
screen themselves completely except the eyes or one eye to see the way). 
That will be better, that they should be known (as free respectable, women) 
so as not to be annoyed . And Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful /’ 
(33, Al-Ahzab: 59) 

A’sshah (may Ailah he pleased with her) narrated: 

“May Allah have mercy on the early immigrant women. When the part of 
verse: (meaning: “And to draw their veils all over 

Juyubihinna (i.e. their bodies, faces, necks, and bossms, etc). 5 ’ was 
revealed, they tore their thick outer garments and made veils from them/’ 
(Reported by Abu Dawud) 

Unm Sal am ah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated: 

“When the part of verse: <> 0A~, (meaning: to draw their cloaks 

(veils) all over their bodies (i.e. screen themselves completely )/ was 
revealed, the women of Ansar came out as if they had crows over their 
heads by wearing outer garments.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“O Asma\ when a woman reaches the age of menstruation, it does not suit 
her that she displays her parts of body except this and this, and he pointed 
to his face and hands.” (Reported by Abu Dawud; 


Women should not overdo their perfume: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The prayer of a woman who uses perfume for this mosque is not 
accepted until she returns and takes a bath like that of sexual defilement 
(perfectly).” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 
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Cleanliness and the traits of instinct (See 3-1 : 
Purification) 

• They are five in number: 

a) Circumcision for males, while for females it is preferred but 
without exaggeration, better to ask a trustworthy Muslim doctor. 

b) Trimming the moustache. 

c) Clipping the nails. 

d) Removing the pubic hairs. 

e) Plucking the hairs of the armpit . 66 



The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If a woman fumigates herself with perfume, she must not attend the 
Evening prayer with us.” (Reported by Muslim) 

Men emulating women and women emulating men: 

Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) had cursed the males who 
emulate females. He cursed the females who emulate males.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) cursed the man who puts on 
the dress of a woman and the woman who puts on the dress of a man.” 

(Reported by Abu Dawud) 

Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) cursed effeminate males 
and masculine females.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

Cleanliness and the traits of instinct: 

Good manners of cleanness: Isee the chosen auotations in Purification 

33H 

The traits of instinct: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 
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Proper manners of sports 

• Islam calls for teaching young people useful sports such as 
swimming, horse-riding, shooting, racing, wrestling, etc. 

• Islam permitted betting on shooting, horse and camel racing but 
the money is to be given to the winner only, otherwise it will be 
considered gambling, which is prohibited. 

• Islam prohibits gambling, in all its forms, and games, including 
lottery . 67 


“There are five acts which are quite akin to the Fitrah (natural disposition): 
Circumcision, shaving the pubes, trimming the nails, plucking the hair 
under the armpit and clipping (or trimming till one’s skin is about to 
appear) the moustache.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Do the opposite of what the pagans do. Keep the beards and cut the 
moustaches short.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

'A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated: 

“Allah's Messenger used to let his head in (the house) while he was in the 
mosque and I would comb his hair. When in rtikaf, he used not to enter the 
house except for a need.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

Umm 'Atiyyah Al-Ansariyyah narrated: 

“(There was) a woman (who) used to perform circumcision in Medina. The 
Prophet (peace be upon him) said to her: Do not cut severely as that is 
better for a woman and more desirable for a husband.” 

(Reported by Abu Dawud) 

67 Sports: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said; 

“A strong believer is better and dearer to Allah than a weak one.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“So shoot and ride, but your shooting is dearer to me than your riding.” 

(Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

Allah said: “And make ready against them all you can of power., then he 
(the prophet) said: Hearken! power consists in archery, power consists in 
archery, power consists in archery.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Everything with which a man amuses himself is vain except three 
(things): a man's training of his horse, his playing with his wife, and his 
shooting with his bow and arrow.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 
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The manners of sleeping 


* Sleep early after the Evening prayers, except when you are doing 
something lawful like studying or settling quarrels, etc. 


• It is recommended to sleep in the state of ablution. 


• Sleep on the right side. 


• Remember and praise Allah with a certain supplication before 
sleeping, if awakened during sleep, and in the morning . 68 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Wager is aiiowed oniy in shooting arrows or racing camels, or hoof (i. e. 
horse, ass, and mule);” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

Saiamah Ibn Al-Akwa' (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Prophet passed by some persons of the tribe of Aslam practicing 
archery (i.e. the throwing of arrows) Allah's Messenger said: O offspring of 
Ishmael! Practice archery (i.e. arrow throwing) as your father was a great 
archer (i.e. arrow-thrower). 1 am with {on the side of) the sons of so and so. 
Hearing that, one of the two teams stopped throwing. Allah's Messenger 
asked them: Why are you not throwing? They replied: O Allah's 
Messenger! How shall we throw when you are with the opposite team? He 
said: Throw, for I am with you all.” (Reported by Ai-Bukhari) 

Aii Ibn Rukanah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“Rukanah wrestled with the Prophet (peace be upon him) and the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) threw him on the ground.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 
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Good manners toward sleeping: 

Abu Barzah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) considered it to be a 
disapproved act to sleep immediately before the Evening prayer or indulge 
in conversation after it.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said. 

“If you go to bed perform the ablution for prayer, and then lie down on 
your right side,” (Reported by Ai-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) used to say this supplication when 
he went to bed at night: 

“With Your Name, O Aliah, I expire and return to life.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

On waking up, he used to say: 
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Proper manners during illness 


• Patients should be patient and trust in Allah. It is permissible for 
authentic invocations to be recited for the patient but amulets are 
forbidden . 69 


“All praise belongs to Allah Who has resorted us back to life after causing 
us to die. Towards Him shall we return.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Upon going to bed, he would lie down on his right side and say: 

“O Allah! I have submitted myself to You. I have turned my face to You, 
entrusted my affairs to You and committed my back to You out of desire 
and fear of You (expecting Your reward and fearing Your punishment). 
There is no resort and no deliverer from (hardships) except You. I affirm 
my faith in Your Book which You have revealed and in Your Prophet whom 
You have sent.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Ya'ish Ibn Tikhfah Ai-Ghifari (may Allah be pleased with him) nattated; 

“While I was lying in the mosque on my stomach, a man began to shake 
me with his foot and then said: This is a method of lying which Allah hates. 

I looked and saw that he was the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon 
him).” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said to Fatimah and 'Ali (may 
Allah be pleased with both of them) when they asked him for a servant to help 
them in the housework: 

“Shall I teach you a thing which is better than what you have asked me? 
When you go to bed, say: Allahu Akbar thirty-four times, and Subhan Allah 
thirty-three times, and Al-Hamdu Lillah thirty-three times for that is better 
for you both than a servant” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Whoever gets up at night and says: La llaha Ilia Allah Wahdahu La 
Sharika Lahu, Lahu AI-Mulk, Wa Lahu Al-Hamd Wa Huwa Ala Kulli Shay’in 
Qadir. Al-Hamdu Lillahi Wa Subhanallahi Wa La llaha lilallah Wal-Lahu 
Akbar Wa La Hawla Wa La Quwwata Ilia Billah, (None has the right to be 
worshipped but Allah. He is the Only One and has no partners . For Him is 
the Kingdom and all the praises are due for Him. He is Omnipotent. All the 
praises are for Allah. All the glories are for Allah. And none has the right to 
be worshipped but Allah, And Allah is the Greatest and there is neither 
Might nor Power except with Allah), and then says: Allahumma, Ighfir Li (O 
Allah! Forgive me), or invokes (Allah), he will be responded to.” 
(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Prophet slept till midnight or nearly so and woke up rubbing his face 
and recited the last ten verses from Surah A!-' Imran. The Prophet, then, 
went towards a leather skin and performed ablution in the most perfect 
way and then stood for the prayer/’ (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

69 Proper manners toward illness: 

Invocation and Ruqyah (Divine speech recited as a means of incantation): 

A’ishah (may All,ah be pleased with her) narrated that whenever the Prophet 
(peace be upon !nim) paid a visit to a patient or a patient is brought to him, he 
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• Islam urges the patient to take medicine and consult doctors. 

• It is recommended to isolate patients with a contagious disease 
from healthy people. 


would invoke Allah saying: 

“O Allah! The Rabb (the Deity Who created everything) of mankind! 

Remove this disease and cure (him or her)! You are the Great Curer. There 
is no cure but through You, which leaves behind no disease.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

'Uthman Ibn Abi AI-'As (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“I complained to the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) about a pain 
I had in my body.” The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said, 
“Place your hand where you feel pain and say: Bismillah (In the Name of 
Allah) three times; and then repeat seven times: I seek refuge with Allah 
and with His Power from the evil that afflicts me and that which I beware 
(to take place in the future) (i.e. grief and fear).” (Reported by Muslim) 

Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that Jibril (Gabriel) 
came to the Prophet (peace be upon him) and said: 

“O Muhammad (peace be upon him)! Do you feel sick?” He (peace be upon 
him) said: Yes. Jibril supplicated thus (i.e., he performed Ruqyah): 
Bismiliahi Arqika, Min Kulli Shay’in Yu’dhika, Min Sharri Kulli Nafsin Aw 
Ayni Hasidin, Allahu Yashfika, Bismiliahi Arqika. [With the Name of Allah. I 
recite over you (to cleanse you) from all that troubles you, and from every 
harmful Nafs (a person or a soul), and from the evil of the eyes of an 
envier. Allah will cure you; and with the Name of Allah, I recite over you].” 
(Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“There is no harm in the Ruqyah which does not smack of polytheism.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 

'Abdullah Ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“I heard the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) saying: Spells, 
charms, and love-potions are polytheism.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

'Abdullah Ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Prophet (peace be upon him) disliked ten things: Yellow coloring, 
meaning Khaluq (a kind of perfume), dyeing grey hair, trailing the lower 
garment, wearing a gold signet-ring, a woman decking herself before 
people who are not within the prohibited degrees, throwing dice, using 
spells except with the Mu'awwidhatayn (Surah Al-Falaq and Surah An- 
Nas), wearing amulets, withdrawing the penis before the semen is 
discharged, in the case of a woman who is a wife or not a wife (a female 
slave), and having intercourse with a woman who is suckling a child; but 
he did not declare this to be prohibited.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 
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• Visiting patients is a duty. 

Proper manners concerning funerals 

• Instructing the deceased to make the Testimony of Faith, direct him 
towards the Qiblah, close his eyes when he dies, and cover him. 

• Screaming and wailing are prohibited; patience is to be sought; and 
silent weeping out of mercy is allowed . 71 



f0 Taking medicine: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah has sent down both the disease and the cure, and He has appointed 
a cure for every disease, so treat yourselves medically, but use nothing 
unlawful.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“There is no disease that Allah has created, except that He also has 
created its treatment.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

Jabir (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Prophet (peace be upon him) sent a physician to Ubayy Ibn Ka b and 
he cut his vein and then cauterized it.” (Reported by Muslim) 

Isolating the ill persons: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Do not put a patient with a healthy person (as a precaution).” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If plague breaks out in a land, do not enter it, and if it appears in land in 
which you happen to be, do not leave it.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Visiting the ill person: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Visit the sick, feed the hungry, and (arrange for the) release of the 
captive.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) * 

Whenever the Prophet (peace be upon him) visited an ailing person, he would 
say: 

“No harm, (it will be a) purification (from sins), if Allah wills.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“None of you should die but with a good thought about Allah, the Exalted 
and Almighty.” (Reported by Muslim) 

71 Proper manners concerning funenrals: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Exhort your dying men to recite: La llaha lllallah (There is no deity except 
Allah).” (Reported by Muslim) 
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The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“He whose last words are: La llaha liiallah (There is no deity except Allah) 
will enter Paradise.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“When you visit a sick or a dying person, you should utter good words 
because the angels say ‘Amen’ at what you say.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) visited Abu Salamah (may Allah 
be pleased with him) when his eyes were open soon after he died. He closed 
them (the eyes) for him and said: 

“When the soul is taken away, the sight follows it.” Some members of his 
family began to weep. He (peace be upon him) said: “Do not supplicate for 
yourselves anything but good, for the angels say ‘Amen’ to what you say.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 

Patience and calmness: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The deceased is tortured in his grave for the bewailing over him.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If people wail for anyone, he will be punished for it on the Day of 
Resurrection.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Abu Musa (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) repudiates that woman who 
wails loudly, shaves her hair, and tears (her garment in grief).” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Usamah Ibn Zayd narrated that the Prophet’s eyes welled up with tears (peace 
be upon him) for the death of his granddaughter Umaymah (the daughter of 
Zaynab). When asked: What is this, Messenger of Allah? He replied: 

“This is compassion which Allah has placed in the hearts of His servants, 
and God shows compassion only to those of His servants who are 
compassionate.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Endurance is to be shown at the first blow (of a calamity).” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If any Muslim who suffers some calamity says what Allah has 
commanded him: Truly! To Allah we belong and truly, to Him we shall 
return. O Allah, reward me for my affliction and give me something better 
than it in exchange for it, Allah will give him something better than it in 
exchange.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah, the Exalted, says: I have no reward except Paradise for a believing 
slave of Mine who shows patience and anticipates My reward when ! take 
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• It is obligatory to bathe the dead (not those who die as martyrs) 
before wrapping them in a clean white shroud; enshrouding in silk 
is forbidden. 


• It is a Sunnah to perform funeral prayers before the procession. 
Women are not recommended to attend the funeral procession. 

• Burial of the dead is a communal obligation. It is a condition to 
deepen the grave , and it is offensive to heighten it, or construct any 
building over it (mosque or whatever ), or to sit on it. Exhumation is 
prohibited, the corpse or its remains is only to be moved if 
necessary . ' 2 


away his favorite one from the inhabitants of the world.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

' Bathing the dead person: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Put on white clothes because they are the best; and use them for 
shrouding your dead.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Bathe him (the dead pilgrim) with water mixed with the leaves of the iote 
tree and shroud him in his two (pieces of) doth (Shram), and do not cover 
his head for Allah will raise him on the Day of Resurrection pronouncing 
Talbiyah.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Following the funerals: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The rights of the Muslim on his brother Muslim are five: ..and following 
his bier (i.e. his funeral).” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Make haste at a funeral; if the dead person is good, it is a good state to 
which you are sending him on; but if he is otherwise, it is an evil of which 
you are ridding yourselves,” (Reported by Ai-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Whosoever attends the funeral of a Muslim believing and hoping for the 
reward from Allah and remains with it until the prayer is offered over it and 
the burial is completed, he will return with a reward of two Qirat; each Qirat 
is equivalent to mount Uhud; and whosoever offers his prayer over it and 
returns before its burial, he will come back with one Qirat.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

Umm 'Atiyyah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated: 
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• Consoling can be given for three days, except for someone who is 
absent or who lives far away. Food should be prepared for the 
family of the deceased. Qur’an should be recited as a sort of 
supplication for the dead, but without payment. Also charity can be 
distributed after paying the debts of the deceased. 

• Mourning should not exceed three days, except for the mourning of 
the Muslim wife for her husband. 



“We were forbidden to follow the bier (funeral), but it was not made 
absolute on us.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“When you follow a bier, do not sit until it is placed on the (ground).” 

(Reported by Muslim) 

The graves: 

Hisham Ibn 'Amir (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) said: 

“Dig graves, make them wide, bury two or three in a single grave. He was 
asked: Which of them should be put first? He replied: The one who knew 
the Qur'an most.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The niche in the side of the grave is for us and the excavation in the 
middle is for others.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

'Uthman Ibn 'Affan (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

Whenever the Prophet (peace be upon him) became free from burying the 
dead, he used to stay at him (i.e. his grave) and say: “Seek forgiveness for 
your brother, and beg steadfastness for him, for he will be questioned 
now.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“You should neither sit on the graves nor pray with your faces directed 
towards them.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“It is better that one of you sits on firebrand which will burn his clothes 
and the heat marks his skin, than sitting on a grave.” (Reported by Muslim) 

Jabir Ibn 'Abdullah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“On the day of Uhud, we brought the martyrs to bury them (at another 
place), but the crier of the Prophet (peace be upon him) came and said: 
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) has commanded you to bury 
the martyrs at the place where they fell. So, we took them back.” 

(Reported by Abu Dawud) 
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• It is recommended to visit tombs as a kind of remembrance of the 
Hereafter and as a supplication for Muslims. It is offensive for 

73 

women to visit tombs often. 


Good manners towards animals 

• Be kind and never be cruel to them. 

• Give them food and drink. 

• Avoid killing them except for fear of their harm. 


73 Consolation: 

Usamah Ibn Zayd (may Allah be pleased with him) said: 

“While we were with the Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him), one of his 
daughters sent to him informing that her child was dying and she asked 
him to come. The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) told her 
messenger to go back and tell her that what Allah had taken belonged to 
Him, and to him belonged what He granted; and He has an appointed time 
for everything. So you (messenger) order her to show endurance and seek 
reward from Allah.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Prepare food for the family of Ja'far for there came upon them an incident 
which has engaged them.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The soul of a believer is suspended (from his entry to heaven) until the 
payment of his debt.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“A person said to Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him): My f^her died 
and left behind property without making any will regarding it. Would he be 
relieved of the burden of his sin if I give Sadaqah on his behalf? He (the 
Prophet) said: Yes.” (Reported by Muslim, An-NasaT and Ahmad) 

Mournig: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“It is not lawful for a woman who believes in Allah and the Last Day to 
observe mourning for one who has died more than three nights, except for 
four months and ten days in the case of a husband. 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Visiting the graves: 

'Abdullah Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) cursed women who visit 
graves often.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“I forbade you to visit graves, now you may visit them, for in visiting them 
there is admonition.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 
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Good manners toward animals: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

A ,j W ? man w ? s P unished because of a cat which she had jailed until it died 
and hence she entered the Hell. She did not allow it to eat or drink as it 

Wa L C >?/ n i med I did she free ]t so that jt mi 9 bt eat the insects of the 
earth. (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Who has put this bird to distress by taking its offspring? Whoever did so 
should return them to it.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“For no one punishes with fire except the Lord of the fire ” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“ n°[f e ^ are ^ ept for . one of thre ® purposes: A man may keeo them (for 
Allah s Cause) to receive a reward in the Hereafter; another may keep them 

as a means of protection; and a third may keep them to be a burden for 
him - *or the man for whom the horse is a source of reward, he is the 
one who ties it for Allah s Cause, and he ties it with a long rope in a 
pasture or a garden, then, whatever it eats or drinks in that pasture or 
garden will be added to his good deeds. And if it breaks its rope and jumps 
°Y® r one 9 r * wo bills, then, for all its footsteps and its manure, good deeds 
wm! be written for him. And if it passes by a river and drinks of its water 
though its owner had no intention to water it from that river, even then he 
wiN have good deeds written for him. So that horse will be (a source of) 
r ? w f rd -^ or ® uc b a man. If a man ties a horse for earning his livelihood and 
abstaining from asking others for help and he does not forget Allah’s right 
i.e. pays its Zakah and gives it to be used in Allah's Cause, then that horse 
will be a means of protection for him. But if a man ties it out of pride and to 
show off and to excite others, then that horse will be a burden (of sins) for 
him. * (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

Verily Allah has prescribed kind attitude towards everything. So, when 
Vp u r* ac ^bce ( an animal), do It in a good way. If you slaughter, iet it be in 
the best manner. Let one of you sharpen his knife and comfort his 
sacrificial animal (reduce its pain).” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

Anas ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) prohibited shooting the 
animals with arrows until they are dead.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Five kinds of animals are mischief-doers and can be killed even in the 

5 an< if^ r y : are the rat, the scorpion, the kite, the crow and the rabid 

dog. (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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Exercises 


Morals 

1 . What is the relation between worshipping and good character? 

2. Why was the Prophet (peace be upon him) an excellent model for 
good character? 

3. What is meant by the characters of: perfection-sincerity-honesty- 
preference-humility-trust-forbearance-modesty-mercy-generosity- 
patience-truthfulness-forgiveness-justice-chastity-pardon-advicc- 

faithfulness? 

4. How can one be most perfect in worship, dealings, and work? 

5. What is the relation between sincerity and truthfulness? 

6. With what was the Prophet (peace be upon him) described before 
revelation? 

7. How can one be honest in knowledge and dealings? 

8. Does trust contradict pursuing all necessary mundane procedures? 

9. Who was the most modest among mankind? 

1 0. Does modesty contradict speaking the truth? 

1 1 . What is the condition for getting the reward stipulated for giving 
charity? 

12. How can one be truthful with one's self? 

13. To whom should advice be directed? 

14. What is meant by: ostentation - envy - mockery - vanity and 
arrogance - idleness and helplessness - backbiting - obscenity - 
talebearing? 

1 5. What is the difference between envy and Al-Ghibtah? 

1 6. Why is ostentation a kind of disbelief? 

1 7. When is showing charity better? When is it better to give secretly? 

1 8. Mention some forms of vanity. 

19. Which of the characteristics of idleness and helplessness prevail 
during this era? 

20. What is the name given for speaking about the defects of others in 
their absence: 

a- if it were true? 
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b- if it were wrong? 

When is talebearing permitted? 

21. Why is talebearing worse than backbiting? Is the witness of the 
talebearer accepted? 

Manners 


1 • How should the Muslim be with Allah at all times? 

2. What are the rulings of swearing by other than Allah, false oath, and 
oath violation? 

3. What is the ruling concerning a vow to Allah, and to other than 
Allah? 

4. What is Tajwid? 

5. What are the good manners of reciting and listening to Qur’an? 

6. How should the Muslim behave towards the.Prophet (peace be upon 
him) ? 

7. Which sciences are an individual obligation on Muslims, and which 
are communal obligations? 

8. What is the ruling concerning respecting and honoring parents? 

How can this be achieved? 

9. What are the obligatory manners that are expected of both spouses? 
What are the duties of the husband , and those of the wife? 

1 0. How should sons and daughters be treated? 

11. What is the ruling concerning linking blood relations? How can it 
be achieved? How should those who fail to do that be treated? When 
is it permissible to cut relations? 

12. How does Islam call for feeding the poor? 

13. What is the duty of society toward orphans? 

14. What are the rights of neighbors? 

15. What are the rights of Muslims toward their felow Muslims? 

16. How should non-Muslims be treated? 

17. How should Muslims behave in public places and on the roads? 

18. What should Muslims do before travel? What are the manners of 
returning home? 

19. What are the conditions for women traveling? 
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20. What is expected of a host? What is expected of a guest? 

21 . How do Muslims celebrate their feasts? 

22. What are the kinds of meat prohibited by Allah? Define them. 

23. What are the conditions for lawful slaughtering? 

24. What are the rulings concerning eating hunted games, and the 
slaughtered animals of the People of the Book? 

25. How does Allah stress the prohibition of intoxicants? 

26. When is eating any prohibited food permitted? 

27. Mention some of the Sunnahs in seeking food hygiene. 

28. What is prohibited for Muslim males in clothing and adornments? 
What is prohibited for Muslim females? 

29. What are the natural traits of instinct? 

30. What are the sports encouraged by Islam? Which games are 
prohibited? 

31 . Mention some of the good manners of sleeping. 

32. What are the rulings of invocation for the patient, taking medicine, 
amulets, patient isolation, and visiting patients? 

33. What should be done to the deceased immediately after his demise? 

34. What are the lawful and unlawful aspects concerning tombs? What 
is the ruling of visiting tombs? 

35. What are the good manners of consoling next of kin and those who 
are mourning? 

36. How should one be kind to animals? 




UNIT 5 

Family 


5-1 Marriage 

• Lawful marriage is a duty on all those who are capable of meeting 
its responsibilities and who fear temptation. It is a Sunnah on all 
who are capable but unwilling to marry. 

Conditions for a valid marriage 

a) A male guardian, nearest relative to the woman, after having her 
permission if she is a virgin, and her counseling if she has been 
married before 


b) Two witnesses known tor their integrity and piety 


c) The contract is in a traditional form. Commissioning to sign the 
contract is permissible. Equal social standing between husband 
and wife is a condition. 


d) Dowry is to be given to the wife. 1 


1 The legality of marriage: 

Allah says: 


{ *£CL 


Cj_ 


I—* ji * ^ -ay* — L * pCuull Ch 1 s-jjUa La t 

(r :*Uull) 


This means: “Then marry (other) women of your choice, two or three , or 
four but if you fear that you shall not be able to deal justly (with them), 
then only one or (the captives and the slaves) that your right hands 
possess ( 4 , An-Nisa ’: 3) 


Allah says: 




This means: “ And marry those among you who are single (i.e. a man who 
has no wife and the woman who has no husband) and (also marry) the 
Salihun (pious, fit and capable ones) of your (male) slaves and maid- 
servants (female slaves)/' (24, An-Nur: 32) 
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• It is recommended not to exaggerate in the value of the dowry. It is 
allowed to be delivered at the time of making the contract, or to 
defer a part of it or all to a stated term. 


• If marriage is terminated before coition by divorce, then the wife 
has the right on half of the dowry, and on the death of the husband, 
then the whole amount is for her and she inherits him . 2 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“O young men, those among you who can support a wife should marry, for 
it restrains eyes from casting (evil glances) and preserves one from 
immorality.” (Reported by Ai-Bukhari and Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“Marry women who are loving and very prolific, for I shall outnumber the 
peoples by you.” (Reported by Abu Dawud and An-Nasa’i) 

The conditions of marriage: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“There is no marriage without a guardian.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“A woman without a husband has more right to her person than her 
guardian, and a virgin’s consent must be asked from her, and her silence 
implies her consent.” (Reported by An-Nasa’i) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“If he whose faith and morals please you comes to you, allow him to marry 
(the woman in your charge), if you do not, there will be Fitnah (wars, 
battles, polytheism, etc.) on the earth, and a great mischief and 
corruption.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah, and Al-Hakim) 


2 The dowry: 

Allah says: 




This means: “ And give to the women (whom you marry) their Mahr 
(obligatory bridal money given by the husband to his wife at the time of 
marriage) with a good heart . (4, An-Nisa’: 4) 

Allah says: 


(Y rv :SjiJI) U (■ ojp J JJS (>• 0* Q\j] 


This means: “ And if you divorce them before you have touched (had a 
sexual relation with) them , and you have appointed unto them the Mahr 
(bridal-money given by the husbands to his wife at the time of marriage ), 
then pay half of that ( Mahr ).” (2, Al-Baqarah: 237) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Go and search for something even if it were an iron ring.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Ibn 'Abbas narrated: 
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• The Sunnah rituals of marriage are engagement, banquet (Walimah), 

declaring marriage by melodious or permitted songs, praying for the 

* % 

couple, and the two pray on their coition. 


“When Ali married Fatimah, the Prophet (peace be upon him) said to him: 
Give her something. He said: I have nothing with me. He said: Where is 
your Hutamiyyah (coat of mail).” (Reported by An-Nasa’i and Abu Dawud) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“The best of marriages is the easiest.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

The Sunnah rituals of marriage: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Every matter of significance that does not begin with the praise of Allah, 
remains defective.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“Give a wedding banquet even if with one sheep.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“He who is invited to a wedding feast or like it, he should accept it.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“The worst food is that served at a wedding feast, in which those excluded 
who would like to come to it and to which those invited refuse to come.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 

Abu Hurayrah narrated that: 

“When the Prophet (peace be upon him) was to congratulate a man on his 
marriage, he would say: May Allah bless for you, and may He bless on you, 
and combine both of you in good (works).” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

3 Good manners of marriage: 

The invocation of the husband on coition: 

“O Allah, I ask You for the good in her, and in the disposition You have 
given her; I take refuge in You from the evil in her, and in the disposition 
You have given her.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

On having sexual relationship: 

Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“If anyone intends to have sexual intercourse with his wife, he should say: 
In the Name of Allah. O Allah! save us from Satan and keep the devil away 
from what You have bestowed upon us. Then, if Allah has ordained a child 
for them, the devil will never harm him.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“The most evil of the people to Allah on the Day of Resurrection will be the 
man who has sexual intercourse with his wife and then publicizes her 
secret.” (Reported by Muslim) 




Teach Yourself Islam 




The wile has the right to set conditions for the contract that are not 


against the nature of marriage, and do not prohibit something 
permissible or vice versa. 


Either of the two spouses has the choice to annul the marriage or 
continue in the following situations: discovering a severe defect 
which was not apparent before marriage, the husband's inability to 
pay the prepaid dowry or the dutiful support of the wife, or the 
husband’s absence without leaving living expenses for his wil 


a 


4 




The wi fe's rights over her husband are to pay her the cost of food, 
clothing, suitable residence, medical treatment, and obligatory 
education, provide cohabitation for her that avoids her from 
temptation, be nice witli her and never hurt her, not to prevent her 
from visiting her blood relatives, and be just in treating his wives, if 
the husband is nolyeynous. 5 


4 Conditions of the wif e: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“From among al! the conditions which you have to fulfill, the conditions 
which make it legal for you to have sexual relations (i.e. the marriage 
contract) have the greatest right to be fulfilled.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“No woman may ask the divorce of her fellow Muslim sister in order to 
deprive her of what belongs to her.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The choice to annul marriage: 

'Umar Ibn AJ-Khattab said: “If a man deceived a woman (and married her), she 
must have the dowry for having sexual relations with (this man) and the (due) 
dowry of a man is paid to him by the one who deceived him.” 

(Reported by Malik) 

5 The rights of the wife: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“You have your rights over your wives, and they have their rights over 

you.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“To provide her with food when you eat, clothe her when you dress, not to 
hit her on the face, and do not revile her or separate from her except in the 
house.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 
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• The husband's rights over his wife are to obey him in everything 
except in disobeying Allah, preserve his money and honor, and not 
to leave home without his permission, and meet all his needs from 
her and not to fast, in any time other than Ramadan, without his 
permission . 0 


Allah prohibited the marriage of certain women 

* Permanent prohibition because of: 

a) Lineage, such as the mother, grandmother, daughter, 

granddaughter, sister and her progeny, the maternal and 
paternal aunts, and niece 

b) Affinity, such as the wife's mother and grandmother, 

stepdaughter (after coition with her mother) and 
granddaughter, stepmother, and step-grandmother 


“When a man has two wives and he is inclined to one of them, he will 
come on the Day of Resurrection with a side hanging down.” 

(Reported by Ahmad) 

6 The rights of the husband: 

Allah says: 

This means: “But if they return to obedience t seek not against them means 
(of annoyance).” (4, An-Nisa’: 34) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“If I were to order anyone to prostrate before another. I would order a 
woman to prostrate before her husband.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“The world is but a relish and the best relish of the world is a pious 
woman.” (Reported by Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“When a man calls his wife to bed, but she refuses and he (the husband) 
spends the night angry of her, the angels curse her until morning.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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c) Foster relations, such as women who have been fed from the 
same breast with the concerned person or with any person 

7 

prohibited by lineage of her relatives. 

• Temporary prohibition is for: 

a) The wife's sister and her paternal and maternal aunts until the 

marriage is terminated by divorce and the post-marital waiting 
period, or death. 

b) The adulteress until she repents and finishes the post-marital 

waiting period. 



7 Permanent prohibition: 

Allah says: 




><;« CjitV) CjUjj ljUjj j j Cut ja.| 

« - "J- *•*'"** 51 J * ^ * * , ^ .* .* - * 

! jL_a £j_$j fSjjkk j Ac-UbjJI 

(t r :pluu3l) ‘i> ujii ilil J&Ia/j 04J ^k'j i Jj jSj 


This means: “ Forbidden to you (for marriage) are: your mothers , your 
daughters , your sisters, your father's sisters , your mother's sisters, your 
brother's daughters , your sister's daughters, your foster mother who gave 
you suck, your foster miik suckling sisters, your wives' mothers, your step 
daughters under your guardianship, born of your wives to whom you have 
gone in - but there is no sin on you if you have not gone in them (to marry 
their daughters), - the wives of your sons who (spring) from your own 
loins. ” (4, An-Nisa’: 23) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“What is unlawful by reason of consanguinity is unlawful by reason of 
fosterage.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“Being suckled once or twice, or one suckling or two, do not make 
marriage unlawful.” (Reported by Muslim) 

'A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated: 

“Aflah Ibn Abi Al-Qu ays entered upon me. I hid myself from him. He said: 
You are hiding yourself from me while I am your paternal uncle. I said: 
From where? He said: The wife of my brother suckled you. She said: The 
woman suckled me and not the man. Thereafter, the Messenger of Allah 
(peace be upon him) entered upon me and I told him this matter. He said: 
He is your paternal uncle; he may enter upon you.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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c) The polytheist until she becomes a Muslim, while the women of 
the Book (Jews and Christians) are permissible to be married 
on the condition that they are chaste. 


• Prohibited marriages are as follows: marriage for a stated term, that 
is, temporary marriage for fun, marriage by compensation or Ash- 
Shighar (the guardian allows his ward to marry someone so that he 
can marry the one the latter is a guardian of), and marriage 
depending on Al-Muhallal, who marries a divorced woman in order 
to dismiss her later so that the first husband may marry her again, if 
the main purpose is to re-marry the first husband . 8 


8 Temporary prohibition: 

Allah says: 




Mi f \ — luull « CX wu-A d l l j j Alii yj uflU* U V) ;jAikM' ijtnVau (j\jp 

(r i - yt ifL-uJt) 


This means: “ And two sisters in wedlock at the same time , except for what 
has already passed; verily , Allah is Oft-Forgiving , Most Merciful. Also 
(forbidden are) women already married , except those (captives and slaves) 
whom your right hands possess. ” (4, An-Nisa’: 23 - 24) 

Woman divorced three times: 


Allah says: 


(Y r * Iajj JXJ f^A kl JaJ Mi L$ilia jlij 


This means: “And if he has divorced her (the third time), then she is not 
lawful unto him thereafter until she has married another husband 
(2, Ai-Baqarah : 230) 


Women who fulfill the post-marital waiting period: 

Allah says: 


M q— ilj — j.* fill Ail! jl A Aj 

(Yfo :5 jAjIS) LjUiil ^Uull dJ&fr Sj*ajju Mj lijja-4 Mj3 1^1 jAj £jl Ml '\j*m 


This means: “ And there is no sin on you if you make a hint of betrothal or 
conceal it in yourself, Allah knows that you will remember them, but do not 
make a promise of contract with them in secret except that you speak an 
honorable saying according to the Islamic law. And do not consummate the 
marriage until the term prescribed is fulfilled (2, AI-Baqarah: 235) 

The adulterer and the adulteress until they repent: 


Allah savs: 

j 

I jl u' J Vj I jVTu V 


A^jiysi j ji ms m f 


(r :jj$) 
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Divorce 


• Divorce is effective either with a clear utterance or metonymical 
statement, whether done in passing or intentionally . 9 


This means: “The adulterer marries not but an adulteress or a Mushrikah and 
the adulteress none marries her except an adulterer or a Muskrik [and that 
means that the man who agrees to marry (have a sexual relation with) a 
Mushrikah (female polytheist , pagan or idolatress) or a prostitute, then surely 
he is either an adulterer, or a Mushrik (polytheist, pagan or idolater, etc.) And 
the woman who agrees to marry (have a sexual relation with) a Mushrik 
(polytheist, pagan or idolater) or an adulterer, then she is either a prostitute or 
a Mushrikah (female polytheist, pagan, or idolatress, etc.)]. Such a thing is 
forbidden to the believers (of Islamic Monotheism )” (24, An-Nur: 3) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The adulterer who has been flogged shall not marry save the one like 

him.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 


9 Divorce; 

The legality of divorce: 

Allah says: 


(Y T ^ 


This means: “The divorce is twice, after that, either you retain her on 
reasonable terms or release her with kindness (2, Al-Baqarah: 229) 


Allah says: 


:<j^) 0* lJ| ^ ^ 


This means: “O Prophet (SAW)! When you divorce women, divorce them at 
their ' Iddah (prescribed periods). ” (65, At-Talaq: 1) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If any woman asks her husband for divorce without some strong reason, 
the odor of Paradise will be forbidden for her” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 
Those who have the right to divorce women: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“There is no divorce except in what you possess; there is no emancipation 
except in what you possess, and there is no sale transaction till you 
possess. The narrator Ibn Sabbah added: There is no fulfilling a vow till 

you possess.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

An express utterance of divorce: 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“Verily, Allah forgave my people the evil promptings which arise within 
their hearts as long as they did not speak about them or did not act upon 

them/’ (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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Is is from the Sunnah that the divorce takes place when the wife has 
not been touched in her period of time after she was cleansed from 
her last menstruation, and divorce is uttered once. Otherwise, it is a 
Bid' i divorce (unlawful innovation). Both are executable, revocable 
divorces for the first and second time. 


ie 


The husband has the right to take his wife back on the revocable 
divorce during the three months after the divorce was pronounced 
(post-marital waiting period) Otherwise, divorce becomes irrevocable 
and final. If the spouses wish to return, this should be through a new' 


contract ana dowry. 


The husband has no right to return to his wife if they divorced three 
times, unless she marries another man (Muhallal) after the post- 
marital waiting period. The latter should be a norma! marriage, with 
the real intention of marriage, that is, not just to enable her to return 
to her first husband. If the second marriage was terminated by 
divorce or death, then she has the right to return to her first 
husband. 

It is possible that divorce be suspended on certain conditions. 


• The husband lias the right to make his wife choose between divorce 

c 

and continuing the marriage. Divorce is permissible by power of 
attomev. 


it) 


Nuliifiers of divorce: 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“There are three (persons) whose actions are not recorded: a sleeper till 
he awakes a boy till he reaches puberty, and an idiot til! he is restored to 
reason.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

1u Innovative (Bid D divorce: 

Allah says: 




This means: “The divorce is twice , after that 3 either you retain her on 
reasonable terms or release her with kindness (2, At-Baqarah: 229) 


Mahmud Ibn Labid (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) was told that a man had 
divorced his wife three times simultaneously. Upon this, the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) became angry and said: Is the Book of Allah mocked 




0 
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• The husband should give his rebellious wife good advice. If she 
persists in wrong doing, he should not talk to her for three days, and 
forsake her in their bed until she responds, otherwise he is allowed 
to beat her lightly on any part of her body other than her face, 
hoping that she will comply. If all his attempts fail, they seek an 
arbitrator from her family and another from his; if they fail to 
reconcile, then they resort to divorce. 1 1 


at while I am among you?” (Reported by An-Nasa’i) 
Revocable divorce: 


Allah says: 


(TTA :SjLS) 


I w a\ ^ 


This means: “And their husbands have the better right to take them back 
in that period, if they wish for reconciliation." (2, Al-Baqarah: 228) 


'Umar Ibn Al-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Prophet (peace be upon him) divorced Hafsah, but he took her back 
in marriage.” (Reported by Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah) 

The divorce of choice: 

Allah says: 


o\j ui osiLui oJUua tiii sUpJi ol js u 

( Y A — Y A j^Vi) iXjupC’ I (jlia (jlfi SjiVI jltillj 4J All) (JJjj (jilS 


This means: “O Prophet (Muhammad SAW)! Say to your wives: If you 
desire the life of this world, and its glitter, Then come ! I will make a 
provision for you and set you free in a handsome manner (divorce). But if 
you desire Allah and His Messenger, and the home of the Hereafter, then 
verily, Allah has prepared for Al-Muhsinat (good-doers) amongst you an 
enormous reward. " (33, Al-Ahzab: 28 -29) 


11 Rebellious wives: 

Allah says: 


^ °{£jxU j ^j&UI j# 

l^^Cuaj IJjjj Qa Lo£^> j 4i2hl Qjk t a ^' v LiAc- (jl£ AiJi q\ 

(to - n :fUuii) OjIp 'd& ajii d\ 


This means: “As to those women on whose part you see ill-conduct, 
admonish them (first), (next), refuse to share their beds, (and last) beat 
them (lightly, if it is useful), but if they return to obedience, seek not 
against them means (of annoyance). Surely, Allah is Ever Most High, Most 
Great. If you fear a breach between them twain (the man and his wife), 
appoint (two) arbitrators, one from his family and the other from her r s; if 
they both wish for peace, Allah will cause their reconciliation. Indeed Allah 
is Ever All-Knower, Well-Acquainted with all things.” (4, An-Nisa’: 34 - 35) 
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• If the wife intensely dislikes to continue the marriage, even if her 
husband does not hurt her, she has the right to ask for divorce in 
return for a sum of money that she must pay . 12 


• If the husband swears that he will not sleep with his wife, so as to 
rectify her, for more than four months (this is called Ila’), then she 
has the right to ask for divorce or he should return to her. If he 
refuses, the judge will grant her the divorce. If he returned before or 
after the stated period, he has to expiate for his oath . 13 

• It is prohibited for the husband to swear that his wife will be for 
him as his mother’s back (Azh-Zhihar). Its expiation is releasing a 


12 Khuf (Divorce in return of a sum of money the wife pays): 

Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The wife of Thabit Ibn Qays came to the Prophet and said: O Allah's 
Messenger! I do riot blame Thabit for defects in his character or his 
religion, but I, being a Muslim, dislike to behave in un-lslamic manner (if I 
remain with him). On that, Allah’s Messenger said (to her): Will you give 
back the garden which your husband has given you (as Mahr, dowry)? She 
said: Yes. Then the Prophet (peace be upon him) said to Thabit: O Thabit! 
Accept your garden, and divorce her once.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 


13 Ila' (the husband swears to forswear his wife, as to rectify her, for more 

than four months): 

Allah says: 

4-JJI o!j JJ& ^ b^ b^ lWj 2 c >* oA 

(YYV - {y& y** 


This means: “Those who take an oath not to have sexual relation with their 
wives must wait four months , then if they return (change their idea in this 
period ), verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. And if they decide 
upon divorce, then Allah is All-Hearer, Ali-Knower . " 

(2, Al-Baqarah: 226 - 227) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If you take an oath to do a thing and then find a better alternative, you 
should adopt the latter and expiate your oath.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“No harm (should be done to others) nor wrong (in retaliation).” 

(Reported by Ahmad) 
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slave, if not fasting two successive months, and if not feeding sixty 
indigent persons . 14 


14 Azh-Zhihar (the husband swears that his wife will be for him as his 
mother’s back): 

Allah says: 


JjiJl QA Ijil# V) ^>a Ci ^ \\\ h t fjA (jjjaUsj jjjjJl) 

o' ^ bAj*J ^ o* bj>Uaj Ch&j -JJ& O'j 'jjjj 

^—1 0 — *2 o' J-4 2 O 4 0 ^ C)- 4 * t-s Oj^J 2 


(< ” T :4jjl^_a])) f l *y . .. a ^idali ■>* 

This means: “Those among you who make their wives unlawful (Azh- 
Zhihar ) to them by saying to them "You are like my mother's back," They 
cannot be their mothers. None can be their mothers except those who 
gave them birth. And verily , they utter an ill word and a lie. And verily , 
Allah is Oft-Pardoning , Oft-Forgiving. And those who make unlawful to 
them (their wives) (by Azh-Zhihar ) and wish to free themselves from what 
they uttered , (the penalty) in that case (is) the freeing of a slave before they 
touch each other. That is an admonition to you (so that you may not return 
to such an ill thing). And Allah is All-Aware of what you do. And he who 
finds not (the money for freeing a slave) must fast two successive months 
before they both touch each other. And for him who is unable to do so, he 
should feed sixty of Miskin (poor). ” (58, Al-Mujadalah: 2-4) 


Salamah Ibn Sakhr Ai-Bayadi (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“I was a man who was more given than others to sexual intercourse with 
women. When the month of Ramadan came, I feared lest I should have 
intercourse with my wife, and this evil should remain with me till the 
morning. So I made my wife like my mother’s back to me till the end of 
Ramadan. But one night when she was waiting upon me, something of her 
was revealed. Suddenly I jumped upon her (i.e. had sexual intercourse with 
her). When the morning came, I went to my people and informed them 
about this matter. I said: Go along with me to the Messenger of Allah 
(peace be upon him). They said: No, by Allah. So I went to the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) and informed him of the matter. He said: Have you 
really committed it, Salamah? I said: I committed it twice, Messenger of 
Allah. I am content with the Commandment of Allah, the Exalted; so take a 
decision about me according to what Allah has shown you. He said: Free a 
slave. I said: By Him Who sent you with truth, I do not possess a neck 
other than this: and I struck the surface of my neck. He said: Then fast two 
consecutive months. I said: Whatever I suffered is due to fasting. He said: 
Feed sixty poor people with a Wasq of dates. I said: By Him Who sent you 
with truth, we passed the night hungry; there was no food in our house. He 
said: Then go to the collector of Sadaqah of Banu Zurayq; he must give it 
to you. Then feed sixty poor people with a Wasq of dates; and you and 
your family eat the remaining dates.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 
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• If the husband accuses his wife of adultery without having 
witnesses, he has to testify four testimonies to execute the 
punishment, unless she testifies four testimonies that he is a liar. 
After that, they must separate permanently. This is called public 
imprecation (Al-Mula anah), that is, sworn allegation of adultery 
committed by either husband or wife. 1 "' 

Al-'Iddah (woman's post-marital waiting period) 

• Those women whose husbands parted from them because of divorce 
or death should wait a fixed period (Tddah) not to be married or 
engaged, with the exception to the ones who were divorced before 
coition. 

• The post-marital waiting period of the divorced woman is three 
menstrual periods, unless she is pregnant. 

• The post-marital waiting period of the pregnant woman ends when 
she gives birth. 


15 Public imprecation (Al-Mulaanah): 

Allah says: 

.jjjLU-all Aij AllL f ^ Cfii 0 

£ 4] ABj '±fr2a Lit&l Ijib (jJyj -ijjjjldi <> u! ^ 3 A-uwliitj 

(^ - 1 ^ LjiJaC' 'jl .Jjjjliil 


This means: “And for those who accuse their wives , but have no witnesses 
except themselves , let the testimony of one of them be four testimonies ( i.e . 
testifies four times) by Allah that he is one of those who speak the truth. And 
the fifth (testimony) (should be) the invoking of the Curse of Allah on him if he 
be of those who tell a lie (against her). But it shall avert the punishment (of 
stoning to death) from her , if she bears witness four times by Allah , that he 
(her husband) is telling a lie. And the fifth (testimony) should be that the Wrath 
of Allah be upon her if he (her husband) speaks the truth” (24, An-Nur: 6 - 9) 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said when the verse about 
invoking curses came down; 

“Any woman who brings to her family one who does not belong to it has 
nothing to do with Allah (i.e. expects no mercy from Allah), and Allah will 
not bring her into His Paradise. Allah, the Exalted, will veil Himself from 
any man who disowns his child when he looks at him, and disgrace him in 
the presence of all creatures, first and last.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 
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• The post-marital waiting period of the non-menstruating woman is 
three months. 16 


16 Al-Tddah (woman's post-marital waiting period): 

Allah says: 


(Y T A :djAoty^ n ijL dil flih all 


This means: " And divorced women shall wait (as regards their marriage) 
for three menstrual periods.” (2, Al-Baqarah: 228) 


Allah says: 


(r r i :ij#) ifej & | 'ntf kui, ^ bj&i ^ M ;*»;,) 


7/i/s means: “ Those of you who die and leave wives behind them , they (the 
wives) shall wait (as regards their marriage) for four months and ten days. ” 
(2, Al-Baqarah: 234) 


Allah says: 


dJC- ^ ^ Qa I j) Ijlal (JjAJI L$jI 


This means: "O you who believe I When you marry believing women, and 
then divorce them before you have sexual intercourse with them, no ' Iddah 
[divorce prescribed period] have you to count in respect of them. So give 
them a present, and set them free i.e. divorce, in a handsome manner.” 
(33, Al-Ahzab: 49) 


Allah says: 


JUkVt £tfj\ j Ci p* "(ja 

(£ 4\J*a j sja\ (ja 4J J*ki Ail Jjj pAj 04^ b**^! o' bi-M 


This means: t( And those of your women as have passed the age of 
monthly courses, for them the Iddah (prescribed period), if you have 
doubts (about their periods), is three months , and for those who have no 
courses [(i.e. they are still immature) their Iddah (prescribed period) is 
three months likewise, except in case of death] And for those who are 
pregnant (whether they are divorced or their husbands are dead), their 
Iddah (prescribed period) is until they deliver (their burdens), and 
whosoever fears Allah and keeps his duty to Him, He will make his matter 
easy for him.” (65, At-Talaq: 4) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Stay in your house till the term lapses.’ 1 (Reported by An-Nasa’i) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“It is not lawful for a man who believes in Allah and the Last Day to water 
what another has sown with his water (meaning intercourse with women 
who are pregnant).” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 
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Financial support 

• The financial support of the wife is a duty on the husband throughout 
the marriage and during the post-marital waiting period. The 
maintenance standard is determined by the financial capability of the 
husband and the wife's condition. 

• The man is responsible for financially supporting his parents if they 
need so, and his sons and daughters, until his sons become financially 

1 7 

independent and the daughters are married. 



17 Financial support: 

Allah says: 


(t t :p U*HI) ‘(ja ijiill Uuj oiaxj Jfc J ^ {J 6, 




This means: “ Men are the protectors and maintainers of women , because 
Allah has made one of them to excel the other , and because they spend (to 
support them) from their means.” (4, An-Nisa’: 34) 


Allah says: 

Lr ia. \ J** crtj u!j bfck Ij ^*** 3 o Vj <> ^ <> 

4-^ J il ^ S jjjj lJjjaaj fSuaj ^ <j|4 6*-^ 

’ 0 


77i#s means; “Lodge them (the divorced women) where you dwell, according to 
your means, and do not treat them in such a harmful way that they be obliged 
to leave . And if they are pregnant, then spend on them till they deliver. Then if 
they give suck to the children for you, give them their due payment, and let 
each of you accept the advice of the other in a just way. But if you make 
difficulties for one another, then some other woman may give suck for him (the 
father of the child). ” (65, At-Talaq: 6) 


Allah says: 


This means: 


(rr :p\ j^\) <uuaj 

“And that you be dutiful to your parents.” (17, Al-lsra’: 23) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“And their right is that you should treat them well in the matter of food and 
clothing.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“A son says: Give me food; to whom do you leave me?” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 
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Custody 

• The custody of children is a duty on parents, if not so the nearest 
kin. 

• The conditions for the custodians are that they he sane, mature, 
Muslim, free from any contagious diseases, and able to take care of 
the child. 

• If the parents are divorced, the mother has the right of custody if she 
is not married, otherwise custody will go to her mother. 

• The custody period is until the son reaches puberty and the girl gets 
married. The period of custody with the mother is seven years for 
the daughter, then she moves to the custody of the father, while the 
son chooses between them. If he does not make a decision, lots are 
drawn. 

• In all cases, the father is responsible for his children's financial 
support and payment of the custodian. 18 

5-2 Inheritance 

• Inheritance for Muslim relatives is an obligation. It is prevented in 
the following conditions: unbelief, when the heir kills the inherited 
person, and committing the sin of adultery. 

• The heirs who are bound to receive their share of the inheritance are 
the husband or wife, father and mother, grandmother, grandfather 
and upward, sons and daughters, grandchildren through the son, 



18 Custody: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) told the woman whose husband 
divorced her and took their son in his custody: 

“You have more right to him as long as you do not marry.” 

(Reported by Abu Dawud) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“The maternal aunt is like mother.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 
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brother and sister, nephews through the brother, paternal uncle and 
paternal cousins. 


• Males take double the share of females, if they are in the same 
degree of relation. 

• Universal heir: is someone who inherits all the inheritance if he is 
the only one to inherit, or takes what remains after the heirs 
deserving obligatory shares have, taken their dues. However, it is 
prohibited for him to inherit if nothing remains after the obligated 
inheritors. 


• Universal heirs are divided into: 

a) Universal heir by oneself such as the father, grandfather, son, full 
or paternal brother and the sons of any, full paternal uncle or 
paternal uncle of the grandfather and the sons of any. 

b) Universal heirs as related to one another that is, every female 
related to a male universal heir of the same degree inherits with 
him such as a daughter and son. 

c) Universal heir with another, is that every female becomes a 
universal heir with another female universal heir, like the sister 
with the daughter. 

• Those heirs whose shares are eliminated by others: the existence of 

some heirs prevents others partially or totally from inheritance. 


The obligatory shares mentioned in the Qur'an 
(Surah An-Nisa’) 

1- One-half: for the husband if his wife has no children. A sister if she 
is the only heir of her brother. A daughter if she is the only heir of 
the father. A mother if she is the only heir of her son or grandson. 


2- One- fourth: for the husband if his wife has children; for a wife or 
wives if the inherited husband has neither sons nor grandsons. 



Teach Yourself Islam 


3- One-eighth: for the wife or wives if the inherited husband has a son 
or sons. 

4- Two-thirds: for two sisters or more if they are the only heirs of their 

brother. Two daughters or more if they are the only inheritors of 
their father. 

5- One-third: for the mother if her inherited son has neither a male nor 
a female child, nor grandchild, nor two or more brothers and sisters. 
The mother's brothers if they are two or more, and if the inherited 
has no direct inheritor such as father, grandfather, or male and 
female grandchildren. 

6- One-sixth: for the mother if the inherited has children or 
grandchildren, or has two or more sisters and brothers. The same for 
the grandmother if the inherited has no mother with the same 
conditions. The father, whether the inherited has no children or not. 
The grandfather if the inherited has no father. The only brother or 
only sister of the mother if the inherited has no father, grandfather 
nor child. The paternal sister in the presence of one full sister if 
there is no paternal brother, mother, grandfather, son, nor grandson. 

• For more details, refer to the inheritance schedule, Fiqh books, and 
computer programs that calculate the exact amount for each case. 19 
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Inheritance: 

Allah says: 


J — ^ ^ Cm £)l ill jfl dji U.4 I.ijwit f luuttj (j iiljj Cm C-LLuaj JU. 

(V I ;; - * 


This means ; “ There is a share for men and a share for women from what is 
left hy parents and those nearest related, whether, the property be small or 
large - a legal share.” (4, An-Nisa 7) 


Allah says: 


a 4 — ^1 J CiSS C» Ctt bfte 0*“^ <£& CA 0^ iaa. ^ AJJI ^Llu ajj) 

(*— J 'j *4 Of ^Coka 5 4J pi £ (j\k diiui 
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T/i/s means: “ Allah commands you as regards your children’s (inheritance); to 
the male, a portion equal to that of two females; if (there are) only daughters, 
two or more , their share is two thirds of the inheritance; if only one, her share 
is half. For parents, a sixth share of inheritance to each if the deceased left 
children; if no children, and the parents are the (only) heirs, the mother has a 
third; if the deceased left brothers or (sisters), the mother has a sixth. (The 
distribution in all cases is) after the payment of legacies he may have 
bequeathed or debts. You know not which of them, whether your parents or 
your children, are nearest to you in benefit, (these fixed shares) are ordained 
by Allah. And Allah is Ever All-Knower, All-Wise. In that which your wives 
leave, your share is a half if they have no child; but if they leave a child, you 
get a fourth of that which they leave after payment of legacies that they may 
have bequeathed or debts. In that which you leave, their (your wives) share is 
a fourth if you leave no child; but if you leave a child, they get an eighth of that 
which you leave after payment of legacies that you may have bequeathed or 
debts. If the man or woman whose inheritance is in question has left neither 
ascendants nor descendants, but has left a brother or a sister, each one of the 
two gets a sixth; but if more than two, they share in a third; after payment of 
lagacies he (or she) may have bequeathed or debts, so that no loss is caused 
(to anyone). This is a Commandment from Allah; and Allah is Ever 
All-Knowing, Most-Forbearing.” (4, An-Nisa s :11 -12) 

Allah says: 


£ Jt > if a * „ x , *■ o J o *> ^ 
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This means: “They ask you for a legal verdict. Say: " Allah directs (thus) 
about Al-Kalalah (those who leave neither descendants nor ascendants as 
heirs). If it is a man that dies, leaving a sister, but no child, she shall have 
half the inheritance. If (such a deceased was) a woman, who left no child, 
her brother takes her inheritance. If there are two sisters, they shall have 
two-thirds of the inheritance; if there are brothers and sisters, the male will 
have twice the share of the female. (Thus) does Allah makes clear to you 
(His Law) lest you go astray. And Allah is the All-Knower of everything.” (4, 
An-Nisa’: 176) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Divide the property among those whose share have been prescribed in 
the Book of Allah, and what remains from the prescribed shares goes to 
the nearest male heirs.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah has appointed for everyone who has a right what is due to him, and 
no bequest must be made to an heir.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 
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Bequest 

• There are two kinds of bequests: one is to bequeath to fulfill a due 
right or take care of the young, and another to bequeath in order to 
distribute money to individuals or institutions. 

• Conditions for bequeathing are maturity and distinction, bequeathing 
something permissible, and the acceptance of the person to which the 
bequest is directed. 

• The bequest is not allowed to an heir. 

• It is possible to withdraw or modify the bequest before death. 

• The bequest is executable only after paying off debts. 

• The bequest can not exceed one-third of the inheritance, but if it is 
not enough, the amount is divided among the bequeathed ones like 
the division of debts. 

• The dutiful bequest is that ordained by law, even if the deceased has 
not left a bequest. It is for the grandchildren whose father died 
before their grandfather and have paternal uncles who exclude them 
from inheritance, so an obligatory bequest is for them equal to their 
father's share which should not exceed one-third of the whole 
wealth / 0 



“People of two different religions would not inherit from one another.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“There is nothing for the murderer.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“The child is attributed to the one on whose bed it is born, and the 
fornicator is deprived of any right.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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Bequest: 


Allah says: 

( ^ JjC- Ijj (jUjI j.iiN |jj Ijial Lji 
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Exercises 



Marriage 

1 . What is the ruling concerning marriage? What are its conditions in 
order to be valid? 

2. What is recommended in the dowry and how is it to be given? What 
is its ruling if the marriage is terminated by divorce before coition 
or by the death of the husband? 

3. Is it possible to make conditions in the marriage contract? 

4. Mention some of the good manners of marriage. 

5. In what cases does the wife have the choice to continue the 
marriage or to ask for divorce? 

6. What are the lawful rights of the wife and those of the husband? 

7. Which women are prohibited to be married to a certain man: 

a) permanently? 


This means: “O you who believe! When death approaches any o f you, and 
you make a bequest , then take the testimony of two just men of your own 
folk.” (5, Al-Ma’idah: 106) 

Allah says: 

a- ■" 

This means: “(The distribution in all cases is) after the payment of legacies 
he may have bequeathed or debts.” (4, An-Nisa’: 1 1) 

The same meaning is repeated in the following verse, in the same Surah. 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“It is the duty of a Muslim who has something which is to be given as a 
bequest not to have it for two nights without writing it down in a will.*’ 

(Reported by Ai-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said to Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas 
when he asked him about the bequest: 

“Give one-third and that will be sufficient. It is better to leave your heirs 
rich rather than to leave them in poverty begging from people.” (Reported 
by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah, The Most Exalted, has appointed for everyone who has a right what 
is due to him, and no will could be made to an heir.” 

(Reported by Abu Dawud) 
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b) temporarily? 

8. What is the ruling concerning temporary marriage? 

9. How does divorce take place? 

10. What is the difference between a Sunnah divorce and Bid'i divorce? 

11. What is meant by irrevocable divorce? When is it lawful for the 
husband to take his wife back after divorce? 

12. What is meant by Al-Muhallal? What is its ruling? What is the 
ruling concerning a divorce that is suspended by a condition? 

13. Is it possible to give the wife the choice of getting divorce? and to 
get divorced by commissioning? 

14. What should be done to a rebellious wife? 

15. What is the right of the wife if she hates to continue the marriage? 

16. What is Ila’? What is its ruling? 

17. What is Azh-Zhihar? What is its ruling? 

18. Explain AI-Mula'anah (public imprecation). 

19. What is the post-marital waiting period for the divorced women, 
widows, pregnant women, and those who no longer menstruate? 

20. When does financial support become obligatory on the husband? 
When is it no longer obligatory? 

21 . When is the financial support of parents and children obligatory? 

22. What are the conditions for child custody by someone other than the 
parents? 

23. Who has the precedence for the custody of the child whose parents 
are divorced? 

24. What is the stated period for the custody of the son and the 
daughter? 

Inheritance 

1 . When is the inheritor prevented from inheriting? 

2. Which of the relatives are considered as obligatory inheritors? 



Unit 5: Family 



3. What is meant by a universal heir? Give examples. 

4. Give example of the cases where the heir inherits one half, one 
fourth, one eighth, two-thirds, one-third, and one sixth. 


5. For whom is a bequest possible? What are its conditions? 

6. * Which should be paid first: the bequest or the debts? 




Unit 6 

Economy 


6-1 Wealth 

• Allah prohibited usury. It is the increase of wealth by two means. 
The first is excessive usury, selling an item for its equivalent with 
difference in value. The second is delayed usury which is of two 
types, one well-known which is increasing the value of debt through 
the debtor's payment to compensate for his delay in payment, the 
second is selling an item for another different item on credit. 

• The wisdom behind prohibition is to encourage investments, realize 
profits in return for actual activities, ward off injustice, and preclude 
abhorrence. 

• Bank interest and saving channels which define the interest in 
advance without sharing in the profits and losses are a kind of 
usury. 

• Insurance is possible on condition that its money will not be used in 
usurious dealings. 

• Currency exchange is possible as a kind of sale on condition that 
exchange is hand to hand without any stated term. * 


1 Usury prohibition: 

Allah says: 




Ail) Ja) j Jjla xiull UJ) 


This means: “That is because they say: " Trading is oniy like Riba (usury), ” 
whereas Allah has permitted trading and forbidden Riba (usury)/’ 

(2, Al-Baqarah: 275) 

Allah says: 


(T V A o! Vfjll O * U ijjij ^ U 




This means: " You who believe! Be afraid of Allah and give up what 
remains (due to you) from Riba (usury) (from now onward ), if you are 
(really) believers. ” (2, Al-Baqarah: 278) 


Allah says: 


1 1 f » : (ji JT) 4 little) 1 V I t L$j| g 


This means: “O you who believe ! Eat not Riba (usury) doubled and 
multiplied.” (3, Al-lmran: 130) 

'Abdullah Ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) cursed that who accepts 
usurious interests and the one who pays it, those who record it, and stand 
witness to it (are also like those who take and give interest).” (Reported by 
At-Tirmidhi) 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Messenger of 
Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Avoid the seven deadly things. It was said: What are they, Messenger of 
Allah? He replied: Associating anything with Allah, practicing sorcery, 
killing one whom Allah has declared inviolable without a just cause, 
devouring the property of an orphan, devouring usury, fleeing from the 
battlefield, and accusing the pious women with adultery.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Gold is to be paid for with gold, raw and coined, silver with silver, raw and 
coined (in equal weight), wheat with wheat in equal measure, barley with 
barley in equal measure, dates with dates in equal measure, salt with salt 
with equal measure; if anyone gives more or asks more, he has dealt in 
usury. But, there is no harm in selling gold for silver and silver for gold (in 
unequal weight), payment being made on the spot. Do not sell them if they 
are to be paid for later. There is no harm in selling wheat for barley and 
barley (for wheat) (in unequal measure), payment being made on the spot. 

If the payment is to be made later, then do not sell them.” 

(Reported by An-Nasa’i and Abu Dawud) 

Sa'd Ibn Abi Waqqas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) forbade to sell fresh dates 
for dry dates when payment is made at a later date.” (Reported by Abu 
Dawud) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The selling of wheat for wheat is Riba (usury) except if it is handed from 
hand to hand and equal in amount. Similarly, the selling of barley for 
barley is Riba except if it is from hand to hand, and dates for dates is 
usury except if it is from hand to hand.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“Do not sell gold for gold unless equivalent in weight, and do not sell less 
amount for greater amount or vice versa; and do not sell silver for silver 
unless equivalent in weight, and do not sell less amount for greater 
amount or vice versa and do not sell gold or silver that is not present at 
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• It is allowable to transfer the debt from one creditor to another to 

whom he also owes a similar debt, and merited to the latter - if he is 

2 

capable of accepting it. 


• Good loans are recommended for the mature person who is capable 
of lending, on condition that description and value must be 
determined, and no benefit in any way will be attained, or 
considered a kind of charity. Agreeing on a date for payment is 
possible but it is preferable not to do this. 

• Allah, the Almighty, made it obligatory to write down the debt, or 
to have it documented by two witnesses. The same applies to all 
contracts and transactions that can be documented. 


the moment of exchange for gold or silver that is present.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 


2 Transferring the debt: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

"A rich person’s procrastination in paying back his due debts without a 
leqal reason is an act of oppression. And if any of you is referred to a rich 
person (for settling a debt), he should agree to such substitution. 

(Reported by Muslim) 


Good loans: , . 

This means - “Who is he that will lend to Allah a goodly loan , then (Allah) 
will increase it manifold to his credit (in repaying ), and he will have 
(besides) a good reward (i.e. Paradise).” (57, Al-Hadid: 11) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“That who brings his brother out of a discomfort, Allah will bring him out 
of the discomforts on the Day of Resurrection.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 


3 Debt documentation: 

Allah says: ^ _ . , . ^ 
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• Deposits for safekeeping are lawful between two mature parties 
with the consent of the depositary party. Its acceptance is obligatory 
if the depositor is in constraint, while it is recommended in any 
other case, unless the depositary is unable to preserve the deposit. In 
that case, it would be offensive. 


♦ The depositary has no right to benefit from the deposit. He is under 
no obligation if the deposit was damaged without his intention or 

ne sEgence. Each party has the right to return the deposit whenever 
he wants to. 


jUbj Vj I Jj VI jrUk fkjJb SjbJ J Vj 

( Y A T & AiDj AB jiiuj ij&j ^ Jjli & i ji»i3 Vj 


7/)/s means: “ You who believe / When you contract a debt for a fixed 
period , write it down. Let a scribe write it down in justice between you Let 
not the scribe refuse to write as Allah has taught him , so let him write. Let 
him (the debtor) who incurs the liability dictate , and he must fear Allah his 
Lord , and diminish not anything of what he owes. But if the debtor is of 
poor understanding , or weak , or is unable to dictate for himself , then let 
his guardian dictate in justice. And get two witnesses out of your own 
men And if there are not two men ( available ), then a man and two women 
s «ic:*i as you agree for witnesses , so that if one of them (two women) errs’ 
the other can remind her. And the witnesses should not refuse when they 
are called (for evidence), you should not become weary to write it (your 
contract) whether it be small or big, for its fixed term, that is more just 
with Allah ; more solid as evidence, and more convenient to prevent doubts 
among yourselves, save when it is a present trade which you carry out in 
the spot among yourselves, then there is no sin on you if you do not write 
it down. But take witnesses whenever you make a commercial contract. 
Let neither scribe nor witness suffer any harm , but if you do (such harm) it 
™°uld be wickedness in you. So be afraid of Allah; and Allah teaches you. 
And Allah is the All-Knower of each and everything .” (2, Af-Baqarah: 282) 
Allah says: 


(®A CAJUV) d jjjl 

This means: “ Verily / Allah commands that you should render back the 
trusts to those, to whom they are due.” (4, An-Nisa 58) 

Allah says: 


(YAr ^ 

This means: “Let the one who is entrusted discharge his trust (faithfullv) 5 
(2, Al-Baqarah: 283) 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Pay the deposit to him who deposited it with you, and do not betrav him 
who betrays you.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 
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• Lending something for use is lawful for anything permissible, and is 
to be returned on request or on the agreed date. The borrower 
should secure its return. He can lend it to a third party with the 
consent of the lender, but he has no right to rent it. The lender has 
the right to stipulate to have a warranty in case of its loss or 
damage, but if he did not stipulate that, then he is recommended to 
be given compensation . 4 


• Giving gifts is permissible and recommended from a mature owner 
on condition of consent and acceptance. To return a gift is 
prohibited. It is offensive that the gift be given to gain a greater 


4 De posits for safekeeping: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Verily the best of you is the best in giving back the loans.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Lending something for use: 

Allah says: . , 

(V j^jC-UI) jjkXajjl 

This means: “And refuse Al-Ma'un (small kindnesses e.g. salt, sugar , 
water , etc.) ”(107, Al-Ma un: 7) 


Safwan Ibn Umayyah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) borrowed coats of mail from 
me on the day of (the battle of) Hunayn. I asked: Are you taking them by 
force, Muhammad? He replied: No, it is a loan with a guarantee of their 

return.” (Reported by Ahmad) 

Jabir Ibn 'Abdullah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: No owner of camels or cattle or 
flock of sheep or goats who does not pay his due (would be spared 
punishment) but would be made to sit on the Day of Resurrection on a soft 
sandy ground and the hoofed animals would trample him with their hoofs 
and gore him with their horns. And none of them on that day would be 
without horns, or with broken horns. We said: Messenger of Allah, but 
what is due on them? He said: Lending of the male (for use) and lending of 
the bucket (used for drawing water for them) and for mating and niilkmg 
them near water and providing them as a ride for the sake of Allah. 

(Reported by Muslim) 

Conditions of lending something for usei 
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Muslims are on (i.e. stick to) their conditions.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 
Having warranty in case of its damage or loss: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The hand which takes is responsible till it pays.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 
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benefit. Justice in giving gifts is recommended, for example, if it is 
for sons and daughters. 


• Donations during one’s life ('Umra): This is where the Muslim 
owner allows his fellowman to utilize his properties, that is, house 
or land, either throughout his life span and then it returns to the 

owner, or to his successors after him so it becomes an irredeemable 
gift. 


• A donation promised by a Muslim to be given to another Muslim 
after the death of the former (Ruqba): It is to be executed, yet it is 
offensive. 


• Establishing an endowment (Waqf): It is to devote wealth for 
certain utility or interest, so it is not inherited, given as a gift, or 
sold. It is a recommended kind of dealing if the owner of Waqf is 

sane and the endowed property is lawful and for a permissible 
purpose. 5 


5 Gift giving: 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) used to accept gifts and 
used to give something in return.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

That who likes to be granted more provision, and his life be prolonged, let 
him tie his kith and kin. (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“That who gifts somebody a thing and gets it back is like a dog which 
vomits and then eats it up.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

Be mindful of your obligation to Allah and do justice with respect to vour 
children.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) said: 

“It is not lawful for a man to make a donation or give a gift and then take it 
back, except a father regarding what he gives his child.” 

(Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“If anyone does you a kindness, recompense him.” (Reported by An-Nasa’i) 
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• Lost and found: Should a Muslim find money or an article, he has 
to make an announcement through appropriate means. If the owner 
did not appear, the article found belongs to him, unless it is 
something found in the Holy Mosque. 


• Wrongly taken property: This refers to other's property that has 
been seized by force. It is prohibited and the usurper should return 
it together with any benefits gained from it and to remove any 
additional buildings or plantations, and compensate for any 
damages or defects . 6 


He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“Whenever one receives a favor from another person and says to him: May 
Allah reward you well, he would have made full recompense in praising.” 
(Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

Donation for life: 

Jabir (may Allah be pleased with him) said: 

“The 'Umra for which Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) gave 
sanction is that a person may say: This (property) is for you and for your 
descendants. And when he said: That is for you as long as you live, then it 
will return to its owner (after the death of the donee).” 

(Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The 'Umra belongs to whom it is given.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Whoever is gifted a life grant, then it is for him and to his posterity. It 
would not return to him who gave it; for he conferred it as a gift, rules of 
inheritance will apply to it.” (Reported by Muslim) 

Ruqba (donation on death of owner): 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Do not give property to go to the survivor and do not give life-tenancy. If 
anyone is given something to the survivor or given life-tenancy, it goes to 
his heirs.” (Reported by Ahmad, An-Nasa’i, and Abu Dawud) 

Establishing an endowment: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“When a human being dies, the reward of his good deeds stops except in 
three cases: a current charity, a knowledge from which people benefit, or a 
pious child invoking Allah for him.” (Reported by Muslim) 

6 Lost and found: 

Zayd Ibn Khalid Al-Juhani (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“A man came to Allah’s Messenger and asked about Al-Luqatah (a fallen 
thing). The Prophet said: Recognize its container and its tying material and 
then make a public announcement about it for one year and if its owner 
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• Suspension of children and the insane from dealings: It is lawful to 
ban someone to manage his property due to prodigality, insanity, or 


shows up, give it to him; otherwise use it as you like.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Lost and found in Al-Haram: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah has made this town a sanctuary. Its thorny bushes should not be 
cut, its game should not be chased, and its fallen things should not be 
picked up except by one who would announce it publicly ” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Lost and found (as for sheep): 

Yazid (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Prophet was asked regarding the case of a lost sheep. He said: You 
should take it, because it is for you, or for your brother, or for the wolf.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Lost and found fas for camels): 

Zayd Ibn Khalid Al-Juhani (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Prophet was asked: What about a lost camel? The Prophet (peace be 
upon him) said: “You have nothing to do with it, as it has its feet, its water 
reserve, and can reach places of water and drink, and eat trees till its 
owner finds it.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Wrongly taken property: 

Allah says: 

This means: " And eat up not one another's property unjustly (in any illegal 
way e.g. stealing , robbing , deceiving , etc.)." (2, Al-Baqarah: 188) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Verily your blood and property are as sacred and inviolable.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“He who wrongly took a span of land would be made to wear around his 
neck seven earths.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Beware, if anyone wrongs a contracting man, or diminishes his right, or 
forces him to work beyond his capacity, or takes from him anything 
without his consent, I shall plead for him on the Day of Judgment.” 

(Reported by Abu Dawud) 

Al-Bara’ Ibn 'Azib (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) gave decision that the 
owners of gardens are responsible for guarding them by day, and the 
owners of the animals are responsible for guarding them by night. Any 
damage done by animals during the night is a responsibility lying on their 
owners.” 

(Reported by Ahmad) 
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bankruptcy. This includes: the minor who has not yet reached 
puberty, so his decisions must have the consent of his parents or 
guardians until he becomes mature, the prodigal mature person, the 
insane until he recovers, the patient who has a severe disabling and 
chronic disease, and the bankrupt person whose debts exceed the 
value of all his property. Thus, the creditors have the right to 
interdict on his properties by selling them, leaving enough for his 
needs of food, drink and clothing. Then the sum is divided among 
the creditors, unless the debt of any of them is something concrete 
in which case it can be restored. 


Suspension is postponed 
owns nothing. 


in case of the insolvent bankrupt who 


7 Suspension of children and the insane from dealings and ban kruptcy: 

Allah says: . , .... 

(• :*uai) CjU jiiaj i*5 JijS&j U? <2 d* ^ k** 3 *j> 

This means: "And give not unto the foolish your property which Allah has 
made a means of support for you, but feed and clothe them therewith. (4, 

An-Nisa’: 5) 

Allah says: , ..... ... 

(1 :,L-3) <**>. i 'tM ijii’ii >^0 *£ W >J* li ! 'J* 

This means: "And try orphans (as regards their intelligence) until they 
reach the age of marriage; if then you find sound judgement in them, 
release their property to them.’’ (4, An-Nisa’: 6) 

Allah says: . . . . 

(r A . :» jLII) <S>*. ji Sj-Aia VjJz ji as 0|j> 

This means: "And if the debtor is in a hard time (has no money), then grant 
him time till it is easy for him to repay.” (2, Al-Baqarah: 280) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: . . 

“There are three whose actions are not recorded: a lunatic whose mind is 
deranged till he is restored to consciousness, a sleeper till he awakes, and 
a boy till he reaches puberty.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“He who found his property intact with a man (who bought it but who later 
on) became insolvent (or a person who became insolvent), he (the seller) 
is entitled to get it more than anyone else.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) said to the creditors: 

“Take what you find, you will have nothing but that.” (Reported by Muslim) 
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6-2 Trade 

• Sale is lawful in the Qur’an and Sunnah. 

• The elements of a sale are: 

a) The free mature seller who owns his goods and then sells them. 

b) The free mature buyer 

c) The permissible article which is to be sold, being known to the 
buyer 

d) The spoken offer and the spoken acceptance 

e) Mutual agreement with satisfaction. 

• It is valid to stipulate the specifications of the article, or of utilities 
related to it. 

• It is invalid to stipulate a condition that will affect the core of the 
sale, an invalid condition such as to realize a profit from re-selling, 
or combine two conditions . 8 


8 The legality of saie: 

Allah says: 

(YVo 

This means: " Whereas Allah has permitted trading and forbidden Riba 
(usury). ” (2, Al-Baqarah: 275) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“A townsman must not seil for a man from the desert.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“Both parties in a business transaction have a right to annul it so long as 
they have not separated.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Conditioned sale: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Whoever imposes conditions which are not present in Allah’s Laws, then 
those conditions will be invalid, even if he imposed these conditions a 
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• The annulment of sale is permissible if both the seller and buyer 
agreed. The commodity should thus be returned as it is, as well as 
the price, without reduction. 



• Either the seller or the buyer has the choice to continue or annul the 
sale: before they depart, if they agree on a certain term for choice, if 
an excessive inequity appeared from any of them, in case that the 
seller has hidden a defect in the article, in case that a defect 
appeared in the article which was not known during the sale, and in 
case that the seller convinced the buyer with what is not found in 
the article as a means to incite him to buy . 9 

• The Prophet (peace be upon him) prevented the following: 
a) Reselling the commodity before delivery 


hundred times. Allah’s conditions (Laws) are the truth and are more solid." 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

9 Sale annulment: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If anyone rescinds a sale with a Muslim, Allah will cancel his slip on the 
Day of Resurrection.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

Deception and choice: 

Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“Both parties in a business transaction have a right to annul it as long as 
they have not separated; and as long as they tell the truth and make 
everything clear they will be blessed in their transaction. If they conceal 
anything and lie, the blessing on their transaction will be blotted out.” 

(Reported by At-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) also said: 

“Muslims are on (i.e. stick to) their conditions.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“When you enter into a transaction you should say: There should be no 
deception.” (Reported by Ai-Bukhari and Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“That who deceives is not of us.” (Reported by Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“Do not keep camels and sheep unmilked for a long time, for whoever 
buys such an animal has the option to milk it and then either to keep it or 
return it to the owner along with one Sa' of dates.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 




b) The sale of a delivered article over another buyer 


c) An-Najsh sale that is, bidding to raise the commodity price 
without intending to buy but to deceive others 

d) The sale of something prohibited or filthy 

e) A transaction of whatever involves chance or risk, in which its 
features have not been determined 

f) Double sale 

g) Paying nonrefundabie deposits in which the seller keeps the 
down payment even without sale 

h) The sale of something not owned by the seller at the time of the 
sale 

i) Sales involving debt 

j) Tnah sale, that is, sale on credit in which the seller buys what he 
has sold to a term, before its delivery, with a lower price 

k) Inhabitant's sale in favor of a foreigner 

l) Buying from passengers (similar to smuggling) 

m) Exception sale, that is, to sell the article, excepting something 
unknown. 10 


10 Prohibited kinds of sale: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“He who buys foodstuff should not sell it till he is satisfied with the 
measure with which he has bought it.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“Do not enter into commercial transaction when others have entered into 
that (transaction).” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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Ibn 'Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) had prohibited deception in 
transactions.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“Do not practice Najsh (i.e. Do not offer a high price for a thing which you 
do not want to buy, in order to deceive the people).” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah and His Messenger made illegal the trade of alcohol, dead animals, 
pigs, and idols.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Anas Ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) forbade the sale of fruits until 
these are mellow. They (the Companions of Anas) said: What is meant by 
‘mellow’? He said: It implies that they became red. He (Anas) said: When 
Allah hinders the growth of fruits, (then) what for the wealth of your 
brother would become permissible for you?” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“Two kinds of sale are forbidden: Mulamasah and Munabadhah.” (These 
two kinds of sale used to be practiced in the days of Pre-lslamic period of 
ignorance; Mulamasah means that two persons exchange their dresses 
without looking at these clothes, being satisfied with mere touch. 
Munabadhah indicates that a person says to another: Give me what you 
have in return for what I have (as a form of sale). No one of them knows 
the reality of what the other has). (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If anyone makes two transactions combined in one bargain, he should 
have the lesser of the two or it will involve usury.” 

(Reported by Abu Dawud) 

'Abdullah Ibn 'Amr Ibn AI-'As (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) forbade the type of 
transactions in which earnest money was paid.” Malik said: This means, as 
we think- Allah better knows- that a man buys a slave or hires an animal, and he 
says: I give you a dinar on condition that I give up the transaction or hire, what I 
gave you is yours. (Reported by Malik) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“If you enter into the 'Inah transaction, hold the tails of oxen, are pleased 
with agriculture, and give up conducting jihad (struggle in the way of 
Allah), Allah will make disgrace prevail over you, and will not withdraw it 
until you return to your original religion.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

Anas Ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) has forbidden that a person 
in a city should sell for a man of the desert on commission even if he is his 
real brother.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 
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• Buying in advance: It is permissible to sell on credit to a stated term 
for a present price, as the buyer will receive the commodity at the 
end of that term (forward buying) 


• It is permissible to sell with deferment or installments of the price 
against an increase from cash price (credit sale ). 1 1 


Preemption 

• Preemption is to buy one’s partner share which he had sold to a third 
party for the same price. 

• Preemption is lawful, unless the preemptor did not attend the sale, 
or had no idea about it at the time and did not ask for preemption. It 
is not allowed for him to re-sell. 


• There is no preemption for the movable items like clothing and 
cattle . 12 


“The caravans carrying merchandise should not be met on the way to 
purchase from them. A man living in urban territories should not sell for a 
man of living in a desert area.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated; 

“The Prophet allowed the sale of the dates of the Ariyah for ready dates 
by estimating the former which should be estimated as less than five 
Awsuq or five Awsuq.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

Rafi' lbn Khadij (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) forbade Muhaqalah (selling 
plants in their spikes), Muzabanah (selling the (unknown) fruits of an 
orchard in exchange of a known amount), and Thunayya (sale with 
exception), unless it is well-defined.” 

(Reported by An-Nasa’i, Abu Dawud, and lbn Majah) 

11 Buying in advance: 

lbn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated; 

“Allah’s Messenger came to Medina and the people used to pay in advance 
the price of fruits to be delivered within one or two years. (The sub- 
narrator is in doubt whether it was one to two years or two to three years.) 
The Prophet said: Whoever pays money in advance for dates (to be 
delivered later) should pay it for known specified weight and measure (of 
the dates to a known term.).” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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6-3 Business 

• Partnerships for wealth development through trade, agriculture or 
industry are lawful as enacted and admitted by the Prophet (peace 
be upon him) in various forms . 13 

• Al-' Anan (Cooperative) partnership: In which individuals have 
their shares to invest money and divide profit and loss according to 
the value of each share. 

• AI-Abdan (Manual) partnership: Individuals participate in a 
certain activity and agree on dividing the revenue between them . 14 

• Al-Wujuh (Well-Known Partner) partnership: It is the 

participation in trade transactions, purchase and sale, while dividing 
profit and loss. 



Preemption: 

Jabir Ibn 'Abdullah (may Allah be pleased with them) narrated: 

“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) decreed preemption in every 
joint ownership that is not divided. It may be a dwelling or a garden. It is 
not lawful for him (for the partner) to sell that until his partner gives his 
consent. He (the partner) is entitled to buy it when he desires and he c,an 
abandon it if he so likes. And if he (the one partner) sells it without getting 
the consent of the (other partner), he has the greatest right to it.” 
(Reported by Muslim and An-Nasa’i) 

13 The legality of partnership: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah, Most High, says: I make a third with two partners as long as one of 
them does not cheat the other, but when he cheats him, I depart from 
them.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

14 Manual partnership: 

'Abdullah Ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“I, 'Ammar, and Sa d became partners in what we would receive on the day 
of Badr. Sa d then brought two prisoners, but I and Ammar did not bring 
anything.” (Reported by An-Nasa’i and Abu Dawud) 

Financing a profit-sharing venture: 

It was applied in the time of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) 
and he agreed upon it. (Minhaj Al-Muslim) 
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• Financing a profit-sharing venture: A Muslim gives another a 
sum of money to invest in a lawful business, and they share both 
profit and loss according to conditions they had stipulated. 


• Comprehensive partnership: It includes the above dealings, as the 
two partners authorize each other in carrying out any transactions 
and they share in both profit and loss. 

• Sharecropping: It is to let another cultivate his land so as to share 
in a known portion of the harvest. 15 

• Watering for part of the crop: It is to contract with another 
concerning irrigating his crop in return for a known share of their 
yield. 


15 Sharecropping and watering for part of the crop: 

'Abdullah Ibn 'Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Prophet concluded a contract with the people of Khaybar to utilize 
the land on the condition that half the products of fruits or vegetation 
would be their share.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Rafi' Ibn Khadij (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet said: 

“It is better for one of you to lend to his brother than to take a prescribed 
sum from him.” (Reported by An-Nasa’i) 

Job wages: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said to a group of the Companions: 

“How do you know that Surah Al-Fatihah is a Ruqyah? You have done the 
right thing. Divide (what you have got as a wage for Ruqyah) and assign 
for me a share with you.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah, the Exalted, said: I will be the adversary of three persons on the 
Day of Judgment. One who makes a covenant in My Name and then breaks - 
it, one who sells a free man as a slave and devours his price, and one who 
hires a workman and having taken full work from him, denied him his 

wages.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Prophet (peace be upon him) prohibited (Muslims) to hire a laborer 
without determining his wages.” (Reported by Ahmad) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) also said: 

“Anyone who practices medicine when he is not known as a practitioner 
will be held responsible.” (Reported by An-Nasa’i, Abu Dawud, and Ibn Majah) 



Unit 6: Economy 


• Wage Jobs (like contracting): To charge someone to carry out a 
certain job in return for a known payment. 

• Guarantee: It entails commitment as the sponsor to guarantee that 
the sponsored would fulfill what is due to him. 

• Guaranteeing another's appearance: It also includes the sponsor's 
commitment to bring the sponsored to those in responsibility, a 
judge for example. 

• Providing Collateral: It is to leave a material thing with the 
creditor to ensure that his debt will be fulfilled according to the 
terms, otherwise, he receives the value of the unpaid debts from the 
item that was mortgaged, or its price after selling it. 

• Commissioning another to do something: It is valid in buying and 
sale contracts as well as in personal affairs. 16 



16 Guaranteeing payment and guaranteeing another’s appearance: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“One who stands surety is held responsible.” 

(Reported by Ahmad and Ibn Majah) 

Putting up collateral: 

Allah says: 


(Y Ar ;SJLJ1) jUjS Cuts jJj jLm Ojji 


This means: “ And if you are on a journey and cannot find a scribe, then iet 
there be a pledge taken (mortgaging)." (2, Al-Baqarah: 283) 

Qatadah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“Anas went to the Prophet with barley bread having some dissolved fat on 
it. The Prophet had mortgaged his armor to a Jew in Medina and took from 
him some barley for his family.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The mortgaged animal can be used for riding as long as it is fed and the 
milk of the milch animal can be drunk according to what one spends on it. 
The one who rides the animal or drinks its milk should provide the 
expenditures.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

Commissioning another to do something: 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“Allah’s Messenger ordered me to guard the Zakah revenue of Ramadan.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 
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• Land ownership: It is for those who develop the land. Those in 
authority have the right to plot a public land into pieces for those 
who can cultivate it; and leave what is considered necessary for 
public interest like pastures, forests, and regions of natural 
resources. These are also called protectorates. 



Cultivation of virgin land: It is to build on or cultivate a piece of land 
which has no owner so it becomes his own, unless it is a public 
utility . 17 


The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: 

“When you come to my agent, you should take from him fifteen Wasqs (of 
dates). If he asks you for a sign, then place your hand on his collar-bone.” 

(Reported by Abu Dawud) 

17 Land ownership: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If anyone brings barren land into cultivation, it belongs to him.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“He who wrongly took a span of land would be made to wear around his 
neck seven earths.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“Muslims have common share in three (things): grass, water, and fire.” 

(Reported by Ibn Majah and Ahmad) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“Excess water must not be withheld so that the growth of herbage may be 
hindered.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The excess of water should not be sold in order to enable the sale of 
herbage.” (Reported by Muslim) 

Asma’ Bint Abi Bakr (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated: 

“I used to carry the date stones on my head from the land of Az-Zubayr 
which Allah's Messenger had given to him, and it was at a distance of 2-3 
of a Farsakh from my house.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If anyone reaches a water which has not been approached before by any 
Muslim, it belongs to him.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“There is no (permission for) protected land except for Allah Most High 
and for His Messenger.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

As-Sa'ib Ibn Juthamah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Prophet (peace be upon him) protected Naqi' (a rich-water well).” 

(Reported by Abu Dawud) 
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Exercises 

Wealth 

1 . What is meant by usury? What are its two kinds? Explain. 

2. What is the wisdom behind the prohibition of usury? 

3. Show the similarities between usury and bank interest. Mention two 
alternatives to usurious bank loans. 

4. What is the ruling concerning insurance? 

5. What is meant by transferring a debt to another? Is it possible? 

6. How does debt documentation take place? 

7. What is the ruling concerning deposits? When is it obligatory, 
recommended, or offensive? 

8. What are the rights and duties of the depositary? 

9. What are the rights and duties of the borrower towards the lender? 

10. When is giving a gift recommended and when is it offensive? 

1 1 . What is the difference between donation for life and donation with 
provisions as to the death of the donor? What is the ruling of each? 

12. Explain the meaning of Waqf and the conditions for its validation. 

13. What should a Muslim do if he finds something without knowing its 
owner? 

14. What must the usurper do with what he had usurped? 

15. On whom is interdiction imposed? 

16. How can debts be retained from a bankrupt person? 

Trade 



1 . What are the essential elements of a sale? 

2. What are the kinds of conditions possible in a sale? What conditions 
are not possible? 

3. When is it possible to agree on annulling a sale? 
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4. What are the cases in which either the seller or the buyer has the 
right to annul the sale? 

5. Give examples of forbidden sales, and explain the meaning of each. 

6. What is meant by buying in advance (forward buying)? What is its 
ruling? 

7 . What is meant by preemption? To whom is it allowable? What are 
its conditions? 


Business 


1 . What is meant by the following: Cooperative partnership - Manual 
partnership - Well-known partnership - Financing a profit-sharing 
venture partnership - Comprehensive partnership - Job wages? 

2. What is the difference between guaranteeing payment and 
guaranteeing another's appearance? 

3. What is the difference between sharecropping, and watering for part 
of the crop? 

4. What is the ruling concerning providing collateral, and 
commissioning another to do something? 

5. How can land be owned in Islam? Mention three ways. 

6. What is meant by cultivation of virgin land? What is its ruling? 



Unit 7 

The Nation 


7-1 The State 

• Muslims are one nation striving for unity, cooperation and 
solidarity. 

• Propagation of Islam and raising its word high is the prime message 
of the Islamic nation. 

• Public morality, that is, enjoining right and prohibiting wrong is an 
individual obligation on Muslim rulers and a communal one on the 
rest of the nation. 

• Changing the wrong by hand is a duty on the rulers, a duty on every 
Muslim at his home and in any task he assumes. Changing evil 
actions by words and the heart, is a duty on both rulers and people. 


1 The unity of the Muslim nation: 

Allah says: , .. 

This means: "Truly! This , your Ummah [Shari ah or religion (Islamic 
Monotheism) ] is one religion , and I am your Lord, therefore worship Me 
(Alone).” (21, Al-Anbiya’: 92) 

Allah says: , 

This means: “ And verily! This your religion (of Islamic Monotheism) is one 
religion, and I am your Lord, so keep your duty to Me. ” 

(23, Al-Mu’minun: 52) 

Allah says: 



p * © _ > • r J) {?£* ^ 1 

This means: " And hold fast, all of you together, to the Rope of Allah v(i.e. 
this Qur’an), and be not divided among yourselves, and remember Allah s 
Favor on you, for you were enemies one to another but He joined your 
hearts together, so that, by His Grace , you became brethren (in Islamic 
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• The basis of all rulings in Islamic law is in the Qur’an and Sunnah, or 
agreed upon by Muslim scholars. Otherwise, the nation can make laws 
according to the general aims of Shari 'ah and public interest as long as 
they do not contradict any text or judgment of Shari' ah. ~ 


Faith), and you were on the brink of a pit of Fire , and He saved you from it 
Thus Aliah makes His Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, iessons, signs, 
revelations, etc.,) clear to you, that you may be guided. Let there arise out 
of you a group of people inviting to all that is good (Islam), enjoining Al- 
Ma’ruf (i.e. Islamic Monotheism and all that Islam orders one to do) and 
forbidding Al-Munkar (polytheism and disbelief and all that Islam has 
forbidden). And it is they who are the successful. And be not as those who 
divided and differed among themselves after the clear proofs had come to 
them. It is they for whom there is an awful torment. 
(3, Al- Imran: 103 - 105) 

The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Muslims are equal with respect to blood. The lowest of them is entitled to 
give protection on behalf of them, and the one residing far away may give 
protection on behalf of them. They are like one hand over against all those 
who are outside the community.” (Reported by An-Nasa’i) 

The role of the Muslim nation: 


Allah says: 

( n * Ji) {aUu CF' ojjpuj mjjWj j£l 


This means: “ You [true believers in Islamic Monotheism, and real followers 
of Prophet Muhammad SAW and his Sunnah (legal wavs, etc.)] are the best 
of peoples ever raised up for mankind; you enjoin Al-Ma'ruf (i.e. Isiamic 
Monotheism and all that Islam has ordained) and forbid Al-Munkar 
(polytheism, disbelief and all that Islam has forbidden), and you believe in 
Allah. ” (3, Al- Imran: 110) 


Aliah says: 

( ^ 1 r ; 5 jSjJI) IjjjJJo! Qxuij ^ dlp&jl 


This means: “ Thus We have made you (true Muslims - real believers of 
Islamic Monotheism, true followers of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon 
him) and his Sunnah (legal ways)) a just (and the best) nation, that you be 
witnesses over mankind and the Messenger (Muhammad (peace be upon 
him)) be a witness over you. ” (2, Al-Baqarah: 143) 


Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“The one who sees something detestable, let him change it with his hand, 
if he can not, then with his tongue and even if he is not able, then with his 
heart, and that is the weakest form of faith.” (Reported by Muslim) 

2 The legislation of the Muslim nation: 

Aljah says: 

1 jJjj (jCs 

This means: “And so judge (you O Muhammad SAW) between them by 
what Allah has revealed and follow not their vain desires, but beware of 


Ci * Jujju Vj djji Caj jfcSAl 

4-j]IaIa3( ) jjuS (ji J J-iJ (jsit n ^ 'i <jt 4Al) -iJjJ Cuf 

(o . - 1 4 :Sa£j)) lik am 
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• Rulers must be from the best-qualified Muslims, and chosen by 
majority consent of the Muslims and given free pledge of 
allegiance. 

• Shura (consultation) is a basic principle that should be sought by the 
ruler in government in a way that does not contradict an express text 
in Qur’an or Sunnah . 3 


them lest they turn you (O Muhammad SAW) far away from some of that 
which Allah has sent down to you. And if they turn away , then know that 
Allah § s Will is to punish them for some sins of theirs. And truly , most of 
men are Fasiqun (rebellious and disobedient to Alfah). Do they then seek 
the judgement of (the Days of) Ignorance? And who is better in judgement 
than Allah fora people who have firm Faith.” (5, Al-Ma’idah: 49 - 50) 

Allah says: 

i j‘^ 1 Vij 6-* <j>*l Jj-jf ^ 1 jj 0^ A y JJI) 

^ dA ^ yJl IjSLij jkjp 1^1 J VbLia ji [jllnlill Ijjjj 4j IjjASj \jja] 

(*\ ^ 4 (jj cJj 

This means: “ Have you seen those (hyprocrites) who claim that they 
believe in that which has been sent down to you , and that which was sent 
down before you , and they wish to go for judgement (in their disputes) to 
the Taghut (false judges , etc.) while they have been ordered to reject them. 
But Shaytan (Satan) wishes to lead them far astray. And when it is said to 
them: ” Come to what Allah has sent down and to the Messenger 
(Muhammad SAW) A you (Muhammad SAW) see the hypocrites turn away 
from you (Muhammad SAW) with aversion. ( 4 , An-Nisa’: 60 - 61) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“I have left among you the Book of Allah and my Sunnah, and if you hold 
fast to them, you would never go astray.” (Reported by Al-Hakim) 

3 Ruling Muslims: 

'Abdur-Rahman Ibn Samurah narrated that the Prophet told him: 

“Do not seek to be a ruler, because if you are given authority for it, then 
you will be held responsible for it, but if you are given it without asking for 
it, then you will be helped in it (by Allah).” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“You will be greedy for getting a position of authority, but remember that it 
will be a cause of humiliation and regret on the Day of Resurrection.” 

(Reported by A!-Bukhari) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“There will be three types of people whom Allah will neither speak to them 
on the Day of Resurrection nor will purify them from sins, and they will 
have a painful punishment: The first is a man possessed superfluous 
water (more than he needs) on a way and he withholds it from the 
travelers. The second is a man who gives a pledge of allegiance to an 
Imam (ruler) and gives it only for worldly benefits, if the Imam gives him 
what he wants, he abides by his pledge, otherwise he does not fulfill his 
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• Justice is the basis of governing the Muslim society. Elements of 
justice are: the sovereignty of Shari' ah over everybody without 
discrimination, personal punishment applied to the perpetrator only, 

( A 

and no law is executed retro gressively. 


pledge. The third is a man who sells something to another man after the 
Asr prayer and swears by Allah (a false oath) that he has been offered so 
much for it whereupon the buyer believes him and buys it although in fact, 
the seller has not been offered such a price.”(RepGrted by Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“Swear allegiance to me that you will not associate anything with Allah, 
that you will not commit adultery, that you will not steal, that you will not 
take any life which is forbidden by Allah to take but with (legal) 
justification; and whoever among you fulfils it, his reward is with Allah and 
he who commits any such thing and is punished for it, that will be all 
atonement for it and if anyone commits anything and Allah conceals (his 
faults), his matter rests with Allah; He may forgive if He likes, and He may 
punish him if He likes. "(Reported by Ai-Bukhari) 

Consultation: 


Allah says: 

(^ A IlSJJ-^') iSJJ** 


This means: “ And those who answer the Call of their Lord [i.e. to believe 
that He is the only One Lord (Allah), and to worship none but Him Alone], 
and perform As-Salah (Iqamat-as-Salah), and who (conduct) their affairs by 
mutual consultation , and who spend of what We have bestowed on them.” 
(42, Ash-Shura: 38) 


Allah says: 

pM : ob-s J) Li -oil ci & ii* Sto ^ 

This means: “ And by the Mercy of Allah , you dealt with them gently. And 
had you been severe and harsh-hearted , they would have broken away 
from about you ; so pass over (their faults), and ask (Allah's) Forgiveness 
for them; and consult them in the affairs. Then when you have taken a 
decision , put your trust in Allah , certainly, Allah loves those who put their 
trust (in Him).” (3, Al-' Imran: 159) 


4 Justice: 
Allah says: 

(o A 


Luull) | 1 uikj A f\u j I 4l) 




This means: “ Verily ! Allah commands that you should render back the 
trusts to those, to whom they are due; and that when you judge between 
men, you judge with justice." (4, An-Nisa’: 58) 


Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 
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• Obedience to rulers and administrators is an obligation, except if 
one is asked to disobey Allah and His Prophet (peace be upon him). 


• The responsibility of government is great, as the ruler will be asked 
about every aspect of the nation on the Day of Resurrection/ 


“Verily, i am a human being, and the claimants bring to me (the dispute) 
and perhaps some of them are more eloquent than others. I judge them to 
be on the right, and thus decide in their favor. So that whom i, by my 
judgment, (give the undue share) out of the right of a Muslim, I thus give 
him a part of Fire.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“O people, those who have gone before you were destroyed because if 
anyone of high rank committed theft amongst them, they would spare him. 
If anyone of low rank committed theft, they would inflict the prescribed 
penalty upon him. By Allah, if Fatimah, the daughter of Muhammad, were 
to steal, i would have her hand cut off.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Personal punishment should be applied to the perpetrator only: 

Allah says: 

(V :>OM) jjj *jj'j j> Vj> 

This means: “No bearer of burdens shall bear the burden of another .” 
(39, Az-Zumar: 7) 

Allah says: 

(Mi IfUisH) f jjll jjj Sjjlj Vj) 

This means: “No bearer of burdens shall bear the burden of another 
(6, Al-An 'am: 164) 

Allah says: 

( ' A :J^) jjj SjjO j> ¥j> 

This means: “And no bearer of burdens shall bear another’s burden.” (35, 
Fatir: 18) 

Allah savs: 

jjj ijJj j> Vl> 


This means: “That no burdened person (with sins) shall bear the burden 
(sins) of another.” (53, An~Najm: 38) 

Legislation can not be applied retrogressively: 

Allah says: v % 

( ' a : pi j^V!) Cm** ^ ^ j) 

This means: “And We never punish until We have sent a Messenger (to 
give warning).” (17, Al-lsra’: 15) 


5 The responsibilities of the rulers: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The Imam is like a shelter for whose safety the Muslims should fight and 
where they should seek protection. If the Imam orders people with 
righteousness and rules justly, then he will be rewarded for that, and if he 
does the opposite, he will be responsible for that.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 



• Responsible people will be reckoned for illegal earnings. 


• Rulers must be careful not to choose evil ministers and assistants . 6 


“When a judge gives a decision, having tried his best to decide correctly 
and is right, there are two rewards for him; and if he gave a judgment after 
having tried his best (to reach a correct decision) but erred, there is one 
reward for him.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“Anyone amongst the bondsmen (of Allah) who was entrusted with the 
affairs of some subjects and he died in such a state that he was dishonest 
in his dealings with those over whom he ruled, Paradise would be 
forbidden for him.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“All of you are guardians and are responsible for your wards. The ruler is a 
guardian of his subjects.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 


Obedience to the rulers and administrators: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“It is obligatory on a Muslim that he should listen (to the ruler) and obey 
whether he likes it or not except when he is ordered to do a sinful thing. In 
such a case, he is not obliged to listen or to obey.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“If a slave is appointed over you and he conducts your affairs according to 
the Book of Allah, you should listen to him and obey (his orders).” 

(Reported by Muslim) 


He (peace be upon him) said: 


“Listen (attentively to) and obey whoever placed in authority over you 
even if he is a negro slave whose head is like a raisin.” 


(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

6 Reckoning one’s self: 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 


“O people, if any of you is put in an administrative post on our behalf and 
conceals from us a needle or more, he is acting unfaithfully and will bring 
it on the Day of Resurrection.” (Reported by Muslim) 

Abu Hamid As-Sa'idi narrated that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 


“What about a man whom I give an assignment and he comes and says: 
This is for you and this has been given to me as a gift? Why did not he 
stay in his father’s house or the house of his mother so that he could wait 
if gifts will be bestowed to him or not? By Allah in Whose Hand is the life 
of Muhammad, anyone of you shall not take anything (from the public 
money) unduly but will bring it on the Day of Judgment, carrying on his 
neck a camel that will be grunting, or a cow that will be bellowing, or an 
ewe that will be bleating. Then he raised his hands so that we could see 
the whiteness of his armpits. Then he said twice: O Allah! I have conveyed 
(Your commandments).” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 
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• Freedom of faith is given to any person living on the Muslim land. 


• Human brotherhood, equality, and interaction are fundamental in 
dealing with people from all over the globe. 

• International treaties are absolutely respected, unless other parties 

n 

break them first. 


He (peace be upon him) said: 

“The best fighting (jihad) in the path of Allah is (to speak) a word of justice 
to an oppressive ruler.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

Entourages of the rulers: 

Allah says: 

4 alii J 1 | j jlstj Vjf 

' (>AA :5 Jfi) 


This means: “ And eat up not one another’s property unjustly (in any illegal 
way e.g. stealing , robbing , deceiving , etc.), nor give bribery to the rulers 
( judges before presenting your cases) that you may knowingly eat up a 
part of the property of others sinfully (2, Al-Baqarah: 188) 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah neither raised up any Prophet nor did He authorize any person with 
ruling power but for whom there were two types of entourage: one enjoins 
upon him to do good and incites him to carry it out, and the other enjoins 
evil and goads him; and the protected (from the bad entourage) is the one 
whom Allah protects.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“The similitude of good company and that of bad company is that of the 
owner of musk and of the one (iron-smith) blowing bellows. The owner of 
musk would either offer you free of charge or you would buy it from him or 
you would smell its pleasant odor, and as far as one who blows the 
bellows is concerned, he would either burn your clothes or you shall have 
to smell its repugnant smell,” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Abu Bakrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“A person praised another person in the presence of Allah’s Messenger 
(peace be upon him), whereupon he said: Woe be to you. You have broken 
the neck of your friend, he said this twice. If one of you has to praise his 
friend at all, he should say: I think (him to be) so and Allah is sufficient for 
him, and I cannot testify his purity against Allah but (he appears) to be so 
and so.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 


7 Freedom of faith: 

Allah says: s t , 

( ^ ^ J^) ft bijtil Ixjaa (ja (3-aV tiljj f Ui jJjji 
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This means : “And had your Lord willed , those on earth would have 
believed, all of them together : So, will you (O Muhammad SAW) then 
compel mankind , until they become believers. ” (10, Yunus: 99) 

Allah says: 


(Y^ :Sj3L11) A '*\ J\ V) 

This means: “There is no compulsion in religion. ” (2, Al-Baqarah: 256) 

Human brotherhood: 

Allah says: 

UiJJ JjAj jf Aj O* A fe 1$ Aj) I L$j! U'i 

( \ :pU-hi) <Lu£j AA ^Ut 0\ jJAjiij (j jJi «ii 

7/j/s means: “O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord , Who created you from a 
single person (Adam) f and from him (Adam) He created his wife [Hawwa 
(Eve)], and from them both He created many men and women ; and fear 
Allah through Whom you demand your mutual (rights), and (do not cut the 
relations of) the wombs (kinship). Surely , Allah is Ever an All-Watcher over 
you.” (4, An-Nisa r : 1) 

Allah says: 

( ^ f ;cj| ‘t A-^Aj Cy* U] ^Alll u| 

This means: “0 mankind! We have created you from a male and a female , 
and made you into nations and tribes , that you may know one another.” 
(49, Al-Hujurat: 13) 


International treaties: 


Allah says: 

4ll- A A IiSj U jbSjj Xu OA&I jjpaftu Vj lj] 'U 1 
Uwj 5^1 0-4 ifiJ At oA d AA AA' yjlljj l jS Xu fr* ClusAj 1 jjjSj V J 

- <U ijaill) A^a ^ A Ai^l fa ^ <b JQll A& 


This means : “And fulfill the Covenant of Allah (Bay’ah: pledge for Islam) 
when you have covenanted, and break not the oaths after you have 
confirmed them , and indeed you have appointed Allah your surety. Verily! 
Allah knows what you do. And be not like her who undoes the thread 
which she has spun after it has become strong, by taking your oaths a 
means of deception among yourselves, lest a nation may be more 
numerous than another nation. Allah only tests you by this [i.e who obeys 
Allah and fulfills Allah’s Covenant and who disobeys Allah and breaks 
Allah s Covenant]. And on the Day of Resurrection, He will certainly make 
clear to you that wherein you used to differ [i.e. a believer confesses and 
believes in the Oneness of Allah and in the Prophethood of Prophet 
Muhammad SAW which the disbeliever denies it and that was their 
difference amongst them in the life of this world]. ” (16, An-Nahl: 91 - 92) 
Allah says: 


A>V O' A’Al o-k !j>Uaj 6-* AAAj DA A AA-S oA 6* Alt ^£LA Af 


This means: “It is only as regards those who fought against you on 
account of religion, and have driven you out of your homes, and helped to 
drive you out, that Allah forbids you to befriend them. And whosoever will 
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• It is unlawful to ally with or take as friends any of those who wage 
wars or hostilities towards Islam and Muslims, those who drive 
Muslims out of their homes and territories, or those who support or 
endorse such hostilities or actions 

7-2 Penalties 

• A penalty is the prevention from doing what Allah prohibits through a 
deterring punishment, which applies to every sane mature Muslim abie 
to choose and who perpetrated a sin for which Islam set a punishment. 

• The punishment for partaking of any alcoholic or mind altering 
substance, after one's confession or the testimony of two upright 
witnesses, is to be scourged with eighty stripes . 8 

• The punishment of false accusation of unchastity is to be scourged 
with eighty lashes. It is that one accuses another of perpetrating an 


befriend them , then such are the Zhahlimun (wrong-doers those who 
disobey Allah)/' (60, At-Mumtahinah: 9) 


8 Alcoholic drinking: 

(See the verses and Hadiths of prohibition mentioned in ‘Manners of consuming 
food and beverages.) 

Abu Hurayrah (may Aiiah be pleased with him) narrated. 

“A man who had drunk wine was brought before the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) when he was in Hunayn. He threw some dust on his face. He 
then ordered his Companions and they beat him with their sandals and 
whatever they had in their hands.” (Reported by Ai-Bukhari) 

False accusation of unchastity: 


Aiiah says: ? t 

(t 


This means: a And those who accuse chaste women , and produce not four 
witnesses, flog them with eighty stripes, and reject their testimony 
forever” (24, An-Nur: 4) 


' A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated: 

“When my vindication came down, the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
mounted the pulpit and mentioned that, and recited the Qur’an. Then, 
when he came down from the pulpit, he ordered regarding the two men 
and the woman, and they were given the prescribed punishment.” 

(Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 



obscene act without having witnesses. This is a great vice that 
decreases the moral integrity of the accuser. 


• The punishment of fornication for the unmarried: hundred lashes 
accompanied with/without leaving his country for a year. As for the 
married: it is to be stoned to death. To execute the punishment, 
adultery must be positively proved by the testimony of four 
eyewitnesses who must be sure that they fully saw the crime. Thus, 
it is a punishment that suits the act of publicizing obscenity. 

• The punishment of sodomy is death for both the married and the 
unmarried alike . 9 


9 Adultery: 

Allah says: 


(t* T I I ^ j u ii f- l-uij £)LS <Gj 

This means: “And come not near to the unlawful sexual intercourse. Verily ; 
it is a Fahishah [i.e. anything that transgresses its limits (a great sin)], and 
an evil way (that leads one to Hell unless Allah forgives him).” 
(17, Al-lsra’: 32) 

Allah says: 


fiiS, aJlII £>jJ Ailj La$j fiiib Vj Sals* 4-U OaIj 

{ t : jjti) < ;> SiiUa 

This means: “The woman and the man guilty of illegal sexual intercourse t 
flog each of them with a hundred stripes. Let not pity withhold you in their 
case , in a punishment prescribed by Allah, if you believe in Allah and the 
Last Day. And let a party of the believers witness their punishment. (This 
punishment is for unmarried persons guilty of the above crime but if 
married persons commit it, the punishment is to stone them to death, 
according to Allah 's Law ). " (24, An-Nur: 2) 

Allah says: 


This means: “And those of your women who commit illegal sexual 
intercourse, take the evidence of four witnesses from amongst you against 
them; and if they testify, confine them (i.e. women) to houses until death 
comes to them or Allah ordains for them some (other) way.” 
(4, An-Nisa 15) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 
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• The punishment of theft which takes place during inattention of the 
victim is cutting the hand. The crime is proved either by confession 
or by the testimony of two just witnesses. The value of the stolen 
item must be more than a quarter of a dinar (a dinar = 4.25 gm of 


"An adulterer, at the time he is committing illegal sexual intercourse is not 
a believer.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

'Abdullah Ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“I said: O Allah's Messenger! Which sin is the greatest? He said: To set up 
a rival unto Allah, though He Alone created you. I said: What next? He 
said: To kill your son lest he should share your food with you. I further 
asked: What next? He said: To commit illegal sexual intercourse with the 
wife of your neighbor.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Zayd Ibn Khalid Al-Jihani (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“I heard the Prophet (peace be upon him) ordering that an unmarried 
person guilty of illegal sexual intercourse be flogged one-hundred stripes 
and be exiled for one year.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

Buraydah Ibn Al-Hasib (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“We, the Companions of the Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him), used to 
talk mutually: Would that Al-Ghamidiyyah and Ma'iz Ibn Malik had 
withdrawn after their confession; or he said: Had they not withdrawn after 
their confession, he would not have pursued them (for punishment). He 
had them stoned after the fourth (confession).” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“A man and a woman of the Jews committed fornication. Some of them 
said to the others: Let us go to this Prophet, for he has been sent with an 
easy law. The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: So I decide in accordance 
with what the Torah says. He then commanded regarding them and they 
were stoned to death.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Adultery should be positively proved: 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“A man of the tribe of Aslam came to the Prophet (peace be upon him) and 
testified four times against himself that he had had illicit intercourse with a 
woman, while all the time the Prophet (peace be upon him) was turning 
away from him. Then when he confessed a fifth time, he turned round and 
asked: Did you have intercourse with her? He replied: Yes. He asked: Have 
you done it so that your sexual organ penetrated hers? He replied: Yes. He 
asked: Have you done it like a collyrium stick when enclosed in its case 
and like a rope in a well? He replied: Yes.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If I were to stone one without evidence, I would have definitely stoned her 
(the wife of 'Uwaymir AI-'Ajlani).” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Sodomy: 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If you find anyone doing as Lot’s people did, kill the one who does it, and 

the one to whom it is done.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi and Abu Dawud) 
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gold), and the stolen item should not be something unlawful. To 
apply this punishment, there should not be general poverty or 
famine, the country should be applying social solidarity and Zakah 
as ordained by Islam. 


• The punishment of highway robbery is either death, crucifixion, 
cutting a leg and a hand alternately (one left and other right or vice 
versa), or exile. 10 


10 


Theft: 


says: 


A!| ah 

(f A 4 jjj& ABIj All! ^ Uu ijjUaijllj ASjlLiiij 

This means: “ Cut off (from the wrist joint) the (right) hand of the thief, mate 
or female, as a recompense for that which they committed, a punishment 
by way of example from Allah . And Allah is All-Powerful, All-Wise 
(5, Al-Ma’idah: 38) 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah curses a man who steals an egg and gets his hand cut off.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“When somebody steals, then he is not a believer at the time he is 
stealing.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“By Allah, if Fatimah, the daughter of Muhammad, were to steal, I would 
have her hand cut off.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“The hand of a thief should not be cut off but for a quarter of a dinar and 
upwards.” (Reported by Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 


“Cutting off hand is not to be inflicted on one who plunders, but he who 
plunders conspicuously does not belong to us.” 

(Reported by Abu Dawud and Ahmad) 

The Prophet of Ailah (peace be upon him) said: 

“If anyone’s intercession intervenes as an obstacle to one of the 
punishments prescribed by Allah, he has opposed Allah.” (Reported by Abu 
Dawud) 

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said to Usamah (may Allah be 
pleased with him): 

“Do you intercede in a penalty ordained by Allah?” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Highway robbery under duress: 

Allah says: 

(ft - rr ;Soju31) 3 3 
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• The penalty for deliberate murder is retaliation 1 1 by killing the 
perpetrator. The family of the victim has the choice of either 


This means: “The recompense of those who wage war against Allah and 
His Messenger and do mischief in the land is only that they shall be killed 
or crucified or their hands and their feet be cut off on the opposite sides , 
or be exiled from the land. That is their disgrace in this world, and a great 
torment is theirs in the Hereafter. Except for those who (having fled away 
and then) came back (as Muslims) with repentance before they fail into 
your power; in that case, know that Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful .” 
(5, Al-Ma’idah: 33 - 34) 

Allah says: 


^juj 1 jljLSa fj UJbfjk] Cjju tVjTu IjyCrfflta \ y* JjloLUa 

P ;ljI 4 « jyt Alii I jlrurti J JjaXj 1 '‘Tv.* j 


diJP 

SA J\ 


This means: “ And if two parties or groups among the believers fall to 
fighting, then make peace between them both, but if one of them rebels 
against the other, then fight you (all) against the one that which rebels till it 
complies with the Command of AHah; then if it complies, then make 
reconciliation between them justly, and be equitable. Verily! Allah loves 
those who are equitable.” (49, Al-Hujurat: 9) 


11 Deliberate murder: 

Allah says: 

pv* :SjM) UjJ 4 u-M* J 


This means: “And there is (a saving of) life for you in Al-Qisas (the Law of 
Equality in punishment), O men of understanding.” (2, Al-Baqarah: 179) 

Allah says: 

4J jblj <-iuaej lAJLi. ^ % ajIJaSI IXojCu (JjIj 

pr:*u2») 

This means: “And whoever kills a believer intentionally, his recompense is 
Hell to abide therein, and the Wrath and the Curse of Allah are upon him, 
and a great punishment is prepared for him.” (4, An-Nisa’: 93) 

Allah says: 

p V A (j\ * A L p teij Ajyl 43 

This means: “But if the killer is forgiven by the brother (or the relatives, 
etc.) of the killed against blood-money, then adhering to it with fairness 
and payment of the blood money, to the heir should be made in fairness.” 
(2, Al-Baqarah: 178) 

Allah says: 

P * Ota yfc VJ& J tf* J>i) 


This means: “But whoever forgives and makes reconciliation, his reward is 
due from Allah. ” (42, Ash-Shura: 40) 

Allah says: 

p ® o-Hii y 1^2 rL2Sj) 


This means: “And We ordained therein for them: " Life for life."” 
(5, Al-Ma’idah: 45) 
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“r 


retaliation, receiving blood money, or forgiveness. In the time of the 
Prophet (peace be upon him), blood money was equal to a thousand 
Mithqal of gold (a Mithqal of gold is about 5 grams), twelve thousand 
dirham of silver (a dirham of silver is - 3.5 gm), a hundred camels, 

j y 

two hundred cows, or two thousand of sheep. 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“The first (thing) that will be decided among people on the Day of 
Judgment will pertain to bloodshed.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“A believer continues to stick to his faith as long as he does not shed 
blood unlawfully.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“And if somebody is killed, his closest relative has 'the right to choose one 
of two things, i.e., either the blood money or retaliation by having the killer 
killed.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“Allah augments the honor of that who forgives.” (Reported by Muslim) 


He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“A believer will not be killed for an infidel.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“A father shall not be killed for his son.” (Reported by Ahmad) 
Murder by mistake in a deliberate injury: 

Allah says: 

( ^ T Luuil) £ (jt Vj AJibl ^3) A u aXu ui AjJj AjS j jjjajS L whA 


This means: “ And whosoever kills a believer by mistake , (it is ordained 
that) he must set free a believing slave and a compensation (blood money , 
i.e Diyah) be given to the deceased's family , unless they remit it” 
(4, An-Nisa’: 92) 


12 Indemnity: 

'Abdullah Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“A man of Banu Adi was killed. The Prophet (peace be upon him) fixed his 
blood money at the rate of twelve thousand (dirhams).” 

(Reported by An-Nasa’i and Abu Dawud) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“The blood money for accidental killing should be twenty she-camels 
which had entered their fourth year, twenty she-camels which had entered 
their fifth year, twenty she-camels which had entered their second year, 
twenty she-camels which had entered their third year, and twenty male 
camels which had entered their second year.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“Blood money for every wound which lays bare a bone is five camels.” 

(Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 
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• The penalty for murder by mistake is blood money and expiation 
which is either to release a slave (in the old days), or fasting for two 
consecutive months. The blood money is not given to the family of 
the victim if they are enemies of Islam, and in the case of war. 

• The penalty for manslaughter in a deliberate injury such as the 
attack that leads to death without premeditation is blood money 
exacted in hard conditions plus expiation. 

« The penalty for felony of the limbs is retaliation if it is deliberate or 
blood money according to the victim's choice. Every organ has its 
estimated blood money. 

• For every deliberate wound on any part of the body, there is blood 
money to be given to the victim. 13 


7-3 jihad 

• Jihad is commanded in Islam for two reasons: 

a) The propagation oflslam throughout the world, to face the 
oppressive and tyrannical powers that prevent people by force 
from knowing Islam, and the free conviction of its message 
and prohibit them from implementing the justice oflslam. 


He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“The blood money for unintentional murder which appears intentional, 
such as is done with a whip and a stick, is one hundred camels, forty of 
which are pregnant.” (Reported by An-Nasa ! i) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“Ten camels were to be paid for every finger, and five camels for every 
tooth. The fingers are equal and the teeth are equal.” (Reported by Ahmad) 


13 


Wounds: 


Allah says: 

(to al-^4 £ ci&b ui&ij 

This means: “Eye for eye, nose for nose, ear for ear , tooth for tooth , and 
wounds equal for equal.” (5, A!-Ma’idah: 45) 



b) The protection of the Islamic society from aggressors, security 
threats, and any entity that fights against its faith. 


• Jihad is the highest rank in Islam. 

• Fighting against unbelievers and non-Muslims who fight Islam is a 
communal obligation on all Muslims. However, if the enemy enters the 
country, Jihad becomes an individual obligation on every Muslim and 
those recruited for this purpose . 14 


14 


The legality and merit of Jihad: 

Allah says: 

(r ^ a <011 (jiS <01 kii cx&j V jlsiij) 

This means: “And fight them until there is no more Fitnah (disbelief and 
polytheism: i.e . worshipping others besides Allah) and the religion 
(worship) will all be for Allah Alone [in the whole of the world]. But if they 
cease (worshipping others besides Allah), then certainly , Allah is All-Seer 
of what they do. ” ( 8 , Al-Anfal: 39) 

Allah says: 

( t ; > a ja jUlj llua Aljow ^ (jjljlX (jjjJ) <011 jj) k 

This means: “ Verily , Allah loves those who fight in His Cause in rows 
(ranks) as if they were a solid structure.” (61, As-Saf: 4) 

Allah says: 

l-AA? ?! O- 4 IJ& Alii (j]j °tf-L gjfcljL 

1 j-Oi <LUl \ j j 8 ! iJJ j j ^ * ^^Olt <011 V j 4011 Cuj 

( * * - tM # Jjjc- ij jSJ <0!i o! * 


77? /s means: “ Permission to fight is given to those (i.e. believers against 
disbelievers), who are fighting them, (and) because they (believers) have 
been wronged, and surely, Allah is Able to give them (believers) victory. 
Those who have been expelled from their homes unjustly only because 
they said: n Our Lord is Allah . " - For had it not been that Allah checks one 
set of people by means of another, monasteries, churches, synagogues, 
and mosques, wherein the Name of Allah is mentioned much would surely 
have been pulled down. Verily, Allah will help those who help His (Cause). 
Truly, Allah is Alt-Strong, All-Mighty.” (22, Al-Hajj: 39 - 40) 

Allah says: 

This means: “And fight against the Mushrikun (polytheists, pagans, 
idolaters, disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah) collectively, as they fight 
against you collectively.” (9, At-Tawbah: 36) 

Allah says: 

ylilfr <0I| Jjauj yi ^ (jlj qa j jUjI <0JI (j) ; 

Jjjll dJjj <Lj fJAjlj ^ *UII ij-a ij-aj JjaJlMj SIjjjH <ji tla. 
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This means: “ Verily , Allah has purchased of the believers their lives and 
their properties ; for the price that theirs shall be the Paradise. They fight in 
Allah's Cause , so they kill (others) and are killed. It is a promise in truth 
which is binding on Him in the Tawrah (Torah) and the Injeel (Gospel) and 
the Qur'an. And who is truer to his covenant than Allah? Then rejoice in 
the bargain which you have concluded. That is the supreme success (9, 
At-Tawbah: 111) 


Allah says: 

4-^1 ujAAIajj m *A Uifo *<> SjUj ,-fc 1^1 Ufi 

1 i ' V ii 4 > o ^ . V' 0 , « * " t ^ ‘ *>W'- • ' 1 V ** a if i i a ^ □ r .4 9 t v » * . . j 

I l, I (j-4 ^ Ol 1. 1% f SU . Vj J ftlj ^t l 'S (jj 

{ \ t - ^ * ;i a^lt) jj33l iilij <Gj3a ^j£Uuwj 

This means: “O You who believe! Shall I guide you to a commerce that will 
save you from a painful torment That you believe in Allah and His 
Messenger (Muhammad SAW), and that you strive hard and fight in the 
Cause of Allah with your wealth and your lives , that will be better for you, if 
you but know! (If you do so) He will forgive you your sins, and admit you 
into Gardens under which rivers flow, and pleasant dwelling in Gardens of 
' Adn - Eternity ['Adn (Edn) Paradise], that is indeed the great success 
(61, As-Saf: 10 - 12) 

Allah says: 

Ji) ')■ AjJuai (j-4 4jJ! Laj AUl 

This means: “ Think not of those who are killed in the Way of Allah as dead. 
Nay, they are alive, with their Lord, and they have provision. They rejoice 
in what Allah has bestowed upon them of His Bounty .” 

(3, Al-' Imran: 169 - 170) 


The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: 

“The example of a Mujahid in Allah’s Cause - and Allah knows better who 
really strives in His Cause - is like a person who fasts and prays 
continuously. Allah guarantees that He will admit the Mujahid in His Cause 
into Paradise if he is killed, otherwise He will return him to his home safely 
with rewards and war booty.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) said: 

“If one is wounded in Allah’s path, he will come on the Day of Resurrection 
with his wound spouting blood having the color similar to blood but the 
fragrance like that of Musk.” (Reported by Ai-Bukhari and Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“if one dies without fighting in the cause of Allah or without believing it to 
be his duty, he will die with one characteristic of hypocrisy in him.” 

(Reported by Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“By Him in whose Hand is Muhammad’s life, if it were not to be too hard 
upon the Muslims, I would not lag behind any expedition which is going to 
fight in the cause of Allah, but I have neither abundant means to provide 
them with conveyance (horses), nor all other Muslims have, and it will be 
hard on them to remain behind when I go forth (for the Jihad). By whom in 
whose Hand is Muhammad’s life, I like to fight in the way of Allah and get 
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• Ar-Ribat is to be in guard and defend in a frontier territory, points 
of danger, and watch out to know the plans of the enemy. This is 
also a communal obligation and one of the most gracious deeds . 1 ' 1 


martyred, then (brought to life) to fight again and get martyred and then 
(brought to life) to fight again and get martyred.” (Reported by Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“No servant of Allah whose feet become dusty in the cause of Allah wili 
touch the fire (of Hell).” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“No one who wishes to return to this world after entering Paradise even if 
he should be given all what the world contains, except a martyr who 
yearns to return to the world and be killed ten times on account of the 
dignity that he experiences by virtue of his martyrdom.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“A man said: O Messenger of Allah, guide me to a deed that is equal to 
Jihad? He said: I do not find an act which is equal to it in reward. He then 
said: Can you continue prayer and fasting unceasingly as long as the 
Mujahid is fighting in the cause of Allah? He replied: Who can do this?” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“Someone asked the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him): Who is the 
best man? He answered: A believer who strives in the cause of Allah with 
his life and property. The man asked: Who is the next after him? He said: 
That who retires into a narrow valley, fears Allah, and safeguards people 
from his mischief.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 


15 Ar-Ribat: 

Allah says: 

r- 


Ji) *231 ijisij IjSaJjj - A 4 * 0 $ 



This means: “ O you who believe! Endure and be more patient (than your 
enemy), and guard your territory by stationing army units permaneniiy at 
the places from where the enemy can attack you , and fear Allah, so that 
you may be successful (3, Al-Tmran: 200) 


The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Guarding the frontier for a day is better than the world and ail that is in 
it.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“The (good) deeds of any dead person stop increasing except that of the 
one who keeps on safeguarding frontiers in the way of Allah because his 
deeds will go on increasing until the Day of Resurrection, and he will be 
safe from the trials of the grave.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 
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• To prepare a military force both technically and financially is a 
communal obligation and a necessity that precedes Jihad. 


• Conditions for Jihad are: sincere intention, Muslim leadership, 
obedience to the leadership, and the parents' approval to participate. 

* The warrior should adhere to firmness, steadfastness and patience. 16 


Two eyes will never be touched by the fire of Heil: an eye which weeps 
out of fear of Aliah and an eye which spends the night guarding for the 
sake of Aliah.” (Reported by At-Tirmidhi) 

it was narrated that the Prophet (peace be upon him) commanded a man to 
guard the Muslim camp in the Conquest of Hunayn at night, in the morning, the 
Messenger of Aliah (peace be upon him) asked him: 

“Did you dismount during the night? The man replied: No, except to pray 
or to relieve myself. The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: You 
have ensured your entry to (Paradise). No blame will be attached to you 
supposing you do not work after it.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 


15 The preparation of military force: 

Aliah says: 


f *Uij iatjj qa j Sj3 (^4 Ca ^p ! 

This means: “And make ready against them ail you can of power, including 
steeds of war (tanks, planes , missiles , artillery , etc.) to threaten the enemy 
of Aliah and your enemy . ” (8, Al-Anfal: 60) 

Uqbah Ibn ’Amir Al-Juhani (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that he 
heard the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) saying on the puipit: 

Allah says: 


U * rd^^H) (J - * Uj ^p ijJC'ijii 

This means: “ And make ready against them ail you can of power.” 
( 8 , Al-Anfal: 60) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Beware, strength consists in archery. Beware, strength consists in 
archery. Beware, strength consists m archery.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“Allah, Most High, will cause three persons to enter Paradise for one 
arrow: the maker when he has a good motive in making it, the one who 
shoots it, and the one who hands it; so shoot and ride, but your shooting 
is dearer to me than your riding. Everything with which a man amuses 
himself is vain except three (things): a man’s training of his horse, his 
playing with his wife, and his shooting with his bow and arrow, if anyone 
abandons archery after becoming an adept through distaste for it, it is a 
blessing he has abandoned; or he said: for which he has been ungrateful.” 

(Reported by Abu Dawud) 
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• The good manners of Jihad are as follows: 

a) Good battle tactics 

b) Keeping secrets 

c) Calling the unbelievers to Islam or to surrender, before attacking them 

cl) Not to kill women, children, the aged, and monks as long as they 
are not participating in the fight 

e) Not to set fire to the enemy or disfigure bodies of the killed 

0 Providing protection for those w'ho ask for it 

1 —7 

g) Remembrance of Allah and supplication 


Conditions for Jihad: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) was asked about one who fights 
for displaying valor, one who fights (out of fanaticism) to protect his people, one 
who fights out of boldness, and one who fights to show off, which is regarded in 
Allah’s cause? He said: 

“That who fights so that Allah’s Word is the superior (strives in the cause 
of Allah) is in Allah’s cause.” (Reported by AhBukhari and Muslim) 

'Abdullah Ibn 'Amr !bn AI-'As (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“A man came to the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) and said: I 
pledge allegiance for migration and Jihad seeking Allah’s reward. He said: 
Is one from your parents alive? He said: Yes, both of them are alive. He 
asked: Do you seek reward from Allah? He said: Yes. The Messenger of 
Allah (peace be upon him) said: Go back to your parents and treat them 
kindly. (Reported by Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“If a person notices in his ruler what he dislikes, he should endure it 
because that who departs from (i.e. be disobedient to) the Sultan a hand’s 
breadth dies like those who had died in the pre-lslamic times.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

17 Good manners of Jihad: 


Allah says: 

JliaS LijiJLa V] e Cy*3 Ns tiij jjjiS (jjiii yifl l !jI IjXi) gt 

C ^ ® (JjUJJ f Aj % oljbij 4UI 1,,-waiu p-Lt i jj.-vV-. 

This means: “O you who believe! When you meet those who disbelieve , in 
a battle-field , never turn your backs to them. And whoever turns his back 
to them on such a day - unless it be a stratagem of war, or to retreat to a 
troop (of his own), - he indeed has drawn upon himself wrath from Allah . 
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And his abode is He//, and worst indeed is that destination !” 
(8, Al-Anfal: 15-16) 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“When you meet your enemies who are polytheists, invite them to three 
courses of action. If they respond to any one of these, you also accept it 
and withhold yourself from doing them any harm. Invite them to (accept) 
Islam; if they respond to you, accept it from them and desist from fighting 
against them. If they refuse to accept Islam, demand from them the Jizyah. 
If they agree to pay, accept it from them and hold off your hands. If they 
refuse to pay the tax, seek Allah’s help and fight them.” 
(Reported by Abu Dawud and Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) also said: 

“Go in Allah’s Name, trusting in Allah, and adhering to the religion of 
Allah’s Messenger. Do not kill a decrepit old man, or a young infant, or a 
child, or a woman; do not be dishonest about booty, but collect your 
spoils, do right and act well, for Allah loves those who do well.” 

(Reported by Abu Dawud) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“Never betray.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“When Allah will gather together, on the Day of Judgment, all the earlier 
and later generations of mankind, a flag will be raised (to mark off) every 
person guilty of betrayal, and it will be announced that this is the perfidy of 
so and so, son of so and so (to attract the attention of people to his guilt).” 

(Reported by A!-Bukhari and Muslim) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“If you find so-and-so, kill him, and do not burn him, for no one punishes 
with fire except the Lord of the fire.” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

Samurah ibn Jundub (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: 

“The Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him) used to exhort us to give 
charity (Sadaqah) and forbid us to mutilate (a slain).” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“The most merciful of the people with respect to killing are believers (in 
Allah).” (Reported by Abu Dawud) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“Supplications at two times are never turned down or (are seldom turned 
down): a supplication made while the Adhan is being proclaimed and one 
during the battle when the fighting is at its utmost.” 

(Reported by Abu Dawud) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“O Allah. Revealer of the Book, Disperser of the clouds, Defeater of the 
hordes, put our enemy to rout and help us against them.” 

(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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• The spoils of the battle: One fifth is for the ruler to spend it in 
lawful channels and the rest as bonuses for the warriors. 


• Booty can be gained without fighting that is, the wealth of the 
unbelievers that is left over after their escape are to be spent by the 
ruler like the fifth of the spoils. 

• Poll taxes (Jizyah) are taken from the inhabitants of the conquered 
countries, except women, children, the poor and those who are 
unable to earn money. In return, they are protected and are 
exempted from paying Zakah, which is obligatory for Muslims. 

• If necessary, or to realize an Islamic interest, it is possible to make a 
reconciliation with the enemy but not to be allies. 9 


1 3 

Booties gained without fighting: 
Allah says: 


A oi 


Jl 


Of’J L5# 


‘3 3 ijr 


I iS ’^3 tij** i> A 


This means: “And know that whatever of war-booty that you may gain , 
verily one-fifth (1/5th) of it is assigned to Allah , and to the Messenger , and 
to the near relatives [cf the Messenger (Muhammad SAW)], (and also) the 
orphans , Al-Masakin (the poor) and the wayfarer f if you have believed in 
Allah and in that which We sent down to Our slave (Muhammad SAW) on 
the Day of criterion (between right and wrong). ” (8, Al-Anfal: 41) 

Allah says: 


V C>As OA-Aj cwA A A fUjl-j Jc- Ai 


A oA 


This means: ■ What Allah gave as booty (Fai) to His Messenger 
(Muhammad SAW) from the people of the townships , - it is for Allah r His 
Messenger (Muhammad SAW), the kindred (of Messenger Muhammad 
SAW), the orphans, Al-Masakin (the poor), and the wayfarer , in order that it 
may not become a fortune used by the rich among you." (59, Al-Hashr: 7) 


IS 


Poll taxes (Jizyah): 

Allah says: 

oA A cA uA-v Vj y Ajj At Vj jivi Aw oAA V oA i A A 

( * ft< A A) cf l A*j cA AA 1 jjji 

This means: “ Fight against those who (1) believe not in Allah, (2) nor in the 
Last Day, (3) nor forbid that which has been forbidden by Allah and His 
Messenger (4) and those who acknowledge not the religion of truth (i.e. 
Islam) among the people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians), until they 
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Exercises 


The State 

1. What is the prime message assigned to the Islamic nation? 

2. What is the ruling concerning enjoining right and prohibiting wrong 
for both rulers and the ruled? 

3. Explain the difference between the way of changing the wrong 
concerning rulers and the ruled? 

4. What are the conditions for electing a ruler? 

5. What is the ruling of Shura in Islam? 

6. What are the elements of justice in Shari 'ah? 

7. What is the ruling concerning obedience to administrators and 
rulers? 

8. What are the regulations for public administration? 

9. What are the rights of non-Muslims in an Islamic society? 


pay the Jizyah with wilting submission, and feel themselves subdued 
(9, At-Tawbah: 29) 

Reconciliation: 


Allah says: 


w j C, j A a&j AiC j t ULii 

(V (j] tili 


This means: “ How can there be a covenant with Allah and with His 
Messenger for the Mushrikun (polytheists, idolaters, pagans, disbelievers 
in the Oneness of Allah) except those with whom you made a covenant 
near AI-Masjid-al-Haram (at Makkah)? So long, as they are true to you, 
stand you true to them. Verily, Allah loves Al-Muttaqun (the pious).” 
(9, At-Tawbah: 7) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“We will fulfill the covenant made with them and seek Allah's help against 
them.” (Reported by Muslim) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“If anyone kills a man whom he grants protection prematurely, Allah will 
forbid him to enter Paradise.” (Reported by Al-Bukhari) 

He (peace be upon him) also said: 

“I do not break a covenant or imprison messengers.” 

(Reported by Abu Dawud) 





10. What is the Islamic perception of the Muslim world's international 
relations? 


Penalties 

1 . Mention the punishment of the following crimes: partaking of mind 
controlling substances - false accusation of unchastity - adultery - 
fornication - sodomy - theft - highway robbery - deliberate murder 

- manslaughter murder by mistake in a deliberate injury - felony 

of limbs - wounding . 

2. Mention the conditions for executing the punishments of the 
following: partaking of mind controlling substances - adultery - 

theft. 


]ihad 

1. In which cases does Jihad become lawful? When is Jihad a 
communal obligation, and when is it an individual obligation? 

2. What is the difference between Jihad and Ar-Ribat? 

3. Mention some of good manners of Jihad. 

4. How are the spoils of the battle, and booty obtained without fighting 
be spent? 

5. When and why are poll taxes collected? 

6. What is the ruling of reconciliating with the enemies of Islam? 



